
THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS      14 SEPTEMBER 2025 

 
Welcome 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

Parish Office:  
97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 
2045  
 

P: 02 9798 6657  
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday—Friday 9am-3pm 
 

Parish Priest:  
Fr Thomas Kurunthanam 
thomas.kurunthanam@sydneycatholic.org 
 

Parish Team:  
Secretary: Paula Cheng 
  

Parish Safeguarding Support  
Officer (PSSO):  
Tony Mediati 
M: 0413 481 039 
E: PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Eucharist: 
 

Weekend:    
 Saturday (Vigil): 5.00pm 
 Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm       

Weekdays :  
 Wednesday:  9.00am  
 Thursday: 9.00am   
 Friday: 9.15am  
 

Reconciliation: 
 Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 

RCIA 
Use parish contacts 
 

SJOA Primary: 
Principal: Amanda Gahan  
P: 9798 9780 
 

Domremy College: 
Principal: Antoinette McGahan 
P: 9712 2133 
 

Marriage Relationship 
Education 
E: mre@catholiccare.org 
P: 9509 1234 
 

Healing Grief & Loss after 
Abortion 
M: 0400 092 555 
E: info@rachelsvineyard.org.au 
 

Catholic Care Pregnancy 
Counselling Support 
P: 13 18 19 

Live Fuller Lives 
This weekend is Safeguarding Sunday. Next weekend, our Parish 
Safeguarding Support Officer, Tony Mediati, will provide bulletin 
notes on this important topic. 

Although the Archdiocesan Safeguarding program embraces 
people of all ages, its beginnings were rooted in protecting children—and 
children’s safety and growth remain a central concern. We must always ask 
ourselves: How do we ensure that our education system and our Church truly 
prepare children to live safely, fully, and freely? 

Greg Sheridan wrote recently in The Australian: “We cram every ideological 
fad into the curriculum—safe schools, reconciliation, gender theory, race 
theory, decolonisation, peace studies, green worship, net zero hymns and 
devotions—yet division, alienation, even violence, spread.”. To safequard the 
future of the young people it is not enough to maintain the status quo. 
Something is missing. And it is something we can restore. 

In response to these concerns, Sydney Catholic Schools invited Elizabeth 
Sullivan and Peter Crawford, executives of the Institute for Catholic Liberal 
Education (USA), to speak with principals and Religious Education 
Coordinators. At a conference held at Campion College—Australia’s only 
Liberal Arts College—I had the privilege of glimpsing the vision they shared. 

Their message is compelling: education must be more than technical training. 
True formation should be joyful, liberating, and holistic—empowering 
students and teachers alike to bring faith and intellectual inquiry together. 
When education is reduced to tools and techniques, it risks tying people only 
to material outcomes. Yet the true meaning of life flows from human 
relationships, the wonder of creation, and the ability to look beyond the 
material world. That is the freedom Jesus promises when He declares: “I have 
come so that you may have life, and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). 

This vision resonates with our Pastoral Vision for the parish. We are working 
strategically to deepen our experience of Christ, knowing that the parish is 
both a human network of love and care and a communion with God. Our 
community is rich with people who hold resources, skills, and positions of 
influence. Let us count that as an empowering to counter the challenges of a 
utilitarian culture and to help parishioners rediscover the experience of 
wonder, where truth, beauty, and goodness are encountered. 

Wonder, truth, and beauty, the building blocks of human life not to be 
restricted to some but should be available to everyone in daily life. Ministry 
groups such as the Welcome and Events Committee, the Social Justice 
Group, the Faith Formation Group, parishioners’ Witness Stories in the 
Bulletin, the GYM group for young people, Children’s Liturgy, and 
our Sunday worship all help us transform the materialistic culture into 
something much more beautiful and more divine. 

Let us live more fully. And let us help the younger generation discover the 
path to a life lived in fullness. 
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First Reading                       Numbers 21:4-9   
When those that were afflicted looked upon it, they 
were healed. 
On the way through the wilderness, the Israelites 
lost patience. They spoke against God and 
against Moses, ‘Why did you bring us out of Egypt 
to die in this wilderness? For there is neither 
bread nor water here; we are sick of this 
unsatisfying food.’ 
At this God sent fiery serpents among the people; 
their bite brought death to many in Israel. The 
people came and said to Moses, ‘We have sinned 
by speaking against the Lord and against you. 
Intercede for us with the Lord to save us from 
these serpents.’ Moses interceded for the people, 
and the Lord answered him, ‘Make a fiery serpent 
and put it on a standard. If anyone is bitten and 
looks at it, he shall live.’ So Moses fashioned a 
bronze serpent which he put on a standard, and if 
anyone was bitten by a serpent, he looked at the 
bronze serpent and lived. 
The Word of the Lord.  

Responsorial Psalm      Ps 77:1-2. 34-38. R. v.7  

(R) Do not forget the works of the Lord!  
1. Give heed, my people, to my teaching;  

turn your ear to the words of my mouth. 
I will open my mouth in a parable 
and reveal hidden lessons of the past. (R) 

2. When he slew them then they would seek him, 
return and seek him in earnest. 
They would remember that God was their 
rock, 
God the Most High their redeemer. (R) 

3. But the words they spoke were mere flattery;  
they lied to him with their lips. 
For their hearts were not truly with him; 
they were not faithful to his covenant. (R) 

4. Yet he who is full of compassion  
forgave their sin and spared them. 
So often he held back his anger 
when he might have stirred up his rage. (R) 

Second Reading           Philippians 2:6-11 

He humbled himself, therefore God had exalted him. 
The state of Jesus was divine, 
yet he did not cling 
to his equality with God 
but emptied himself 

to assume the condition of a slave, 
and became as men are; 
and being as all men are, 
he was humbler yet, 
even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. 
But God raised him high 
and gave him the name 
which is above all other names 
so that all beings 
in the heavens, on earth and in the underworld, 
should bend the knee at the name of Jesus 
and that every tongue should acclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord, 
to the glory of God the Father.  
The Word of the Lord.  

Gospel Acclamation                
Alleluia, alleluia! 
We adore you, O Christ, and we praise you, 
because by your cross you have redeemed the 
world. 
Alleluia!  

Gospel                John 3:13-17 

The Son of Man must be lifted up.   
Jesus said to Nicodemus: 

‘No one has gone up to heaven 
except the one who came down from heaven, 
the Son of Man who is in heaven; 
and the Son of Man must be lifted up 
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert, 
so that everyone who believes may have 
eternal life in him. 
Yes, God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not 
be lost 
but may have eternal life. 
For God sent his Son into the world 
not to condemn the world, 
but so that through him the world might be 
saved.’  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS      14 SEPTEMBER 2025 
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PRIMA LETTURA          Nm 21,4-9   
Chiunque sarà stato morso e guarderà il serpente, 
resterà in vita.  
In quei giorni, il popolo non sopportò il viaggio. Il 
popolo disse contro Dio e contro Mosè: «Perché 
ci avete fatto salire dall’Egitto per farci morire in 
questo deserto? Perché qui non c’è né pane né 
acqua e siamo nauseati di questo cibo così 
leggero».  
Allora il Signore mandò fra il popolo serpenti 
brucianti i quali mordevano la gente, e un gran 
numero d’Israeliti morì.  
Il popolo venne da Mosè e disse: «Abbiamo 
peccato, perché abbiamo parlato contro il 
Signore e contro di te; supplica il Signore che 
allontani da noi questi serpenti». Mosè pregò per 
il popolo.  
Il Signore disse a Mosè: «Fatti un serpente e 
mettilo sopra un’asta; chiunque sarà stato morso 
e lo guarderà, resterà in vita». Mosè allora fece un 
serpente di bronzo e lo mise sopra l’asta; quando 
un serpente aveva morso qualcuno, se questi 
guardava il serpente di bronzo, restava in vita. 
Parola di Dio  

SALMO RESPONSORIALE      Sal 77  
Rit: Non dimenticate le opere del Signore!  
Ascolta, popolo mio, la mia legge, 
porgi l’orecchio alle parole della mia bocca. 
Aprirò la mia bocca con una parabola, 
rievocherò gli enigmi dei tempi antichi. 
Quando li uccideva, lo cercavano 
e tornavano a rivolgersi a lui, 
ricordavano che Dio è la loro roccia 
e Dio, l’Altissimo, il loro redentore.  
Lo lusingavano con la loro bocca, 
ma gli mentivano con la lingua: 
il loro cuore non era costante verso di lui 
e non erano fedeli alla sua alleanza.  
Ma lui, misericordioso, perdonava la colpa, 
invece di distruggere. 
Molte volte trattenne la sua ira 
e non scatenò il suo furore.  

SECONDA LETTURA           Fil 2,6-11  
Cristo umiliò se stesso, per questo Dio lo esaltò. 
Cristo Gesù,  
pur essendo nella condizione di Dio, 
non ritenne un privilegio  
l’essere come Dio, 

ma svuotò se stesso 
assumendo una condizione di servo, 
diventando simile agli uomini. 
Dall’aspetto riconosciuto come uomo, 
umiliò se stesso 
facendosi obbediente fino alla morte 
e a una morte di croce. 
Per questo Dio lo esaltò 
e gli donò il nome 
che è al di sopra di ogni nome, 
perché nel nome di Gesù 
ogni ginocchio si pieghi 
nei cieli, sulla terra e sotto terra, 
e ogni lingua proclami: 
«Gesù Cristo è Signore!», 
a gloria di Dio Padre. 
Parola di Dio   

Canto al Vangelo          
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Noi ti adoriamo, o Cristo, e ti benediciamo, 
perché con la tua croce hai redento il mondo.  
Alleluia.  

VANGELO                   Gv 3,13-17  
Bisogna che sia innalzato il Figlio dell'uomo.  
In quel tempo, Gesù disse a Nicodèmo: 
«Nessuno è mai salito al cielo, se non colui che è 
disceso dal cielo, il Figlio dell’uomo. E come 
Mosè innalzò il serpente nel deserto, così 
bisogna che sia innalzato il Figlio dell’uomo, 
perché chiunque crede in lui abbia la vita eterna. 
Dio infatti ha tanto amato il mondo da dare il 
Figlio unigenito, perché chiunque crede in lui non 
vada perduto, ma abbia la vita eterna.  
Dio, infatti, non ha mandato il Figlio nel mondo 
per condannare il mondo, ma perché il mondo 
sia salvato per mezzo di lui». 
Parola del Signore  

ESALTAZIONE DELLA SANTA CROCE       14 SEPTEMBER 2025 

Communion for the Homebound 
We can organise Holy Communion to be 
ministered to the homebound parishioners. If 
your family member is in need, contact the 
parish office with name, address, and contact 
details.  

http://www.lachiesa.it/bibbia.php?ricerca=citazione&Cerca=Cerca&Versione_CEI2008=3&Versione_CEI74=1&Versione_TILC=2&VersettoOn=1&Citazione=Nm%2021,4-9
http://www.lachiesa.it/bibbia.php?ricerca=citazione&Cerca=Cerca&Versione_CEI2008=3&Versione_CEI74=1&Versione_TILC=2&VersettoOn=1&Citazione=Sal%2089
http://www.lachiesa.it/bibbia.php?ricerca=citazione&Cerca=Cerca&Versione_CEI2008=3&Versione_CEI74=1&Versione_TILC=2&VersettoOn=1&Citazione=Fil%202,6-11
http://www.lachiesa.it/bibbia.php?ricerca=citazione&Cerca=Cerca&Versione_CEI2008=3&Versione_CEI74=1&Versione_TILC=2&VersettoOn=1&Citazione=Gv%203,13-17
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UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL  
John 3:13-17 

Scriptural context – Lifted up 
The gospel of John, written later than the other three 
canonical gospels, reflects a very different 
understanding of the cross. In this gospel writer’s 
imagery, the cross is the means by which Jesus is 
‘raised up’. This theology flows through the entire 
gospel and in today’s excerpt, from very early in the 
gospel, we see the language of the Son of Man being 
‘lifted up’. Furthermore, it is through the raising up of 
Jesus that all people are also raised up. It is through 
the Son, sent by the Father, that all people may enter 
into eternal life. 

Have you thought? – Cross or crucifix? 
A friend witnessed a scene in a jewellery store where 
a customer was looking at a cross on a necklace 
when the young sales girl suggested, ‘We also have 
these ones with the little man on them.’ Whilst 
Catholics tend to display and wear a crucifix (a cross 
with the corpus, or body of Christ upon it), other 
Christians tend to use an empty cross. One 
theological understanding suggests that the empty 
cross signifies that the salvation won by Christ 
through his sacrifice was achieved once and for all 
with his resurrection whilst the crucifix signifies that 
the salvific work of Christ is an ongoing act. 

Historical Context 
The historical reality of the Romans’ use of crucifixion 
as a form of annihilation means that today we have 
only a single archaeological example of remains of a 
crucified man from 1st Century CE, discovered in the 
1980’s. Examinations of the remains by Israeli 
scholars suggest that our common portrayals of the 
crucified Christ may not be historically accurate. 
Victims’ arms were normally tied, not nailed, to the 
cross beam and feet were nailed on either side of the 
upright. Death was caused by asphyxiation. 
Eventually, the crucified person was unable to raise 
their upper body sufficiently to draw breath.  
© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

A message from the Archdiocese of  Sydney 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The 
appropriate people to deal with crimes are 
the police.  If you, or anyone you know have 
been abused, please contact the police. 
Alternatively, you can contact the 
Safeguarding and Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 
5813 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.  
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who will 
be able to provide support and guidance.  
The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to 
the police. 

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate  

The Triumph of the Cross 

What other religion would have as its central 
symbol two rough hewn planks of wood 
fashioned into an instrument of torture on which 
our Founder, Jesus of Nazareth, was cruelly done 
to death? 
And yet, today, we speak of ‘The Triumph of the 
Cross’. Where is the triumph?   
Let us rid ourselves of one terrible answer: that 
our heavenly Father willed that Jesus Christ 
should suffer that tortured death. What sort of 
cruel despot would I be called on to worship if 
that were the case? 
What his Heavenly Father willed was that Jesus 
Christ should remain steadfast in the face of 
adversity, should remain true to his mission to 
teach and embody the mercy, the forgiveness, 
the all-inclusive love of God for every human 
being. 
When Jesus persevered (not my will but thine be 
done), the Cross was the inevitable result. Death 
appeared to have won the battle to ensure a 
death dominated world. 
But three days later, our Lord appeared to St 
Thomas bearing the marks of the wounds of the 
Cross but now indelibly imprinted on his 
resurrection body. 
That is victory, that is triumph. A victory and a 
triumph in which we are all called to share.   
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

Caritas Australia – Season of Creation 

The Season of Creation’s call for Peace with 
Creation aligns powerfully with the Turn Debt into 
Hope campaign, as communities burdened by debt 
are often those facing the worst environmental 
challenges.  
This Season of Creation (1 September – 4 October), 
Caritas Australia is inviting parishes to stand in 
solidarity with vulnerable communities in need of 
sustainable development and ecological renewal by:  
• signing the Turn Debt into Hope petition – 

caritas.org.au/debt  
• committing to practical, everyday actions that 

promote ecological sustainability and care for 
creation by registering to become a Catholic 
Earthcare Household - caritas.org.au/catholic
-earthcare/  

http://www.caritas.org.au/debt
http://www.caritas.org.au/catholic-earthcare/
http://www.caritas.org.au/catholic-earthcare/
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Recently Deceased: Vincent Mattani, Natale La Rosa, Stanley Sanoo, Greg Copeland 
Please note: Names of Recently Deceased will remain for 1 month period before being removed. 
 

Anniversary: Marco Monaco, Giuseppe Colantuono, Sofia and Mannino Families 
Rest in Peace: Domenico Roda, Angelo Testa, Lattari and Areosa Family 
Please note: Names of Anniversary and Rest in Peace will remain for 2 weeks period before being removed.  
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of our community:  
Lucy Denley, Lucy Tudehope, Silvana Cocilova, Vittoria Colantuono, Enrico Cuomo, John Khoury, Mary Finios, Glen 
Dixon, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria Lavecchia, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna 
Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco.  

Weekly Diary  15 - 21 September 2025 

Date Time To note 

Tuesday, 16 September                                                                            7:00 pm  RCIA @ Church 

Wednesday, 17 September                                                                           9.00 am Mass 

Thursday, 18 September                                                                           
9:00 am  Mass 
2:00 pm Charismatic Prayer Group @ Church 

Friday, 19 September                                                                           9:15 am Mass — Years 5 & 6 attending 

Saturday, 20 September                                                                           
4:15 pm Confession 
5:00 pm Vigil Mass  

Sunday, 21 September                                                                           

 

9:00 am Mass 
10:00 am First Reconciliation Class 3  

6:00 pm  Mass 

Upcoming events 
 13 &14 September—Sweet Treat Stall 

 14 September—Safe guarding Sunday, 
Family Mass, First Reconciliation Class 

 21 September—International Day of Peace 

 27 & 28 September—Fill the Vinnies food 
van at all Masses 

 28 September—World Day of Migrants and 
Refugees 

BISHOP FULTON J. SHEEN - SATURDAY 13 & 20 SEPT 3:30PM - 4:45PM        
ST. IGNATIUS LOYOLA - THURSDAY 2 & 9 OCT 7:30PM - 8:45PM                       

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS - SATURDAY 18& 25OCT 3:30PM - 4:45PM  

LOCATION:  ALL HALLOWS PARISH HALL     
FREE EVENT | COFFEE & TEA PROVIDED 

ALL HALLOWS FIVE DOCK PRESENTS 

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention   

 September 

For our relationship with all of creation 

Let us pray that, inspired by Saint Francis, we 
might experience our interdependence with all 
creatures who are loved by God and worthy of 
love and respect. 

October 

For collaboration between different religious 

traditions 

Let us pray that believers in different religious 
traditions might work together to defend and 
promote peace, justice, and human fraternity. 

Catholic Theological College 

Online Information Session 

7pm, Monday 27 October 2025  

Register via our website:  
ctc.edu.au/information-session 

Catholic Theological College 

Knox Public Lecture 
7.30pm 

Wednesday 15 October 2025 

For more information:  
ctc.edu.au/knox-public-lecture/ 

Catholic Theological College 

Engaging Your Faith  
in October 2025 

From $25 per session. 

For more information:  
ctc.edu.au/engaging-your-faith/ 

https://ctc.edu.au/information-session/
https://ctc.edu.au/news-and-events/knox-public-lecture/
https://ctc.edu.au/news-and-events/engaging-your-faith/
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CONTINUE PRAYING TO MAKE THE WORLD A BETTER PLACE 

ANTONIA 

Antonia has been coordinating  the children’s liturgy for the past five years. This takes place at each of 
the masses.  
To be honest, I didn’t volunteer for this role.  The previous family educator, Anne, asked me to do it 
when a vacancy arose, perceiving  that I would be good at it. And I love it!  It involves rostering on two 
volunteers for each Mass, and providing worksheets and craft activities based on the week’s readings.  
It’s a very rewarding role. Children from pre-school to year three or four who are attending church with 
their parents, are invited to the children’s liturgy. Parents are welcome to accompany their child.  The 
children really look forward to it! Apart from teaching them the Gospel stories for that week, they also 
do craft activities related to the bible stories. It’s wonderful training for the children to attend Mass at 
the same time as their parents. The children’s liturgy ends when two children are asked to bring down 
the Gifts to the priest standing in front of the alter to receive them. The children come back into the 
body of the church for Mass, and either receive the Eucharist or a blessing from the priest, depending 
on whether they have done their First Holy Communion. 
Father Thomas has also spoken to me about having prayerful meetings of a small group of 
parishioners in our homes. I am eager to hear more about this idea to strengthen our faith community.  
I don’t have a teaching background.  I am a dispense technician in a pharmacy.  A dispense (or 
dispensary) technician is a professional who works under the direct supervision of a pharmacist to 
prepare and label prescription medicines, manage stock, and provide technical support for 
dispensing duties. 
I was born in Australia. My parents both came from Messina, Sicily, but they 
did not know each other there.  My maternal family migrated to Australia, 
and when my mother was eighteen, she went back to Sicily for a holiday and 
met my father. They married in Australia when they were twenty-one, and 
moved to Five Dock, where they attended All Hallows Church.  
I am the elder of their two children, and I have a younger brother.  Our 
parents always took us to Mass as a family. I went to All Hallows parish 
school where I received a lot of religious education. As my knowledge grew, 
and I understood more, I grew in faith.  My husband came from this parish at 
St Joan of Arc, and now we live in Haberfield and this is our parish.  
I was married at St Joan of Arc Catholic Church. We have two children, 

Giuseppe who is turning twelve, and 
Alessandro who is eight.  Both my children 
have attended St Joan of Arc Catholic Primary 
School. Alessandro is in Year 2.  Giuseppe now attends Christian 
Brothers High School Lewisham and is in Year 6.  Giuseppe has also 
been an Altar Server for the last 4 years. This was a wish from his Nonno 
Giuseppe in heaven for his first grandson to become part of the Parish. 
We have a ritual of saying prayers with the boys, individually, each night. 
I ask them to think about their day, what has happened at school, or 
anything that may be on their minds and talk to God about it.  They say 
little prayers and speak to God from the heart. It’s nice to have that in 
our homes. As parents, we model respect and loving kindness to our 
children.   
We have just finished watching Season 5 of The Chosen.  For those who 
don’t know it, The Chosen is a groundbreaking historical drama based 
on the life of Jesus, seen through the eyes of those who knew him. It’s 

very powerful and brings Jesus, his disciples, the times and his mission to life in a way rarely seen. I 

Antonia at her  
First Holy Communion 

Antonia & her family 
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would highly recommend it to anybody. 
Although they have incomplete understanding of it, our children are aware of conflicts in our world.  
My hope for the future is that there will be world peace and that our children will inherit a better world.  
I believe that the way forward is to continue praying.  The way to do this is not to find the time (we all 
have busy lives) but to make the time. 
Postscript: If anyone is interested in viewing The Chosen, email Frank Brancatisano on 
fbrancat@gmail.com and he can assist you. 

HSC Mass and supper 

On Sunday 28th September @ 6pm, Mass 
will be celebrated for all those preparing 
for the HSC. Local schools will be notified 
by the Parish. We invite any students 
attempting the 2024 HSC to join us for this 
celebration even if they are not from SJA 
Parish. There will be a pizza supper to 
follow. 
Contact the 
Parish Office 
on 9798 6657 
to RSVP by 
Monday 24th 
September. 

Volunteers wanted for church cleaning 

We need more volunteers to clean the church. If you have time and would like to join a group of 
volunteers in keeping the church clean and tidy, please speak to Fr Thomas or call the parish office 
at 97986657. 

A new roster for volunteer church cleaners is now available for collection at the Sacristy.  

Discover Palms Volunteering  
 

Develop community self-reliance and create 
lasting change! 
 

Discover Palms International Volunteering  online 
in this special session where you’ll chat with past 
Palms volunteers and hear how skill-exchange 
makes a lasting impact in communities. Explore 
our unique opportunities and match your life 
experience to the experience of a lifetime! 
  

Venue: Online- Scan the QR or register at 
palms.org.au/events   
Date:   Thursday 30 October 2025 
Time:   7 pm – 8.30 pm AEDT (NSW/
VIC/ACT/TAS)  
02 9560 5333 
palms@palms.org.au 

mailto:fbrancat@gmail.com
https://palms.org.au/event/oct-info/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
https://palms.org.au/events/
mailto:palms@palms.org.au
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Today we are gathered on Safeguarding Sunday, 
a day when we pause to focus on our 
responsibility to protect and care for those who 
are vulnerable. In the Bible, we find a clear and 
strong message about justice, compassion, 
and speaking up for those who cannot speak for 
themselves. We are called to be a safe, 
welcoming and hope-filled church.  
In our everyday lives, let’s be mindful of those 
around us who are vulnerable or marginalised. 
Who are the “silent” ones in our society, the 
ones without a voice? Today, God may be 
calling you to stand up for them. Whether it’s 
through prayer, support, or direct action, we are 
invited to participate in God’s work of justice. 
St Joan of Arc Parish is wholly committed to 
ensuring the safety of all children and adults at 
risk and has implemented the National Catholic 
Safeguarding Standards. For more information 
contact Tony Mediati   psso@stjoanofarc.org.au  

MISSION and MINISTRY CO-ORDINATOR 
Haberfield, NSW 

 
Overview 
Catholic Parish of St Joan of Arc, Haberfield 
Commencement Date: Immediate Start 
(Negotiable) 
Closing Date: 26 September 2025 
Capacity: Permanent Part Time (20 hours per week) 
 
Haberfield Catholic Parish is a dynamic parish locat-
ed in the Inner West of Sydney. The Parish is under 
the care of our Parish Priest Father Thomas Kurun-
thanam. 
 
About the role: 
The role of the Mission and Ministry Co‐ordinator is 
to serve as an active member of the Parish Pastoral 
Team. This requires the Mission and Ministry Co‐
ordinator to work closely with the Parish Priest and 
the Parish Team to grow our mission and strengthen 
our parish life. The salary is open to negotiation for 
the right individual. 
 
Selection Criteria: 
• The successful candidate for this position will 

demonstrate:  
• ability to work as an effective team member, with 

the Parish Priest and other Team Members. 
• ability to co-ordinate and support parish minis-

tries and volunteers 
• ability to foster pathways for evangelisation and 

faith formation 
• ability to encourage parishioner engagement in 

mission and outreach 
• assistance in nurturing a spirit of welcome, disci-

pleship, and community 
• a personal commitment to the ethos and values 

of the Catholic Church.  
• a working knowledge of Google, Word, Excel, 

PowerPoint, Publisher or similar software would 
be preferred. 

• Strong pastoral, leadership and organisational 
skills 

 
Application Process 
Use Catholic Job Online website to apply for the po-
sition. Please click on the ‘Apply’ button and follow 
the steps to submit your application. To complete 
the application process, please ensure you attach 
the following: 
 
• current CV 
• cover letter 
• academic transcripts 
 
For any enquiries or a full Position Description, 
please contact:  Father Thomas Kurunthanam 
Parish Priest: (02) 9798 6657 
thomas.kurunthanam@sydneycatholic.org 
 

Safeguarding Sunday 


