Welcome

St Joan of Arc Parish
Haberfield

TWENTY-SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C 31ST AUGUST 2025

Parish Office:

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW
2045

P: 02 9798 6657

E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au

W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au

Office hours:

Tuesday—Friday 9am-3pm

Parish Priest:

Fr Thomas Kurunthanam
thomas.kurunthanam@sydneycatholic.org
Parish Team:

Secretary: Paula Cheng

Parish Safeguarding Support
Officer (PSSO):

Tony Mediati

M: 0413 481 039

E: PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au

Eucharist:

Weekend:
Saturday (Vigil): 5.00pm
Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm
Weekdays :
Wednesday: 9.00am
Thursday: 9.00am
Friday: 9.15am

Reconciliation:
Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm

SJOA Primary:
Principal: Amanda Gahan
P: 9798 9780

Domremy College:
Principal: Antoinette McGahan
P: 9712 2133

Marriage Relationship
Education

E: mre@catholiccare.org
P: 9509 1234

Healing Grief & Loss after
Abortion

M: 0400 092 555

E: info@rachelsvineyard.org.au

Catholic Care Pregnancy
Counselling Support
P: 1318 19

The Launch of the Australian Bishops’
Latest Statement

The Catholic Church’s call to social justice rests upon foundational principles
drawn from Scripture, tradition, and the lived experience of communities.
Central to its moral teaching is the affirmation that every human being holds
sacred dignity, created in God’s image. This bedrock supports further
convictions: the vital importance of the common good, a preferential concern
for the poor and vulnerable, the rights and responsibilities borne by each
person, solidarity with the suffering, the dignity of work, and our
responsibility to care for creation.
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These guiding principles shape the Church’s reflection on pressing societal
issues. Catholic social-justice statements ask: Who is most harmed? What
systemic forces uphold injustice? How should people of faith respond—
individually and collectively? The answers they offer include private
compassion and public advocacy alike.

In Australia’s latest Social-Justice Statement (2025-26), titled Signs of Hope
on the Edge: Serving People Living in Homelessness and Mental Ill-Health,
the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference shines a needed spotlight on two
intersecting crises: homelessness and mental ill-health. Released in August
2025, the statement underscores:

e The entangled struggles of homelessness and mental illness that afflict
hundreds of thousands of Australians.

e The need for loving friendship and presence, urging the faithful to see,
listen to, and walk alongside those in hardship.

e The power of real stories—Ilike Michael’s journey from homelessness to
renewed hope—as catalysts for compassion.
Concrete paths for action: affordable housing, mental health reform,
community engagement, and advocacy for systemic change.

This statement echoes a profound truth: Catholic social teaching demands
that faith be embodied in action—especially for those on society’s periphery.

To coincide with the launch of the Australian Bishops’ latest statement of
Social Justice, Carmel McKeogh is making a presentation at all Masses this
weekend. You may obtain the full text of the Statement by googling Signs of
Hope on the Edge: Social Justice Statement 2025-2026. A few printed copies
of the Statement are made available for those looking for hard copy.
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First Reading Sirach 3:17-20, 28-29

Humble yourself and you will find favour with the Lord.
My son, be gentle in carrying out your business,
and you will be better loved than a lavish giver.
The greater you are, the more you should behave
humbly, and then you will find favour with the
Lord; for great though the power of the Lord is,
he accepts the homage of the humble.

There is no cure for the proud man’s malady,
since an evil growth has taken root in him.

The heart of a sensible man will reflect on
parables, an attentive ear is the sage’s dream.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 67:4-7.10-11. R.v.11

(R.) God, in your goodness, you have made a
home for the poor.

1. Thejustshallrejoice at the presence of God,
they shall exult and dance for joy.
O sing to the Lord, make music to his name;
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. (R.)

2. Father of the orphan, defender of the widow,
such is God in his holy place. God gives the
lonely a home to live in;
he leads the prisoners forth into freedom. (R.)

3. You poured down, O God, a generous rain:
when your people were starved you gave them
new life. It was there that your people found a
home, prepared in your goodness, O God, for
the poor. (R.)

Second Reading Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24

You have to come to Mount Zion and to the city of the
living God.

What you have come to is nothing known to

the senses: not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning
to total darkness, or a storm; or trumpeting
thunder or the great voice speaking which made
everyone that heard it beg that no more should be
said to them. But what you have come to is Mount
Zion and the city of the living God, the heavenly
Jerusalem where the millions of angels have
gathered for the festival, with the whole Church

in which everyone is a “first-born son’and a
citizen of heaven. You have come to God himself,
the supreme Judge, and been placed with spirits
of the saints who have been made perfect; and
to Jesus, the mediator who brings a new
covenant.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 11:29

Alleluia, alleluia!

Take my yoke upon you;

learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart.
Alleluia

Gospel Luke 14:1.7-14

All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all
who humble themselves shall be exalted.

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to
the house of one of the leading Pharisees; and
they watched him closely. He then told the guests
a parable, because he had noticed how they
picked the places of honour. He said this, ‘When
someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not
take your seat in the place of honour. A more
distinguished person than you may have been
invited, and the person who invited you both may
come and say, “Give up your place to this man.”
And then, to your embarrassment, you would
have to go and take the lowest place. No; when
you are a guest, make your way to the lowest
place and sit there, so that, when your host
comes, he may say, “My friend, move up higher.”
In that way, everyone with you at the table will see
you honoured. For everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, and the man who humbles
himself will be exalted.’

Then he said to his host, ‘When you give a lunch
or adinner, do not ask your friends, brothers,
relations or rich neighbours, for fear they repay
your courtesy by inviting you in return. No; when
you have a party, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, the blind; that they cannot pay you back
means that you are fortunate, because
repayment will be made to you when the virtuous

Sydney Synod Preparation

In preparation for the Sydney Synod from 30 April to
3 May 2026, Archbishop Anthony Fisher is seeking
positive, practical, and faithful ideas on how we can
make our Church in Sydney more vibrant through
more prayerful liturgies, more Christ-centred
communities and being more mission-oriented.

Our Parish will present our ideas at a general
meeting on 14th October at the St Mary’s
Cathedral. Thanks to parishioners who have
attended the Parish Consultations.
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PRIMA LETTURA (Sir 3,17-20.28-29)
Fatti umile, e troverai grazia davanti al Signore.

Figlio, compi le tue opere con mitezza,

e sarai amato piu di un uomo generoso.
Quanto piu sei grande, tanto piu fatti umile,
e troverai grazia davanti al Signore.

Molti sono gli uomini orgogliosi e superbi,
ma ai miti Dio rivela i suoi segreti.

Perché grande ¢ la potenza del Signore,

e dagli umili egli e glorificato.

Per la misera condizione del superbo nonc’e
rimedio, perché in lui & radicata la pianta del
male.ll cuore sapiente medita le parabole,
un orecchio attento € quanto desidera il saggio.

SALMO RESPONSORIALE (sal67)

Rit: Hai preparato, o Dio, una casa per il
povero.

| giusti si rallegrano,

esultano davanti a Dio

e cantano di gioia.

Cantate a Dio, inneggiate al suo nome:
Signore € il suo nome.

Padre degli orfani e difensore delle vedove
e Dio nella sua santa dimora.

A chi & solo, Dio fa abitare una casa,

fa uscire con gioia i prigionieri.

Pioggia abbondante hai riversato, o Dio,
la tua esausta eredita tu hai consolidato
e in essa ha abitato il tuo popolo,

in quella che, nella tua bonta,

hai reso sicura per il povero, o Dio.

SECONDA LETTURA (Eb 12,18-19.22-24)

Vi siete accostati al monte Sion, alla citta del Dio
vivente.

Fratelli, non vi siete avvicinati a qualcosa di
tangibile né a un fuoco ardente né a oscurita,
tenebra e tempesta, né a squillo ditrombae a
suono di parole, mentre quelli che lo udivano
scongiuravano Dio di non rivolgere piu a loro la
parola.

Voiinvece vi siete accostati al monte Sion, alla
citta del Dio vivente, alla Gerusalemme celeste e
a migliaia di angeli, all’adunanza festosa e
all’assemblea dei primogeniti i cui nomi sono
scritti nei cieli, al Dio giudice di tutti e agli spiriti
dei giusti resi perfetti, a Gesu, mediatore
dell’alleanza nuova.

Canto al Vangelo (Mt 11,29)

Alleluia, alleluia.

Prendete il mio giogo sopra di voi, dice il Signore,
e imparate da me, che sono mite e umile di
cuore.

Alleluia.

VANGELO (Lc 14,1.7-14)

Chiunque si esalta sara umiliato, e chi si umilia
sara esaltato.

Avvenne che un sabato Gesu sireco a casadi
uno dei capi dei farisei per pranzare ed essi
stavano a osservarlo.

Diceva agli invitati una parabola, notando come
sceglievano i primi posti: «Quando sei invitato a
nozze da qualcuno, non metterti al primo posto,
perché non ci sia un altro invitato piu degno di te,
e colui che ha invitato te e lui venga a dirti:
“Cedigli il posto!”. Allora dovrai con vergogna
occupare l'ultimo posto. Invece, quando sei
invitato, va’ a metterti all’'ultimo posto, perché
quando viene colui che ti ha invitato ti dica:
“Amico, vieni piu avanti!”. Allora ne avrai onore
davanti a tutti i commensali. Perché chiungue si
esalta sara umiliato, e chi si umilia sara
esaltato».

Disse poi a colui che l’aveva invitato: «Quando
offri un pranzo o una cena, non invitare i tuoi
amici né i tuoi fratelli né i tuoi parenti né i ricchi
vicini, perché a loro volta non ti invitino anch’essi
e tu abbia il contraccambio. Al contrario, quando
offri un banchetto, invita poveri, storpi, zoppi,
ciechi; e sarai beato perché non hanno da
ricambiarti. Riceverai infatti la tua ricompensa
alla risurrezione dei giusti».

Happy, Happy Birthday

We would like to celebrate special birthdays
with our Parishioners - 80, 90, 95 & 100.

If you or someone you know is about to have one
of these milestone birthdays, family, friends or
even yourself can contact us and we will
organise a small celebration on the Sunday
nearest the birthday date. We need one (1)
months’ notice of the expected date.

Please email Paula at
admin@stjoanofarc.org.au

Thanks. B
Welcome & Events Committee . A »g
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http://www.lachiesa.it/bibbia.php?ricerca=citazione&Cerca=Cerca&Versione_CEI2008=3&Versione_CEI74=1&Versione_TILC=2&VersettoOn=1&Citazione=Sir%203,17-20.28-29
http://www.lachiesa.it/bibbia.php?ricerca=citazione&Cerca=Cerca&Versione_CEI2008=3&Versione_CEI74=1&Versione_TILC=2&VersettoOn=1&Citazione=Sal%2067
http://www.lachiesa.it/bibbia.php?ricerca=citazione&Cerca=Cerca&Versione_CEI2008=3&Versione_CEI74=1&Versione_TILC=2&VersettoOn=1&Citazione=Eb%2012,18-19.22-24
http://www.lachiesa.it/bibbia.php?ricerca=citazione&Cerca=Cerca&Versione_CEI2008=3&Versione_CEI74=1&Versione_TILC=2&VersettoOn=1&Citazione=Lc%2014,1.7-14
mailto:admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
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REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
Heaven Embossed Invitations

Hearing Our Lord's command: 'Invite the poor,
the crippled, to the feast, how do we respond as
citizens of a nation which, in comparative global
terms, is having a great feast? Jesus demands
that we go well beyond an immigration policy
which favours skilled and entrepreneurial
people. They more than 'repay our courtesy' in
terms of economic activity and social stability.

The majority of the poor and the crippled live in
the subsistence villages, the refugee camps, and
the squalor of the megacities of the Third World.

Heaven embossed invitations must be extended
to such as those so that they may join in our
national feast. Only then can we become the
sort of people who, in the great Feast of Heaven,
can join with those poor who are certain to be
there.

We could pause for a moment to pray to put
today's Gospel into effect so that we might hear
Our Lord: 'Friend, join in the Feast. Be close to
me.'

A message from the Archdiocese of
Sydney

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate
people to deal with crimes are the police. If you,
or anyone you know have been abused, please
contact the police. Alternatively, you can
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5813 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.
You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest
) who will be able to provide support
ﬁ and guidance. The Archdiocese has a
\ legal obligation to report crimes to the
police.

Upcoming events

* 6&7 September—Fathers Day Appeal for
Priests’ Retirement Foundation

* 13 &14 September—Sweet Treat Stall

* 14 September—Safe guarding Sunday,
Family Mass, First Reconciliation Class

UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL
Luke 14:1.7-14

Historical Context — Hospitality

In the first century, hospitality carried with it
certain rules and expectations. If you were the
recipient of hospitality, there was an obligation on
you to return hospitality if it were within your
means. Hospitality meant more than feeding
people. It meant extending welcome to people
even if you didn’t know them. There was an
obligation to extend welcome and hospitality to
anyone who asked for it. Travellers knew that they
could enter avillage and ask for a meal and a bed
and they would be provided. Jesus reinterpreted
this obligation of hospitality and extended it to
anyone in need.

Scriptural context - Humility and Honour

Jesus’ comments about taking the place of
honour at a table are introduced as being a
parable. Because itis identified as a parable, we
know that there is a richer meaning below the
surface. In talking about places at a feast, Jesus
is referring to the kingdom of God. We know that
Jesus has already identified that the lowly in this
world will be in a place of honour in the kingdom.
His message is that those who humble
themselves in this world and give hospitality to
the lowly will be lifted up — exalted —in the
kingdom.

Living the Gospel - What’s the cost?

Jesus’ message about humility is as relevant
today as it was in the first century. It is part of
human nature to want to fitin and to want to
belong. Sometimes we are tempted to seek this
acceptance at any cost. When our sense of
belonging is achieved through the harming,
humiliation or exploitation of others then the
price is too high. When our desire for the latest
fashion comes at the expense of others being
able to simply live, then the price is too high.
When we lift ourselves up by putting others down,
then the price is too high.

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

Planned Giving Receipts

Receipts for your donation through Parish Planned
Giving Program 2024-25 are now available in the
Sacristy for collection.




Recently Deceased: Domenico Roda, Silvia Bossi, Lorenzo Manca, Domenico Lo Surdo, Stanley Sanoo,
Greg Copeland

Please note: Names of Recently Deceased will remain for 1 month period before being removed.
Anniversary: Grace Balsamo, Rosario Aversa, Carmela Crupi, Cosimo Caccamo, Olimpia Spadro
Rest in Peace: Vincenzo Patti, Irma Di Pasquantonio, Gaetano & Grouanna Cusumano, Vincenzo Scundi,

Caterina Armeni, Domenico Spadaro
Please note: Names of Anniversary and Rest in Peace will remain for 2 weeks period before being removed.

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of our community:

Weekly Diary 01-07 September 2025

Date Time To note
Tuesday, 02 September 7:00 pm RCIA @ Church
9.00 am Mass—Fathers Day Breakfast
Wednesday, 03 September
2:20 pm Adoration, Rosary
9:00 am Mass
Thursday, 04 September 2:00 pm Charismatic Prayer Group @ Church
Friday, 05 September 9:15am Mass
4:15 pm Confession
Saturday, 06 September P — !
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
9:00 am Mass—Father’s Day
Sunday, 07 September 10:00 am First Reconciliation Classes
6:00 pm Mass
| | (1]
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Donate to the Priests’ Retirement
Foundation Father’s Day appeal

7 September 2025

The Priests’ Retirement Foundation provides many essential services.
This vital ministry relies solely on donations.

“Priests are part of
families at times of
greatjoy, but also great
sadness.”

Support our sick or retired Fathers this Father’s Day.

We are their family now.

D te at : faith ks. /give-to-prf
onate at www.ourfaithourworks.org/give-to-pr _ Fr Geoff Plant

Position Vacant FAMILY EDUCATOR #) St Joan of Arc

St Joan of Arc Catholic Primary School is currently advertising the Family Cotnons Brimr Setiodl Hber i
Educator Position. This is a unique position within a Catholic school. A

position which is flexible, creative and people focused. As the Family Educator your main responsibilities
would be connecting with current families, liaising with preschools and future families, running a weekly
playgroup, social justice, and running workshops, prayer and retreat experiences for families and
parishioners. The requirements of the role make it ideal for someone who is already a part of the parish
and local community. If you know anyone who would be interested in applying please find more
information at the following link https://shorturl.at/4MRFt.

Or complete the parish envelope.

While this position is for 38 hours a fortnight there may be scope to apply for the current parish opening
for Mission and Ministry Coordinator as these two roles will complement each other.



https://shorturl.at/4MRFt
https://stjahaberfield.syd.catholic.edu.au/

| WANT TO LEARN MORE

RITA

You may have seen Rita with a camera in her hand at various church events. She is a keen
photographer. She is also a Minister of Communion, a member of the Welcome and Events

! Committee, and is part of the team that cleans the church. She
loves spectator sport and volunteers for the Roosters and the Davis
Cup tennis.

I was born in Castiglione, Calabria, the third born of four children.
At the time of my birth, my father was just about to disembark from
the ship that had brought him to Australia ahead of the

family. There was sickness on the ship and the passengers were to

be quarantined. My father noticed a picture of St. Rita on the wall,

and prayed to her that the doctor who was examining the
passengers would find him in good health. He was overjoyed to get
a health clearance and rang my mother as soon as he could. ‘You
must name our new daughter Rita’, he said, to acknowledge the
Saint to whom he had prayed for a minor miracle.

I was brought up in Paddington and went to a public school. There

were no Catholic scripture classes at my school. However, a lovely

Rita’s First Holy Communion

lady came and picked up the Catholic pupils in her van and took
them to St Francis Church in Paddington for sacramental instruction. Thus, | was able to do my First
Holy Communion and Confirmation. Having no scripture classes at school gave me a yearning to

learn more about the faith. | love attending Bible studies at

FINALS SERIES

J NRLTELSTRA PREMIERSHIP

SJA. Learning about the Bible makes it easier to read it. | am keen
to attend more bible studies at St Joan of Arc church.

We moved to Haberfield when | was in Year 10. My sister and |
and our mother went to Mass. My father was a hard worker and
had three jobs. On Sunday afternoons we visited our cousins in
Liverpool. My father has now passed away, and | live with my
brother Domenic, my beautiful dog Bella and my mother Geltrude
who turned 98 and is in good health for her age. | would love to be |
able to bring her to Mass more often.

| work for the NSW Police, and one of my duties is training staff on
how to take good quality photos. My work used to involve a lot of
travel to regional areas in NSW. Something happened to me, a
miracle of sorts, that still gives me goosebumps. | had to drive to

Grafton for work, and loaded up the car and checked it the night
before. In the morning the car would not start. This was curious Rita and Roosters Mascot
because it had been fine the previous evening. | called the NRMA, who found nothing wrong with the

car and off | went on my way. Just outside of Grafton there was a fatal car accident. | misseditbya




matter of minutes! | received calls from my boss and many others to check that | was safe. | believe
that God intervened to save me from being involved in that road accident. | cannot think of any other
explanation!

One of my proudest heartwarming moments of my life was when my nephew Joe asked me to be
God mother to his two children Mia and Amarli. It’s such a great honour to be Godmother. Amarliis
only two but | take her to church with me when she stays over on the weekends, she loves the music.
We also say a little prayer together when she lights the candles. Children are such a special gift and
a bond of love that lasts a lifetime.

| pray continuously through the day, starting from when | first wake up. God is a constant presence
in my life.

My hope for the future is that we start a church choir at St Joan of Arc School. Recruiting musicians
and singers from our parish school would inspire young adolescents who would in time become
active and faithful parishioners.
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Are you concerned about S TA L L

the World your children are On the weekend of the 20th & 21st Septemb

growing up in? er the Welcome & Events Committee are
once again holding a “sweet treats” stall
Come and pray together for children to add funds to our John Berne scholarship
IZND helar rpore about Mothers II:ra ers tand
ustralia, from our guest speaker .
Mila D'Cunha Calling on all you bakers,

especially those for cupcakes,
jam makers and preserve
makers eg. pickles
to help in this
venture.

We have cellophane bags, small

SAVE THE DATE!
SEPTEMBER4TH_
"~ T7:00PM

> plastic containers and some jars
For enqui neg%‘f?tﬁf available —if needed or for any
phonethe Parish Offl further information please contact Carmel on

e 9743 1017 or « ~ carmel.mckeough@gmail.com
pastoral@stpatsﬁ%rt ke,org.au LET’S MAKE THIS A BIG SUCCESS.

Position Vacant - Senior Administration Officer
The Institute of Sisters of Mercy of Australia and Papua New Guinea is seeking expressions of interest for
this position. A full-time role and based at Stanmore. Enquiries to Anthony Spata on 0402 210 055 or
anthony@reachhr.com.au.



mailto:anthony@reachhr.com.au

Mary Mother and Queen Mass, Procession and Lunch - A Wonderful
Parish Event

(From a few photos I received)

Last weekend we celebrated the feast of Mary, Mother and Queen. We had a multicultural Mass
followed by our procession in honour of Mary, Mother of God and Queen of Heaven. During the
procession we said the Rosary and offered prayers for peace and goodwill in our world. Many
parishioners, school families and visitors joined our procession. The procession was followed by
lunch for about 130 people in the SJA school hall. During lunch we held a biscuit stall and raised
$800.00 for the John Berne Scholarship.

None of this would have been possible without the contribution of dedicated parish volunteers. |
particularly extend my thanks to Pina Furlan and Frank Capra. Pina made the canopy, banners and
many of the biscuits sold. Frank looked after the logistics of the procession. | also thank Joshua and
Luca, two students completing their hours of service for the Pope Francis/Leo Awards and their
mothers Emma and Christine for helping with lunch preparations. Finally, many thanks to the
Welcome and Events Committee for organising lunch and to everyone who provided a plate of food
to share. —-FrThomas

The Sisters of Charity Heritage
Centre brings alive the spirit of the
Congregation, it's history and heritage

Australia's first religious sisters have
. Join us for our new kids youth group where we will grow been of service to the community
stronger together through fun, faith and fellowship! regardless of creed, wealth or
ethnicity, for over 185 years
[
q Tuesday - Thursday
10.00am-3.00pm or by appointment

Free entry, parking available
Bookings recommended

2" Monday of every month

6pm - 7pm %&
<z

You too are part of this continuing
0 St Joan of Arc School Hall

and living heritage and wed love
to welcome you

Please note that the next G.Y.M will take place on
Monday 8th September

This month our theme is “l am the Way”'! - .
(wmw) Sisters | HERITAGE
; of Charity CENTRE

¥
Wi of Australia




