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97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW
2045

P: 02 9798 6657

E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
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Tuesday—Friday 9am-3pm
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Fr Thomas Kurunthanam
thomas.kurunthanam@sydneycatholic.org
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Officer (PSSO):
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M: 0413 481 039
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Eucharist:

Weekend:
Saturday (Vigil): 5.00pm
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Weekdays :
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Thursday: 9.00am
Friday: 9.15am

Reconciliation:
Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm
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Principal: Amanda Gahan
P: 9798 9780

Domremy College:
Principal: Antoinette McGahan
P: 9712 2133

Marriage Relationship
Education

E: mre@catholiccare.org
P: 9509 1234

Healing Grief & Loss after
Abortion

M: 0400 092 555

E: info@rachelsvineyard.org.au

Catholic Care Pregnancy
Counselling Support
P: 1318 19

St Joan of Arc Parish
Haberfield

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR C 10 AUGUST 2025

From the Pastor

The Assumption of Our Lady

The Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, celebrated on
August 15th, commemorates the belief that Mary, the Mother of Jesus, —
was taken body and soul into heaven at the end of her earthly life. In the Roman
Catholic tradition, it is commonly held that Mary was assumed directly into heaven
without experiencing death. However, in Eastern Christian traditions (both
Catholic and Orthodox), it is believed that Mary first "slept in God" (experienced
death) before her assumption. This belief is celebrated at the Church of the
Dormition in the Kedron Valley, situated between Jerusalem and the Mount of
Olives.

The Feast of the Assumption celebrates Mary's unique and profound role in
salvation history, though it has not been without controversy. Protestant traditions,
seeking to remain wholly Christocentric, typically view Mary's role primarily as
the chosen vessel who carried the Saviour into the world. Nevertheless, they
greatly esteem Mary as an exemplary person of faith, moral integrity, and as
someone deeply involved in God's saving work.

Historically, devotion to Mary and its growth have often been closely connected to
Christological debates. Notably, controversies surrounding the title "Mother of
God" in the early Church arose from differing perspectives on the nature of Christ.
The central issue was whether Mary gave birth to Jesus Christ as one divine person
(fully God and fully human) or merely to His human nature.

The most significant debate involved Nestorius, the Patriarch of Constantinople,
who opposed using the title "Mother of God." He preferred the title "Mother of
Christ," believing Mary bore only Jesus’ human nature. This controversy was
fundamentally about Christ's identity—whether He was one person with two
distinct natures or two separate persons (divine and human).

Another related controversy in the fourth century involved Arius, an Alexandrian
priest. Arius argued erroneously that Jesus, the Son, was a created being and
therefore not equal with God, a position rejected by the Church as heretical.

However, well before these controversies arose, early Church Fathers like
Tertullian (160-240 AD) affirmed Mary's title as "Mother of God" in writings such
as "On the Flesh of Christ." In the early fifth century, Cyril of Alexandria and Pope
Celestine I robustly defended the title "Mother of God," asserting that Mary gave
birth to a single person—Jesus Christ—who is fully divine and fully human. Their
position emphasized the truth that mothers give birth to persons, not merely
natures.

The Council of Ephesus in 431 AD ultimately condemned Nestorianism as
heretical and officially affirmed Mary's title as the "Mother of God." This
declaration clarified the orthodox Christian understanding that Jesus Christ is one
person in whom two natures—human and divine—are perfectly united.

Following these clarifications, Marian devotion steadily grew, and various feasts
were established to honour Mary. The Assumption of Mary, declared a dogma of
the Catholic Church by Pope Pius XII in 1950, expresses the belief that Mary was
taken body and soul into Heaven upon the completion of her earthly journey. Thus,
the Feast of the Assumption honours not only Mary herself but also profoundly
affirms the mystery of Christ, fully divine and fully human.
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First Reading Wisdom 18:6-9

Just as you struck our enemies, you made us glorious
by calling us to you.

That night had been foretold to our ancestors,

so that, once they saw what kind of oaths they
had put their trust in, they would joyfully take
courage.

This was the expectation of your people,

the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of their
enemies; for by the same act with which you took
vengeance on our foes you made us glorious by
calling us to you.

The devout children of worthy men offered
sacrifice in secret and this divine pact they struck
with one accord:

that the saints would share the same blessings
and dangers alike; and forthwith they had begun
to chant the hymns of the fathers.

The Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm Ps32:1.12.18-20.22.R.v.12
(R.) Happy the people the Lord has chosen to
be his own.
1. Ring outyour joy to the Lord, O you just;

for praise is fitting for loyal hearts.

They are happy, whose God is the Lord,

the people he has chosen as his own. (R)

2. The Lord looks on those who revere him,
on those who hope in his love,
to rescue their souls from death,
to keep them alive in famine. (R)

3. Our soulis waiting for the Lord.
The Lord is our help and our shield.
May your love be upon us, O Lord,
as we place all our hope in you. (R)

Second Reading Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-12
We will look for the city designed and built by God.
Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we
hope for, or prove the existence of the realities
that at present remain unseen. It was for faith
that our ancestors were commended.

It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to
set out for a country that was the inheritance
given to him and his descendants, and that he set
out without knowing where he was going. By faith
he arrived, as a foreigner, in the Promised Land,
and lived there as if in a strange country, with
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the
same promise. They lived there in tents while he

looked forward to a city founded, designed and
built by God.

It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being
past the age, was made able to conceive,
because she believed that he who had made the
promise would be faithful to it. Because of this,
there came from one man, and one who was
already as good as dead himself, more
descendants than could be counted, as many as
the stars of heaven or the grains of sand on the
seashore.

The Word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42. 44
Alleluia, alleluia!

Be watchful and ready:

You know not when the Son of Man is coming .

Alleluia!

Gospel Luke 12:35-40

See that you are prepared.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘See that you are
dressed for action and have your lamps lit. Be like
men waiting for their master to return from the
wedding feast, ready to open the door as soon as
he comes and knocks. Happy those servants
whom the master finds awake when he comes. |
tell you solemnly, he will put on an apron, sit
them down at table and wait on them. It may be
in the second watch he comes, or in the third, but
happy those servants if he finds them ready. You
may be quite sure of this, that if the householder
had known at what hour the burglar would come,
he would not have let anyone break through the
wall of his house. You too must stand ready,
because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you
do not expect.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

Upcoming events
* 13 & 20 August - Pilgrims of Hope
according to Luke @ 7pm

* 16 August — parish consultation re Sydney
Sydnod 2026 @ 3pm

* 24 August — Marion celebration with mass
@ 9am, followed by a procession and lunch
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PRIMA LETTURA Sap 18,6-9

Come punisti gli avversari, cosi glorificasti noi,
chiamandoci a te.

La notte [della liberazione] fu preannunciata ai
nostri padri,

perché avessero coraggio,

sapendo bene a quali giuramenti avevano
prestato fedelta.

ILtuo popolo infatti era in attesa

della salvezza dei giusti, della rovina dei nemici.
Difatti come punisti gli avversari,

cosi glorificasti noi, chiamandoci a te.

| figli santi dei giusti offrivano sacrifici in segreto
e siimposero, concordi, questa legge divina:

di condividere allo stesso modo successi e
pericoli,

intonando subito le sacre lodi dei padri.

Parola di Dio

SALMO RESPONSORIALE Sal 32
Rit: Beato il popolo scelto dal Signore.
Esultate, o giusti, nel Signore;

per gli uomini retti € bella la lode.

Beata la nazione che ha il Sighore come Dio,
il popolo che egli ha scelto come sua eredita.

Ecco, Uocchio del Signore & su chi lo teme,
su chi spera nel suo amore,

per liberarlo dalla morte

e nutrirlo in tempo di fame.

L’anima nostra attende il Signore:
egli € nostro aiuto e nostro scudo.
Su di noi siail tuo amore, Signore,
come da te noi speriamo. .

SECONDA LETTURA Eb11,1-2.8-12
Aspettava la citta il cui architetto e costruttore & Dio
stesso.

Fratelli, la fede &€ fondamento di cio che si sperae
prova di cido che non sivede. Per questafede i
nostri antenati sono stati approvati da Dio.

Per fede, Abramo, chiamato da Dio, obbedi
partendo per un luogo che doveva ricevere in
eredita, e parti senza sapere dove andava.

Per fede, egli soggiorno nella terra promessa
come in una regione straniera, abitando sotto le
tende, come anche Isacco e Giacobbe, coeredi
della medesima promessa. Egli aspettava infatti
la citta dalle salde fondamenta, il cui architetto e
costruttore e Dio stesso.

Per fede, anche Sara, sebbene fuori dell’et3,

ricevette la possibilita di diventare madre, perché
ritenne degno di fede colui che glielo aveva
promesso. Per questo da un uomo solo, e inoltre
gia segnato dalla morte, nacque una
discendenza numerosa come le stelle del cielo e
come la sabbia che si trova lungo la spiaggia del
mare e non si pud contare.

Parola di Dio

CANTO AL VANGELO
Alleluia, alleluia.

Vegliate e tenetevi pronti,
perché, nell’ora che non immaginate,
viene il Figlio dell’uomo.

Alleluia.

VANGELO

Anche voi tenetevi pronti.
In quel tempo, Gesu disse ai suoi discepoli:
«Siate pronti, con le vesti strette ai fianchi e le
lampade accese; siate simili a quelli che
aspettano il loro padrone quando torna dalle
nozze, in modo che, quando arriva e bussa, gli
aprano subito.

Beati quei servi che il padrone al suo ritorno
trovera ancora svegli; in verita io vi dico, si
stringera le vesti ai fianchi, li fara mettere a tavola
e passera a servirli. E se, giungendo nel mezzo
della notte o prima dell’alba, li trovera cosi, beati
loro!

Cercate di capire questo: se il padrone di casa
sapesse a quale oraviene il ladro, non si
lascerebbe scassinare la casa. Anche voi
tenetevi pronti perché, nell’ora che non
immaginate, viene il Figlio dell’uomo».

Mt 24,42-44

Lc 12, 35-40

Parola del Signore

Happy, Happy Birthday

We would like to celebrate special birthdays
with our Parishioners - 80, 90, 95 & 100.

If you or someone you know is about to have one
of these milestone birthdays, family, friends or
even yourself can contact us and we will
organise a small celebration on the Sunday
nearest the birthday date. We need one (1)
months’ notice of the expected date.

Please email Paula at

admin@stjoanofarc.org.au B
Thanks. Y 0@

Welcome & Events Committee
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REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
The Gospel and the Commonwealth

Jesus lived in a remote part of the Roman Empire
where the majority eked out an existence. One of
the few ways in which redistribution of wealth
could occur was by voluntarily giving to the poor.
So Jesus instructs his followers: ‘Sell your
possessions and give generously to those in
need.’

We live in a very different society: ‘The
Commonwealth of Australia.”‘Common-wealth’
indicates that the wealth of this nation, its people
and resources, are meant to be directed to the
common good.

So, we must respond to Our Lord’s command in
ways very different to what was possible in his
day.

We have a compulsory taxation system which
forces us to give up some of our possessions,
some of our wealth to the common-wealth.
Taxation and social justice policies help fulfil Our
Lord’s command to create a society more
humane than anything remotely possible under
the Roman Empire. And that would please Our
Lord. Why?

In part because those in need are helped. But,
perhaps in greater part, because it makes us
larger hearted people. We have to arrive at the
moment of death with a heart so capacious that
it can include the billions of people we hope
inhabit heavenly existence.

We might pause for a moment to pray for our
hearts to be expanded by our contribution to the
common-wealth of all peoples throughout the
world.

© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The &
appropriate people to deal with ﬁ
crimes are the police. If you, or i'i
anyone you know have been

abused, please contact the police.

Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5813 or
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org.

You may also want to speak to your Parish Priest who
will be able to provide support and guidance. The

Archdiocese has a legal obligation to report crimes to
the police.

UNDERSTANDING THE GOSPEL

Historical Context - Parousia

The Greek word parousia means ‘presence’ or
‘arrival’. In ancient times the word was usually
associated with the formal visit of a king or a
ruler. The parousia of a king was a significant and
sometimes formidable event. In the writings of
the New Testament, the word is used for the
return of Christ, the drawing to a close of
salvation history and the full establishment of
the kingdom of God. The earliest Christians
expected to see the Parousia in their own
lifetimes. The realisation that this was not to be
the case led to a rethinking about living a
Christian life.

Gospel Focus - Answer the Question!

Peter asks Jesus very specifically, ‘Lord, do you
mean this parable for us, or for everyone?’
Frustratingly for Peter (and for the audience),
Jesus doesn’t give the direct question a direct
answer, he answers the question with another
story. Throughout the gospels, this is a constant
tactic used by Jesus. He almost never gives a
question a straightforward answer. By doing this,
he invites the questioner to reflect on their own
question and their purpose in asking it in the first
place. He also cleverly avoids being tied down to
ayes/no answer when a matter is not that
simple.

Have you thought? — Stewardship

Jesus responds to Peter’s questioning the gospel
in a roundabout way by speaking about a
steward acting either faithfully and with wisdom
or alternatively irresponsibly and recklessly. A
steward is one who stands in the place of the
master during the master’s absence —taking on
the duties, responsibilities and authority of the
master. That’s exactly what Christian people are
called to do: become stewards who act in the
place of Jesus as we await his return. As the
prayer of St Teresa of Avila says, Christ has no
body now on earth but yours.

Greg Sunter © Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd

Planned Giving Receipts

Receipts for your donation through Parish Planned
Giving Program 2024-25 are now available in the
Sacristy for collection. Should you have any queries
re your receipts, please email the parish office.




Recently Deceased: Domenico Roda, Silvia Bossi, Lorenzo Manca, Domenico Lo Surdo

Please note: Names of Recently Deceased will remain for 1 month period before being removed.

Anniversary: Grace Balsamo

Rest in Peace: Vincenzo Patti, Irma Di Pasquantonio

Please note: Names of Anniversary and Rest in Peace will remain for 2 weeks period before being removed.

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of our community:

Lucy Denley, Lucy Tudehope, Silvana Cocilova, Vittoria Colantuono, Enrico Cuomo, John Khoury, Mary Finios, Glen
Dixon, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria Lavecchia, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna
Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco.

Weekly Diary 11 -17 August 2025

Date Time To note
5:00 pm St Vincent de Paul Conference @ Children’s Liturgy room
Tuesday, 12 August
7:00 pm RCIA @ Church
9:00 am Mass
Wednesday, 13 August 7:00 pm Pilgrims of Hope according to Luke @ Church
7:30 pm Liturgy Committee @ Presbytery
9:00 am Mass
Thursday, 14 August 2:00 pm Charismatic Prayer Group @ Church
7:30 pm Social Justice Committee @ Presbytery
Friday, 15 August . .
Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed 9:15am Mass , school attendmg
3:00 pm Parish consultation re Sydney Synod 2026 @ Church
Saturday, 16 August P y y y @
4:15 pm - Confession
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
Sunday, 17 August 9:00 am Mass
6:00 pm Mass

Marion celebration

We will be celebrating the feast of Mary, our Mother
and Queen on Sunday 24th August at the 9am Mass.

Following Mass, there will be a procession, where the
statue of Mary will be carried around the church and
then across to the school for light lunch. During the
procession, we will recite the Rosary in honour of Our
Lady.

We invite everyone to come and join us for this
special feast. We invite those participating to assist
with lunch by providing a dish from your culture — hot
or cold, sweet or savoury. We want this to be a
multicultural expression of our faith where we can
celebrate our various beginnings.

— —
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Thank you

Paula Cheng, Parish Secretary will be on leave from 12 August to 5 September
2025. During this period, Fr Thomas will be happy to have volunteers to look after
the Parish Office, especially telephone and door calls. Speak with Fr Thomas if
you can help.




THE POWER OF PRAYER

FR. THOMAS

How did a boy from a village in India come to live in Australia as a young priest, and adopt it as his own
country? It’s a long story, with many twists and turns but | will tell you what | can in this abbreviated story.

| was the third born in a family of seven and the first born son. | had two older sisters, who later became nuns,
one has just celebrated her 50th Jubilee of religious life, and the other sadly died three years ago. My father
owned a farm that produced cash crops - ginger, pepper and other local spices which he sold to shops. He
had labourers working for him. As a school boy | tapped the rubber trees with him every day, which is a
special skill he taught me. We had animals for our household needs, a couple of cows, some goats and
chickens. We had a dog and his job was to protect the household, rather than be a pet. The children loved the
baby goats and would play with them. | was close to my parents and they told me many stories about their
lives, the things they had experienced, my forbears and family history. My father’s dream was to have me help
him with the farm and eventually take it over, a story that is common in Australia also. But the dreams of the
child are not always the same as the dreams of the father.

My parents were devout Catholics in the tradition of St. Thomas the Apostle who came to India in 52 AD, and
established the earliest and original Catholic Church there. At home we said the rosary and other prayers
every evening and went to Mass on weekends at the church which was about 2 kms from our home. But there
was no Catholic school in my village, so | was sent to an Orthodox school.

The 70’s were a time of social upheaval, one could say ‘revolution’. In the West there was the sexual
revolution and drug use became widespread. In the whole of the East, including India, there was a different
kind of social unrest, because of widespread poverty. Communism was a widely held ideology. It was
common to have political movements in the schools. Even as a school boy, you could register your political
association, which | did. Underpinning my association was support for the common people and the
marginalized, which is consistent with Christ’s message. At around this time, or a little after, | came to know a
: m missionary who was working with the poor in Bangladesh. | was very impressed by
this man and wanted to work with him on his mission, so enrolled in a vocational
camp as a first step, but my parents were against it. After a second failed attempt to
join a mission, | opted to train to become a diocesan priest. | joined the seminary at
j seventeen years of age and completed a philosophy degree, along with other studies.
| worked for a time in a school teaching and managing the boarding part of the
school. More studies including a degree in Theology followed. | was ordained as a
diocesan priest when | was twenty-seven.

I had no plans to come to Australia, but in an unlikely chain of events, | was invited by
Cardinal Clancy. How did he know about me? My cousin, Fr. Joe, went to Sydney for
medical treatment and stayed on as the first Indian priest in New South Wales.
Cardinal Clancy heard about me from my cousin, and decided that another Indian
priest would lessen my cousin’s isolation. So it was not strictly a call from God,
although in hindsight it seems it was God’s plan. It was 1992, and at that time | had
been a priest for seven years. | became assistant priest at a number of parishes, then
i had my own parishes at Bankstown, Cronulla, Berala and now Haberfield. | have
Thomas , seminarian been a priest in Australia for thirty-three years and it is now my home.

One of my first assighments in India as a priest was to establish a parish in a remote village. There were no
access roads and plenty of snakes! Neither was there a church, but there was a large disused cardamom
processing structure that could be converted into a simple church, with a residence for me. This dilapidated
building accommodated well over a hundred people at Mass every Sunday. There were Masses at other times
as well, that were less well attended. The villagers grew some cash crops, pepper, cardamom and marijuana.
They also distilled alcohol which they sold to other villagers causing many social problems associated with
alcohol abuse.

| badly wanted to build up this faith community, and after giving it much thought, decided to hold a ‘First
Friday’ devotion once a month. | promoted it after Mass for several weeks, and when the day came, | was
waiting for people to arrive. | was so eager to lead this new ministry! You can imagine my amazement and
disappointment when not one person turned up. “Perhaps this is not what God wants,’ | thought to myself. So
what do | do now? | prayed. | prayed and prayerfully meditated for about half an hour each morning for a




month or two. Then one day a lady came and tentatively asked me
if lwould come to her house to pray and read the bible. Of course |
would, on one proviso - that she ask some of her neighbours to join

. us, to which she gladly agreed. It was a great success! Before long,
W} » others asked for the same thing to be held at their homes. The
- whole thing snowballed! Gradually | noticed that people were
- deciding to quit making alcohol and even turning away from
marijuana cultivation. This could not be a coincidence. It could
qonly be God’s work. | callit a miracle!
,“" I’m wondering if we could bring about a miracle like thatin

Fr Thomas and his painting " Haberfield, gathering up some of our ‘lost sheep’ by meeting in
people’s homes for bible prayer and conversation (fellowship).
This idea came to me while | was on leave in India, and thinking, praying and meditating about our parish.
Haberfield has the highest concentration of Catholics in Australia, but only one is church going. Perhaps we
can prayonitand if it is God’s will, we can work out how to make this happen together. There is a big harvest
in Haberfield and much work to be done! God Bless Us.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intention

August September
For mutual coexistence For our relationship
Let us pray that societies with all of creation

where coexistence seems |Let us pray that, inspired
more difficult might not by Saint Francis, we

succumb to the might experience our
temptation of interdependence with all
confrontation for ethnic, |creatures who are loved Theology +Philosaphy s Histary » L iterature
political, religious, or by God and worthy of ‘ _
ideological reasons. love and respect. Learn more and apply: www.campion.edu.au
Sydney Synod Preparation Pilgrims of Hope according to Luke
In preparation for the Sydney Synod from 30 Fr Thomas will be giving 3 talks on the Gospel of

April to 3 May 2026, Archbishop Anthony Fisher | Luke as a pilgrimage of hope. The themes
is seeking positive, practical, and faithful ideas include:

on how we can make our Church in Sydney more | , p|LGRIMAGES DESTINED TO SACRED GOAL,

vibrant through more prayerful liturgies, more NOT PLACES;

Chris‘t-cen’Fred communities and being more + JESUS SUBSTITUTING THE TEMPLE WITH
mission-oriented. HIMSELF;

Here at SJA Parish we are holding three + JESUS AND THE NEW EXODUS

sessions for discussion and developing ideas | The sessions will be held at 7pm- 8.30 pm on
on Saturdays. The next and last session will Wednesdays, 13 & 20 August.

be held on 16th August @3pm in the church.

The Parish will then
present our ideas at a
general meeting on 14th
October at the St Mary’s
Cathedral. Please join us
at one of these Saturday
sessions to ensure we
have comprehensive
information for our input
at the Cathedral meeting.

Shared discussion will also be part of the
sessions.

You are .
welcome to N
register for the i Lyl

program using L3

the registration = : "
card provided

at the entrance

e 55 of the Church or email the parish:

7\ g o e admin@stjoanofarc.org.au.




Billings LIFE invites you to join a special
one-hour webinar during the
Natural Fertility Awareness Week 2025.

If you are dreaming of growing your family join us
to discover how the Billings Ovulation Method®
can support your journey to pregnancy.

To register and to find more information please
click on the link:
https://events.humanitix.com/boost-your-baby-
odds-naturally-with-the-billings-method

An invitation email will be sent to prior to the
webinar on Monday 18th August.

First Holy Communion 2025

Parents of children who have enrolled in
the 2025 First Holy Communion
preparatory program are reminded that
the first parents meeting will be held at
7pm, Wednesday 27 August at the
parish church.

Congratulations to our

Dempsey Medalists
Rhonda Albani & Marea Dorman

Let’s celebrate with them at morning tea after
today’s 9am mass.

Join us for our new kids youth group where we will grow
stronger together through fun, faith and fellowship!

]

i 2"Y Monday of every month
6pm - 7pm : ]

e St Joan of Arc School Hall

Please note that the next G.Y.M will take place on
Monday 14" July (the second week of the school
holidays)

This month our theme is prayer!
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