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Dear Parishioners of St Joan of Arc

| am privileged to be appointed to be your pastor, from 20 January 2024 onwards. After
finishing 12 years of service at Berala Parish, | had been doing a Sabbatical Program
(Ministry to Ministers) of renewal in Texas, USA, four months of renewal. Currently |
am with my 95-year-old mum and my siblings in Kerala, India. | will be returning to
Sydney on 15 January; and | am looking forward to making my home with you at
Haberfield. | thank Fr Phil Zadro whom | know as a wonderful pastor. Before becoming
Parish Priest for the first time, | was his assistant Priest at Bankstown where | was
trained well.

I wish you all a blessed Christmas and happy New Year.

Looking forward to meeting you all in person.

Fr Thomas Kurunthanam

Happy and Holy Christmas to everyone with particular thanks for the way you give
life to the Parish family through your joyful commitment to your faith and belonging.

Being Christmas reminds me that | have always been at home in “my” Parish at
Christmas time. There have been Easters when | was in another place, but Christmas
has always found me at home.

And isn’t that what Christmas speaks to us about—being at home? And its
importance is so deep that there are people for whom Christmas is a sad time
because home is a sad and lonely place.

Christmas reminds us that, in Jesus, God came to be at home with us in time, to
show everyone the way to be at home with God for ever.

Thanks for making St Joan of Arc home for me these past 7+ years.

Fr Phil

Farewell morning tea for Fr Phil will be held following
the 9am Mass on 14th January. All welcome.
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Tuesday 26th December St Stephen, the first martyr.

Wednesday 27th December St John, apostle, evangelist.

Thursday 28th December The Holy Innocents, martyrs.

Sunday 31st December The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph

New Year’s Day - Mass 9am

Parish Office closure: The Parish Office will be closed from 25th
December, reoloening on Tuesddg 2nd Jomuar:’.

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community,

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.”




Christmas as Shattering the Containers of Our
Expectations

Funny how God invariably shatters the containers of our
expectations. We have a notion of how God should act and God
ends up acting in a way that shatters all of those expectations
and yet fulfills our expectations in a deeper way. That’s
certainly true of what happened in Bethlehem at the first
Christmas.

For centuries, men and women of faith, aware of their
helplessness to rectify everything that’s wrong in life, had been
praying for God to come to earth as a Messiah, a Savior, to
clean up the earth and right all that’s wrong with it. Exactly
how this was to happen was perhaps more of an inchoate
longing for justice, a hungry hope, than any kind of clear vision,
at least until the great Jewish prophets came along. Eventually
prophets like Isaiah began to articulate a vision of what would
happen when the Messiah came. In these visions, the Messiah
would usher in a “Messianic Age”, a new time, when
everything would be made right. There would be prosperity for
the poor, healing for the sick, freedom from every type of
enslavement, and justice for all (including punishment for the
wicked). The poor and the meek would inherit the earth because
the long-sought Messiah would simply overpower all evil, drive
the wicked off the face of the earth, and make all things right.

And after all those centuries of waiting, of longing, what did we
get? What did we get? A helpless, naked baby, unable to feed
himself. That wasn’t the way anyone expected this to happen.
They had expected a Superhuman, a Superstar, someone whose
muscle, intellect, physical stature, invulnerability, and
invincibility would simply dwarf all the powers on the planet in
a way that there could be no argument, no resistance, no
standing against its presence.

That’s still the way, mostly, we fantasize how God’s power
should work in our world. But, as we know from the first
Christmas, that’s not normally the way God works. What was
revealed in Bethlehem is that normally we meet the presence
and power of God in our world as a helpless infant lying in the
straw, vulnerable, seemingly powerless, touching us
subliminally.

Why? Why doesn’t the all-powerful Creator of the universe flex
more muscle? Why is God normally revealed more in the body
of an infant than in that of Superstar? Why? Because the power
of God works to melt hearts rather than break them, and that’s
what vulnerability and helplessness can do. That’s what infants
can do. God’s power, at least God’s power to draw us into
intimacy with each other, doesn’t normally work through might,
muscles, and cool (invulnerability). It works through a lot of
things, but it works with a special power through vulnerability
and helplessness. Intimacy is predicated on vulnerability. You
cannot overpower another person so as to make him or her love
you, unless you overpower his or her heart the way an infant
does. We can seduce each other through attractiveness, draw
admiration through our talents, and intimidate each other
through superior strength, but none of these will ultimately
provide the basis for a shared community of life for long ... but
the powerlessness and innocence of a baby can provide that.

God’s power, like a baby sleeping in its crib, lies in our world
as a quiet invitation, not as a threat or coercion. When Christ
took on flesh in our world in Bethlehem two thousand years ago
and then died seemingly helpless on a cross in Jerusalem some
thirty years later, this is what was revealed: the God who is

incarnated in Jesus Christ enters into human suffering rather
than stands clear of it, is in solidarity with us rather than
standing apart from us, manifests that the route to glory is
downward rather than upward, stands with the poor and
powerless rather than with the rich and powerful, invites rather
than coerces, and is more manifest in a baby than in a
superstar.

But that isn’t always easy to grasp, nor accept. We are often
frustrated and impatient with God who, as scripture tells, can
seem slow to act. Jesus promised that the poor and the meek
would inherit the earth and this seems forever belied by what’s
actually happening in the world. The rich are getting richer and
the poor don’t seem to be inheriting much. What good does a
helpless infant do apropos to this? Where do we see messianic
power acting?

Well, again the containers of our expectations need to be
shattered. What does it mean “to inherit the earth”? To be a
superstar? To be rich and famous? To have power over others?
To walk into a room and be instantly recognized and admired
as being significant and important? Is that the way we “inherit
the earth”? Or, do we “inherit the earth” when a coldness is
melted in our hearts and we are brought back to our primal
goodness by the smile of a baby?

Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser.
He can be contacted through his website, www.ronrolheiser.com.
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

Recently Deceased: Frank Bova, Robert Pirto, Cathy Rinaudo, Pietro
Leto, Giuseppe Annetta, Ken McTaggart, Colin A. Kerr, Giustino Tauriello,
Fatima Taukitoku, Jose Antonio Probaos, Placido Veneziano, Fr Michael
Mullins SM, Sr Joan McBride SM.
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month
period before being removed.

Rest in Peace: Concetta Lo Surdo, Giustino Tauriello, Antonio Nesci,
Beniamino Di Pasquantonio, Antonino Di Girolamo, Giuseppe Colantuono,
Michael & Mary Kayrooz and Families, Marco Monaco, Nunzia Ferrara,
Angelo Testa, Salvatore Giarratano, Joe Di Marti, Mary Attard, Luciano
Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Salvatore Procopio, Monika Fisi'ihoi, Domenico
Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda,
Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De
Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, Rocco
Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, lolanda Caruso, Domenico
Catalano, llario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania Concetta
Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo Angilletta, Joe
Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico &
Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico
Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John &
Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in
Purgatory.

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of
our _community: Enrico Cuomo, Neville Hill, John Kcoury, Mary Finios,
Rose Uthappa, Asela Savieti, Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin,
Vittoria Lavecchia, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz
Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise
Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin without
the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify on your
Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or contact the
Parish Office on 9798 6657

CUARDS A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
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N7\ Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
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| know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial

REAN /%5 Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak
V”"o( 0 Enwo /S to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation
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