
         FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT   - YEAR A -   19 March 2023                 

 
Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan 

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community, 

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within 

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.” 

Parish Office:  
 

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  
 
P: 02 9798 6657  
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 
Office hours:  
 Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am - 3pm 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 
 

Parish Team:  
Secretary:  
 Antonella Pesci 
Pastoral Associate:  
 Maria Condello 
 Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

Parish Safeguarding Support Officer 
(PSSO):  
 Tony Mediati 
 0413 481 039 
 PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Eucharist: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening: 5.00pm 
 Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm  
    (Check for changes  on special 
 Feast Days) 
 

Weekdays: 
 Wednesday & Thursday: 9.00am 
 Friday: 9.15am 
 Tuesday evening may be available 
 for memorial Masses. 
  

Reconciliation: 
 Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 
Schools: 
SJOA Primary: 
Principal: Amanda Gahan  
P: 9798 9780 
 
Domremy College: 
Principal: Antoinette McGahan 
P: 9712 2133 

Pastoral Council 
 

Who are the members? Each week a council member will be featured so you can 
get to know them.  
 

Julianne Greenfield – Deputy Chairperson 
 

I’m Julianne Greenfield, a relative newcomer, having 
attended St Joan of Arc church for 5 years. Although I am a 
long-time Christian, I became a Catholic when my husband, 
Frank Brancatisano, and I decided to marry. 
 

I’m a reader at mass on Sunday nights, a member of the 
Parish Council, involved with the social justice group and 
the Alpha program. 
 

I am an advocate of lifelong learning and lifelong spiritual 
growth and development. My other interests include bible 
study, reading, writing (non-fiction and memoir) and 
gardening. 

 

 
 
 
 

Thu lost his leg after stepping on a land mine in Vietnam. With the support of the Centre for 
Sustainable Rural Development, Thu can now earn extra income and care for his wife as she recovers 
from a stroke. 
 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2023. 
 

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow 
For All Future Generations. 
 

You can donate through Project Compassion envelopes available on table in the church, by visiting  
caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or by calling 1800 024 413. 

Fourth Sunday of Lent 
18 & 19 March 

Weddings in St Joan of Arc Church 
 

18th March - Samuel Norman Fletcher & Tina-Marie Tesoriero 
1st April - Sharni Roberts & Lenny Volpicella 

Easter (Palm Sunday and Easter Triduum) liturgies sign up sheet is in the 
Sacristy. Please place your name on the sheet for ministries. Please note:- to give 
others the opportunity to indicate a ministry, please only place your name once on the 
sheet at this stage.  

Parish Working Bee - Many hands make light work! 
 
To have our church and grounds looking beautiful for Easter there will be a working 
bee on Saturday 1st April - 8:30 to 10:30.  



 

 

Holy Year 2025 and the Study of Vatican II 
 

 Reading the documents of Vatican II is helped by a knowledge of the styles of previous councils. Many , if not all of these, 
were convened to resolve a question. If we go back to the earliest centuries of the Christian story, serious questions arose like 
“Was Jesus Christ both God and man? How was he both man and God? How can we understand these things? What is the place 
of the Holy Spirit? What is the nature of the Trinity? 
 

 Early Councils grappled with these and other ideas that were being proposed and or taught in some places. One such Council, 
the Council of Nicaea, in 325, established the equality of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit in the Holy Trinity and asserted 
that only the Son became incarnate as Jesus Christ. This Council’s deliberations gave us the Nicene Creed, a summary and 
statement of correct doctrine.  
 

 The Council of Trent, with three sessions between 1545—1563, was convened to determine a response to the Protestant 
Reformation. It produced decrees which restated and reaffirmed Catholic doctrine and set about correcting much that was out 
of order in the Church generally. 
 

 The Second Vatican Council took on a completely different style; rather than issue edicts of condemnation on anyone who 
took a doctrinally wrong path, Vatican II presents an ideal and seeks to persuade the reader to take up that ideal. It sought to 
respond to the need identified by Pope John XXIII for ‘aggiornamento’ or “bringing up to date” of the Church. 
 

 The first major document debated and among the first promulgated was “Sacrosanctum Concilium”, the Constitution on the 
Sacred Liturgy, which invited, and continues to invite the Church to refresh its foundations, recognising that it is through 
Baptism that we are “implanted in the Paschal Mystery of Christ: they die with him, are buried with him, and rise with him”.  6.  
 

 And while it would be easy for anyone who has been born after the Council to see it as a historical event that is past, or as 
something perhaps drawn up theoretically, a movement of liturgical renewal had already been stirring in the Church for over a 
century. The impetus for this stirring was a renewed attention to Scripture, to early Christian writings and to the renewal of 
monastic life and prayer. Pope Pius XII wrote an encyclical letter in 1947, Mediator Dei,  which spoke in favour of liturgical 
reform. And, between 1951 and 1956, during his pontificate, the rites of the Easter Triduum were reformed, in particular, 
restoring the observance of the Easter Vigil. 
 

 The changes that emerged from Vatican II did have deep roots in the Church, they weren’t new fancies. 

 
Some insights from: Keys to the Council – Unlocking the Teaching of Vatican II. Richard R Gaillardetz, Catherine E. Clifford. Liturgical Press. 2012. 

March Events 
 
There have been several March events so far. As a community we gathered with the other Christian churches to  
mark World Day of Prayer. We welcomed the kindy children and their families as they marked the new milestone of 
starting school. Last Saturday the Welcome and Events committee hosted a Fashion Parade.  

 



 

 

REFLECTION 
 

“The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him.” 
 

Setting out on a journey, the first thing many people do is 
enter a postcode into the satnav or into a phone. The route 
is quickly calculated with a few alternatives and a time of 
arrival is given. Although it looks very clear, we know that 
when we set out there are many events that can happen that 
may delay the journey or even make it impossible. There is 
always a gap between the plan and the reality, which we 
can never predict. Life is even more unpredictable. There 
are so many matters that are out of our hands: the 
complexity of relationships, sickness, accidents, death, to 
name but a few. What we know, in faith, is that God loves 
us and sent God’s Son to walk with us, and that the Spirit 
will guide us every day and night. As we make our 
Christian journey, the Holy Spirit is the helper who 
deepens our loving friendship with Jesus and guides our 
decisions as well as giving us courage. The Holy Spirit is 
our teacher, like Jesus in the scriptures, and leads us to see 
God more clearly, love God more dearly and follow God 
more nearly.  
 

The Gospel account of the healing of the blind man shows 
how the man grows in his understanding of the identity of 
Jesus. The blind man returns from the Pool of Siloam with 
sight. He can see the beauty of the world for the first time 
and recognise faces. His neighbours are astonished. Who is 
this man who has healed him? The man tells them that it 
was “The man called Jesus.” Who is Jesus? The Pharisees 
tell the blind man, who has now been given sight, that 
Jesus cannot be from God. The man tells them that he 
realises Jesus is a prophet. More people dispute with the 
man and ask whether he was truly blind or just pretending, 
and they also ask his parents. Then they drive him away. 
Jesus finds the man and asks him if he believes in “the Son 
of Man”. The man looks at Jesus and says, “Lord, I 
believe.” By talking to Jesus, the man has come to a deeper 
understanding and knows that Jesus is not only a man, not 
only a prophet, but also the Lord. He is the Messiah who 
has been sent by God, the one of whom the prophets spoke. 
He comes with authority from God. He is the Son of God. 
The man has come from darkness to new sight. He has also 
made a deeper journey in faith from understanding that he 
was cured by “the man called Jesus” to knowing and 
believing that he was healed by the Son of God. He has 
come to walk in the light as a follower of Jesus. We, too, 
have been given the gift of faith and walk in the light as 
followers of Jesus. 
 

The Spirit of God is at work in today’s first reading. We 
hear of Samuel finding the young shepherd David, who is 
chosen by God to become king. He is a surprising choice, 
the youngest and least in his family. This reading helps us 
understand more about Jesus, who is from the House of 
David, born in Bethlehem. He is a shepherd and king of 
God’s kingdom, not of this world.  
 

Who do I say Jesus is? The readings show us how the Holy 
Spirit leads to a deeper faith. Jesus is a man, a prophet, a 
shepherd, a king, truly God and truly human. They prepare 

Recently Deceased: 
Sia-i-Fatima Murray, Arthur John Ciantar, Maria Germani, Ignazia 
Batticciotto, Bruna Pagura, Robert Harrington. 

Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 

Rest in Peace:  Angelo Testa, Salvatore Giarratano, Joe Di Marti, Mary 
Attard, Luciano Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Salvatore Procopio, Monika Fisi’ihoi, 
Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia Scuderi, Saverio 
Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De 
Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, Rocco 
Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, Domenico 
Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania Concetta 
Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo Angilletta, Joe 
Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & 
Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico 
Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & 
Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in 
Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of 
our community:  Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria 
Lavecchia, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, 
Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, 
Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin 
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify on 
your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

 us for the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. We are 
invited to trust in him as a shepherd and walk with him in 
growing friendship as he accompanies us through life.  
 

Today, we give thanks for the gift of our families. 
Families are full of surprises and life is often a pathway of 
many ups and downs, struggles and joys, challenges and 
periods of calm and peace. The psalm invites us to trust in 
the Lord, who is our shepherd and will lead us to rich 
pastures. We can find consolation in knowing that it is 
God’s will to lead us to “fresh and green… pastures”, 
“restful waters”, “the right path” and “a banquet” and to 
live in “the Lord’s own house”. May we know the love of 
the good shepherd.  

 

The Living Word 

-SACRAMENTS- 
For information on BAPTISM, FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST HOLY 
COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION, MARRIAGE, ANOINTING OF THE SICK - 
EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND please visit the parish website for 
details. 

Saints Days/Coming Events 
 

Monday   20th March St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Mary 
      9am Mass  
Saturday   25th March The Annunciation of the Lord 

 
Sunday    26 March - Family Mass for students in Kildare House (Blue) at 
      St Joan of Arc School followed by morning tea in the Mother  
      Teresa Courtyard. 
      The Welcome & Events Committee will be organising     
      morning tea. All contributions to morning tea are much    
      appreciated. 
Wednesday  29 March - First Reconciliation Ceremonies 5pm & 7pm 



 

 

Our Parish Piety Store is situated 
at the rear of the Church on the 
Presbytery side near the Dalhousie 
Street entrance. It is open often 
before and always after each 
Weekend Mass (unless something 
unforeseen prevents this). 

Religious goods sold in the store 
include - books, holy cards, 
candles, statues, rosaries, crosses 
to be worn or displayed, gifts for 
children receiving the 
Sacraments of Baptism, Holy 
Communion and Confirmation 
and other special occasions such 
as Christmas & Easter. Various 
other items, Greeting cards for all 
occasions and catalogues to peruse 
for out of stock item orders are 
available.  

 

Holy Thursday 
6/4/22 

 7:30pm - Mass of the 
Lord’s Supper 

 

Good Friday  
7/4/22 

 10am - Stations of the 
Cross 

 3pm - Passion of the Lord 
 

Holy Saturday 
8/4/22 

 7pm - Easter Vigil 
 

Easter Sunday 
9/4/22 

 9am - Mass 
(Please note there will be no 

Sunday evening Mass for 
Easter Sunday) 

Easter Liturgies 

Sacramental Programs 2023 
 

CONFIRMATION 
 

Enrolments now open. Please go to 
Parish website for information and 
to complete online form.  
 

Closing date for enrolments is 
Friday 31st March. 

PALM SUNDAY 
 

Please plan ahead and provide for 
yourself a Palm or Olive branch to 
bring to Mass on Palm Sunday. 

  Have you thought about whether the chocolates you buy at Easter are 
ethically produced? Let’s use our Easter gift giving as a way to make a 
difference on the lives of others. 
 

  Pope Francis said “every person ought to have the awareness that 
purchasing is always a moral – and not simply an economic – act.” 
 

  It is estimated that more than 40 million people are trapped in slavery 
globally – 1 in 4 of these people are children. Use your buying power to make a 
difference and only buy products displaying the Fairtrade or Rainforest Alliance 
logo this Easter. It is delicious.  
 

  For information how to make ethical choices when purchasing Easter 
chocolate go to: https://acrath.org.au/take-action/chocolate/  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.chocolatescorecard.com/  


