
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- YEAR A -   5 FEBRUARY 2023                 

 
Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan 

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community, 

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within 

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.” 

Parish Office:  
 

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  
 
P: 02 9798 6657  
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 
Office hours:  
 Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am - 3pm 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 
 

Parish Team:  
Secretary:  
 Antonella Pesci 
Pastoral Associate:  
 Maria Condello 
 Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

PSSO:  
 Tony Mediati 
 0413 481 039 
 PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Eucharist: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening: 5.00pm 
 Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm  
    (Check for changes  on special 
 Feast Days) 
 
Weekdays: 
 Wednesday & Thursday: 9.00am 
 Friday: 9.15am 
 Tuesday evening may be available 
 for memorial Masses. 
  
Reconciliation: 
 Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 
Schools: 
SJOA Primary: 
Principal: Amanda Gahan  
P: 9798 9780 
 
Domremy College: 
Principal: Antoinette McGahan 
P: 9712 2133 

Weddings in St Joan of Arc Church 

18 February 2023 - Emilio Domenic Battaglia & Jessica Aiello  

Anointing Mass 

Saturday 11th February 

10am 

Followed by morning tea 

CATECHISTS NEEDED 

Each school week we send catechists into the two 

State Schools in our suburb, Haberfield Public School 

(Tuesday  9.00am to 9.30am Yr 3 - Yr 6; 9.30am - 

10.00am  Kindy - Yr 2) and Dobroyd Point Public 

School (Wednesday 9.30am to 10.05am Yr 3 - Yr 6; 

10.05am - 10.40am  Kindy - Yr 2). Catechists use 

programmes and activity books to aid the teaching process that 

were developed by the Sydney Archdiocesan Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine (CCD).  
 

For some of these children it is the only time in their lives that they hear 

about Jesus. We need more catechists and helpers. Can you help? 

For just half an hour on Tuesdays at Haberfield Public School or on 

Wednesdays at Dobroyd Point Public School, you can really make a 

difference to a young person’s faith journey.  
 

If you can help, and for further information about what you need to 

do to become a catechist, please contact Greg Hill, our 

Catechist Co-ordinator, by email at gregh200@yahoo.com.au or on 

0411 268 694.  

Lenten groups 
Lent commences on 22nd February. Once again we have the Lenten books from 
the Wollongong Diocese and a number from the Sydney Diocese. Each of these 
programs can be done individually or as a group. The Wollongong book offers a 
reflection for each day, while the Sydney book offers reflections for Sundays of 
Lent. Lenten groups usually work with the Sunday readings. 

It would be wonderful to have Lenten groups running again in the parish. If you 
would be interested in leading a group or getting a group of people together 
please contact Maria - Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au  



 

 

Saints Days/Coming Events 
 

Monday   6th February   St Paul Miki and companions, martyrs 
Wednesday  8th February   St Josephine Bakhita, virgin 
Friday    9th February   St Scholastica, virgin 
 
Saturday   11th February   World Day of the Sick 
              10am Anointing Mass followed by    
              morning tea 
Sunday   19th February  9am Mass - First Reconciliation     
              Commitment Mass followed by     
              morning tea 
Wednesday  22nd February  9:15 & 7:30pm - Ash Wednesday Mass 
Friday    3rd March    World Day of Prayer (hosted by Baptist 
              Church) 
Saturday   4th March    3:30pm ‘Ashes to Easter’: Lenten    
              Concert-Reflection with Peter Kearney 
Sunday   5th March     9am - Kindy Welcome Mass followed by 
              morning tea. 

Lullabies and Laments 
 

An invitation to a 3 part online series by Mary Diggins and Trisha 
Watts entitled "Lullabies and Laments - A tear and a smile in the 
eye."  Wednesdays on February 8th, 15th, 22nd. 
 

Lullabies and Laments are songs for the journey of life. They 
provide support for moments of transition and bring peace and 
ease. This series will help you continue to discover the beauty of 
your own story through song. No singing prerequisites required - 
just come as you are and learn to sing some beautiful songs for 
your life!  
 

As the new year begins, join us for something gentle, fun and 
nourishing! 
 

Via the bulletin on the parish website you will be able to access a 
short video invitation and the information and booking link below. 
 

Video - Lullabies and Laments Invitation  
 

For more information (including cost) and booking:   
https://lnkd.in/g7rF8xen  

St Josephine Bakhita 
 

We celebrate the feast of St Josephine Bakhita on 8 February. St Josephine was born a slave in Sudan and 
is the patron saint for victims of human trafficking and modern slavery. You are encouraged to learn more 
about St Josephine and pray for all those affected by modern slavery and human trafficking, and the 
people working to eradicate this crime against humanity. 

 
Addressing—Modern Slavery and Human Trafficking—a key priority for the Catholic Church 

 

A key principle of Catholic Social Teaching is the dignity of each human person and the sanctity of all life. Modern slavery is a complete 
rejection of the dignity of the human person. Hence, eliminating human trafficking and empowering survivors has been a long-term 
concern of the Catholic Church. Popes John Paul II, Benedict XVI and Francis have each called for and written about the need to 
eradicate modern slavery and human trafficking.  The Sydney Archdiocese has also shown strong leadership and Archbishop Fisher 
has established an Anti-Slavery Taskforce and made the following statement:  
 
  “I take as my starting point that all decent Australians regard as abhorrent human trafficking, slavery and slavery-like practices such 
as forced labour or forced marriage, and domestic, sexual or other servitude….We would all want to know the extent to which such 
practices are occurring in our State and to see them eradicated, and we would all want to ensure that no activity within our State 
contributes to those practices elsewhere. 
  While the Church must speak about theses things, we must also demonstrate our own willingness to act where we can. The 
Vatican has already committed itself to slavery-proofing all its procurement practices and supply lines. It is no small task to ensure that 
everything we use has been obtained ethically, that everything we obtain has itself been produced and supplied ethically and 
sustainably, and that those upon whom we rely or with whom we are affiliated are like-minded. It is no small task but we must try. As 
Pope Francis has pointed out, buying goods is not just a commercial matter; it has moral dimensions. 
  I will also ask my priests to preach and faithful to pray, do penance, educate themselves and their peers, and lobby and vote for 
justice in this domain. I also undertake to cooperate with our civic leaders to assist in every way we can to address this major social 
justice issue. Regarding contemporary slavery, Pope Francis has asked if our generation is simply going to look away. There he echoed 
William Wilberforce, who said to civic and church leaders, “You may do nothing about it, but at least now you cannot say you do not 
know.” I have great confidence we will do far more than nothing about this great evil.” 
 

Address by Archbishop Fisher to the Select Committee of the Legislative Council of New South Wales on Human Trafficking – Parliament 
House, 28 March 2017 
 
PRAYER FOR VICTIMS OF MODERN SLAVERY AND HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
 We pray for the victims of human trafficking that they may be brought to freedom and rebuild their lives after the 
traumatic experiences they have suffered. 
 We pray that St Josephine Bakhita, sold into slavery as a child, intercedes with God for those trapped in a state of 
slavery, so that they will be released from the shackles of captivity. 
 We pray for all those who are dedicated to eradicating modern slavery and human trafficking that they will have the 
courage and strength to reach out and overcome challenges. 
 We pray that by our actions as consumers we always reject as gravely wrong any goods or services tainted with slavery. 
 We pray for our governments that their laws will protect victims of human trafficking and reject goods and services from 
sources associated with slavery and forced labour. 
 We pray that the Church will continue to defend and free victims of human trafficking and be a source of love, hope and 
faith to bring the vulnerable and enslaved to find healing for their wounds. Amen. 
 
St Josephine Bakhita, Patron Saint of Slavery Victims, Pray for Us. 

-SACRAMENTS- 
For information on BAPTISM, FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST HOLY 
COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION, MARRIAGE, ANOINTING OF THE SICK - 
EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND please visit the parish website for 
details. 

https://youtu.be/IEg5Zgn4ZAk
https://lnkd.in/g7rF8xen


 

 

REFLECTION 
 

“You are the salt of the earth… You are the light 
of the world.” 

 

Just imagine, as a child, being captured, sold as a slave and 
treated with such brutality that you forgot your own name. 
This happened to a girl whom her captors called “Bakhita”. 
We will celebrate the feast day of St Josephine Bakhita on 
Wednesday, but it’s worth thinking of her a few days early 
because today’s readings might have been composed with 
her in mind. St Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint of her 
native Sudan and of the survivors of human trafficking, was 
abducted as a child. Her captors mistreated her and forced 
her conversion to Islam. Yet even as an abused child, she 
experienced God without ever knowing God’s identity. She 
said, “Seeing the sun, the moon and the stars, I said to 
myself: Who could be the Master of these beautiful things? 
And I felt a great desire to see him, to know him and to pay 
him homage.” 
 

Eventually, Bakhita found freedom, was baptised as 
Josephine and became a Canossian Sister. Instead of living 
in anger and bitterness for all she had suffered, she wrote, 
“If I was to meet those slave raiders that abducted me and 
those who tortured me, I’d kneel down to them to kiss their 
hands, because, if it had not been for them, I would not 
have become a Christian and religious woman.” Before her 
death she declared, “The whole of my life has been God’s 
gift.”  
 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus declares that salt which has lost its 
flavour has also lost its value and is good only for being 
crushed underfoot. Unfortunately, some people are also 
regarded as worthless and are figuratively trampled upon by 
others. We’re all used to the idea of bullying and may have 
been its victims. But few of us have experienced slavery, a 
very common phenomenon in Jesus’ day. Sadly, the 
practice of slavery has never died out. Today, when 
someone is trafficked and sold into slavery, they are still 
considered to be disposable property, without their 
individual rights or freedoms. They are put on a par with 
the tasteless salt of which Jesus spoke. 
 

Jesus described us as “the light of the world”, using the 
image of a hill-top town that cannot be hidden. Yet the 
person who is so visible to the surrounding world also 
becomes vulnerable to persecution. How many human 
rights activists are arrested and become the victims of 
injustice, like Jesus? Jesus asked us to allow our inner light 
to shine before the world so that people could see it and 
give glory to God. If we have eyes to see, growing into that 
flavourful salt or the lamp on a lampstand also means 
recognising the people who are considered worthless. 
Becoming the light of the world means being, like Jesus, 
prepared to suffer the consequences of speaking the truth to 
the powerful and unscrupulous people of the world. 
 

Cruelty and violence are things that many of us fail to 
comprehend. We might recognise causes and effects, but 
surely it wouldn’t occur to us to deliberately cause 
unjustified pain to another person? That’s why, for 

Recently Deceased: 
Arthur John Ciantar, Maria Germani, Horace Guarrera, Ignazia 
Batticciotto, Caterina Marino, Arturo De Grazia, Maria Catena 
Giannetto, Gaetana Loschiavo, Bruna Pagura, Robert Harrington. 
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 

Rest in Peace:  Angelo Testa, Salvatore Giarratano, Joe Di Marti, Mary 
Attard, Luciano Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Salvatore Procopio, Monika Fisi’ihoi, 
Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia Scuderi, Saverio 
Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De 
Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, Rocco 
Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, Domenico 
Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania Concetta 
Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo Angilletta, Joe 
Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & 
Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico 
Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & 
Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in 
Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of 
our community:  Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria 
Lavecchia, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, 
Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, 
Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin 
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify on 
your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Refer https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 for more info. 

 example, when Russian military forces attacked Ukraine, 
millions came together to support the invaded country’s 
suffering people, often performing extraordinary acts of 
kindness and heroism. But amid the international concern 
and generosity, a few individuals saw the refugee crisis as 
an opportunity to line their pockets through people 
trafficking and modern slavery. We are, rightly, appalled at 
such behaviour. Yet such abuse also happens on our own 
doorstep. As a police officer remarked, London’s Oxford 
Street, an iconic and very busy tourist destination, is 
targeted by people traffickers. Most pedestrians wouldn’t 
know that they had just witnessed someone being bought, 
sold and handed over to horrors beyond the imagination of 
the crowds of passing shoppers – and so traffickers 
repeatedly escape justice. 
 

Did St Josephine Bakhita’s abduction happen in broad 
daylight in the public gaze? We have no way of knowing. 
Despite the cruelty she encountered, Josephine became a 
saint. Perhaps today there are many other saints among the 
victims of human trafficking, modern slavery and abuse. 
We don’t know – but God knows, and that is crucial. Men, 
women and children are not the tasteless salt to be trampled 
underfoot. Those who campaign for human rights and 
values to be respected are shining lights in our society – not 
targets for shooting practice. We all deserve dignity and 
respect and we are all called to give dignity and respect to 
others.   

 

The Living Word 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19


 

 

Sacramental Programs 2023 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION 

• Commitment Mass – Sunday 19th February (9am) 

• Session dates – Wednesdays 1st & 15th March (7pm) 

• Celebration – Wednesday 29th March (5pm & 7pm) 

Enrolments for First Reconciliation are now open. 
Please go to parish website for more details. Closing 
date for enrolments for First Reconciliation is Friday 
10th February 2023 
 

 

CONFIRMATION 

• Commitment Mass – Sunday 7th May (9am) 

• Session dates – Wednesdays 17th & 31st May, 14th & 21st  
  June 9 (7pm) 

• Celebration Sunday 25th June (11am & 2:30pm) 
Choice to be made by families which time is preferable and 
limit to be estimated depending on number of candidates. 
 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

• Commitment Mass – Sunday 15th October (9am) 

• Session dates – Wednesdays 18th & 25th October, 8th &   
  15th November (7pm) 

• Celebrations Sunday 19th & 26th November (11am) or one 
  of the regular parish Masses for those two weekends    
  (Saturday 5pm, Sunday 9am or 6pm) 
Choice to be made by families which day & time is preferable 
and limit to be estimated depending on number of candidates 
 
Please continue to monitor the bulletin for further 
information and the website for enrolment forms for 
Confirmation and First Holy Communion and for 
commitment forms for all Sacraments. 

Create Pastoral Care Ministry is one of the 

priorities of our Parish Strategic Plan. The current details of 
the Plan don’t specifically include death and grieving even 
though there are many funerals each year here at St Joan 
of Arc.  
If you agree that it would be good to explore the 
development of a Grief Support and Funeral Planning 
Ministry, please consider taking part in the formation day 
advertised below.  
Expressions of interest are welcome even if work 
obligation doesn’t allow you take part, so please leave 
your name with Maria Condello either in person of 
through pastoral.associate@stjoanofarc.org.au    
 

The Christian’s Final Journey:  
 

Grief Care and Catholic 
Cemeteries and  Crematoria, 
and partner, the ACU Centre 
for Liturgy, are offering a one-
day workshop on Catholic 
funerals on 9 February 2023.  
It has been designed for 

Clergy, Funeral Directors, Bereavement Teams, Pastoral 
Associates, Parish Secretaries and Family Faith Educators, 
Teachers, APRE’s, School Staff and interested individuals. 
Catholic practices around burial and cremation will be 
investigated as well as preparation of a funeral (for future 
discussion with the funeral celebrant) and how to support 
the grieving. It will be held at the Polding Centre, 133 
Liverpool Street, Sydney. Time: 9am-5pm (registration 
from 8.30am). Registration is essential by 3 February. Cost: 
$60 (includes lunch and a workbook) ($120 for Funeral 
Directors who will receive certification for 5 years.) 
 

Enquiries: CentreforLiturgy@acu.edu.au or 02 9701 4751. 
For more information, and to register, go to 
www.acu.edu.au/centreforliturgy/pastoral-training  
 

I highly recommend this workshop to anyone who would 
like to know more about Catholic Funerals and the 
church’s practice for them. I did this course last year and 
found it extremely beneficial. Maria (Pastoral Associate)  

Save the Dates 
 
There are some exciting events coming next month so put the 
dates into your diary so that you don’t miss out!!!!! 
 
Saturday 4th March @ 3:30pm 
‘ASHES TO EASTER’: LENTEN CONCERT-
REFLECTION with PETER KEARNEY.  
Peter Kearney is an Australian Catholic songwriter, singer and 
guitarist whose hymns and songs include ‘Fill My House’, 
‘The Beatitudes’ and 'Where Is Your Song, my Lord?'. His 
‘Ashes to Easter’ concert weaves songs and stories and 
reflections on Lenten themes and looks ahead to Holy Week 
and Easter.  Mainly for adults though upper-primary and older 
students could also enjoy. “A beautiful Lenten reflection … 
prayerful and spiritual ... a worthwhile part of our Lenten 
journey”. 
 
Saturday 18th & 25th March 
Sr Ruth Davis will be running the Standard Mental First 
Aid Course. This will teach you how to provide initial 
support to other adults who may be experiencing a mental 
health problem or mental health crisis until appropriate 
professional help is received or the crisis resolves, using a 
practical evidence based Action Plan. 
 

It is a 12 hour course which will be delivered over 2 days (6 
hours per day). Numbers will be limited to 20 people. Both 
days must be attended to complete the course.  
 
More details will be provided in the coming weeks. If you 
are interested in attending either of the above please email 
Maria - pastoral.associate@stjoanofarc.org.au so that we 
can get a sense of numbers. 

Il Movimento Cattolico del                                          
Rinnovamento nello Spirito  

ricorda che dopo la pausa delle vacanze estive  
riparte con la celebrazione della Santa Messa  

Giovedi’ 9 Febbraio 2023 alle 13:00,  
nella Parrocchia di St Joan of Arc Haberfield,  

Celebrata da Padre Filippo Zadro. 
Dopo la Messa ci sara’ un rinfresco per tutti i partecipanti. 

Ringraziamo tutte le persone che vorranno partecipare. 
La Benedizione di Dio sia con tutti voi. 

Altar Servers 
Altar serving is a special ministry that allows children to assist the priest 
during Mass. This ministry is open to children who have made their first 
Communion or older. New Altar Servers will be provided with training and 
then added to the roster. 
 

For more information please speak to either Fr Phil or Maria or contact the 
office on 9798 6657 or email Maria - 
Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

mailto:pastoral.associate@stjoanofarc.org.au
mailto:CentreforLiturgy@acu.edu.au
http://www.acu.edu.au/centreforliturgy/pastoral-training
https://catholiccemeteries.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ddde343d020d53cf2e51793b0&id=d3aeb85e66&e=598672681b
mailto:pastoral.associate@stjoanofarc.org.au

