
 FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME- YEAR A -   29 JANUARY 2023                 

 
Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan 

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community, 

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within 

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.” 

Parish Office:  
 

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  
 
P: 02 9798 6657  
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 
Office hours:  
 Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am - 3pm 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 
 

Parish Team:  
Secretary:  
 Antonella Pesci 
Pastoral Associate:  
 Maria Condello 
 Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

PSSO:  
 Tony Mediati 
 0413 481 039 
 PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Eucharist: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening: 5.00pm 
 Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm  
    (Check for changes  on special 
 Feast Days) 
 
Weekdays: 
 Wednesday & Thursday: 9.00am 
 Friday: 9.15am 
 Tuesday evening may be available 
 for memorial Masses. 
  
Reconciliation: 
 Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 
Schools: 
SJOA Primary: 
Principal: Amanda Gahan  
P: 9798 9780 
 
Domremy College: 
Principal: Antoinette McGahan 
P: 9712 2133 

Weddings in St Joan of Arc Church 

18 February 2023 - Emilio Domenic Battaglia & Jessica Aiello  

George Cardinal Pell RIP 

A Requiem Mass will be held for Cardinal Pell at St Mary’s Cathedral on 
Thursday February 2 at 11am (Cathedral doors will be open from 9am). 

 

For other opportunities to pay our respects to our late Archbishop, George 
Cardinal Pell at St Mary’s Cathedral: 

 

Wednesday 1 February 
9:30am Reception of the Body and Commencement of Lying in State 

1:10pm A Mass for the Dead; 5:30pm Evening Prayer and Vigil;  
8:00pm A Mass for the Dead 

 

See Notice Board in Church Foyer for full details. 
 

Please continue to pray for the repose of the souls of Pope Emeritus Benedict and Cardinal Pell.  

Welcome to the new Principal at St Joan of Arc Primary 

School - Amanda Gahan. 
 
I am excited to be a part of the St Joan of Arc community. The 
Haberfield community has always been close to my heart as I 
grew up in Haberfield and have so many happy memories of 
going to school, dancing and playing sport in the area. Since I 
started my career I have always had the dream that an 
opportunity for me to work at St Joan of Arc would arise and I 
would be able to return 'home'. I never thought that it would be 
in the role of Principal and I couldn't be more excited to lead a 

fantastic team of educators to begin the next chapter of a great school. Anyone 
who knows me would tell you that I think that teaching is the best job in the 
world. I am passionate about nurturing young adults who are faith filled and 
eager to live up to their mission in this world. I look forward to meeting you all 
soon.  

Anne and her husband John Gray joined 
Carmel McKeough and other parishioners 
delivering food on Vinnies night patrol last 
night. A big thank you to the parishioners 
who made up loaves of sandwiches for the 

homeless and those struggling to make ends 
meet. 

Vinnies night patrol 
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Saints Days/Coming Events 
 

Tuesday   31st  January   St John Bosco, priest 
Thursday  2nd  February  The Presentation of the Lord 
 
Sunday   5th February   Catechist Sunday 
Sunday   19th February  9am Mass - First Reconciliation     
              Commitment Mass followed by     
              morning tea 
Friday    3rd March    World Day of Prayer (hosted by Baptist 
              Church) 
Saturday   4th March    3:30pm ‘Ashes to Easter’: Lenten    
              Concert-Reflection with Peter Kearney  

-SACRAMENTS- 
For information on BAPTISM, FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST HOLY 
COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION, MARRIAGE, ANOINTING OF THE SICK - 
EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND please visit the parish website for more 
details. 

St Joseph’s Parish Riverwood is seeking a part time Parish 
Secretary. Hours are 9:30am to 3:30pm every Thursday and 
Friday. The role is shared with the Parish Finance Secretary.  
 

Responsibilities include general administration, phone 
enquiries and maintenance of sacramental registers. 
Experience preferred. MYOB experience an advantage. 
 

For any enquiries or to request a job description or send your 
application, including a one-page cover letter and CV, please 
email stjosephriverwood@outlook.com or phone the Parish on 
0490 754 963. Applications close Tuesday 31 January 2023.   

 

Altar Servers 
Altar serving is a special ministry that allows children to assist 
the priest during Mass. This ministry is open to children who 
have made their first Communion or older. New Altar Servers 
will be provided with training and then added to the roster. 
 

For more information please speak to either Fr Phil or Maria 

or contact the office on 9798 6657 or email Maria - 

Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

Your life is guided by God 
 

To walk in the presence of the Lord means to move 
forward in life in such a way that all our desires, 
thoughts, and actions are constantly guided by him. 
When we walk in the Lord’s presence, everything we 
see, hear, touch, or taste reminds us of him. This is 
what is meant by a prayerful life. It is not a life in 
which we say many prayers, but a life in which 
nothing, absolutely nothing, is done, said, or 
understood independently of him who is the origin 
and purpose of our existence. This is powerfully 
expressed by the nineteenth-century Russian 
Orthodox starets Theophan the Recluse: 
 

Into every duty a God-fearing heart must be put, a 

heart constantly permeated by the thought of God; 

and this will be the door through which the soul will 

enter into active life. . . . The essence is to be 

established in the remembrance of God, and to walk 

in his presence.  

CATECHISTS NEEDED 

Each school week we send 

catechists into the two State 

Schools in our suburb, 

Haberfield Public School 

(Tuesday  9.00am to 9.30am 

Yr 3 - Yr 6; 9.30am - 10.00am  

Kindy - Yr 2) and Dobroyd 

Point Public School (Wednesday 9.30am to 

10.05am Yr 3 - Yr 6; 10.05am - 10.40am  Kindy - 

Yr 2). Catechists use programmes and activity 

books to aid the teaching process that were 

developed by the 

Sydney Archdiocesan Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine (CCD).  

For some of these children it is the only time in 

their lives that they hear about Jesus. We 

need more catechists and helpers. Can you 

help? For just half an hour on Tuesdays at 

Haberfield Public School or on Wednesdays 

at Dobroyd Point Public School, you can really 

make a difference to a young person’s faith 

journey.  

If you can help, and for further information 

about what you need to do to become a 

catechist, please contact Greg Hill, our 

Catechist Co-ordinator, by email at 

gregh200@yahoo.com.au or on 0411 268 694.  

Lullabies and Laments 

 

An invitation to a 3 part online series by Mary Diggins 
and Trisha Watts entitled "Lullabies and Laments - A tear 
and a smile in the eye."  Wednesdays on February 8th, 
15th, 22nd. 
 

Lullabies and Laments are songs for the journey of life. 
They provide support for moments of transition and bring 
peace and ease. This series will help you continue to 
discover the beauty of your own story through song. No 
singing prerequisites required - just come as you are and 
learn to sing some beautiful songs for your life!  
 

As the new year begins, join us for something gentle, fun 
and nourishing! 
 

Via the bulletin on the parish website you will be able to 
access a short video invitation and the information and 
booking link below. 
 

Video - Lullabies and Laments Invitation  
 

For more information (including cost) and 
booking:  https://lnkd.in/g7rF8xen  

School zones are back in force. Remember to 
slow down around schools to keep children and 
our community safe. 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YO4uygYflO3xap22oREf5CIAcOKkhYHw5ygio4a8ejiP973w09rdlmtLXQdf7dBEPwR2ychkFXdG3alk2akc3geAnIIPOL4K1sBM8fQaKCeSabIoJtCVU91xV6ttyGJgJTPc66kHlra1m8G9uo6sfg==&c=kjjhqFSJRH2ztIHnEfW4zRGzETnJOncrYU_abna8w06gbByohPMayQ==&ch=qg7pLvy
mailto:stjosephriverwood@outlook.com
https://youtu.be/IEg5Zgn4ZAk
https://lnkd.in/g7rF8xen


 

 

REFLECTION 
 

“How happy are the poor in spirit: theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

 
History, some might say, is the story of human ambition 
and its often tragic consequences. Wealth and power, 
always an attractive prospect, have never been more 
glamorised than in our own day and age. People are 
encouraged to “Think Big”. There is even a children’s book 
entitled Think Big! In repurposing a well-known nursery 
rhyme, its author, Kes Gray, has Humpty Dumpty sitting on 
a wall, discussing the future with his friends. Humpty 
expects to end up on someone’s breakfast table – boiled – 
but his friends encourage him to aim higher. Had he 
thought of becoming an artist, asks Little Boy Blue. Maybe 
I’ll get a job in a space agency, Humpty thinks. He starts to 
imagine himself as an astronaut. Before long, he is 
boasting: “I’m going to be the best astronaut in the whole 
wide universe!” At this, Jack-Be-Nimble gives Humpty a 
hearty slap on the back, accidentally knocking him off the 
wall! “On second thoughts,” Humpty calls up, rather more 
meekly this time, “Make that an omelette!” 
 
Over-ambition has its real-life casualties, too, especially in 
a celebrity culture that fosters unrealistic expectations. It is 
why, when encouraging youngsters to work hard and aim 
high, we may also need to remind them that it’s OK to live 
an unremarkable life – and better still to live a good one.  
 
The Roman Empire in which Jesus lived was as aspirational 
as our own society. Glamour and power were much 
admired. The Jewish elite even assumed that wealth was a 
sign of God’s favour, and that poor people were accursed. 
Proudly they paraded their good fortune as though money 
and reputation were synonymous with a state of 
blessedness. Power and fame meant nothing to Jesus. He 
was happy in the company of people who were unimportant 
or scorned. He dined with tax collectors, welcomed little 
children, consorted with fisherfolk and, rather scandalously 
for those times, numbered women among his companions; 
some were probably widows. Many widows in those days 
were the poorest of the poor. In today’s Gospel, Jesus 
helped them see themselves as the lucky ones: “Happy 
those who mourn,” he said. 
 
The widows may have been surprised to hear that, but Jesus 
used startling language to make people stop and think. 
Status and security, he was trying to say, do not bring the 
contentment people crave. Not even a wonderful 
relationship can offer any “happy-ever-after” guarantees. 
Ultimately, deep and lasting fulfilment comes, not from the 
things we have, but from the person we are and the good 
we do. Those truly blessed are the gentle, compassionate, 
humble people who suffer for doing the right thing and 
work hard to build bridges. They are the real princes and 
princesses of this world, for one day they will inherit God’s 
kingdom and enjoy all the comfort and recognition so far 
denied them. 
 

Recently Deceased: 
Maria Germani, Horace Guarrera, Ignazia Batticciotto, Caterina 
Marino, Arturo De Grazia, Maria Catena Giannetto, Gaetana 
Loschiavo, Bruna Pagura, Robert Harrington. 
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 

Rest in Peace:  Salvatore Giarratano, Joe Di Marti, Mary Attard, Luciano 
Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Salvatore Procopio, Monika Fisi’ihoi, Domenico 
Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, 
Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De 
Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, Rocco 
Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, Domenico 
Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania Concetta 
Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo Angilletta, Joe 
Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & 
Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico 
Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & 
Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in 
Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of 
our community:  Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria 
Lavecchia, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, 
Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, 
Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin 
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify on 
your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Refer https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 for more info. 

 There is nothing good about human suffering. On the 
contrary, Jesus’ vision of the kingdom of God was of a 
community where hunger and poverty are no more. But he 
did see a blessedness in craving for a better world; he did 
see contentment in living simply, or even going without, in 
order that others might have enough. Sharing a meal, 
giving to charity, working as a volunteer: there are many 
ways in which people willingly deprive themselves for the 
sake of others and, in doing so, find their own lives 
unexpectedly enriched. “Happy are the poor in spirit,” 
Jesus said. In other words, forget about thinking big: think 
little; think less – you won’t regret it.  
 
We have all encountered the joyously unselfish, 
unassuming kind of people Jesus describes. We see them 
all around us: quietly getting on in the background, their 
minds on wholesome things, their focus away from 
themselves. They may get taken for granted, but they 
deserve respect. They are an inspiration – and their time 
will come, for they are the kind of people who work 
heroically to reduce our carbon footprint. Those who tread 
most gently upon this planet will be the ones to save it. 
Jesus made that a promise: “they shall have the earth for 
their heritage”, he said. Today’s Gospel makes it clear that 
God’s kingdom is for those with an eye to the common 
good rather than to their own self-interest. How farsighted 
Jesus was: the planet needs you; the future belongs to you.  

 
The Living Word 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19


 

 

Parish Census 
Are you new to the parish, or have you been a part of 

St Joan of Arc for a long time?  
It is important for the parish to have up-to-date 

information on its parishioners.  
If you haven’t already completed a form and do not 

have a copy of one either please contact the office on 
admin@stjoanofarc.org.au or go to the parish website. 

Pope Francis has called for 2025 to be a 
Jubilee Year.  
 

2024 will be a year of prayer and spiritual 
preparation. The Jubilee Year itself is a time of pilgrimage, 
prayer, repentance and acts of mercy. Jubilee means rest, 
forgiveness and renewal. 

Sacramental Programs 2023 
 
FIRST RECONCILIATION 

• Commitment Mass – Sunday 19th February (9am) 

• Session dates – Wednesdays 1st & 15th March (7pm) 

• Celebration – Wednesday 29th March (5pm & 7pm) 

Enrolments for First Reconciliation are now open. 
Please go to parish website for more details. Closing 
date for enrolments for First Reconciliation is Friday 
10th February 2023 
 

 

CONFIRMATION 

• Commitment Mass – Sunday 7th May (9am) 

• Session dates – Wednesdays 17th & 31st May, 14th & 21st  
  June 9 (7pm) 

• Celebration Sunday 25th June (11am & 2:30pm) 
Choice to be made by families which time is preferable and 
limit to be estimated depending on number of candidates. 
 
 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 

• Commitment Mass – Sunday 15th October (9am) 

• Session dates – Wednesdays 18th & 25th October, 8th &   
  15th November (7pm) 

• Celebrations Sunday 19th & 26th November (11am) or one 
  of the regular parish Masses for those two weekends    
  (Saturday 5pm, Sunday 9am or 6pm) 
Choice to be made by families which day & time is preferable 
and limit to be estimated depending on number of candidates 
 
Please continue to monitor the bulletin for further 
information and the website for enrolment forms for 
Confirmation and First Holy Communion and for 
commitment forms for all Sacraments. 

Create Pastoral Care Ministry is one of the 

priorities of our Parish Strategic Plan. The current 
details of the Plan don’t specifically include death and 
grieving even though there are many funerals each year 
here at St Joan of Arc.  
If you agree that it would be good to explore the 
development of a Grief Support and Funeral Planning 
Ministry, please consider taking part in the formation 
day advertised below.  
Expressions of interest are welcome even if work 
obligation doesn’t allow you take part, so please leave 
your name with Maria Condello either in person of 
through pastoral.associate@stjoanofarc.org.au    
 

The Christian’s Final Journey:  
 

Grief Care and Catholic 
Cemeteries and  Crematoria, 
and partner, the ACU Centre 
for Liturgy, are offering a 
one-day workshop on 
Catholic funerals on 9 
February 2023.  

It has been designed for Clergy, Funeral Directors, 
Bereavement Teams, Pastoral Associates, Parish 
Secretaries and Family Faith Educators, Teachers, 
APRE’s, School Staff and interested individuals. Catholic 
practices around burial and cremation will be 
investigated as well as preparation of a funeral (for 
future discussion with the funeral celebrant) and how to 
support the grieving. It will be held at the Polding 
Centre, 133 Liverpool Street, Sydney. Time: 9am-5pm 
(registration from 8.30am). Registration is essential by 3 
February. Cost: $60 (includes lunch and a workbook) 
($120 for Funeral Directors who will receive certification 
for 5 years.) 
 

Enquiries: CentreforLiturgy@acu.edu.au or 02 9701 
4751. For more information, and to register, go to 
www.acu.edu.au/centreforliturgy/pastoral-training  
 

I highly recommend this workshop to anyone who 
would like to know more about Catholic Funerals and 
the church’s practice for them. I did this course last 
year and found it extremely beneficial. Maria (Pastoral 
Associate)  

Liturgy Committee 
 

The Liturgy Committee includes Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion, Ministers of the Word, cantors and musicians. 
The committee meets monthly with the parish priest to discuss 
and arrange all regular and special Liturgical celebrations. 

As the new school year commences we pray that all the 
student and staff have a fruitful year. 

Lord our God, 
in your wisdom and love 
you surround us with the mysteries of the universe. 
In times long past you sent us your prophets to teach 

your laws 
and to bear witness to your undying love. 
You sent us your Son 
to teach us by word and example 
that true wisdom comes from you alone. 
Send your Spirit upon these students and their 

teachers 
and fill them with your wisdom and blessings. 
Grant that during this academic year 
they may devote themselves to their studies 
and share what they have learned from others. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

mailto:pastoral.associate@stjoanofarc.org.au
mailto:CentreforLiturgy@acu.edu.au
http://www.acu.edu.au/centreforliturgy/pastoral-training
https://catholiccemeteries.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ddde343d020d53cf2e51793b0&id=d3aeb85e66&e=598672681b

