
 THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD       - YEAR A -   25 DECEMBER  2022                  

 
Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan 

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community, 

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within 

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.” 

Parish Office:  
 

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  
 
P: 02 9798 6657  
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 
Office hours:  
 Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am - 3pm 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 
 

Parish Team:  
Secretary:  
 Antonella Pesci 
Pastoral Associate:  
 Maria Condello 
 Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

PSSO:  
 Tony Mediati 
 0413 481 039 
 PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Eucharist: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening: 5.00pm 
 Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm  
    (Check for changes  on special 
 Feast Days) 
 
Weekdays: 
 Wednesday & Thursday: 9.00am 
 Friday: 9.15am 
 Tuesday evening may be available 
 for memorial Masses. 
  
Reconciliation: 
 Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 
Schools: 
SJOA Primary: 
Principal: Des Fox 
P: 9798 9780 
 
Domremy College: 
Principal: Antoinette McGahan 
P: 9712 2133 

Children’s Liturgy and Altar Servers 
 

After a hiatus due to Covid it is time to recommence these ministries in 2023!  
 

We need adults committed to being on a roster to run the Children’s Liturgy. There 
will be training and support. 
 

If your child has received their First Holy Communion and would like to become an 
Altar server committing to a regular roster we would love to hear from you. The 
children will receive training in the ministry. 
 

For more information please speak to either Fr Phil or Maria or contact the office on 
9798 6657 or email Maria - Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

Parish Office closure 
 

The Parish Office will be closed from Monday 26th December 2022 to  
Tuesday, 3 January 2023.  

 

Happy and Holy Christmas to everyone with particular thanks 
to those who give life to the Parish family through their joyful 
commitment to their faith and belonging. 
Fr Phil  
 

I found the following reflection but I can’t recall where it came 
from: 
 

The birth of Christ in our souls is for a purpose beyond 
ourselves: it is because His manifestation in the world must be 
through us. Every Christian is, as it were, part of the dust-
laden air which shall radiate the glowing Epiphany of God, 
catch and reflect His golden Light. Ye are the light of the world 
- but only because you are enkindled, made radiant by the One 
Light of the World. And being kindled, we have got to get on 
with it, be useful. As Christ said in one of His ironical flashes, 
“Do not light a candle in order to stick it under the bed!” [Mark 
4:21] 



 

 

REFLECTION 
 

“The Word was the true light… coming into the world.” 
 
Far away from where Jesus was born, in the city of Rome, there 
stood a grand temple to the Roman god Saturn. Eight noble pillars 
still remain, even though it was built nearly five hundred years 
before the birth of Jesus, had to be restored after a fire, and 
eventually fell into ruin. Just as we celebrate festivals and holy 
days, so did pagan Romans; and Saturnalia, as they called it, was 
the most popular feast in the Roman calendar. It was a public 
holiday lasting from 17 to 25 December, with music and dancing, 
parties and colourful costumes. Homes were decorated with 
greenery, candles were lit and carried around, and people gave 
each other presents.  
 

If you think this sounds a bit like Christmas, you are right. No one 
had recorded the date when Jesus was born, and so when the 
Church decided to fix a suitable day to celebrate it, 25 December 
was chosen, the last day of Saturnalia. For as well as the singing 
and merriment, one Saturnalia custom that particularly interested 
the Church was that domestic slaves changed places with their 
masters on that day, and the masters waited on the slaves. The 
Church thought: did Jesus not say, “The Son of Man came not to 
be served but to serve”? And St Paul had written, “His state was 
divine, yet he did not cling to his equality with God but emptied 
himself to assume the condition of a slave.” Saturnalia also 
included the winter solstice, the shortest day of the year, after 
which daylight begins to increase. As it was a festival of light, 
Christians thought it an appropriate day to celebrate the coming of 
Jesus, the light of the world.  
 

Christianity is not a narrow faith. The Gospel tells us that every 
human being is enlightened by God, whether they recognise God 
or not. Members of other religions, and people without faith, have 
light. The Second Vatican Council, in its Declaration on the 
Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, said: “The 
Catholic Church rejects nothing of what is true and holy in these 
religions. It has a high regard for the manner of life and conduct, 
the precepts and doctrines which, although differing in many 
ways from its own teaching, nevertheless often reflect a ray of 
that truth which enlightens all men and women.” The light of 
reason, of goodness and of truth is found in everyone, but many 
do not realise it as the light of God.  
 

Therefore God sent John the Baptist to witness and speak for the 
light, so that everyone might believe. The second reading reminds 
us that “At various times in the past and in various different ways, 
God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets.” But now God 
has spoken through God’s Son, Jesus, who came to live among 
us: “The Word was made flesh.” This is the belief grasped by St 
Thomas, who on seeing Jesus after his resurrection murmured, 
“My Lord and my God”, words we might utter silently when the 
host and chalice are raised above the altar at Mass.  
 

Why was Jesus born? Why did God send him into the world? The 
Gospel tells us that to all who accepted him “he gave power to 
become children of God”. Those who recognise that the light 
within them, the desire to do good, the desire to love, the desire to 
seek the truth, is implanted by God really have become “children 
of God”. When we grasp this we are impelled to adore the God 
who made us, the God who is the light within us, the source and 
origin of love, beauty and goodness. 
 

The wonder of Christmas is that, like the ancient Roman devotees 
of Saturn, we know how to celebrate with singing and dancing, 
with feasting and fun, and exchanging presents as signs of love. 
Like them, gathering round their temple to rejoice in the light, we 
too gather here to rejoice in the light of the world. Christ came 
down to earth in order to raise us to heaven. He lived an earthly 

Recently Deceased: 
Horace Guarrera, Ignazia Batticciotto, Caterina Marino, Arturo De 
Grazia, Maria Catena Giannetto, Gaetana Loschiavo, Angela Defina, 
Antonio Di Girolamo, Maria Panucci, Paola Ribera, Natalia Guerrieri, 
Mario Ferraro, Beniamino Di Pasquantonio, Nunziata Merlo, Teresa 
Cascone, Maria Nicolosi, Mario Di Biase, Bruna Pagura, Robert 
Harrington. 
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 

Rest in Peace:  Salvatore Giarratano, Joe Di Marti, Mary Attard, Luciano 
Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Salvatore Procopio, Monika Fisi’ihoi, Domenico 
Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, 
Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De 
Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, Rocco 
Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, Domenico 
Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania Concetta 
Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo Angilletta, Joe 
Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & 
Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico 
Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & 
Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in 
Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of 
our community:  Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria 
Lavecchia, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, 
Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, 
Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin 
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify on 
your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Saints Days/Coming Events 
 

 

Monday 26th December          St Stephen, the first martyr 

Tuesday 27th December          St John, apostle, evangelist 

Wednesday 28th December    The Holy Innocents, martyrs 

Friday  30th December           The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph 

Refer https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 for more info. 

Weddings in St Joan of Arc Church 

8 January 2023 - Adrian Marques Fletcher & Rachel Fang 

Baptisms 
    We welcome into the Church                                      
 through Baptism next weekend  

William Hoang Lap Tran 

 life so that even on earth we might begin to live the life of heaven 
as children of God. In the words of today’s Collect, he humbled 
himself to share our humanity so that we might share in his 
divinity. He is the giver of immortality and we have seen “his 
glory, the glory that is his as the only Son of the Father, full of 
grace and truth”. 
 

 

The Living Word 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19

