
 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR A -   18 DECEMBER  2022                  

 
Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan 

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community, 

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within 

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.” 

Parish Office:  
 

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  
 
P: 02 9798 6657  
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 
Office hours:  
 Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am - 3pm 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 
 

Parish Team:  
Secretary:  
 Antonella Pesci 
Pastoral Associate:  
 Maria Condello 
 Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

PSSO:  
 Tony Mediati 
 0413 481 039 
 PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Eucharist: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening: 5.00pm 
 Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm  
    (Check for changes  on special 
 Feast Days) 
 
Weekdays: 
 Wednesday & Thursday: 9.00am 
 Friday: 9.15am 
 Tuesday evening may be available 
 for memorial Masses. 
  
Reconciliation: 
 Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 
Schools: 
SJOA Primary: 
Principal: Des Fox 
P: 9798 9780 
 
Domremy College: 
Principal: Antoinette McGahan 
P: 9712 2133 

Christmas Mass times and Rosters 

The roster for the Christmas Masses is in the Sacristy, please place your name clearly 

alongside the ministry for which you are volunteering. 

24th December  

5pm - Children’s Mass 

9pm - Vigil 

Midnight Mass  

25th December  

9am - Bilingual  

There will be no evening Mass 

 

 
 

Catechists 
 

As the year draws to an end, we would like to give a heartfelt thanks to our parish catechist 
team. This has been the first year since 2019 that the team has been able to teach for the 
full year at the two schools for which we are responsible - Haberfield Public School and 
Dobroyd Point Public School, and our small, but dedicated team has greatly enjoyed the 
opportunity to teach the full curriculum to the wonderful children at the two schools this 
year. 
 

The parish would like to acknowledge the catechists in the parish, not only this year, but 
also over the last couple of COVID-19 affected years, and especially those catechists who, 
for one reason or another, have not returned to the catechetical ministry or have recently 
retired. These include Mary Wong, Josie Banno, Louisa Romeo, Les Calvitto, Maria 
Giannone and Domenic Giannone. Mary, with 22 years' service, Josie, with 18, and 
Louisa, with 14, have served the parish faithfully over quite a number of years, while Les, 
Maria and Domenic, while not having similar lengths of service, were very valued 
members of the catechist team. We thank them all for their well over 50 years of combined 
outstanding service. 
 

If you would like to join the catechist team, contact Greg Hill at gregh200@yahoo.com.au. 
It is a spiritually rewarding way to keep the flame of faith alive in the Catholic students in 
our local public schools. 

 

Our new Christmas banner is up. Thank you to 
Loredana Bianco for driving this initiative. 
Loredana and her daughter Emmelinda 
designed the banner and Loredana sourced 
where it could be made. Vince The and his son 
David then arranged to hang the banner. 

Parish Office closure 
 

The Parish Office will be closed from Monday 26th December 2022 to  
Tuesday, 3 January 2023.  

mailto:gregh200@yahoo.com.au


 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Dear Parishioners 
 

It was wonderful to gather together for our parish Christmas celebration last Saturday night and enjoy good food, good 
company, carols and a visit from Santa. We haven’t had a Christmas celebration since 2019 and it was clear that we all 
enjoyed connecting again and being part of what is a long-standing tradition at St Joan of Arc. 
 

I would like to extend my thanks to all who contributed to making our 2022 Christmas celebration a success. The 
Welcome and Events Committee did a great job planning and organising our gathering and I thank all members and 
supporters for their many contributions.  In addition, quite a number of parishioners made delicious desserts to share and 
helped with serving and cleaning up and I thank you for your support. 
 

It wouldn’t have been a parish Christmas celebration without a raffle and biscuit stall. Sales from raffle tickets totalled 
$589.90 and biscuits $588 resulting in a grand total of $1,177.90 that will be dedicated to our scholarship student at John 
Berne School. Thank you to all who supported our fundraising on the night. 
 

A number of local businesses contributed prizes for our raffle. These were IGA Supermarket, Haberfield Health, Garnish 
Café, Est 1901 Café, Lorena’s Boutique, Clara’s Hairdressing Salon, Nadia’s Beauty Room, Little Sicily Restaurant and 
Julie and Frank Gionta from Amato's Liquor Mart. Our thanks for their generous support of SJA. I also thank parishioners 
who contributed raffle prizes. 
 

We also thank Julianne Greenfield for being our photographer. Photos from the night can be found at https://
drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AntvUCdMDQbwd8Rg9ij6Vh8kPmPA_GuL?usp=share_link Some of the photos from 
both Julianne and Tony Mediati are below. 
 

The Welcome and Events Committee is developing plans for a number of events in 2023 and I invite you to continue to be 
part of parish events in the coming year and build connections with your fellow parishioners. 
 

Fr Phil 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AntvUCdMDQbwd8Rg9ij6Vh8kPmPA_GuL?usp=share_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1AntvUCdMDQbwd8Rg9ij6Vh8kPmPA_GuL?usp=share_link


 

 

REFLECTION 
 

“Do not be afraid.” 
 

There are times when we think we know where life is going; 
we’ve mapped out what the future is going to hold. People 
excitedly tell others of their plans, how they will get their 
qualifications, then make their way up the career ladder. Or 
how they are planning to get married, create a home, have 
children. But something unexpected puts all their plans in 
disarray. It’s happened to plenty of people in the last couple of 
years during the Covid-19 pandemic: lockdown changed lives, 
and illness and death upended ambitions. It’s at moments like 
these that people have to make different life-changing 
decisions and the strength of their character is shown, 
overcoming their fears, sticking to their principles and 
standing by others.  
 

In today’s Gospel, Joseph is betrothed and is expecting to 
marry Mary. Then he finds that she is pregnant. We are told 
how he discovers this; it would have been a shattering blow. 
All his plans for the future are in disarray. Yet as a man of 
honour he decides not to shame Mary but divorce her 
informally, for betrothal then in Jewish culture was a serious 
legal contract. At first, Joseph seems to see things as they are: 
Mary is having a baby outside wedlock, and this is 
unacceptable. But it takes an angel for Joseph to see things as 
they really are - as God sees them. To do this, Joseph has to 
put aside his fears: “do not be afraid”, the angel tells him.  
 

So Joseph first has his world turned upside down, and then 
makes a choice about what he will do next that will go against 
the customs of his people, against what he has accepted all his 
life as the way to behave. It is an extraordinary challenge, but 
Joseph has both the strength of character and the faith in God 
to do it. It is not the life he has chosen, or at least not the way 
he expected life to turn out. Joseph highlights what comes with 
responsibility and what comes with love. Above all, he is open 
to listening to God through a messenger.  
 

While Joseph’s situation is unique - unique in the history of 
salvation - his story is one that so many of us can identify 
with. Everything he thought was sure - that he had found love 
with Mary, and could look forward to a certain future - is 
suddenly undone. Nor can life go back to normal. Suddenly, 
God is asking of him something more momentous than Joseph 
might ever have envisaged. In the Gospel story of the 
annunciation, when the angel appears to Mary, she has to 
make a choice and she accepts the role that God wants of her. 
In Joseph’s case, what God asks of him could be said to be 
even harder: he is being asked to stand by Mary’s choice. 
What his life will be in the future is a consequence of her 
decision. We have to face those decisions ourselves in life, 
too. A husband who stands by his wife when she gives up a 
well-paid job to take on a much lower-paid but worthwhile 
career; a wife who accepts that her husband can no longer take 
the suffering of more chemotherapy treatment and instead 
chooses palliative care.  
 

Joseph’s story also highlights the importance of listening. We 
are all influenced by our culture, our past experiences, our 
expectations. But Joseph was prepared to listen to the angel. 
Are we prepared to recognise those among us who are credible 
messengers, who might have something to say that is totally 
unexpected? Can we put aside our preconceived notions, and 
be open and humble enough to listen to those around us, and to 
discern what God might be saying and what God is calling to 
us to do? The Gospel stories around the birth of Jesus 
frequently refer to fear. When the angel appears to Mary 
explaining that she will conceive the Son of God, when angels 
appear to the shepherds in the fields announcing Jesus’ birth, 
as well as when the angel appears to Joseph, the message is the 
same: do not be afraid. All of them were shocked by what they 

Recently Deceased: 
Horace Guarrera, Ignazia Batticciotto, Caterina Marino, Orazio 
Guerrera, Arturo De Grazia, Maria Catena Giannetto, Gaetana 
Loschiavo, Angela Defina, Antonio Di Girolamo, Maria Panucci, 
Paola Ribera, Natalia Guerrieri, Mario Ferraro, Beniamino Di 
Pasquantonio, Nunziata Merlo, Teresa Cascone, Maria Nicolosi, 
Mario Di Biase, Bruna Pagura, Robert Harrington,  
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 

Rest in Peace:  Joe Di Marti, Mary Attard, Luciano Frisone, Elisa Procopio, 
Salvatore Procopio, Monika Fisi’ihoi, Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah 
Subramaniam, Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, 
Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, 
Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico 
Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, 
Salvatore Catania Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa 
Angilletta, Cosimo Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, 
Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro 
Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina 
Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino 
Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of 
our community:  Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria 
Lavecchia, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, 
Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, 
Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin 
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify on 
your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657  

saw, and what they were told, but faith in God helped them 
muster courage to deal with what befell them. When we are 
faced with the most tremendous challenges, can we also find 
the courage to heed the message: do not be afraid?  
 

 

The Living Word 

Saints Days/Coming Events 
 

 

Nil this week 

Refer https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 for more info. 

Weddings in St Joan of Arc Church 

8 January 2023 - Adrian Marques Fletcher & Rachel Fang 

Baptisms 
    We welcome into the Church                                      
 through Baptism this weekend  

William Hoang Lap Tran 

Mary MacKillop Outreach 
 

Thank you to everyone who 
generously contributed to Mary 
MacKillop Outreach appeal. The 
gifts were collected on Tuesday 
and the team were very happy 
with the results.  
 

This will assist in making their Christmas party for the 
participants extra special. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19


 

 

  The war in Ukraine continues. Attempts to justify it produce 
threat and fear. Let us keep praying for the people involved  
and not forget other places where there is suffering because 
of conflict, tyranny, oppression, hunger, poverty, inequality. 

SACRAMENTS 
 

For information on BAPTISM, FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION, MARRIAGE, ANOINTING OF THE SICK - EUCHARIST TO 
THE HOUSEBOUND please visit the parish website for more details. 

 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
 

2023 CALENDARS with a great artwork for each 
month which make beautiful gifts as well as being 
useful for the home, are now on sale in the Piety 
Store as are SVDP Christmas Cards some of 

which have art works done by School Students from 
Catholic Schools across the state as well as some 

which are Australian themed. 
 

Children’s Liturgy and Altar Servers 
 

After a hiatus due to Covid it is time to recommence 
these ministries in 2023!  
 

We need adults committed to being on a roster to run 
the Children’s Liturgy. There will be training and 
support. 
 

If your child has received their First Holy Communion 
and would like to become an Altar server committing 
to a regular roster we would love to hear from you. 
The children will receive training in the ministry. 
 

For more information please speak to either Fr Phil or 
Maria or contact the office on 9798 6657 or email 
Maria - Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

  

 

 
Would you like to help those who are experiencing hardship 
through poverty this Christmas? Global Gifts can help! It is a 
gift that can change a life and bring hope and joy to the 
world’s most vulnerable people. 
 

Go to the Caritas Website for more information. 
https://www.globalgifts.org.au/ 

Christmas Gifts  
 

There are still a few 
Christmas gifts 
available in the Piety 
Store.  
Hurry...going fast. 

Acting Family Educator Role 
 

 

We currently have an opportunity for a one-day-a-week, 
shared Family Educator position at Joan of Arc Catholic 
Primary School, Haberfield. 
 

For more information or if you would like to submit an 
application, please contact Elsa Manu, Church Engagement 
Officer, Sydney Catholic Schools, 0407 202 013 
or elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au by Monday 19 December 
2022. 

mailto:elsa.manu@syd.catholic.edu.au

