
 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR A -   11 DECEMBER  2022                  

 
Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan 

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community, 

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within 

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.” 

Parish Office:  
 

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  
 
P: 02 9798 6657  
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 
Office hours:  
 Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am - 3pm 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 
 

Parish Team:  
Secretary:  
 Antonella Pesci 
Pastoral Associate:  
 Maria Condello 
 Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

PSSO:  
 Tony Mediati 
 0413 481 039 
 PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Eucharist: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening: 5.00pm 
 Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm  
    (Check for changes  on special 
 Feast Days) 
 
Weekdays: 
 Wednesday & Thursday: 9.00am 
 Friday: 9.15am 
 Tuesday evening may be available 
 for memorial Masses. 
  
Reconciliation: 
 Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 
Schools: 
SJOA Primary: 
Principal: Des Fox 
P: 9798 9780 
 
Domremy College: 
Principal: Antoinette McGahan 
P: 9712 2133 

Weddings in St Joan of Arc Church 

8 January 2023 - Adrian Marques Fletcher & Rachel Fang 

Christmas Mass times and Rosters 

The roster for the Christmas Masses is in the Sacristy, please place your name clearly 

alongside the ministry for which you are volunteering. 
 

Children’s Christmas Mass -  

If you child would like to be involved in this Mass either to act out part of the Christmas 

story or as a musician and/or singer please email lillian.tornatore@gmail.com 

There will be a rehearsal on of 24 December at 9am in the Church. 

24th December  

5pm - Children’s Mass 

9pm - Vigil 

Midnight Mass  

25th December  

9am  

There will be no evening Mass 
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St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal - This weekend 
 

Aussie families are struggling to survive the increasing cost-of-living pressures this 
Christmas. Your generosity can provide urgent relief for a family who's doing it tough this 
Christmas and give them hope for a better future. 
 

By helping the Vinnies Christmas Appeal, you will assist in two ways.  At a local level, 
our members and volunteers will offer assistance to families and individuals. At a broader 
level, you will be contributing to the large and varied network of short and longer-term 
support services for people in NSW who require specialised care. 
 

St Vincent de Paul told his followers “there are no people so rich that they have nothing 
to receive, and none so poor that they have nothing to give.” 
Support for this appeal will benefit recipients, and address poverty and disadvantage in 
our communities. 
 

How to donate: 
There will be envelopes on the seat at Masses on the weekend of the appeal, please fill out 
and return via the collections or you can post the pre-paid and addressed envelope 
You can donate online at vinnies.org.au or by phone 13 18 12 
Donation of $2 or more are tax deductible 

Second Rite of Reconciliation will be celebrated at St Mark’s Church 
Drummoyne on Tuesday 13th Dec commencing at 7.30pm. 

https://palms.org.au/neighbours-without-borders
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
https://palms.org.au/current-opportunities/
http://www.palms.org.au


 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Parish Census 
It is important for the parish to have up-to-date information on its parishioners.  

If you haven’t already completed a form and do not have a copy of one either please contact the office on 
admin@stjoanofarc.org.au or go to the parish website. 

© Henri J.M. Nouwen/Henri Nouwen 

Baptisms 
We welcome into the Church through 
Baptism this weekend  

Finnegan James Carberry 

  

 

Would you like to help those who are 
experiencing hardship through poverty this 
Christmas? Global Gifts can help! It is a gift 
that can change a life and bring hope and joy 
to the world’s most vulnerable people. 
 
Go to the Caritas Website for more 
information. 
https://www.globalgifts.org.au/ 

SJA is supporting a scholarship for an indigenous student 
 

Dear parishioners 
 

Following the purchase of a property for affordable housing the Social 
Justice Group considered a new project the parish could support. 
 

The Social Justice Group saw a need to address disadvantage within the 
inner west and recommended a scholarship for an indigenous student at John 
Berne School, Lewisham.   The Parish Pastoral Council supported this 
recommendation and it has been agreed that the parish will provide a 
scholarship for one indigenous student for a period of four years which will 
pay school fees for the student from years 7-10.  The scholarship commences 
at the beginning of the school year in 2023.  There are currently 10 indigenous 
students at John Berne School. 
 

John Berne School was established by the Marist Brothers in 1998 to meet 
the needs of students who are unable to continue their education in 
mainstream schools.  This may be due to issues such as attendance, behaviour 
and learning difficulties.  The school has a high teacher to student ratio, 
onsite counsellors and offers individualised learning programs.  After 
completing Year 10 students often continue their education at Southern Cross 
College, Burwood.  This reflects the success of the school’s approach. 
 

The St Joan of Arc Catholic Community will be undertaking fundraising to 
support the scholarship. All funds raised through the Christmas raffle will go 
towards the scholarship and the Welcome and Events Committee is 
developing some ideas for next year. 
 

We will build a close connection with John Berne School over the coming 
years.  The school has given us a commitment to provide regular reports on the 
student’s progress, welcomes engagement with parishioners and will join in 
parish events from time to time. 
  

Fr Phil 

Looking Forward by Looking Back 

 

The expectation of Advent is anchored in 
the event of God’s incarnation. The more 
I come in touch with what happened in 
the past, the more I come in touch with 
what is to come. The Gospel not only 
reminds me of what took place but also 
of what will take place. In the 
contemplation of Christ’s first coming, I 
can discover the signs of his second 
coming. By looking back in meditation, I 
can look forward in expectation. By 
reflection, I can project; by conserving 
the memory of Christ’s birth, I can 
progress to the fulfillment of his kingdom. 
I am struck by the fact that the prophets 
speaking about the future of Israel 
always kept reminding their people of 
God’s great works in the past. They 
could look forward with confidence 
because they could look backward with 
awe to Yahweh’s great deeds.  

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001YO4uygYflO3xap22oREf5CIAcOKkhYHw5ygio4a8ejiP973w09rdlmtLXQdf7dBEPwR2ychkFXdG3alk2akc3geAnIIPOL4K1sBM8fQaKCeSabIoJtCVU91xV6ttyGJgJTPc66kHlra1m8G9uo6sfg==&c=kjjhqFSJRH2ztIHnEfW4zRGzETnJOncrYU_abna8w06gbByohPMayQ==&ch=qg7pLvy


 

 

REFLECTION 
 

“Happy is the man  
who does not lose faith in me.”  

 
This time last year, the United Nations annual conference 
on Climate Change – COP 26 – had just concluded in 
Glasgow. While world leaders met inside the summit, 
climate campaigners – many of them Christian – 
campaigned for climate action outside. Near the front gates, 
a banner of Christian Climate Action read “Stop Climate 
Chaos Deaths” and below it was a line-up representing 
seven dead bodies covered with white sheets labelled 
“War”, “Famine”, “Pollution”, “Skin Cancer”, “Drought”, 
“Suicide”, “Floods”. The drama highlighted that the climate 
crisis and associated issues were already having a profound 
impact on communities and ecosystems around the world. 
 
However, the same group also organised a “Coat of Hopes” 
which travelled with campaigners walking to the 
conference from London. The patchwork garment appeared 
at a Global Day of Action in Glasgow and conference 
delegates were invited to wear the coat to feel the weight of 
responsibility of the hopes, fears and prayers of ordinary 
people across the UK and the world for the environment 
and for vulnerable communities. Sewn onto the coat were 
more than three hundred patches produced by local church 
groups. The patches showed grief for loss of species, 
remembrances of landscapes, prayers that hearts could 
expand to welcome refugees displaced by climate 
breakdown, and also positive dreams of carefree joy in 
nature and living in peace. The Coat of Hopes displayed 
bees on flowers, birds feeding their young, and phrases like 
“Protect our home”, “Waste is a design fault” and “Save 
our children’s future”. 
 
Today’s reading from Isaiah is full of joy. This third 
Sunday of Advent is called “Gaudete” Sunday and that is 
why we light the pink candle. “Gaudete” means “rejoice”. 
The prophet inspires thoughts of a world of hope, a world 
of God’s sure and strong promise to lift those who are 
bowed down. All creation will be fruitful, reflecting God’s 
love. In the Gospel we sense a feeling of anticipation 
growing among the people. This is picked up in the Psalm 
and the second reading, which emphasise God’s 
faithfulness to us. It is difficult during the trials of our lives 
to continually praise God in all the circumstances we 
experience. But that is what faith is and we must be patient. 
Faith is bigger than our today and filled with the promise of 
tomorrow.  
 
In the Gospel reading we hear that John the Baptist is so 
important because he urges people to turn from sin and 
towards God to experience God’s mercy. Such challenges 
are crucial for any reform or authentic transformation of 
people or groups. That is why we focus on John the Baptist 
every Advent. However, Jesus’ teaching goes way beyond 
John the Baptist. Christmas always renews our commitment 
to bring God’s revolutionary love into a world that so 
desperately needs it. It is the Lord who brings love and 
healing into our lives.  
 
We are prompted to consider: what kind of changes do we 
seek in Advent? Advent is a time to prepare not only 
materially but also spiritually for the coming of the Lord. It 
is a time to step outside our busy lives, our tasks and 
appointments, and simply recognise God’s loving presence 
in all humanity and in the natural world. Take some time 

Recently Deceased: 
Angela Defina, Antonio Di Girolamo, Maria Panucci, Paola Ribera, 
Natalia Guerrieri, Mario Ferraro, Beniamino Di Pasquantonio, 
Nunziata Merlo, Teresa Cascone, Maria Nicolosi, Mario Di Biase, 
Bruna Pagura, Robert Harrington,  
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 

Rest in Peace:  Mary Attard, Luciano Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Salvatore 
Procopio, Monika Fisi’ihoi, Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, 
Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, 
Helen Bedirian, Luigino De Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary 
Kayrooz & families, Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda 
Caruso, Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore 
Catania Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo 
Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, 
Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack 
McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & 
Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank 
Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of 
our community:  Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria 
Lavecchia, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, 
Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, 
Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin 
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify on 
your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657  

today to look up into the sky and be aware of breathing, 
taking in the fresh God-given air that keeps us alive. And 
can we be of service to people who are sick or in trouble 
or worried about facing Christmas on a low income? Can 
we give time to people who might be depressed or who do 
not have many friends? As Christmas draws near, let us 
glorify God for sending Christ to walk alongside us on this 
earth.  
 
On Gaudete Sunday, we are reminded to rejoice in the 
living of our ordinary lives – to remember God’s gifts to 
us in family and friends, in work and in play and in the 
natural world – to remember God loves us more than we 
could ever understand. We can have hope in our hearts 
and trust in God that we are able to do this in good and 
bad times. Does this mean we should go about our daily 
lives with a constant smile on our faces? Well, we could 
smile more often than we do. We could be more willing to 
focus on our blessings rather than our problems. As 
Advent progresses and Christmas draws near, let us pray 
for a heightened awareness of God’s presence among us 
and openness to being changed and blessed by it. 
 
 

The Living Word 

Saints Days/Coming Events 
 

 

Monday   12th December - Our Lady of Guadalupe  
Tuesday        13th December - St Lucy, virgin, martyr  
Wednesday 14th December -  St John of the Cross, priest,   
                doctor 

The danger of COVID-19 has re-emerged, so it’s important  to carry 
with us the lessons we have learnt from it. This includes good 
hygiene, use of masks when necessary and greater care of each 
other. 
 

Refer https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19 for more info. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19


 

 

  The war in Ukraine continues. Attempts to justify it produce 
threat and fear. Let us keep praying for the people involved  
and not forget other places where there is suffering because 
of conflict, tyranny, oppression, hunger, poverty, inequality. 

 

Messa di Ringraziamento  “Haberfield”  
“Movimento Cattolico del Rinnovamento nello 

Spirito Santo”  
 

Il movimento Cattolico del Rinnovamento nello Spirito 
Santo, invita la comunita’ italiana a partecipare alla 

celebrazione della Santa Messa che sara’ celebrata da 
Padre Filippo Zadro.  

 

Giovedi’ 8 Dicembre  2022 alle 0re 14:00 pm  
St Joan of Arc  Parish - 97 Dalhousie St Haberfield 

 

Per ulteriori informazioni:  Albina - 9713 8961 
               Anna - 9712 2970 

SACRAMENTS 
 

For information on BAPTISM, FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST HOLY 
COMMUNION, CONFIRMATION, MARRIAGE, ANOINTING OF THE SICK - 
EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND please visit the parish website for more 
details. 

 

CHRISTMAS IS COMING 
 

2023 CALENDARS with a great artwork for 
each month which make beautiful gifts as well 
as being useful for the home, are now on sale in 
the Piety Store as are SVDP Christmas Cards 
some of which have art works done by School 
Students from Catholic Schools across the state 
as well as some which are Australian themed. 

 

Advent Resources 
 

There are still a few more books 
available. It’s not too late to spend 
time in reflection during this Advent 
period if you haven’t done so yet. 
Through the use of the reflections it 
helps us to focus on the real meaning 
of the Christmas season. 
 
Please take one for your use and if 
you would like to make a gold coin 
donation place it in the container 
provided. 

Thank you Damian 

Children’s Liturgy and Altar Servers 
 
After a hiatus due to Covid it is time to recommence 
these ministries in 2023!  
 
We need adults committed to being on a roster to run 
the Children’s Liturgy. There will be training and 
support. 
 
If your child has received their First Holy Communion 
and would like to become an Altar server committing 
to a regular roster we would love to hear from you. 
The children will receive training in the ministry. 
 
For more information please speak to either Fr Phil or 
Maria or contact the office on 9798 6657 or email 
Maria - Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

Parish Pastoral Council Guidelines 
 

The Parish Pastoral Council, during the last several meetings, 

have worked on developing a set of guidelines for the Council 

(see insert). These have drawn from other guidelines from 

various sources and modified to suit St Joan of Arc.  
 

There has been much discernment in relation to membership, 

selection process, office bearers, responsibilities of the 

members and other areas as reflected in the document.  
 

Thank you to the Parish Pastoral Council members for their 

work on this document and in particular Carmel McKeough 

who drafted the initial document from the various sources. 
 

Fr Phil 

Welcome and Events Committee for all your 
hard work in coordinating the Parish 
Christmas Celebration this Saturday evening. 
The numbers far exceeded expectations. 
 
The committee has had several events this 
year which have been very successful.  


