
 

 

Alpha at St Joan of Arc. 
 

The next Alpha series will commence on Wednesday 

evening August 24 2022. More information to follow in 

future weeks. 
 

Come and See 
 

If you are interested, it’s worth noting that Alpha, as it’s 

name suggests, is a beginning. It isn’t about any particular 

Christian church or denomination but rather about the 

foundations of all Christianity.  
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Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan 

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community, 

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within 

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.” 

Parish Office:  
 

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  
 
P: 02 9798 6657  
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 
Office hours:  
 Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am - 3pm 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 
 

Parish Team:  
Secretary:  
 Antonella Pesci 
Pastoral Associate:  
 Maria Condello 
 Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

PSSO:  
 Tony Mediati 
 0413 481 039 
 PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Eucharist: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening: 5.00pm 
 Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm  
    (Check for changes  on special 
 Feast Days) 
 
Weekdays: 
 Wednesday & Thursday: 9.00am 
 Friday: 9.15am 
 Tuesday evening may be available 
 for memorial Masses. 
  
Reconciliation: 
 Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 
Schools: 
SJOA Primary: 
Principal: Des Fox 
P: 9798 9780 
 
Domremy College: 
Principal: Antoinette McGahan 
P: 9712 2133 

Tax receipts 2021/2022 financial year  

are now available for collection in the Foyer.  
 

Your weekly giving envelopes for the 2022/2023 financial year are now 

available for collection from the church after mass.  

Please collect if you haven’t done so already. 
 

If you would like to join our Planned Giving Programme please contact the Parish 

Office on 9798 6657 or email admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  for more information.  

We are able to offer a 30% tax deduction to planned giving envelope givers  

(you must let the parish office know if you wish to claim this deduction). 

Automatic payments are available so that you can contribute to all the collections by 

credit card or direct debit [from your nominated bank account] making it easier to 

contribute in an ongoing way to the mission of the Church. 

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR PARISH 

Men’s Group - Save the Date 
 

St Joan of Arc Parish is starting a “Men’s Group” with a special 
event on Sunday 7 August 2022 after 6pm Mass.  All adult (18+) 

men in the Parish are warmly invited to attend this fellowship and 
fun event.  Please mark this date and time in your diary.  We will 

have an interesting local guest speaker with pizza and 
refreshments.  Further details in forthcoming weeks. 

Please note: The Parish Office will be closed on Thursday 21/7/22 as Antonella is away 

and Maria doesn’t work on a Thursday.  



 

 

While there is plenty of evidence that COVID is still active, the NSW State 
Government, from Friday afternoon 22 April, has changed the requirements 
for close contacts: -Rapid Test 5 times in the week, wear masks indoors, 
avoid crowds. 

But let’s keep good standards of hygiene and  being tested if you are feeling 
unwell.  

Information is still available on the NSW government website:  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19  

SACRAMENTS 
BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at 
11am. Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is expected. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, 
CONFIRMATION: Please see parish website for information, 
dates and forms. 
 

MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at 
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office 
to book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage 
Course is encouraged.  
 

For Baptisms and  Marriages priority is given to parishioners of  
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND 
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of 
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If 
they desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is 
only right that arrangements would be made for them to 
receive these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of 
the healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ 
administered through the Church. 

Parish Census - It is important for the parish to have      

up-to-date information on its parishioners.  

If you haven’t already completed a form and do not have a 
copy of one please contact the office on 
admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  

• Be enough at home to realize that your family is primary, 
but be enough in the world to let you know that the world 
is your ultimate family. 

• Have enough involvement in prayer and church groups to 
be considered pious, but enough concern about politics 
and justice to be considered radical. 

• Be enough Mary to sit, passively, at the feet of Jesus, but 
enough Martha to not have a privileged escape from the 
everyday, mundane duties of life. 

 

Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. He can be contacted through his 
website, www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser 

Coming Events 
 

Sunday 31st July 
Grandparents Day (9am Mass) 

 

Monday 15th August  
Feast of the Assumption (9:15am & 7:30pm) 

 

Sunday 21st August 
Feast of Mary, Mother and Queen (10am) 

Balancing Action And Contemplation 
 

It is never easy to find the balance between being and doing, 
prayer and work, contemplation and action, interiority and 
external involvement, soul craft and statecraft, mysticism and 
politics, piety and social action, family life and our jobs, 
pampering self-care and compulsive workaholism. Balance 
among these things is like looking for the Kingdom, a 
question of searching for a narrow door that few find. 
 

Mostly we suffer from one or the other, burnout or rust-out. I 
know only of two kinds of persons, those with too much to do 
and those who do not have enough to do. I know no one 
whom I can look at with genuine envy and say: “He or she 
has it just right!” Everyone I know, myself included, is either 
over-pressured or is frustrated because they would like to be 
doing more. We lack for good models here.  Balance … to 
have just the right amount of work coupled with the right 
amount of prayer, to have a healthy combination of pressure 
and leisure, is a thing rarely seen. 
 

And there are dangers here both ways, in being overinvolved 
and in being under-involved: 
 

If I do not have enough interiority in my life, if my fault is 
over-action, then these will be my faults: I will have no 
identity outside of my work; I will be a workaholic, 
compulsive, driven, un-free; I will have no genuine prayer 
life; my work and social action will eventually become 
soulless; I will struggle with charity, patience, courtesy, and 
chastity; and, eventually, my life, albeit packed with many 
things, will contain not a thimbleful of genuine delight. I will 
be so absorbed with the business of making a living and 
establishing myself that I will never really get around to 
actually living and enjoying myself. 
 

Conversely, if I do not have enough work and external 
activity in my life, enough pressure and demands from 
family, work, and community, if my fault is over-piety and 
one-sided contemplation, then these will be my faults: I will 
be living in an unhealthy isolation, in perennial delusion and 
illusion; I will be spaced out, unhealthily disconnected from 
family and community, lonely, with escapism as my drug of 
choice; I will narrowly identify spirituality and morality with 
my own piety; and I will suffer acutely from the lack of a 
healthy self-image since I am not actualizing my God given 
talents. I will reverse the Socratic axiom so that, for me, the 
unlived life will not be worth examining. 
 

Given this perennial struggle for balance, it can be useful to 
lay out some general principles which, while not necessarily 
all that practical, at least help show us where, theoretically, 
the balance lies. I offer these somewhat apologetically, 
knowing that, in this area, I can hardly present myself as a 
paradigm. 
 

Nonetheless, for what they are worth, here are some 
principles for balancing our lives:   

• Have enough interiority in life to make for mysticism, 
but have enough family and disruption in life to make for 
healthy displacement. 

• Have enough interiority in life to make for soul, but have 
enough obligations and involvements to make for a sense 
of the corporate. 

• Have enough solitude in life to make for enjoyment but 
enough dutiful work to identify you with the poor. 

• Have enough withdrawal and self-care in life to 
safeguard health, but enough conscription and duty to let 
you know your life is not your own. 

• Have enough of God’s agenda to let you know that this 
world is not ultimate, but enough of the world’s agenda 
to let you know that your task here is to help God shape 
the earth. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
http://www.ronrolheiser.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser
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Reflection 
 

“Jesus came to a village, and a woman named 
Martha welcomed him into her house.” 

 
Andrei Rublev was perhaps the greatest and most well-known 
icon painter of all time. He probably lived near Moscow and 
died around the year 1430. In 1988 the Russian Orthodox 
Church canonized him as a saint. But little is known about his 
life for certain, although in 1996 an epic film drama based on 
him was made by the Russian director Andrei Tarkovsky; it 
has been rated by critics as one of the greatest films ever 
released. 
 
There’s a very famous icon by Rublev based on the story in 
our Old Testament reading today. It depicts the three angelic 
visitors received by Abraham and Sarah at the Oak of Mamre. 
They are sitting around three sides of a rectangular table, with 
a cup on the table between them. The space on the fourth side 
of the table, at the front of the icon, is vacant. Like all icons, 
it’s full of symbolism. It’s known as the icon of the Trinity – 
the three visitors seated around the table being interpreted as 
symbolising the three persons of the Holy Trinity, and the 
space at the front as being left free for the viewer. It shows 
how we are all invited to share the hospitality of communion 
with God the Holy Trinity. 
 
Since ancient times, as the Old Testament story demonstrates, 
hospitality – being willing to open homes and share food with 
visitors of all kinds, friends and strangers, especially those in 
need – has been an important part of Middle Eastern culture. It 
is also a basic, practical doing of love. It is this deeply human 
way of friendship that is at the heart of the ways in which God 
comes to people in today’s readings. For Abraham and Sarah, 
their hospitality to the mysterious visitors, marks a turning 
point in their lives, as the gift of the child the couple thought 
they could never have is promised. A whole people is born 
from this simple act of welcoming the strangers and tending to 
their needs. 
 
For Martha in today’s Gospel, the great gift of receiving Jesus 
into her home is a blessing – but also a challenge. Perhaps 
Martha’s difficulty, as far as Jesus is concerned, is that she is 
forgetting something that lies at the heart of all our practical 
care. When we cook for guests, when we welcome people into 
our homes and share a bit of our lives with them, the danger is 
that it is the “stuff” of our caring that becomes the focus, 
rather than the person we are welcoming. Sometimes it may be 
food and drink and practical actions of caring that are 
precisely what is needed. But very often what is just as 
important, if not more so, is a friendly and personal welcome 
and an ear to listen – and it’s easy for this to get neglected 
among all the practicalities. 
 
Our world today is one in which hospitality is much needed. If 
we look at our own cities and towns, we can see loneliness that 
is so often to be found there: for example, in the elderly, 
housebound or disabled people who may see hardly another 
person from day to day, week to week; or in the homeless 
people whom we simply pass experienced or exacerbated by 
times of enforced isolation during the covid-19 pandemic. It 
we look further afield, we can see the refugees leaving 
everything behind and fleeing war, oppression and suffering, 
the many thousands of displaced people of our time, desperate 
to find a place of welcome and safety. Wherever we look, 
there is a call to share and befriend. And what is often needed 
above all is a listening ear, to hear their stories. 
 

Recently Deceased: Carmel McEnally, Francesco “Frank” 
Fiorenza, Calogero “Charlie” Messina, Salvatore Scalia, Domenica 
Antonutti, Zina di Done’, Giannino Scappin, Emilio Dodaro, Mafileo 
Tupou, Brigida Zanutto, Luciano Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Luigi 
Rubbo, Sarina Isgro, Pauline Colvin, Giovanni Di Bello, Grace 
Grasso  
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 
 

Rest in Peace:  Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia 
Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen 
Bedirian, Luigino De Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz 
& families, Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, 
Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania 
Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo 
Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, 
Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack 
McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & 
Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank 
Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of 
our community:  Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria 
Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken 
Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline 
Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, 
Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

 
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify on 
your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657  

This call is also a challenge, as it was for Martha. True 
hospitality lies in meeting the person whom we welcome. We 
need to learn to sit still with those we are called to care for, to 
listen to them and to let them know they are heard. Too often 
our fretting over “so many things”, as Jesus says, may get in 
the way of truly caring. But if we can keep love of and care 
for the person central, our moments of generosity and 
hospitality will also be moments of meeting God, and then 
we will take place at table in communion with the divine 
trinity. 

- The living word - 

Fr Phil will back from a much earned break later in 
the week. 
 

Thank you to Frs Peter and Pat from the Missionaries of the 
Sacred Heart (MSC) who supplied for Fr Phil for the first three 
weeks of his leave. Please keep the MSC community in your 
prayers as many have tested positive for COVID including Frs 
Peter and Pat.  
 

Thank you to Frs Simon, John & Reg for suppling this 
weekend at very short notice. 

New video camera has now been installed in the church. 
This will be used to video special events and livestreams when 
required. We need people will to learn how to operate the 
system for these special events. If you are willing to learn 
please contact Maria Condello - 
Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au and training will be 
arranged.  



 

 

 

FEAST  DAYS  

22 July St Mary Magdalene 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s Parish Renewal 
Conference is an opportunity for clergy, parish leaders 
and parishioners to be renewed in the Church’s mission 
of evangelisation and equipped to strengthen their 
practical efforts through spiritual, intellectual, pastoral 
and human formation.  
 

If you are interesting in attending please contact 
Maria Condello - 
Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au as 

Retreat Opportunity 
 

Claiming Hope: Creative Healing Retreat 
(August 12-14) 

 
Join the Missionaries of God’s Love Sisters at 
Carmel House for a healing retreat experience. 

Come to God in your woundedness, journey with 
Him through creativity, and allow Him to transform 

you into a living sign of hope. 
Enquiries: mglsisters.sydney@gmail.com 

 
Register Online:  

https://www.trybooking.com/BWMJN  

 ULURU STATEMENT FROM THE HEART  
 
We, gathered at the 2017 National Constitutional Convention, 
coming from all points of the southern sky, make this statement 
from the heart:  
 

Our Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander tribes were the first 
sovereign Nations of the Australian continent and its adjacent 
islands, and possessed it under our own laws and customs. This 
our ancestors did, according to the reckoning of our culture, from 
the Creation, according to the common law from ‘time 
immemorial’, and according to science more than 60,000 years 
ago.  
 

This sovereignty is a spiritual notion: the ancestral tie between the 
land, or ‘mother nature’, and the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who were born therefrom, remain attached 
thereto, and must one day return thither to be united with our 
ancestors. This link is the basis of the ownership of the soil, or 
better, of sovereignty. It has never been ceded or extinguished, and 
co-exists with the sovereignty of the Crown.  
 

How could it be otherwise? That peoples possessed a land for sixty 
millennia and this sacred link disappears from world history in 
merely the last two hundred years?  
 

With substantive constitutional change and structural reform, we 
believe this ancient sovereignty can shine through as a fuller 
expression of Australia’s nationhood.  
 

Proportionally, we are the most incarcerated people on the planet. 
We are not an innately criminal people. Our children are aliened 
from their families at unprecedented rates. This cannot be because 
we have no love for them. And our youth languish in detention in 
obscene numbers. They should be our hope for the future.  
 

These dimensions of our crisis tell plainly the structural nature of 
our problem. This is the torment of our powerlessness.  
 

We seek constitutional reforms to empower our people and take a 
rightful place in our own country. When we have power over our 
destiny our children will flourish. They will walk in two worlds 
and their culture will be a gift to their country.  
 

We call for the establishment of a First Nations Voice enshrined in 
the Constitution.  
 

Makarrata is the culmination of our agenda: the coming together 
after a struggle. It captures our aspirations for a fair and truthful 
relationship with the people of Australia and a better future for our 
children based on justice and self-determination.  
 

We seek a Makarrata Commission to supervise a process of 
agreement-making between governments and First Nations and 
truth-telling about our history.  
 

In 1967 we were counted, in 2017 we seek to be heard. We leave 
base camp and start our trek across this vast country. We invite 
you to walk with us in a movement of the Australian people for a 
better future  
 

At the Second Assembly of the Plenary Council last week, 
members voted in favour of endorsing this statement. 
Three of the motions that were considered during the 
Assembly seek to address the Church’s relationship with 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. To 
acknowledge past injustices and work on ways of moving 
forward through a commitment to justice, truth and 
reconciliation.  

mailto:mglsisters.sydney@gmail.com
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/c848g/2219924/CjedKwWJsvcBBRz2chYUH6juCiVxQ.mMPNsQOdDx.html

