
Happy  
Easter 

RITE OF BLESSING OF THE FAMILY HOME WITH THE EASTER WATER 

Reflection 
The blessing of a house is primarily a time of prayer for the people who live in it and make it a home. It is an 
invitation for them to praise God for his many blessings to their family, and a moment for calling down his loving 
kindness upon them. 

(All family members standing in a central room in the house begin by making the sign of the cross.) 
Leader:  God's peace be in this home. 
All:   And in all who live here. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
   Hear us Lord, we pray, in your goodness send your angel from heaven to watch over and         
 protect all who live in this home. May we find in this home comfort, love, encouragement,     peace 
and prayer, we make our prayer in the name of the Risen Lord. 
All:   Amen 
Leader:  Let us pray to God for his blessing. 
   (All pause for a moment of silent prayer). 
   Father in heaven, look upon this family and home in your love, and give us the blessing of    
 your peace. 
   Let your Spirit of joy fill our hearts, so that we may be holy and happy. 
   May our concern for others reflect your love, and bring us happiness throughout this year. 
All:   We ask through Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 
Leader:  Bless our home Father and all who live here in peace. 
   (Accompanied by the whole family the Leader may go to each room of the house and           
 sprinkle it, using a twig or similar object, with the blessed water.) 
All:   Concluding in the central room with the Our Father prayed together and the sign of the    
 cross. 

BENEDIZIONE DELLA CASA 

Pace a questa casa, e a tutti quelli che vi abitano. 
 
E udii una gran voce dal trono, che diceva: “Ecco la tenda di Dio tra gli uomini! e s’attenderá tra loro. Ed essi saranno I suoi 
popoli, e Dio stesso sará con loro il loro Dio”. (Apoc 21.3) 
 
Preghiamo. 
Padre, benedici questa casa + e riempila con la tua presenza. Possa la tua pace riposare sopra gli abitanti di questa casa, e su 
coloro che li visitano. Nel nome di tuo Figlio, in spirit d’amore, passano tutti I tuoi figli essere qui bene accolti.  
 

(Spruzza le stanze con l’acqua santa) 
 

La tua grazia provvede ai bisogni di questa casa: 
Nel cibo, 
Nel riparo, 
Nella forza, 
Nella pace, 
E nell’amore 
Insegnaci a condividere, o Signore, 
Insegnaci a dare. 
 
Preghiamo. 
Tu sei venuto ad abitare tra noi, o Dio, e tu sei presente dovunque noi abitamo. 
Fa che onoriamo la tua presenza; rendeci prudenti e donaci la forza necessaria al nostro vicendevole sviluppo e alla 
construzione della tua cittá in questo mondo - il Corpo di Cristo - un mondo in cui si possa vivere, oggi e per sempre. 
 
Preghiamo per coloro che non hanno una casa propria, per coloro che vivono in povere abitazioni, e per coloro che vennero in 
questa terra d’oltre oceano, affinché possano essere accolti con ospitalitá: e per coloro che vivono da soli. 
 
Preghiamo pure per coloro che vivono nell’abbondanza, affinché possano mantenere le loro case e i loro cuori aperti a tutti i 
bisognosi. 
Per Cristo nostro Signore. 
 
TUTTI: Amen. 
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Happy Easter/Buona Pasqua to everyone.  

 Last year Easter came after one year of COVID, now 
it comes after two years. And it is still around. It’s quite a 
useful parable for all of humanity if we were all disposed to 
hear. 

 We like to think of ourselves as being sorted out. In 
another parish, for example, it was well-known that people 
would quickly avoid any suggestion that parents of young 
children needed any sort of on-going formation or guidance. 
And people say things like: It’s the 21st century, how can 
these things happen? But, like COVID, life continues to be 
uncertain as shown in our human weaknesses and the frailty 
of society: marriage breakdown; drug use; war; oppression; 
poverty; homelessness; abortion, euthanasia ….. aren’t these 
pandemics too? The only vaccine for these things is love as 
demonstrated by Jesus. 

 We want paradise: we were made for paradise. But we 
won’t find it or make it here on earth until all of us together 
come to understand what it means to love God and love your 
neighbour as yourself.  

 Thanks be to God we have the example of Jesus, 
revealed as the Christ at the Resurrection, who truly lived a 
life of love. 

 May his victory over death inspire us to bring hope to all 
we meet. 

Blessings to all 

Fr Phil 

Buona 
Pasqua 

 

 Prayer for Ukraine with 
Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament  
 

Wednesdays from 5.00pm to 
6.00pm. 

 

Fridays from 2.15pm till 
3.00pm. (except Good Friday 

15th April) 

The Many Rays of Hope 
 

The Easter season is a time of hope. There still is fear, 
there still is a painful awareness of sinfulness, but 
there also is light breaking through. Something new is 
happening, something that goes beyond the changing 
moods of our life. We can be joyful or sad, optimistic or 
pessimistic, tranquil or angry, but the solid stream of 
God’s presence moves deeper than the small waves of 
our minds and hearts. Easter brings the awareness that 
God is present even when his presence is not directly 
noticed. Easter brings the good news that, although 
things seem to get worse in the world, the Evil One has 
already been overcome. Easter allows us to affirm that 
although God seems very distant and although we    
remain preoccupied with many little things, our Lord 
walks with us on the road and keeps explaining the 
Scriptures to us. Thus there are many rays of hope  
casting their light on our way through life. 

© Henri J.M. Nouwen/

Henri Nouwen Society 
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Reflection 
 

“Very early on the first day of the week…  
Mary of Magdala came to the tomb.” 

 
Early on Easter Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene 
headed towards the tomb in order to finish the 
anointing of Jesus’ body. She was the first to do so. 
Was it because she wanted to spend private time with 
Jesus? Was she trying to spare his mother the agony of 
seeing him before he was as presentable as she could 
make him? Was it a bit of both? On her arrival, Mary 
found the stone rolled back and the tomb empty. The 
Gospels all tell slightly different versions but agree that 
she hurried back to tell the disciples of her discovery. 
Mark and Luke tell us that they didn’t believe Mary 
and that, when he subsequently appeared to them in the 
Upper Room, Jesus scolded his followers for their 
disbelief.  
 
Mary Magdalene had accompanied Jesus to his 
crucifixion and, along with his mother and a few other 
women, had stayed there until he died. So often it’s 
women who stand alongside someone who is suffering, 
offering whatever support they can. Of all Jesus’ 
disciples, John was the only male representative. 
Perhaps embarrassment fuelled the men’s response 
now. Afraid for their own lives, they had run away and 
avoided Calvary. Mary had courageously witnessed 
horrors they had escaped. Mary’s faithfulness made her 
the first witness to the resurrection. 
 
In ancient Israel, women participated in every aspect of 
community life except in the Temple priesthood. But 
by the time of Jesus, respectable women were required 
to live segregated from men in their private, public and 
religious life. Jesus was different. He treated women 
with respect, speaking to them in private and public. In 
response, women loyally travelled with him, staying 
with him at the foot of the cross when the men ran 
away. Who took Jesus down from the cross? John tells 
us it was Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea - was it 
also, perhaps, the women? It seems that the apostles 
were too afraid even to do that much for someone they 
loved. They knew that a stone was rolled across the 
entrance to the tomb but, knowing that the Sabbath had 
interrupted the ritual anointing of Jesus’ body, did the 
men consider that it might be too heavy for the women 
to move out of their way? 
 
Of the apostles, it was Peter and John that decided to 
investigate the truth of Mary’s report. But they only 
fully began to believe her when they saw the evidence 
for themselves. Jesus had told them that he would rise 
from the dead, but they hadn’t understood what he was 
saying. They could not, of themselves, predict the 
resurrection. Although Jesus had brought Lazarus back 
to life, it was not enough. They needed the evidence of 
their own senses. 
 

In 2016 Pope Francis declared Mary Magdalene to be 
the “apostle to the apostles” because “she is the witness 
to the risen Christ and announces the message of the 
Lord’ resurrection just like the rest of the apostles”. 
Interestingly, it was only then, two thousand years after 
the event, that her feast was officially given the same 
status of the apostles. Talk about a “glass ceiling” - it 
even applies to female saints! 
 
When we think about it, the apostles had not expected a 
woman to tell them of the resurrection - which they had 
not really expected in any case - it also shows how the 
most unlikely people are able to turn our own lives 
upside down, inside out and back to front. God uses the 
most unexpected messengers to pass on the most 
important messages we are ever likely to hear. 
Sometimes it might be a child’s innocent remark that 
suddenly appears to have the most amazing profundity 
and stops us in our tracks. Jesus had told his disciples 
that he would rise on the third day, but they didn’t 
understand what he was saying. Even the raising of 
Lazarus does not seem to have sparked the idea that 
Jesus was prefiguring his own resurrection. Of course, 
it made sense in hindsight, but it’s easy to be wise after 
the event. Mary Magdalene was the first witness to the 
resurrection, but she also teaches us that we should be 
alert and listening to all the unexpected messengers 
who, knowingly or unknowingly, reveal to us our 
amazing God.  
 
The Living Word 
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Thank You for supporting 
Project Compassion 2022 

Please return any 
outstanding  
Project Compassion 

Envelopes by 
Sunday 24th April 
(Octave of Easter) 

(Divine Mercy Sunday) 

EASTER OFFERING ENVELOPES 
It is a custom at Easter to have an added offering for 
the support of Diocesan Clergy in the Archdiocese of 
Sydney.  
Your offering supports all priests, particularly our 
elderly priests, retired clergy, and those who are in 
care-accommodation or permanent nursing care 
hostels.  
Envelopes available at the door . 
We ask for your generosity. Thank you. 

GOOD FRIDAY HOLY LAND COLLECTION 
 

Since the time of St. Paul, who urged his missionary Churches not to 
forget the needs of the Church in Jerusalem, Christians worldwide have 
understood the responsibility to support the land where Jesus walked.  

Thank you  to all who donated for supporting the Holy Land (Good 

Friday) Collection, as encouraged by Pope Francis. Through this 
Collection, you join with Catholics around the world to stand in solidarity 
with the Church in the Holy Land. When you contribute to the Holy Land 
Collection, you become an instrument of peace in a troubled land.  

Recently Deceased: Carmela Carrolo, Rosaria Lagana, Rosa 
Colangelo, Salvatore De Luca, Santina Lo Surdo, Angela Anselmo, 
Nella Medaglia, Salvatore Procopio, Peter Mauceri, Angelo Testa, 
Salvatore Angilleta, Bruno Aurisicchio, Kathleen Gannon, Domenica 
Pellegrino, Mary Camilleri, Esther Doyle, Giovanna Vincenzino, Marie 
Cassidy. 
 

Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 

Rest in Peace:  Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia Scuderi, 
Saverio Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, 
Luigino De Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, 
Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, Domenico 
Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania Concetta 
Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo Angilletta, Joe 
Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & 
Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico 
Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & 
Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in 
Purgatory. 
 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of our 
community:  Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria Lavecchia, Carmel 
McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat 
Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, 
Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify on 
your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also want to speak to 
your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a legal obligation to 
report crimes to the police. 

Please know that you are always welcome to join in  
St Joan of Arc Parish Celebrations 
 

EUCHARIST: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening …………5.00pm 
    Sunday : ..………………9.00am & 6.00pm  
 Check for changes on special Feast Days) 
Weekdays:  
 Tuesday Only if  be pre-booked for 1 month or 1 year of    

 anniversary of death Masses  7.30pm 
 Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am 
 Friday ….……………………………………….9.15am 
 

Please note that windows & doors need to be opened at Mass. 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
 Saturday   …………………………….4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 

BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at 
   11am.  Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is   
   expected. 
 

MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at 
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office to 
book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage Course is 
encouraged.  
 

For Baptisms and  Marriages priority is given to parishioners of  
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - EUCHARIST TO THE 
HOUSEBOUND 
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of your 
family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If they desire 
the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is only right that 
arrangements would be made for them to receive these 
Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of the healing and 
strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ administered through the 
Church. 

FEAST  DAYS 
NIL 

 

While much has changed, there is plenty of evidence that 
COVID is still active.  

So let’s be cautious and continue to protect one another.  Let’s 
keep good standards of hygiene like hand sanitising and 
wearing masks, and keeping distanced where possible. Staying 
at home if you are feeling unwell. Information is still available 

on the NSW government website:  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19  

The main centre front door of the Church will be opened at the 
Easter Vigil. 

 
AGEING WELL MASTERCLASSES 

 
Don’t miss out!!  

This is a great opportunity!  
These masterclasses  introduce you to the 

great help available to someone who is 
facing the realities of ageing. Family 

members caring for an ageing relative 
will find the classes very valuable. 

3 classes to go: 26 April, 3 May, 10 May. 
7.30pm St Joan of Arc School Hall.  

No need to register, just come along.  

 

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal 
 

As millions of people are likely to be displaced due to 
Russia’s invasion, your support is more important than 
ever for the people of Ukraine. 
 

Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:  
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/ukraine-appeal/  
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.  

 
CLOTHING DRIVE  
 

 

If you wish to make a donation to the clothing drive please 
write your details on the list outside the Piety Store in the  

Dalhousie St Church entrance & take a bag. 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/vr7zq/2219461/sTSJqgzTArtXXaZ82G2htYIKh2rz0x2V1heH4klz.html

