Welcome to

St Joan of Arc Parish
Haberfield
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro

Passion Sunday
Saturday 5.00pm
Sunday 9.00am & 6.00pm

Good Friday
Stations of the Cross - 10.00am
Passion of our Lord - 3.00pm
Stations in Italian—7.30pm

Presbytery Office:
97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045
P: 02 9798 6657
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au
Parish Secretary:
Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm

Holy Thursday
7:30pm

Holy Saturday Vigil
7.00pm

Easter Sunday
7.30am Italian
9.00am & 10:30am English

Bookings are essential and will be online. Please highlight, copy and paste link into web
browser, then follow prompts to register.
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/2021-st-joan-of-arc-parish-haberfield-holy-weekeastermasses-tickets-145320157503
In this bulletin
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Mass times for Holy Week & Easter
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Launch of Parish Strategic Plan, RCIA & WWC
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St Vincent de Paul Night Patrol—looking for
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Project Compassion, Youth Mass
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catechist milestones
Mass schedule, booking procedure, notices,
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Sound out the alarm for Climate
COVID regulations - English/Italian
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2021 First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion &
Confirmation dates
Readings of the Day - English
Gospel Reflection - English
Readings and Reflection
of the day - Italian
Resources during COVID - Online Resources for
prayer and worship

Reconciliation
You are encouraged to complete your
Lenten journey by experiencing the healing
grace of God in the Sacrament of Penance
(which we know by other names too—
Confession, Reconciliation.
Regular time here: Saturday 4.30—4.50pm
Special extra times here before Easter:
Saturday 27 Mar: 11.30am—12.30pm
Wednesday 31 Mar—6.00pm
ALSO
Tuesday 30 Mar: 7.30pm—2nd Rite at St
Marks Drummoyne with visiting priests..
—————————————————
NOTE: No rostered time available from
Thursday 5.00pm till after Easter.
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Bishop Terry Brady will be
Celebrating the 6pm Mass
March 28th to Launch the
Parish Strategic Plan
R.C.I.A
Raffael’s journey to Baptism, through the scrutinies, continues this weekend. The second scrutiny focuses on
healing and increasing our vision which we hear in our Gospel reading of year A of the man born blind.
The presentation of the Creed and Our Father is part of the process of the Rites of purification and
enlightenment. The Nicene Creed will be presented this weekend.
Raffael will also receive the anointing with the Oil of Catechumens. “The anointing with oil symbolises the need of
the catechumen for God’s help and strength so that, undeterred by the bonds of the past and overcoming the
opposition of the devil, they will forthrightly take the step of professing their faith and will hold fast to it
unfalteringly throughout their lives.” (paragraph 191)

Source:

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – Study Edition (May 2018)

Are you a volunteer?
To comply with Archdiocesan and Government
regulations

if you have contact with children
YOU NEED A WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK
To apply or for more details, go
to www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check.
Have a WWCC? Has it expired?
Please renew and let the parish office know
Need a WWCC? Then you need a Safeguarding Induction.
Face-to-Face sessions to be announced soon.
Online induction available
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Pope Francis said “every person ought to have the awareness that purchasing is always a moral –
and not simply an economic – act.”

It is estimated that more than 40 million people are trapped in slavery globally – 1 in 4 of
these are children. Use your buying power to make a difference and buy only slavery-free
chocolate at Easter. It is delicious.
For information on Slavery-free Easter chocolate and resources, go to: https://acrath.org.au/

take-action/slavery-free-easter/

Slavery-free
chocolate will feature
one
of
these
certification symbols
(below)
on
the
wrappers:
FAIRTRADE,
Rainforest Alliance
and
UTZ.
It’s
delicious and you can
buy it at ALDI,
Haigh’s, and other
leading supermarkets
and shops.
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Year of St Joseph
Next Friday 19th March is the Feast of St Joseph.
At the end of last year Pope Francis proclaimed a “Year of St
Joseph” from 8 December 2020 to 8 December 2021. This was to
mark the 150th Anniversary of the declaration of St Joseph as
Patron of the universal church.
Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter – Patris Corde (With a Father’s
Heart) reflects the various aspects of St Joseph’s life and the
example he can be to us.
If you would like to read the Apostolic Letter please highlight and
click link below.
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/papa-francesco-letteraap_20201208_patris-corde.html

Mass for the Feast day will be celebrated at 9:15am and 7:30pm

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Thank you to all our parishioners and the representatives of St
Joan of Arc school who attended the World Day of Prayer
Friday 5th March, hosted by St David’s Uniting Church.
The theme this year was “Build on a Strong Foundation”
with the prayer service prepared by the Christian women of
the Republic of Vanuatu.
We celebrated together in prayer, with the Christian churches
of Haberfield, uniting us to build on a strong Christian
foundation in our community.
Next year’s service is written by the women of England, Wales
and Northern Ireland on the theme, “I know the plans I
have for you” and will be hosted by St Joan of Arc Haberfield.
So keep the first Friday in March free to attend and join the
Christian churches of Haberfield in prayer and reflection.
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Fourth Sunday of Lent

14th March 2021

Please support Caritas Australia this Lenten season
themed

“Be More”.
As Saint Oscar Romero said,
“Aspire not to have more, but to be more.”
Through your generosity and by aspiring to “Be
More”, you are assisting some of the world’s most
vulnerable people build better futures for themselves,
their families and their communities.
You can donate through

set of Caritas envelopes

by phoning 1800 024 413 or

by visiting
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion

Youth Mass for

St Joan of Arc?
Priority number 1 of our Parish Strategic Plan is to
engage with youth. Sydney Catholic Schools director Tony Farley has asked high schools in the Sydney
Archdiocese to engage with their local parishes. The
response of Domrey College is to commit to provide a
youth mass once a term in the major parishes of their
students which includes St Joan of Arc. The happy
convergence of these things is that we have an
opportunity to take the first step of our Strategic Plan.
The first Youth Mass with Domrey students involvement
will be Sunday 14th March at 6pm. We look forward to
the occasion and hope we can build on it.

Arsad, an Indonesian farmer, had no
toilet, so he and his family always
had to walk into the forest to an open
defecation area.
His family was often sick and open
defecation caused many
neighbourhood disputes.
With the support of Caritas Australia
and its partner, Laz Harfa, Arsad
took part in hygiene, sanitation and
financial management training. He
then funded the building of a toilet in
his house and helped other
community members to save for
toilets.
Now Arsad’s family is healthier. Their
community no longer practices open
defecation and is more harmonious.
Arsad inspired his community to ‘Be
More.’
Please donate to Project
Compassion 2021 and help improve
health and wellbeing of communities
in Indonesia so they can work
towards eradicating poverty,
providing a better future for all.
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St Joan of Arc Parish

QR code for check-in!
You will still need to register for
5pm Saturday and 9am Sunday Masses
Download the Service NSW app (if you do not have it installed on your phone)
Open app and scroll down to TOOLS
Tap on COVID Safe Check-in
Scan the NSW Government QR code at the entrance to the church with the camera
Enter your details and any dependants (children or elderly family members) who are with you in
the fields as prompted
* Please note that you can check-in using the COVID Safe Check-in Tool without a MyServiceNSW

account
*Alternatively you can scan the NSW Government QR code at the entrance to the church with
your smartphone camera and check in using the webform—just tap the red ‘Webform button on
the Service NSW webpag
Once successfully checked in show your green check-in tick to the door monitors.
Don’t have a smartphone?
A door monitor will be able to check you in by adding your contact details to their form.

MEN’S WEEKEND
The menALIVE Men’s Weekend is an
opportunity for men to explore what
makes them fell fully alive. The
experience of the weekend is powerful
and dynamic and many men are inspired
and encouraged with a new sense of
purpose and mission. The weekend is
organized by men in your local
community and conducted by an
experienced team of menALIVE leaders.
It is suitable for all men from 18 years of

20 & 21 March 2021
John the Baptist Catholic Church
Mount Street
Bonnyrigg, NSW 2177

SPACES STILL AVAILABLE

All enquiries: chris.dasilva@sydneycatholic.org
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Catechist milestones
A few weeks ago was Catechist Sunday. A few members of the catechist team reached significant
milestones. We congratulate the following:

5 years - Mary McInerney
5 years - Falesiu Barletta
10 years - Vicki Smith
10 years - Greg Hill
20 years - Mary Wong
Mary McInerney has just completed 5 years on the team and teaches two classes at Dobroyd Point each
week, while also volunteering to teach our sacramental program. Mary, who used to be a classroom teacher,
brings a wealth of experience to her two classes, and is greatly respected by students and teachers alike. A
few years ago, Mary was preparing children for the sacrament of Confirmation and one father,
accompanying his daughter, remembered that Mary had, in fact, been his classroom teacher many years
earlier when he was in primary school. Mary also remembered teaching the father which shows that not only
is Mary sharp as a tack, but she is also well respected and remembered fondly by students she's taught.

Falesiu Barletta has also achieved 5 years of service on the catechist team, mainly as a classroom helper

to many different classes over the years, but Falesiu also fills in as a classroom teacher whenever needed.
Falesiu is a true team player, whose normal work, outside the catechist team, unsurprisingly involves
helping other people. Falesiu has provided music to the 6 p.m. Sunday night Mass over many years, playing
the keyboard, while she also plays a hand in the flower arrangement around the church - a true person for
others.

Vicki Smith has faithfully served the catechist team for 10 years and teaches at both of our schools Haberfield Public School and Dobroyd Point Public School. Vicki has her own class at Haberfield Public
School and has also filled in for many years on standby for our longest-serving catechist, Ross Maio (now
in his 42nd year), who used to be a cruise ship musician and couldn't always make his own class. At
Dobroyd Point Public School, Vicki teaches two classes each week.
Vicki has also volunteered for many years at St Joan of Arc school with one-on-one reading, helping
countless young students over the years to become better readers. Additionally, Vicki is involved with the
parish as a Minister of the Word at different Masses over the weekend.

Greg Hill is our Catechist coordinator and has reached the milestone of 10 years. He has taught two
classes at Haberfield Public School each week, 2 classes at Dobroyd Point Public School for the past 8
years and has also taught up at the Italian Bilingual School at Meadowbank for 4 years. In the last year or
so, he has also helped out St Fiacre's parish by teaching two classes up at Orange Grove Public School
each Friday. Greg also coordinates the Sacramental preparation program.

Mary Wong, our second longest-serving catechist, has been on the team for 20 years. Mary has taught

many different age levels over the years and now is involved with both our Year 2 and Year 4 classes at
Haberfield Public School. Mary is always the go-to person when we have a teacher unavailable at either
Haberfield Public School or Dobroyd Point Public School and will happily fill in at short notice too. There
was one such time, just over a year ago, when there was no teacher to teach the final lesson of the year to
Year 1 at Haberfield Public School, which would have had a Christmas theme. Greg recalls ringing Mary up
at 7:50 a.m. for the 9.30 a.m. class and Mary was happy to fill in.
Mary was also, for many years, a friend to a person on the Compeer friendship program for adults living
with a diagnosed mental illness, run through the St Vincent de Paul society, so Mary would head off after
teaching at Haberfield Public School to meet her friend in the city on Tuesdays. Mary's selfless actions and
life of service are a great source of inspiration to the catechist team and the St Joan of Arc parish.
We thank all our Catechists for the time they give teaching our
Catholic children in the state school program.
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PLEASE CHECK IN USING THE QR CODE
AT THE CHURCH DOOR
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday …………………………..5.00pm
Sunday ………………..9.00am & 6.00pm
108 persons in total (plus essential people) are
able to attend a mass
Registration for Saturday 5pm & Sunday 9am
by calling the
Marist Sisters 9799 2034 9.30am-3.30pm Monday-Friday only.
Please book for a month at a time to lessen the
number of phone calls needed.
For Sunday 6pm—no booking needed for now,
but if number reaches 108 the doors will be
closed.
WEEKDAY MASSES
Wednesday, Thursday …….9.00am
Friday ……………………..….9.15am
 No registration needed
 Use courtyard side door
 Each person provides name and contact
details.
PLEASE WRITE NAME AND PHONE NUMBER
CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
 Use only front half of Church and pews
marked ‘SIT HERE’
 Please remain seated unless necessary to
move
RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4.30pm—4.50pm
(if attending Mass after Reconciliation remember
to register) If attending for Reconciliation, you also
need to leave your name and contact details
=====================================
Please fill up seating spaces from the front of
the church when you enter for Mass as this
helps with cleaning
=====================================
please note that windows need to be
opened if you turn a fan on.
=====================================

National Coronavirus Helpline
1800 020 080 (operates 24/7)

You may have heard the church bells
ring out at 11am on Thursday 11th March, 2021
It was to
SOUND OUT THE ALARM FOR CLIMATE CHANGE
as part of the new multi-faith event calling for
bold and immediate action on the climate crisis.
Faith communities around the world have been
asked to ‘sound the alarm’ for climate and call for
climate justice as we try to get our economies
going in the wake of COVID. In Australia the
actions are being co-ordinated by the

Australian Religious Response to
Climate Change (ARRCC).
There is detailed information available at

https://www.arrcc.org.au/global
about what the Australian Government is being
asked to commit to.

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your
community safe by helping our health workers to notify you quickly if
you’ve come in contact with someone who has Coronavirus.
With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a secure note
of other users you’ve been near if you have to go out.
So, if they test positive for Coronavirus, you’ll be
notified. It’ll help us stop the spread sooner, so we
can all get back to the things we love.

CHECKING CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
You can check current COVID 19 restrictions and
their impact on sacraments such as weddings,
baptisms and funerals on
the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney website:
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirusfrequently-asked-questions/
or the NSW government website:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and
-cant-do-under-rules regularly for any changes that
may happen.

Please check regularly, especially if you are to
celebrate a sacrament as restrictions can change
before the date.

The Parish COVID-19 Safety Plan is available for
your reference in the Sacristy.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

YEAR B

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
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COVID-19 UPDATED REGULATIONS 26 February 2021
FACE MASKS
WEARING OF FACE MASKS IN PLACES OF WORSHIP IS RECOMMENDED BUT NOT MANDATORY
Remember that the primary precautions are still hand sanitising and distancing.
HAND SANITISING PLEASE USE THE HAND SANITISER THAT IS AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH DOOR.
DISTANCING PLEASE STAY 1.5 metres FROM THE NEXT PERSON AT ALL TIMES. That means all around
you, not just side to side. This applies when at your place in a pew or when processing to receive Holy
Communion. The only people who can sit closer than 1.5 m are people from the same household. That
DOES NOT include family members who live elsewhere!
ALSO—PLEASE DO NOT CONGREGATE BEFORE OR AFTER MASS ANYWHERE INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE
CHURCH. If you need to speak to someone call them by phone when you get home.
ARE YOU FEELING UNWELL?
You will be asked this question when you prepare to enter the Church.
If you are feeling unwell you will be told that you need to return home. Please do so.
If you are, in fact, unwell, please stay home in the first place and contact your GP.
———————————————-

COVID-19 REGOLAMENTI AGGIORNATI dal 12 febbraio 2021
MASCHERE
E' CONSIGLIATO, MA NON OBBLIGATORIO, INDOSSARE MASCHERE FACCIALI IN CHIESA
Ricordate che le precauzioni principali continuano ad essere sanificazione delle mani e distanziamento
tra le persone.
SANIFICAZIONE DELLE MANI
SIETE PREGATI DI UTILIZZARE IL SANIFICANTE DISPONIBILE AL ENTRATA DELLA CHIESA.
DISTANZA
MANTENETE 1.5m di distanza fra tutte le persone IN QUALSIASI MOMENTO.
Ciò significa in tutte le direzioni intorno a voi, non solo da un lato all'altro. Questo vale quando
siete al vostro posto in un banco o quando vi mettete in fila per ricevere la Santa Comunione.
Solo le persone della stessa famiglia possono sedersi più vicino di 1,5 m. Ciò NON INCLUDE i
familiari che vivono altrove! Queste informazioni dovrebbero essere aggiornate
PER FAVORE, NON CONGREGARE PRIMA O DOPO LA MESSA NÉ DALL'INTERNO NÉ ALL'ESTERNO
DELLA CHIESA.
Se avete bisogno di parlare con qualcuno, chiamateli al telefono quando ritornate a casa.
STATE BENE O MALE?
Vi verrà posta questa domanda quando vi preparate ad entrare nella Chiesa.
Se non vi sentite bene sarete avvisati di tornare a casa. Per favore fatelo.
Se, in fatti, non vi sentite bene, vi preghiamo di rimanere a casa e contattare il vostro medico di
famiglia.

YEAR B

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
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The Sacraments of
First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation
for St Joan of Arc Parish young people:
CHILDREN

ATTENDING

ST JOAN

OF

ARC SCHOOL

First Reconciliation: 1st September, 2021 at 10am, 5pm or 7pm
Commitment Masses: 24th & 25th July and 31st July & 1st August
First Holy Communion: Sundays, 8th & 15th August, 2021 at 10.30am
Commitment Masses: 12th & 13th June and 19th & 20th June
Reflection Night: 4th August, 2021 at 7pm (in church)
Confirmation: Saturday, 29th May, 2021 at 5pm
Commitment Masses: 17th & 18th April and 24th & 25th April
Reflection Night: 26th May, 2021 at 7pm (in church)

CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL
First Reconciliation: 1st September, 2021 at 10am, 5pm or 7pm
Commitment Masses: 24th & 25th July and 31st July & 1st August
First Holy Communion: Sunday, 21st November, 2021 at 10.30am.
Commitment Masses: 9th & 10th October and 16th & 17th October
Reflection Night: 17th November, 2021at 7pm (in church)
Confirmation: Sunday, 30th May, 2021 at 11am
Commitment Masses: 17th & 18th April and 24th & 25th April
Reflection Night: 26th May, 2021 at 7pm (in church)
(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at
gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register)

YEAR B

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT

A reading from the second book of
Chronicles 36:14-16, 19-23
All the heads of the priesthood, and the people too, added
infidelity to infidelity, copying all the shameful practices of
the nations and defiling the Temple that the Lord had
consecrated for himself in Jerusalem. The Lord, the God of
their ancestors, tirelessly sent them messenger after
messenger, since he wished to spare his people and his
house. But they ridiculed the messengers of God, they
despised his words, they laughed at his prophets, until at
last the wrath of the Lord rose so high against his people
that there was no further remedy.
Their enemies burned down the Temple of God,
demolished the walls of Jerusalem, set fire to all its
palaces, and destroyed everything of value in it. The
survivors were deported by Nebuchadnezzar to Babylon;
they were to serve him and his sons until the kingdom of
Persia came to power. This is how the word of the Lord
was fulfilled that he spoke through Jeremiah, 'Until this
land has enjoyed its sabbath rest, until seventy years have
gone by, it will keep sabbath throughout the days of its
desolation.'
And in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, to fulfil the
word of the Lord that was spoken through Jeremiah, the
Lord roused the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia to issue a
proclamation and to have it publicly displayed throughout
his kingdom: 'Thus speaks Cyrus king of Persia, "The Lord,
the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the
earth; he has ordered me to build him a Temple in
Jerusalem, in Judah. Whoever there is among you of all his
people, may his God be with him! Let him go up."'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 136
R. Let my tongue be silenced, if I ever forget you!
By the rivers of Babylon
there we sat and wept,
remembering Zion;
on the poplars that grew there
we hung up our harps. R.
For it was there that they asked us,
our captors, for songs,
our oppressors, for joy.
'Sing to us,' they said,
'one of Zion's songs.' R.
O how could we sing
the song of the Lord
on alien soil?
If I forget you, Jerusalem,
let my right hand wither! R.
O let my tongue
cleave my mouth
if I remember you not,
if I prize not Jerusalem
above all my joys! R.
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A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 2:4-10
God loved us with so much love that he was generous with
his mercy: when we were dead through our sins, he brought
us to life with Christ - it is through grace that you have been
saved - and raised us up with him and gave us a place with
him in heaven, in Christ Jesus.
This was to show for all ages to come, through his goodness
towards us in Christ Jesus, how infinitely rich he is in grace.
Because it is by grace that you have been saved, through
faith; not by anything of your own, but by a gift from God;
not by anything that you have done, so that nobody can
claim the credit. We are God's work of art, created in Christ
Jesus to live the good life as from the beginning he had
meant us to live it.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation John 3:16
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son,
that all who believe in him might have eternal life.
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 3:14-21
Jesus said to Nicodemus:
'The Son of Man must be lifted up
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert,
so that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.
Yes, God loved the world so much
that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believed in him may not be lost
but may have eternal life.
For God sent his Son into the world
not to condemn the world,
but so that through him the world might be saved.
No one who believes in him will be condemned;
but whoever refuses to believe is condemned already,
because he has refused to believe
in the name of God's only Son.
On these grounds is sentence pronounced:
that though the light has come into the world
men have shown they prefer
darkness to the light
because their deeds were evil.
And indeed, everybody who does wrong
hates the light and avoids it,
for fear his actions should be exposed;
but the man who lives by the truth
comes out into the light,
so that it may be plainly seen that
what he does is done in God.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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ROSTER for NEXT week: Fifth Sunday of Lent
Scripture Readings:
First Reading:
Jeremiah
Second Reading:
Hebrews
Gospel:
John
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Reflection

“God loved us with so much love.”

31:31-34
5:7-9
12:20-33

Saturday 5pm Mass:
Reader:
Sue Smith
Computer: Greg Hill
Cantor : Paul O,Connell
Communion Ministers: Maria Wheeler, Helen Clarke
Cleaning: Sue Smith
Sunday 9.00am Mass:
Reader:
Chris Molloy
Computer: Harry Albani Cantor: Dominque Marturia /Chris Molloy
Communion Ministers: Ruth Davis, Tracey Baxter
Cleaning: Tracey Baxter
Sunday 6.00pm Mass:
Reader:
Carmel McKeough
Computer: To be organised on the night
Cantor:
To be organised on the night
Cleaning: Carmel McKeough

FEAST DAYS
Wednesday 17th March
St Patrick
Friday 19th March
St Joseph, spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Recently Deceased: . Angelina Arena, Pietro Marchese, Peter
Lindwall, Agatina Torrisi, Concetta Giannini, Angelo Brunetto, Mary
Anne Maling, Antonio Denaro, Maria Valenti, Antonia Caldarola,
Armando Isgro, Elena Ingegneri, Laura Merlo, Giovanna Di Donato,
Giuseppe Biviano, Salvatore Marino, Domenica Musumeci, Gianna
Fradel, Michele Civitella, Lucia Terranova, Pietro Petruzzella, Teresa
Manno, Filippo Mediati, Pietrina Gorga, Carmela Girgenti
Rest in Peace: Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa
Angilletta, Cosimo Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacogata
Angelletta, Giovanni & Giuseppa Fonti, Shirley Jean McInerney,
Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Mostyn & Wilson
Families, Giuseppe Iorfino, Onofrio Dell’Annunziata, Lawrence Wong,
Maria & Federico Tomei, Alfia & Angelo Torrisi, Mario Scardilli,
Oswald Magro, Angelo Ingegneri, John Carey, Robert Beel, Giovanni
Papa, Francesca & Antonio Vidili, Carmela Di Bartolo, Mary Attard,
Pietro Petruzzella, Maria Scappin, Connie Maling, Carmela Cutrufello,
Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite,
Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons
Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria Lavecchia,
Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,
Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley,
Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc,
Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

It was midway through Lent and an elderly man slipped into the
confessional box. He humbly confessed his sins, but after he had left
the confessional, he somehow gave the impression that there was
something more he needed to say. “Is there anything else?” the
priest gently enquired. “As a matter of fact,” the man replied, “there
is. You see, I normally have a tot of whisky before I go to bed. This
Lent I decided I’d give up the drink till Easter Sunday. And I’ve kept
that promise right up to now.” “Well, that’s a wonderful effort,” said
the priest. “Tomorrow is Laetare Sunday, and that means we’re
already halfway through Lent; it’ll soon be Easter. You must be very
pleased.” “I don’t know, Father,” came the reply. “You see, if I go
without the drink much longer, I’m afraid I might lose my taste for the
stuff altogether.”
Whatever we think about that, our reason for rejoicing today is not
that we have made it to the halfway mark of Lent, but rather that
today we hear readings that bring us the most incredible news we
could ever hear. It’s as though the Church is asking us to raise our
eyes and look to the future; to think of the extraordinary events that
we’ll soon be celebrating, events that form the climax of the Church’s
liturgical year, the suffering , death and glorious resurrection of our
beloved Lord.
In the Gospel Jesus refers to an ancient story that would be well
known to his Jewish audience. It tells how the people of Israel, while
trudging through the desert on their way to the Promised Land, were
beset by poisonous snakes that caused many deaths. Moses was
inspired to fashion a snake in bronze and set it on a standard,
promising that whoever looked up at it with faith would be healed.
Today Jesus declares that he himself, the “Son of Man”, must be
lifted up just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the desert. As
Christians, it’s hard for us to hear those words without our thoughts
immediately switching to Calvary and to the cross of crucifixion. Upon
it there hangs not a lifeless symbol, like the bronze snake, but the
living, tortured body of God’s only Son, and there is a divine promise
that whoever looks towards him in faith will enjoy eternal life.
The scene on Calvary speaks eloquently of how much God loves us.
In the simple yet powerful words of John, the Gospel writer, “God
loved the world so much that he gave his only Son.” Calvary is the
supreme proof that our God is a God of love, a God who in the
person of God’s Son came into this world not to condemn but to
save. What Jesus came to save us from is sin, Sin—it’s such a tiny
word, but, like an infinitesimally small virus, it represents a hidden
enemy which is capable of causing catastrophic damage and, in the
end, can leave us skulking forever in the dark instead of living in the
joy of the light.
Today’s second reading reminds us that Jesus came not simply to
save us from something, but to save us for something. That
something is life as a son or daughter of God. Through the mercy,
the goodness and graciousness of God we are transformed: we
become, in the incredible words of St Paul, “God’s work of art”,
destined to live “the good life as from the beginning [God] had meant
us to live it”.
Perhaps we tend to think of ourselves more as disaster areas than
works of art. But today we are being asked to think again. We are
assured by God’s word that we are “God’s work of art”. If that is
God’s vision, then can it inspire us, in our own small way, to live up to
God’s expectations? Again, when we see goodness not in terms of
keeping commandments but rather in terms of making a return of
love to a God who first loved us, then what could give us greater joy
than trying to live “the good life” as God has always meant it to be? If
Sunday to Sunday we could bring to mind these truths, wouldn’t
every Sunday be a “Laetare Sunday, a day filled with gratitude and
rejoicing for all that the Lord has done, is doing, will do in order to
turn us into “God’s work of art”?
The Living Word

IV DOMENICA DI QUARESIMA (ANNO B)
Tutto il Nuovo Testamento si
interessa alla dottrina centrale della
redenzione. Il ritorno di ogni uomo
e di ogni cosa alla santità, presso il
Padre, si compie attraverso la vita,
la morte e la risurrezione di Cristo.
Il Vangelo di Giovanni pone
l’accento in particolare
sull’incarnazione. Gesù è stato
mandato dal Padre. È venuto in un
mondo decaduto e ha portato luce
e vita nuova. Attraverso la sua passione e la sua
risurrezione, egli restituisce ogni cosa al Padre e rivela la
piena realtà della sua identità di Verbo fatto carne. Per
mezzo di lui tutto è riportato alla luce.
Tutta la nostra vita nella Chiesa è il compimento della
nostra risposta a Cristo. L’insegnamento del Nuovo
Testamento - e ne vediamo un esempio nella lettura di
oggi - è assai preciso. La redenzione è stata realizzata
tramite Gesù Cristo, ma per noi deve essere ancora
realizzata. Noi possiamo infatti rifiutare la luce e scegliere
le tenebre.
Nel battesimo Cristo ci avvolge: noi siamo, per così dire,
“incorporati” in lui ed entriamo così in unione con tutti i
battezzati nel Corpo di Cristo. Eppure la nostra risposta
di uomini, resa possibile dalla grazia di Dio, necessita del
nostro consenso personale. Quando c’è anche tale
accordo, ciò che facciamo è fatto in Cristo e ne porta
chiaramente il segno. Diventiamo allora suoi testimoni
nel mondo.
Dal secondo libro delle Cronache 36,14-16.19-23
In quei giorni, tutti i capi di Giuda, i sacerdoti e il popolo
moltiplicarono le loro infedeltà, imitando in tutto gli
abomini degli altri popoli, e contaminarono il tempio,
che il Signore si era consacrato a Gerusalemme.
Il Signore, Dio dei loro padri, mandò premurosamente e
incessantemente i suoi messaggeri ad ammonirli, perché
aveva compassione del suo popolo e della sua dimora.
Ma essi si beffarono dei messaggeri di Dio, disprezzarono
le sue parole e schernirono i suoi profeti al punto che
l’ira del Signore contro il suo popolo raggiunse il
culmine, senza più rimedio. Quindi [i suoi nemici]
incendiarono il tempio del Signore, demolirono le mura
di Gerusalemme e diedero alle fiamme tutti i suoi palazzi
e distrussero tutti i suoi oggetti preziosi.
Il re [dei Caldèi] deportò a Babilonia gli scampati alla
spada, che divennero schiavi suoi e dei suoi figli fino
all’avvento del regno persiano, attuandosi così la parola
del Signore per bocca di Geremìa: «Finché la terra non
abbia scontato i suoi sabati, essa riposerà per tutto il
tempo della desolazione fino al compiersi di settanta
anni».
Nell’anno primo di Ciro, re di Persia, perché si adempisse
la parola del Signore pronunciata per bocca di Geremìa,
il Signore suscitò lo spirito di Ciro, re di Persia, che fece
proclamare per tutto il suo regno, anche per iscritto:
«Così dice Ciro, re di Persia: “Il Signore, Dio del cielo, mi
ha concesso tutti i regni della terra. Egli mi ha incaricato
di costruirgli un tempio a Gerusalemme, che è in Giuda.
Chiunque di voi appartiene al suo popolo, il Signore, suo
Dio, sia con lui e salga!”».
Parola di Dio
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Salmo responsoriale Sal 136
Il ricordo di te, Signore, è la nostra gioia.
Lungo i fiumi di Babilonia,
là sedevamo e piangevamo
ricordandoci di Sion.
Ai salici di quella terra
appendemmo le nostre cetre.
Perché là ci chiedevano parole di canto
coloro che ci avevano deportato,
allegre canzoni, i nostri oppressori:
«Cantateci canti di Sion!».
Come cantare i canti del Signore
in terra straniera?
Se mi dimentico di te, Gerusalemme,
si dimentichi di me la mia destra.
Mi si attacchi la lingua al palato
se lascio cadere il tuo ricordo,
se non innalzo Gerusalemme
al di sopra di ogni mia gioia.
Dalla lettera di san Paolo apostolo agli Efesìni 2,4-10
Fratelli, Dio, ricco di misericordia, per il grande amore
con il quale ci ha amato, da morti che eravamo per le
colpe, ci ha fatto rivivere con Cristo: per grazia siete
salvati.
Con lui ci ha anche risuscitato e ci ha fatto sedere nei
cieli, in Cristo Gesù, per mostrare nei secoli futuri la
straordinaria ricchezza della sua grazia mediante la sua
bontà verso di noi in Cristo Gesù.
Per grazia infatti siete salvati mediante la fede; e ciò non
viene da voi, ma è dono di Dio; né viene dalle opere,
perché nessuno possa vantarsene. Siamo infatti opera sua,
creati in Cristo Gesù per le opere buone, che Dio ha
preparato perché in esse camminassimo.
Parola di Dio
Canto al Vangelo Gv 3,16
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesù!
Dio ha tanto amato il mondo da dare il Figlio unigenito;
chiunque crede in lui ha la vita eterna.
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesù!
+ Dal Vangelo secondo Giovanni 3,14-21
In quel tempo, Gesù disse a Nicodèmo:
«Come Mosè innalzò il serpente nel deserto, così bisogna
che sia innalzato il Figlio dell’uomo, perché chiunque
crede in lui abbia la vita eterna.
Dio infatti ha tanto amato il mondo da dare il Figlio
unigenito perché chiunque crede in lui non vada perduto,
ma abbia la vita eterna. Dio, infatti, non ha mandato il
Figlio nel mondo per condannare il mondo, ma perché il
mondo sia salvato per mezzo di lui. Chi crede in lui non
è condannato; ma chi non crede è già stato condannato,
perché non ha creduto nel nome dell’unigenito Figlio di
Dio.
E il giudizio è questo: la luce è venuta nel mondo, ma gli
uomini hanno amato più le tenebre che la luce, perché le
loro opere erano malvagie. Chiunque infatti fa il male,
odia la luce, e non viene alla luce perché le sue opere
non vengano riprovate. Invece chi fa la verità viene verso
la luce, perché appaia chiaramente che le sue opere sono
state fatte in Dio».
Parola del Signore
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ONLINE RESOURCES
DAILY REFLECTIONS/MASS/INFORMATION
1. Lord's Prayer at midday for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic with His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher
https://www.facebook.com/anthonyfisherop/videos/2879218758821564/
(less than one minute)
2. Coronavirus Updates https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/
3. MASS ONLINE
At St Mary’s Cathedral
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/
at St Francis Xavier Lavender bay, Sydney at 8am everyday (except Sat)
http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand

At St Patrick’s, Church Hill
https://stpatschurchhill.org/
From Melbourne
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
4. Vatican mass
https://shalomworld.org/specialevent/daily-mass
5pm with Pope Francis
10am previous day's mass
5. St Joseph Camperdown, near RPA, Sydney
www.stjosephscamperdown.org.au/live-streaming/
or on their Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/StJosephCamperdown/

6. “Mass for You at Home” is broadcast on Channel 10 each Sunday from 6am.
(This is repeated during the week at different times on Aurora Channel on Foxtel.
7. Mass in Italian is broadcast each Sunday from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.
8. A spirituality for strange times
Brendan McManus SJ draws on the wisdom of St Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, to formulate his ten tips for dealing
with the Covid-19 crisis. With Jim Deeds he shares a down-to-earth approach to spirituality that follows the example of
Ignatius who urged his fellow companions and the people of his time to ‘find God in all things’
https://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/
9. The Australian Council of Churches has invited Christians to join in prayer at 7.00pm each night (7.00pm is 1900 hours for
COVID-19).
=====================================================================================================

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER
Read the readings of the Sunday from the parish website or other online resources or from
your Sunday Missal – make it a short liturgy of the word. Make up your own prayers of the
Faithful – conclude with the Our Father and maybe other favourite prayers.
· Use different Websites/Apps for prayer:
Pray as you Go - https://pray-as-you-go.org/
The God Minute - https://www.thegodminute.org/
Sacred Space - https://www.sacredspace.ie/
Click to Pray - https://clicktopray.org/
Jamberoo Abbey - https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/prayer

