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Please note the following: 
 

Weekday Mass  
 No registration needed— Use courtyard door 

only. 

 Use hand sanitiser 

 Each person provides name and contact details. 

 Use only front half of Church and pews marked 
‘SIT HERE’ 

 Keep 1.5 m spacing at all times—entering, in 
pews, coming to receive Communion, leaving the 
Church  

 Masses:  Tuesday and Thursday 5.00pm,       
      Wednesday and Friday 9.00am 

 

SUNDAYS—  Two Masses 

Saturday 5.00pm, Sunday 9.00am.  

All other above requirements will apply. 

Registration for Sunday still by calling the 
Marist Sisters 9799 2034 - 9.30am to 3.30pm 
Mon-Fri. 
 

Please note:  
1 Dispensation from attending Sunday Mass 

continues. The very elderly, those with any 
symptoms or with compromised immune or 
respiratory systems are asked to stay at home. 

 
2 The faithful can keep Sunday holy by setting aside 

some time for prayer at home, reading the 
Scriptures of the day (see next pages of this 
bulletin); by watching Mass online or on TV; by 
praying for the graces otherwise associated with 
receiving the Eucharist. 

 
3 Strict conditions apply and general precautions 

about hygiene and distancing MUST be observed. 

"We cannot tolerate or 
turn a blind eye to racism 
and exclusion" 
 
Pope Francis addresses "dear brothers and sisters in 
the United States," prays for the repose of the soul 
of George Floyd 
 
La Croix International staff , protests, violence, 
George Floyd 
Vatican City 

June 3, 2020 

 

A handout picture provided by the Vatican Media shows Pope 
Francis, during his weekly general audience at Biblioteca del 
Palazzo Apostolico in Vatican City, 3 June 2020. (Photo by EPA-
EFE/VATICAN MEDIA HANDOUT/ MaxPPP) 

 
No one can claim to defend the sanctity of every 
human life while turning a blind eye to racism and 
exclusion, Pope Francis said commenting on the 
social unrest unfolding in the United States. 

Addressing all "dear brothers and sisters in the 
United States" during his livestreamed general 
audience June 3, the pope said, "Today I join the 
church in St. Paul and Minneapolis, and in the entire 
United States, in praying for the repose of the soul of 
George Floyd and of all those others who have lost 
their lives as a result of the sin of racism."  (cont.) 

https://international.la-croix.com/author/la-croix-international-staff
https://international.la-croix.com/country/vatican-city/218


"Let us pray for the consolation of their grieving 
families and friends and let us implore the 
national reconciliation and peace for which we 
yearn," he said. 

"I have witnessed with great concern the 
disturbing social unrest in your nation in these 
past days, following the tragic death of Mr. 
George Floyd," he said. "We cannot tolerate or 
turn a blind eye to racism and exclusion in any 
form and yet claim to defend the sacredness of 
every human life." 

Pope Francis then cited a recent statement 
from Archbishop José Gomez of Los Angeles, 
president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, to denounce violence at some protests. 
"At the same time, we have to recognize that 'the 
violence of recent nights is self-destructive and 
self-defeating. Nothing is gained by violence and 
so much is lost'." 

The pope prayed for the intercession of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, Mother of America. "May Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, Mother of America, intercede for 
all those who work for peace and justice in your 
land and throughout the world. May God bless all 
of you and your families." 

Floyd, 46, an unarmed Black man was arrested by 
police on suspicion of forgery in Minneapolis. 
Once he was handcuffed, a white officer pinned 
him down on the street, putting his knee on 
Floyd's neck for eight minutes. 

A now widely circulated video shows Floyd 
repeatedly saying, "I can't breathe." He appears 
to lose consciousness or die and was later 
declared dead at the hospital. 

The next day onwards, hundreds of people 
protested at the intersection where police officers 
subdued Floyd, demanding justice for him and the 
arrest of the four officers involved. 

The officers were fired May 26. The one seen 
putting his knee on Floyd's neck was arrested and 
charged with third-degree murder and 
manslaughter. 

Ever since Floyd's murder there have been 
protests across United States. Many protests have 
turned violent, with looting and vandalism. At 
least 9,300 people have been arrested across the 
United States. 

------------------------------------------------------------------ 

To hear Pope Francis speaking on this matter (in 
Italian with English subtitles), open this Youtube 
link.   https://youtu.be/q3dz8KQlLtg 

 

 

A Prayer from Pope Francis, 2018 
 
Lord, make us instruments  
of your peace. 
Help us to recognise the evil latent  
in a communication that does not  
build communion. 
Help us to remove the venom  
from our judgements. 
Help us to speak about others  
as our brothers and sisters. 
You are faithful and trustworthy,  
may our words be seeds of goodness  
for the world. 
 
 Where there is shouting,  
let us practise listening; 
 Where there is confusion,  
let us inspire harmony; 
 Where there is ambiguity,  
let us bring clarity; 
 Where there is exclusion,  
let us offer solidarity; 
 Where there is sensationalism, l 
et us use sobriety; 
 Where there is superficiality,  
let us raise real questions; 
 Where there is prejudice,  
let us awaken trust; 
 Where there is hostility,  
let us bring respect; 
 Where there is falsehood,  
let us bring truth. 
 
Amen. 

https://international.la-croix.com/news/us-catholic-bishops-sickened-and-outraged-by-floyds-death/12478
https://youtu.be/q3dz8KQlLtg


 

  VINNIES  
  COVID-19 
  WINTER  APPEAL 
 

You can help families impacted by COVID-19 to pay their 
bills, put food on the table and keep a roof over their head. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

$48 Can help feed a family for a 

   day if they are unable to access 

   adequate food due to the crisis 

$116 Can help keep the power on   

    when  a family cannot afford their  

    bill because of job loss       

$340 Can support someone adversely  

    impacted by the current crisis  

$857 Can help keep a roof over a  

    family’s head during times of  

    crisis       

DONATE TODAY: 

VINNIES.ORG.AU 

13 18 12 

Anyone wishing to donate by cash or cheque to the  
Winter Appeal through St Joan of Arc Parish, can put 
their donation in an envelope, writing SVDP Winter 
Appeal and include NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER 
AND AMOUNT DONATED on the envelope (if you require 
a receipt).  Please put the envelope in the letterbox by the 
presbytery front door .   

All donations of 
$2 and over are 
tax-deductible 



 

 

 

 

 

 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO FILL IN 

ALL THE DETAILS IN EVERY 

RELEVANT FIELD so we can 

allocate your donation to 

the option you intend if 

for . 



 
A reading from the book of Exodus 34:4-6, 8-9  
 
With the two tablets of stone in his hands, Moses went up 
the mountain of Sinai in the early morning as the Lord had 
commanded him. And the Lord descended in the form of a 
cloud, and Moses stood with him there. 
He called on the name of the Lord. The Lord passed before 
him and proclaimed, 'Lord, Lord, a God of tenderness and 
compassion, slow to anger, rich in kindness and 
faithfulness.' And Moses bowed down to the ground at once 
and worshipped. 'If I have indeed won your favour, Lord,' he 
said 'let my Lord come with us, I beg. True, they are a 
headstrong people, but forgive us our faults and our sins, 
and adopt us as your heritage.' 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Daniel 3:52-56  
 
You are blest, Lord God of our fathers. 
R. Glory and praise for ever! 
Blest your glorious holy name. 
R. Glory and praise for ever! 
 
You are blest in the temple of your glory. 
R. Glory and praise for ever! 
You are blest on the throne of your kingdom. 
R. Glory and praise for ever! 
 
You are blest who gaze into the depths. 
R. Glory and praise for ever! 
You are blest in the firmament of the heaven. 
R. Glory and praise for ever! 
 
A reading from the second letter of  
St Paul to the Corinthians 13:11-13  
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
Brothers, we wish you happiness; try to grow perfect; help 
one another. Be united; live in peace, and the God of love 
and peace will be with you. 
Greet one another with the holy kiss. All the saints send you 
greetings. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 
fellowship of the holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation cf Revelation 1:8  
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: 
to God who is, who was, and who is to come. 
Alleluia! 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to  
John 3:16-18  
 
Jesus said to Nicodemus, 
'God loved the world so much 
that he gave his only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him 
may not be lost 
but may have eternal life. 
For God sent his Son into the world 
not to condemn the world, 
but so that through him the world might be saved. 
No one who believes in him will be condemned; 
but whoever refuses to believe is condemned already, 
because he has refused to believe 
in the name of God's only Son.' 
 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 © Liturgia Liturgy Brisbane 2019 

‘Money has to serve, not to rule.’ 
Pope Francis 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ON COVID-19 

You may find the FAQs page on the Catholic Archdiocese of 

Sydney website helpful at this time to answer many of the 

questions you may have around COVID-19 and its impact on 

sacraments such as weddings, baptisms and funerals.  

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-frequently-

asked-questions/ 

Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network 

What is the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network? 

 
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network 

(Apostleship of Prayer) addresses the challenges 

facing humanity and assists the mission of the 

Church. We pray and work to meet the challenges 

of the world identified by the Pope in his monthly 

intentions, while walking a spiritual path called the 

“Way of the Heart.” 

 
JUNE 

The Way of the Heart 

We pray that all those who suffer may 

find their way in life, allowing themselves 

to be touched by the Heart of Jesus. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Reflection 
 

“God loved the world so much that he gave his only Son.” 
 

One of the greatest of the Greek philosophers, Aristotle, famously 
said that human beings are political animals. By that, he didn’t mean 
that we all belong to political parties or have certain ideologies. In his 
terms, Aristotle meant that we are designed to live in community. He 
thought that the basic unit of human society was the family, and 
several families gathering together made the polis, or basic political 
unit. However, absolutely fundamental was the idea that we flourish 
in community. We learn by imitating others and being taught by 
others. We love telling stories, we have a need to create, and we 
build and trade. Even the hermit, living in a hut in the forest can only 
be solitary because he or she first belongs to the human family. 
As well as this social aspect, we can also have a rich interior life. We 
can imagine, have daydreams and capture in our minds the essence 
of things. Above all we can understand, and communicate that 
understanding with words and concepts. As somebody once said, we 
are the only animals who keep diaries to record and reflect on our 
inner life. All this is the case because we are made according to a 
certain plan or pattern. A like a painting, we carry the tell-tale signs of 
the artist who made us; we can even say we have the signature of 
the Most Holy Trinity. 
What is meant by that? As the incarnation reveals to us, God is 
eternally one, but also a communion of Persons. The interior life of 
God, if we may put it like that, is the eternal communion of love 
between the Father, Son and Holy Spirit: one sole God in essence, 
with three distinct Persons. St Paul, in his beautiful farewell to the 
Corinthians, associates grace with the incarnate eternal Son, Jesus 
Christ; love with God the Father; and fellowship , or communion, with 
the Holy Spirit. This helps us gain an entry into the mystery, but in 
reality all three Persons are grace, love and communion. God has 
revealed to us the names Father, Son and Holy Spirit, to help draw 
us into this mystery, so we can communicate with the holy and 
undivided Trinity. 
The terms express a reality, but a reality which we will only see when 
we participate fully in the eternal love of the three Persons in heaven. 
Here we have to exercise our spiritual muscles to receive the reality 
of the Trinity, where, in the words of St Athanasius: “In the Trinity 
there is no before or after, nothing greater or lesser: because the 
three Persons are co-eternal and equal among themselves.” So we 
are social creatures because God is communion. We are rational 
creatures because the divine Trinity is the fountain of all reason, 
order and intelligence. 
So we have the maker’s mark, the artist’s signature. But God does 
more than create us; we are also redeemed. The eternal Word, the 
second Person of the Blessed Trinity, while never ceasing to be God, 
took on our human nature. God could have redeemed us with just a 
word of command. But God wishes to enter into the life of God’s 
beloved creatures to heal and raise them to participate, by grace, in 
the divine, eternal life. So great is God’s desire to share communion 
with us that Jesus Christ, who is both divine and human, was 
prepared to suffer and die on the cross to communicate that love. 
But, not content with dying and rising for us, Jesus also sent the gift 
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost to dwell within the Church, and dwell 
within each one of the baptized. In fact, the whole of the Trinity dwells 
within us when we live a sacramental life in the Church, when we 
pray, in our life of good works. Without that divine life, healing and 
illuminating us, we would be unable even to make the sign of the 
cross with any conviction. 
St Elizabeth of the Trinity, who died in 1906 and was canonized in 
2016 by Pope Francis, had an especially vivid awareness of the 
indwelling of the Blessed Trinity. She was an ordinary girl from an 
ordinary family but was graced to experience profoundly the divine 
Persons in her daily life. She wrote: “O my God, Trinity whom I adore! 
Grant my soul peace. Make it your heaven, your beloved dwelling 
and the place of your rest.”  We are made for communion, 
communion with each other and communion with God. 
 

The Living Word 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased: Iolanda Caruso, Mario Carlucci, Domenico 
Catalano, Giovanni Musumeci, Eileen Colreavy, Eric Armstrong, Ilario 
Furlan, Paola Sorrenti, Agatha Calcagno, Giuseppina Conti, Raffaella 
Ivasic, Salvatore Tornatore, Giuseppe Della-Putta, Giuseppina 
Bombara 
 
Rest in Peace:    Maria Gullo, Antonio Di Gori, Andreana Marchese, 
Joe Scardilli, Domenico Nicita, Carmela Di Bartolo, Concetta Cardillo, 
Marco Angeloni, Nicola Lattari, Giuseppe Donato, Conte Family, 
Enna Franco. Maria Cardillo, Marco Monaco, Shirley McInerney, Alfia 
& Angelo Torrisi, Jaime Valleio, Arena Family, Giuseppe Aversa, 
Giovanni & Serafino Bianco, Giovanni Cassino, Glorie Kelly, Barbara 
Mordente, Luigino De Domeneghi, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro,  
Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, John & Kathleen 
Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families,  
John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All 
Souls in Purgatory. 
 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 
members of our community:  Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria Lavecchia, 
Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, 
Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, 
Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, 
Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  
without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

The Sacraments of First Reconciliation,  
First Holy Communion and Confirmation for                                                 

St Joan of Arc Parish young people  
is still under review. 

 
Decisions will be made in accordance with the Australian 
Government and Archdiocese of Sydney health guidelines in 
response to the Coronavirus Pandemic.  
 
At the moment sacraments are indefinitely postponed. 

Thursday 11th June 

St Barnabas 

Saturday 13th June 

St Anthony of Padua 

ROSTER for this week: The Most Holy Trinity 
 
Saturday 5pm Mass: 
Reader:   Sue Smith 
Computer: Greg Hill 
Cantor :   Paul O,Connell 
Cleaning:  Sue Smith, Rita Raco, Maria Del Vecchio 
 
Sunday 9.00am Mass:  
Reader:   Rhonda Albani 
Computer: Harry Albani 
Cantor:   Dominque Marturia 
Cleaning:  Grace Mediati, Tracey Baxter,  
     Dominque Marturia, Rhonda Albani 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Spesso ci si immagina un 

“Dio” lontano, astratto, 

ridotto quasi a un sistema di 

idee contorte o semplicissime, 

ma inesplicabili.  

Soprattutto quando ci si 

accosta alla dottrina della 

Trinità, si ha l’impressione di 

essere di fronte a una sciarada 

beffarda.  

E invece, l’essere concretissimo 

di Dio è comunione che liberamente si effonde. Anzi, 

ci chiama a varcare la soglia della sua vita intima e 

beatificante.  

Non riusciamo a capire perché Dio si sia interessato 

di noi: più di quanto, forse, noi ci interessiamo a noi 

stessi.  

Proprio mentre eravamo peccatori, il Padre ha 

mandato il suo Figlio per offrirci la vita nuova nello 

Spirito. Liberamente. Per amore. “Dio ha tanto 

amato il mondo da dare il suo Figlio unigenito”.  

Cristo non si impone. Non costringe ad accettarlo. Si 

consegna alla nostra decisione.  

È questa la vertigine della vita umana. Possiamo 

passare accanto al Signore Gesù che muore e risorge, 

senza degnarlo di uno sguardo nemmeno distratto.  

E, tuttavia, non possiamo fare in modo che egli non 

esista come il Dio fatto uomo che perdona e salva. 

“Chi non crede è già stato condannato”.  

Ma se ci apriamo alla sua dilezione...  

Allora Cristo si rivela come colui che ha suscitato in 

noi tutte le attese più radicali. E colma a dismisura 

queste attese.  

È la redenzione. È la grazia. È lo Spirito che abita in 

noi e ci conforma al Signore Gesù.  

La vita nuova, che ci viene donata, apparirà in tutta 

la sua gloria oltre il tempo. Inizia qui, ed è la “vita 

eterna”.  

 

Dal libro dell’Èsodo 34,4-6.8-9  

 

In quei giorni, Mosè si alzò di buon mattino e salì sul 

monte Sinai, come il Signore gli aveva comandato, 

con le due tavole di pietra in mano. 

Allora il Signore scese nella nube, si fermò là presso 

di lui e proclamò il nome del Signore. Il Signore 

passò davanti a lui, proclamando: «Il Signore, il 

Signore, Dio misericordioso e pietoso, lento all’ira e 

ricco di amore e di fedeltà».  

Mosè si curvò in fretta fino a terra e si prostrò. Disse: 

«Se ho trovato grazia ai tuoi occhi, Signore, che il 

Signore cammini in mezzo a noi. Sì, è un popolo di 

dura cervìce, ma tu perdona la nostra colpa e il 

nostro peccato: fa’ di noi la tua eredità».  

 

Parola di Dio  

Salmo responsoriale Dn 3,52-56  

 

A te la lode e la gloria nei secoli. 

Benedetto sei tu, Signore, Dio dei padri nostri. 

 

Benedetto il tuo nome glorioso e santo. 

Benedetto sei tu nel tuo tempio santo, glorioso. 

 

Benedetto sei tu sul trono del tuo regno. 

 

Benedetto sei tu che penetri con lo sguardo gli abissi  

e siedi sui cherubini. 

 

Benedetto sei tu nel firmamento del cielo.  

 

Dalla seconda lettera di 

san Paolo apostolo ai Corìnzi 13,11-13  

 

Fratelli, siate gioiosi, tendete alla perfezione, fatevi 

coraggio a vicenda, abbiate gli stessi sentimenti, 

vivete in pace e il Dio dell’amore e della pace sarà 

con voi.  

Salutatevi a vicenda con il bacio santo. Tutti i santi vi 

salutano. 

La grazia del Signore Gesù Cristo, l’amore di Dio e la 

comunione dello Spirito Santo siano con tutti voi. 

 

Parola di Dio  

 

Canto al Vangelo Ap 1,8 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gloria al Padre e al Figlio e allo Spirito Santo, 

a Dio, che è, che era e che viene. 

 

Alleluia.  

 

+ Dal Vangelo secondo Giovanni 3,16-18  

 

In quel tempo, disse Gesù a Nicodèmo:  

«Dio ha tanto amato il mondo da dare il Figlio, 

unigenito, perché chiunque crede in lui non vada 

perduto, ma abbia la vita eterna.  

Dio, infatti, non ha mandato il Figlio nel mondo per 

condannare il mondo, ma perché il mondo sia 

salvato per mezzo di lui.  

Chi crede in lui non è condannato; ma chi non crede 

è già stato condannato, perché non ha creduto nel 

nome dell’unigenito Figlio di Dio». 

 

Parola del Signore 
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CCareline is here to help 13 18 19 
• 8am—6pm Monday to Friday 
• connect@catholiccare.org. 
• CCareline.org 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Prayer Resources during time of Pandemic 
The Archdiocese of Sydney has a dedicated webpage with 
prayers and scriptural reflections to help nurture your faith 
during these difficult times. You’ll find the webpage here-        
                    
 https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/prayer-
resources-for-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 

PETITION BY CATHOLICS TO ASK THAT  
NO ONE IS LEFT BEHIND 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, temporary migrants, 
people seeking asylum and refugees currently in Australia have 
been left out of any government support at this time.  
Please join us by signing and sharing the Catholic petition to 
leave no one behind during the COVID-19 Pandemic:   
https://www.change.org/p/federal-government-we-won-t-leave-
anyone-in-our-community-behind-during-covid-19-pandemic.  

END OF 2019/2020 FINANCIAL YEAR DONATIONS 
 

Please note that for financial donations to our Appeals: 
Ch ari tab le  Wor ks  F un d,  
Pries ts’  R et ire m en t  Fo un da ti on and  
Proj ec t  Co m pas sio n ,  
And also to our Pla nn e d  Giv in g Pr ogr a mm e , 
the final date we need to receive them so 
that they can be processed to be included in 
this year’s financial receipting is Sunday 
21st June, 2020.  
 
(If you wish to deliver your donation in 
person to the Presbytery please use the post box by the 
Presbytery door NOT the one on the street front.) 

CATHOLICCARE MARRIAGE PREPARATIONS 

Marriage Education Goes Virtual: CatholicCare has quickly 

adapted to social distancing laws, providing marriage education 

virtually from mid March. If you are engaged and are planning on 

getting married soon, CatholicCare is still able to provide you with 

your marriage education course during this time. We expect demand 

to surge when social distancing rules are relaxed further, so don’t 

miss out. Book now! Call 13 18 19. 

“Considering we were attending remotely, [the educator] 

still made the experience feel collaborative and a safe space 

in which to share.” 

CCareline  13 18 19 
by CatholicCare 

Are you struggling in 

this time of crisis? 

You are not alone. 

CCareline  13 18 19 is a free and confidential 

helpline for counselling, relationships, 

parenting, ageing, disabilities, addictions and 

mental health (*unless there is a risk of harm to 

you or others) 



 
 

Sixth Pastoral Letter to the Clergy and Faithful of the Archdiocese of Sydney 

with Special Directives for Churches and Liturgies following the further relaxation of restrictions 

during the COVID-19 pandemic, 29 May 2020 

in the Light of Pentecost 

 

Dear pastors and brothers and sisters in Christ, 

 

 

Come Holy Spirit! 

 

The explosion of grace at Pentecost (Acts 2:1-11) changed people forever, how they thought, spoke, related. Frightened fishermen 

cowering in the cenacle became fearless evangelists who gave the testimony of their lives. The story of Pentecost and what it initiated is a 

story of the power of the spiritual. 

 

In the face of the COVID-19 pandemic, our community has on the whole responded very responsibly. The focus of our civic leaders has 

been very much on our physical and economic security. But what about friendship, intimacy, meaning and purpose? Such matters might 

be uncomfortable for public health authorities but, as the lockdown has highlighted, human beings have these other needs also.  

 

Putting such needs in the ‘mental health’ basket doesn’t help. If we’re lonely, anxious, grieving or spiritually dry during the lockdown, if we 

miss being hugged or being around our extended family and friends, it’s perfectly healthy. It would be unhealthy if we didn’t  feel that way! 

The inbreaking of the Holy Spirit speaks to that: quarantine and financial stimulus are not enough, even in a crisis, perhaps especially in a 

crisis. There’s the true, the good and the beautiful to consider, there’s love, and the sacred…  

 

Deep down we all cry out: “Come Holy Spirit”. This simple prayer goes to the core of our being. It is our soul reaching out to the divine, 

our heart speaking to the Sacred Heart, our spirit inspired by his. For, like God, we are spiritual beings, even if like Christ we are bodily 

beings also. There is more to us than biology and money, important as these are. It is our souls that inform our bodies, making them live 

bodies, human bodies, our bodies; it is our souls that ground our consciousness, rationality and freedom, enabling creativity and, yes, 

economy. Our souls are also why we live after death.  

 

In the Gospel for Pentecost Sunday (Jn 20:19-23), Jesus by-passes the barriers of isolation and distancing and re-joins his lonely disciples 

in the flesh, even letting them see and touch his hands and side. But first he says “Peace be with you” – Peace, Shalom, God’s presence be 

with you. He breathes the Holy Spirit of Peace and Presence over them. At Pentecost that Spirit returns, to warm their cold hearts, fire up 

their tepid souls, fuel a deep passion for the things of God and the service of people, sufficient to carry the Good News of Jesus Christ to 

the ends of the earth. We pray at this time for that same Spirit. 

 

 

Further easing of restrictions 

 

It is with great joy that we learnt today that the New South Wales Government has agreed to relax the restrictions on churches and 

worship, to bring them into line with like venues and activities. This is a just and common-sense outcome but it took some negotiating, and 

I thank all those who joined our campaign for it. Other parts of Australia have not yet achieved parity between churches and other venues, 

and so you might still like to sign up to our revised petition at openourchurches. com.au.  
 

We have a draft of the Checklist for COVID-19 Safety in NSW Places of Worship from NSW Health, but the Public Health Order has 

yet to be issued. Further updates will be given when necessary. 

 



It is my request to you that you ensure, where possible, that churches are reopened and services resumed, in accord with these directives. 

And may I emphasise that these directives must be followed: if there are more than 50 at Mass or if altar servers or acolytes make no 

attempt at social distancing on the sanctuary, this may well come to the attention of the authorities and risk not only a penalty for that 

parish but a tightening rather than loosening of restrictions for all of us. 

 

 

     

Context of this relaxation of restrictions on places and activities of worship 

 

By way of context, the following points must be emphasized: 

COVID-19 remains present in the community and highly infectious, though now in very small numbers; with the further relaxation of 

isolation measures and the approach of winter, we must do our best to ensure that no new outbreak occurs; clergy and faithful are 

therefore encouraged to download the CovidSafe App and abide by the latest public health advisories  

Permission to reopen churches and to conduct religious gatherings of up to 50 persons from 1 June comes with strict conditions: we must 

take all reasonable precautions to protect the health of everyone involved and to observe the directives we have received 

We are grateful that through the hard work of our Chancery staff, the Federal Government was persuaded to extend the JobKeeper 

allowance to clergy and employees in parishes and the archdiocese. Nonetheless, the closure of churches and state of the economy 

have seriously impacted upon parish and archdiocesan finances: the Charitable Works Fund appeal for May has been foregone and 

most likely will be for August; sustentation, rental and investment income have all been significantly reduced. We are by no means 

‘out of the woods’ yet. 

 

 

Where to next? 

 

Where to next? In due course, we hope, to heaven. In the meantime living well through the COVID-19 pandemic, with all its effects on 

our daily lives including our worship and community life, is in God’s strange providence part of our route to that goal. The resilience 

demonstrated and pastoral energies released in recent times in our parishes and agencies suggest that there will be a new momentum for 

our Parish 2020 renewal and our efforts of evangelisation and outreach after the pandemic passes. God can bring good out of any evil! 

 

If infection rates continue to be very low, the Government will further ease the restrictions in coming months. But for now we can work 

with fifty. When a crowd of five thousand gathered around Jesus to receive his teachings and his healing touch, and he multiplied the 

loaves and fishes to feed them, “he said to his disciples, ‘Get them to sit down in groups of about fifty each.’” (Lk 9:14) 

 

Larger celebrations will return in due course, we hope sooner rather than later. But this will depend in part upon us demonstrating that we 

can keep ourselves and each other safe by exercising responsibility. Our time apart has made us all reflect upon and more deeply 

appreciate the importance of human company, intimacy, community. Our time together in families has also highlighted the significance of 

‘the domestic church’. I ask all priests, religious and the faithful in their domestic churches to keep praying for an end to the pandemic 

and our return to a better way of worshipping together. 

 

Come Holy Spirit! 

 

 

Yours sincerely in Christ 

 

 
Most Rev. Anthony Fisher OP, DD BA LIB BTheol DPhil 

Archbishop of Sydney 
 

 

 

The full text of the Pastoral, including broad directives can be found at the Archdiocesan 

website  https://www.sydneycatholic.org/  

 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/

