
 

From Fr Phil 
 
This will be an Easter Sunday that we will remember for a 
long time. It is so tough to realise that we must say at home 
and so may not be able to get together with all those we love 
to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus and the gift of Faith 
and New Life in him. It is tough to realise that we won’t have 
the messiness of the Easter Vigil resolving into the joy of 
Easter night and the Resurrection; that we won’t have a 
ceremony for lighting the Paschal Candle and, 
in its light, proclaiming our Faith in the 
Renewal of Baptismal Promises. But one thing 
we do have and it is the domestic Church, the 
family, even if not all are together. That’s 
where the Church started, in the homes of 
believers, if you read the Acts of the Apostles 
you’ll find references to the community 
gathering in one another’s homes for the 
breaking of the bread. 

The events we are dealing with today have 
put us back into that reality – the domestic 
Church. And while we know historically that 
the Church has grown and developed (and 
had better times and worse times) it still 
reflects the everyday reality of the family; not 
some sort of ideal reality, but the everyday 
reality. And whether we are gathered in Faith 
as a congregation in a place of worship or as 
families in our own homes, we still make true Jesus words – 
where two or more come together in my name, I am there 
with them. The home is a place of worship too, differently but 
nonetheless truly. That’s why praying together as a family is 
the beginning of truly being Church and why that praying is 
so important and why there are so many suggestions on ways 
of praying and on resources for those ways. 

Children, have you learned Christian 

Meditation at school – are you praying 

that way at home? It’s something you can 

do by yourself or with your family. And if 

you want to know more about it, ask mum 

or dad to send me an email or give me a 

call and I’ll do my best to help you out. 

DAILY REFLECTIONS/PRAYERS/MASS/ INFO–  
ALL ONLINE 
 
1. Lord's Prayer at midday for an end to the COVID-19 
pandemic with His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher 
https://www.facebook.com/anthonyfisherop/

videos/2879218758821564/ 
(less than one minute) 
 
2. Coronavirus Updates https://www.sydneycatholic.org/
coronavirus-updates/ 
  
3. MASS ONLINE 
 
At St Mary’s Cathedral 
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/ 

 
at St Francis Xavier Lavender bay, Sydney at 
8am everyday (except Sat?) http://bit.ly/
MassOnDemand 
 
At St Patrick’s, Church Hill  
https://stpatschurchhill.org/ 
  
From Melbourne 
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 
4. Vatican mass 
https://shalomworld.org/specialevent/daily-
mass 
5pm with Pope Francis 
10am previous day's mass 
 
5. St Joseph Camperdown, near RPA, Sydney 
www.stjosephscamperdown.org.au/live-
streaming/ 
or on their facebook page https://
www.facebook.com/StJosephCamperdown/ 

  
6. “Mass for You at Home” is broadcast on Channel 10 
each Sunday from 6am. (This is repeated during the week 
at different times on Aurora Channel on Foxtel. 
 
7. Mass in Italian is broadcast each Sunday from Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel Church.  
 
8. A spirituality for strange times 
Brendan McManus SJ draws on the wisdom of St Ignatius, 
the founder of the Jesuits, to formulate his ten tips for 
dealing with the Covid-19 crisis. 
 
Brendan is the author of a number of books including 
Finding God in the Mess, and Deeper in the Mess, both co-
authored with Jim Deeds. They share a down-to-earth 
approach to spirituality that follows the example of 
Ignatius who urged his fellow companions and the people 
of his time to ‘find God in all things’ 
https://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/  
 
9. The Australian Council of Churches has invited 
Christians to join in prayer at 7.00pm each night (7.00pm is 
1900 hours for COVID-19). 

Welcome to 

 

:  

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  

: 02 9798 6657  

: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  

: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 

:  

Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm : Fr Phillip Zadro 



 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 10:34, 37-43  
 
Peter addressed Cornelius and his household: You must have 
heard about the recent happenings in Judaea; about Jesus of 
Nazareth and how he began in Galilee, after John had been 
preaching baptism. God had anointed him with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, and because God was with him, Jesus went 
about doing good and curing all who had fallen into the power of 
the devil.' Now I, and those with me, can witness to everything 
he did throughout the countryside of Judaea and in Jerusalem 
itself: and also to the fact that they killed him by hanging him on 
a tree, yet three days afterwards God raised him to life and 
allowed him to be seen, not by the whole people but only by 
certain witnesses God had chosen beforehand. Now we are 
those witnesses - we have eaten and drunk with him after his 
resurrection from the dead - and he has ordered us to proclaim 
this to his people and to tell them that God has appointed him to 
judge everyone, alive or dead. It is to him that all the prophets 
bear this witness: that all who believe in Jesus will have their 
sins forgiven through his name.' 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 117:1-2, 16-17, 22-23  
 
R. This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad. 
 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
for his love has no end. 
Let the sons of Israel say: 
'His love has no end.' R. 
 
The Lord's right hand has triumphed; 
his right hand raised me up. 
I shall not die, I shall live 
and recount his deeds. R. 
 
The stone which the builders rejected 
has become the corner stone. 
This is the work of the Lord, 
a marvel in our eyes. R. 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians 3:1-4  
 
Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you 
must look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is, 
sitting at God's right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly 
things, not on the things that are on the earth, because you have 
died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in God. But 
when Christ is revealed - and he is your life - you too will be 
revealed in all your glory with him. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Sequence 
 
Christians, to the Paschal Victim offer sacrifice and praise. 
The sheep are ransomed by the Lamb; 

and Christ, the undefiled, 
hath sinners to his Father reconciled. 
Death with life contended: combat strangely ended! 
Life's own Champion, slain, yet lives to reign. 
Tell us, Mary: say what thou didst see upon the way. 
The tomb the Living did enclose; 
I saw Christ's glory as he rose! 
The angels there attesting; 
shroud with grave-clothes resting. 
Christ, my hope, has risen: he goes before you into Galilee. 
That Christ is truly risen from the dead we know. 
Victorious king, thy mercy show! 
 
Gospel Acclamation 1 Corinthians 5:7-8  
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; 
let us feast with joy in the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 20:1-9  
 
It was very early on the first day of the week and still dark, when 
Mary of Magdala came to the tomb. She saw that the stone had 
been moved away from the tomb and came running to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved. 'They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb' she said 'and we don't know 
where they have put him.' 
So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb. They 
ran together, but the other disciple, running faster than Peter, 
reached the tomb first; he bent down and saw the linen cloths 
lying on the ground, but did not go in. Simon Peter who was 
following now came up, went right into the tomb, saw the linen 
cloths on the ground, and also the cloth that had been over his 
head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by 
itself. Then the other disciple who had reached the tomb first also 
went in; he saw and he believed. Till this moment they had failed 
to understand the teaching of scripture, that he must rise from the 
dead. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Alleluia 

He is Risen 

Happy 
Easter 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Reflection 
 

“He saw and he believed.” 
 

Cities like Valladolid in Spain are renowned for their Holy Week 
processions. During Lent, men and women who belong to organized 
religious groups, like brotherhoods or guilds, prepare to carry religious 
statutes through the streets to commemorate the passion of Christ. 
The statutes are both lifelike and life-size and may date from the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Graphically they show the 
wounds and suffering of Christ, his mother Mary and the people who 
were involved in the passion. 
The processions on Good Friday and Easter Sunday are completely 
different in mood but together present the drama of God’s plan of 
salvation. Whilst on Good Friday the mood is funereal and somber, on 
Easter Sunday it is full of joy and gladness. The black penitential 
hoods worn by the men on Good Friday are removed, as are the black 
mantillas worn by the women. Their bright and joyful faces can be 
seen and the women wear white mantillas as well as bright colours. In 
Valladolid, a procession carrying a statue of the risen Christ weaves its 
way around the streets to meet the procession carrying Our Lady in 
the Plaza Mayor. Jesus, risen from the dead, greets his mother in the 
square and their statues bow reverentially to one another. Her sorrow 
is turned into joy and the hope of the resurrection leads to great 
applause by all present. Families then gather either at home or in local 
restaurants to celebrate the Easter feast with tapas, fine wines and rich 
food. 
The Gospel for this Easter Sunday tells how Mary of Magdala arrives 
early in the morning and sees that the stone has been rolled away and 
that the tomb is empty. Her first reaction is one of shock after the tragic 
and sorrowful events of Good Friday. She has come to grieve and 
spend some quiet time with her beloved friend and to try to make some 
sense of what has happened. It is only a week since Jesus had ridden 
into Jerusalem on a donkey and the crowds had cheered and waved 
their palm branches. Now she is greatly surprised to find that the tomb 
is empty and she runs off to find the apostles. When St Peter and St 
John arrive at the tomb, John waits for the leader, Peter, to go first. We 
don’t hear Peter’s reaction when he see the linen cloths and the empty 
tomb. We know that when John enters, he sees and believes. All that 
Jesus has taught and preached suddenly becomes clear and John 
knows that Jesus is the Son of God who has risen from the dead. 
Suffering, evil and death have been conquered. The kingdom of God 
can continue to be preached. 
From this joyful scene at the tomb, the belief that Jesus has risen from 
the dead spreads to Peter, to Mary of Magdala, and then to the other 
apostles. They continue to gather and pray and wait for the Holy Spirit. 
At Pentecost their fear will be overcome and the gift of the Spirit will 
lead them out to the ends of the earth proclaiming the Good News. 
Peter will carry the Good News to Caesarea and baptise Cornelius the 
soldier and his household. The hope of Jesus is not only for the Jewish 
people but for all men and women. From Jerusalem to Rome to this 
church, we stand in that great line of witnesses who celebrate this holy 
feast. We are people who carry the light of Christ to others and have 
the responsibility to hand on our faith. 
St Paul teaches us about our new life in Christ. We hope to share in 
his resurrection, not only at the end of our earthly lives, but each day 
as a member of Christ’s body, the Church. This new life invites us to 
model our attitudes and actions on those of Christ: to love the weakest 
members of the community, to be generous to those who are poor, to 
forgive wrongs, to heal those who hurt, to continue to sing a song of 
joy and celebrate the day of resurrection. We rely on the Holy Spirit to 
bring to fulfilment our lives in Christ. We pray that God who has begun 
this good work in us may bring it to fulfilment. 
May you know the peace and joy of this Easter Day. 
Happy Easter. 

The Living Word 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased:    Ilario Furlan, Paola Sorrenti, Agatha 
Calcagno, Giuseppina Conti, Raffaella Ivasic, Salvatore Tornatore, 
Giuseppe Della-Putta, Giuseppina Bombara, Maria Cardillo, 
Salvatore Liotta, Laurence Wong, Milagro Gonzalez, Vincenzo La 
Ianca, Vincenzo Di Maio, Angelo Ingegneri, Sabina Bacchetto, Tina 
Torrisi, Santa Pulciani, Connie Maling 
 
Rest in Peace:    Maria Gullo, Antonio Di Gori, Andreana Marchese, 
Joe Scardilli, Domenico Nicita, Carmela Di Bartolo, Concetta Cardillo, 
Marco Angeloni, Nicola Lattari, Giuseppe Donato, Conte Family, 
Enna Franco. Maria Cardillo, Marco Monaco, Shirley McInerney, Alfia 
& Angelo Torrisi, Jaime Valleio, Arena Family, Giuseppe Aversa, 
Giovanni & Serafino Bianco, Giovanni Cassino, Glorie Kelly, Barbara 
Mordente, Luigino De Domeneghi, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro,  
Francesca & Maria Ricciardi, Andrea Renee Culver, Jaime Valleio, 
Sebastiana Lopizzo, Vince Franze, Val Constant, Ornella Deluchi, 
John Carey, Vincenzo Giannini, Marie Moir, Mario Scardilli, Pietro 
Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, 
Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families,  John & 
Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in 
Purgatory. 
 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 
members of our community:  Vittoria Lavechia, Carmel McNally, 
Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,  Aitken Family, Liz 
Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, 
Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, 
Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  
without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

Channel 7 to broadcast Easter Services  

from St Mary’s Cathedral 
 

We are very pleased to announce that Channel 7 

will broadcast the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday (10 

April) at 3pm and the Easter Sunday Mass (12 April) at 
10:30am live from St Mary’s Cathedral. At a time 
when Catholic churches across Australia are 
closed during the COVID-19 pandemic, this is a 
wonderful opportunity for people across all ages 
and no matter where they live to participate in the 
Mass at the holiest time in our Church’s year.  

The Sacraments of First Reconciliation,  
First Holy Communion and Confirmation for                                                 

St Joan of Arc Parish young people  
is under review. 

 
Decisions will be made in accordance with the Australian 
Government and Archdiocese of Sydney health guidelines in 
response to the Coronavirus Pandemic. 
Further information will become available in the coming weeks. 
CONFIRMATION is definitely cancelled. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Che cos’è che fa correre 

l’apostolo Giovanni al 

sepolcro? Egli ha vissuto per 

intero il dramma della Pasqua, 

essendo molto vicino al suo 

maestro. Ci sembra perciò 

inammissibile un’affermazione 

del genere: “Non avevano 

infatti ancora compreso la Scrittura”. Eppure era 

proprio così: non meravigliamoci allora di constatare 

l’ignoranza attuale, per molti versi simile. Il mondo di 

Dio, i progetti di Dio sono così diversi che ancor oggi 

succede che anche chi è più vicino a Dio non capisca e 

si stupisca degli avvenimenti.  

“Vide e credette”. Bastava un sepolcro vuoto perché 

tutto si risolvesse? Credo che non fu così facile. Anche 

nel momento delle sofferenze più dure, Giovanni 

rimane vicino al suo maestro. La ragione non 

comprende, ma l’amore aiuta il cuore ad aprirsi e a 

vedere. È l’intuizione dell’amore che permette a 

Giovanni di vedere e di credere prima di tutti gli altri. 

La gioia di Pasqua matura solo sul terreno di un 

amore fedele. Un’amicizia che niente e nessuno 

potrebbe spezzare. È possibile? Io credo che la vita ci 

abbia insegnato che soltanto Dio può procurarci ciò. È 

la testimonianza che ci danno tutti i gulag dell’Europa 

dell’Est e che riecheggia nella gioia pasquale alla fine 

del nostro millennio.  

 

Dagli Atti degli Apostoli 10,34a.37-43  

 

In quei giorni, Pietro prese la parola e disse: «Voi 

sapete ciò che è accaduto in tutta la Giudea, 

cominciando dalla Galilea, dopo il battesimo 

predicato da Giovanni; cioè come Dio consacrò in 

Spirito Santo e potenza Gesù di Nàzaret, il quale passò 

beneficando e risanando tutti coloro che stavano 

sotto il potere del diavolo, perché Dio era con lui.  

E noi siamo testimoni di tutte le cose da lui compiute 

nella regione dei Giudei e in Gerusalemme. Essi lo 

uccisero appendendolo a una croce, ma Dio lo ha 

risuscitato al terzo giorno e volle che si manifestasse, 

non a tutto il popolo, ma a testimoni prescelti da Dio, 

a noi che abbiamo mangiato e bevuto con lui dopo la 

sua risurrezione dai morti.  

E ci ha ordinato di annunciare al popolo e di 

testimoniare che egli è il giudice dei vivi e dei morti, 

costituito da Dio. A lui tutti i profeti danno questa 

testimonianza: chiunque crede in lui riceve il perdono 

dei peccati per mezzo del suo nome». 

 

Parola di Dio  

 

Questo è il giorno che ha fatto il Signore: 

rallegriamoci ed esultiamo. 

 

Rendete grazie al Signore perché è buono, 

perché il suo amore è per sempre. 

Dica Israele: 

«Il suo amore è per sempre». 

 

La destra del Signore si è innalzata, 

la destra del Signore ha fatto prodezze. 

Non morirò, ma resterò in vita 

e annuncerò le opere del Signore. 

 

La pietra scartata dai costruttori 

è divenuta la pietra d’angolo. 

Questo è stato fatto dal Signore: 

una meraviglia ai nostri occhi. 

 

Dalla lettera di san Paolo apostolo ai Colossési 3,1-4  

 

Fratelli, se siete risorti con Cristo, cercate le cose di 

lassù, dove è Cristo, seduto alla destra di Dio; 

rivolgete il pensiero alle cose di lassù, non a quelle 

della terra.  

Voi infatti siete morti e la vostra vita è nascosta con 

Cristo in Dio! Quando Cristo, vostra vita, sarà 

manifestato, allora anche voi apparirete con lui nella 

gloria. 

 

Parola di Dio  

 

Sequenza 

 

Alla vittima pasquale, 

s’innalzi oggi il sacrificio di lode. 

L’Agnello ha redento il suo gregge,  

l’Innocente ha riconciliato  

noi peccatori col Padre.  

 

Morte e Vita si sono affrontate 

in un prodigioso duello.  

Il Signore della vita era morto; 

ma ora, vivo, trionfa. 

 

«Raccontaci, Maria:  

che hai visto sulla via?». 

«La tomba del Cristo vivente,  

la gloria del Cristo risorto, 

e gli angeli suoi testimoni,  

il sudario e le sue vesti.  

Cristo, mia speranza, è risorto: 

precede i suoi in Galilea».  

 

Sì, ne siamo certi: 

Cristo è davvero risorto. 

Tu, Re vittorioso, 

abbi pietà di noi.  

Buona Pasqua 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Canto al Vangelo 1Cor 5,7-8 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Cristo, nostra Pasqua, è stato immolato: 

facciamo festa nel Signore. 

Alleluia.  

 

Dal Vangelo secondo Giovanni 20:1-9 

 

Il primo giorno della settimana, Maria di Màgdala si 

recò al sepolcro di mattino, quando era ancora buio, 

e vide che la pietra era stata tolta dal sepolcro.  

Corse allora e andò da Simon Pietro e dall’altro 

discepolo, quello che Gesù amava, e disse loro: 

«Hanno portato via il Signore dal sepolcro e non 

sappiamo dove l’hanno posto!».  

Pietro allora uscì insieme all’altro discepolo e si 

recarono al sepolcro. Correvano insieme tutti e due, 

ma l’altro discepolo corse più veloce di Pietro e giunse 

per primo al sepolcro. Si chinò, vide i teli posati là, 

ma non entrò.  

Giunse intanto anche Simon Pietro, che lo seguiva, ed 

entrò nel sepolcro e osservò i teli posati là, e il sudario 

– che era stato sul suo capo – non posato là con i teli, 

ma avvolto in un luogo a parte.  

Allora entrò anche l’altro discepolo, che era giunto 

per primo al sepolcro, e vide e credette. Infatti non 

avevano ancora compreso la Scrittura, che cioè egli 

doveva risorgere dai morti. 

 

Parola del Signore  

First and Second Church Collection Offerings 
 
As you are aware the Australian Government has stated that all places of worship are to be closed meaning all 
Masses are suspended until further notice. We will monitor the government health guidelines put in place to deal 
with the Coronavirus Pandemic and advice you of any changes as they become available. 
 
Fr Phil has created a list of suggestions you can do to stay connected to God through your faith life even when 
not able to attend Mass at church which is available on our Facebook page. 
 
If you would still like to financially support our church to ensure the continuing practical and pastoral works of 
the parish you may donate by direct debit. 
 
Our bank details for direct debit are:                   
            Account Name:   Haberfield Parish EFT Receipts 
                           Bank:   CBA   Branch:  Martin Place, Sydney 
                            BSB:   062 784 
         Account Number:   361 31 00 
    
When you do your electronic transfer please write  -Offering- in the reference field and if you have a weekly 
giving envelope number please add your number there. For example - Offering 9999. 
This is so we can identify your payment as part of our church collection offerings in our bank statements. 
 
Many thanks for wishing to continue to financially support your parish. 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

Fr Phil will  be privately celebrating and offering masses on 
behalf of everyone in the parish. 
If you would like Fr Phil to offer specific prayers on behalf of 
you or family you may email your prayer request to 
admin@stjoanofarc.org.au.  
All requests will be included together at all masses 
celebrated. 

 
Please remember that the faithful can keep holy their 
Sunday by setting aside some time for prayer at home, 
reading the Scriptures of the day, watching Mass on 
television or online, and asking God for the graces they 
would normally receive in Holy Communion . 

EASTER SUNDAY 
12th April 2020 

 
Happy Easter from all at Caritas Australia! 
Thank you for supporting us this year as we demonstrate 
how love and compassion for our global community can 
transform lives. You will be helping 
to empower the world’s most 
vulnerable communities to grow 
stronger and share their strengths 
with their communities to lift 
themselves out of poverty.  
When we Go Further Together in 
love and compassion, the whole 
world thrives.  
 
Thank you for supporting Caritas 
Australia’s Project Compassion 
2020 Lenten appeal.  
 

The Parish now has a Facebook page 
Official Page is; 
St Joan Of Arc - Catholic Parish of Haberfield  
Quick search can be; @StJoanOfArcParish  

https://www.facebook.com/StJoanOfArcParish/ 

Here you can find a number of suggestions for families and 
individuals on how to pray and honour God when Mass is not 
available. 

https://www.facebook.com/StJoanOfArcParish/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Wanting to help the homeless during COVID-19?  

Vinnies seeking volunteers to put together snack packs at home 

COVID-19 has made it harder for the homeless to find sustaining meals as Vinnies and other providers have 

had to change the way they prepare and distribute food during this time of social isolation.  

As you may know, a combined St Joan of Arc parish and school parent group had been volunteering with Sydney Vinnies 

Van Services (SVVS).  However, volunteers are no longer able to volunteer in this way and Vinnies have moved to Plan C 

from Monday 30 March where sandwiches (prepared by Vinnies Matt Talbot Catering Services) and snack packs will now 

be delivered daily for distribution to central drop-off locations that are close to existing SVVS evening stops for our 

valued clients to collect.  

Vinnies are seeking volunteers to be placed on a roster involving picking up supplies from Maria Gordon House, 

Lewisham, to put together snack packs at home and then drop back off to MGH.  

Email Christina Gilio Christina.Gilio@vinnies.org.au with your availability or contact her on 0477 440 567. 

 

Helping Sydney families with 
Relationships. 
FAMILY AND INDIVIDUAL  
Counselling 
Family Dispute Resolution 
Marriage and Relationship Educa-
tion 
Men and Family Relationships 
Drugs, Alcohol and Gambling 

Parenting. 
PARENTING HUB 

Parenting in Primary and High School 
Family Wellbeing 
Building Relationships 
Ideas for Learning 

Ageing. 
SENIOR SERVICES 
Home Care Review 
Home Care Application Process 
Our Home Care Services 

 
Disabilities. 
DISABILITY SERVICES 

NDIS Support Coordination 
Centacare 
School Leaver Employment Services 

Addictions. 
Mental Health. 

13 18 19 

CCareline is here to help 
8am—8pm Monday to Friday 

To help others find help,                
1. Download the CCareline 
App today from the App 
Sotre or Google Play 2. Select 
‘Refer a Friend 3. Send an 
info sheet and request a 
callback 4. For a crisis 
situation select ‘Crisis lines’ 

https://www.catholiccare.org/catholiccare-learn-more/ccareline-131819/


Christians should go to church 
Maryknoll missioner says not even home 
containment and closed worship spaces can keep 
Christians from church 
 
 Are Christians people who go to church? Yes, but that 
is not what makes us Christians. 
We go to church because we are Christians; we are not 
Christians because we go to church. Being in a church 
building does not make me a Christian any more than 
being in a parking garage makes me an automobile. 
Now that many, if not most, Catholics and other 
Christians are being kept from going to church by the 
new coronavirus pandemic we have an opportunity to 
think about the place and meaning of churchgoing in 
our lives. 
 Some of us may be relieved at having an excuse to 
sleep late on Sunday morning. Some see abstaining 
from church as a regrettable, but necessary, sacrifice for 
the sake of others. 
 Some are panicked at the thought of not going to 
church and attempt to circumvent any cancellations of 
public religious services. Some even see such 
circumventions as their right, refusing to be told what 
not to do by civil or religious authorities. 
 There may be as many reasons for going to church as 
there are churchgoers. 
 For many of us, going to church is simply part of our 
Sunday routine. We go because we have always gone. 
We go because we fear that failure to go to church will 
instead mean going to hell. 
 We go for the sake of our children. We go to hear a 
homily. We go because we can sing without attracting 
undue attention. We go to receive the Eucharist. 
We go to meet friends. We go because a boyfriend, 
girlfriend or spouse wants us to join them. We go to 
proclaim our faith to our neighbors or to show off our 
faith to our fellow believers. We go because of social 
expectations. 
 We go to support one another. We go to strengthen 
our faith. We go to celebrate our faith. We go to be 
challenged in our understanding of our faith. We go to 
pray. 
 Grammatically, the sentence, "I go to church," is a 
straightforward declaration. It contains a subject 
pronoun (I) a verb (go) and a prepositional phrase (to 
church). 
 But what might we learn if we were to play around 
with the grammar? What if we were to make "to 
church" into a verbal infinitive (to church) which we 
could then conjugate as "I church," "You church," "We 
church"? 
 In that case, whether we go to a particular building or 
not does not matter. We go in order to church 
wherever we can expect to meet the Lord. We church in 
the world. 

 So, when we speak truth in the face of a world of 
falsehood, when we take part in the building and 
proclamation of God's kingdom, when we serve our 
neighbor, we are churching. 
 Paradoxically, we can best serve our neighbors in 
these days of quarantine by staying away from them. 
 It is ironic that one of the best ways for us to church 
now is to not be with others, to not gather. 
 Linguistically, the ultimate origin of the word "church" 
is a word for "gathering." 
 However, we need not gather for Mass in order to 
church. 
 During the persecution of Christians in Japan from the 
17th to the 19th centuries, there were no priests in the 
country and no church buildings either. Yet Christians 
gathered as well as they were able in the circumstances 
to pray, serve one another and pass on their faith to 
successive generations. They churched. 
 Some have even called those three centuries without 
church buildings, priests or Mass the golden age of 
Christianity in Japan, something upon which we clergy 
in Japan might fruitfully meditate. 
 One way that various parishes and dioceses (including 
the Diocese of Rome) are handling our inability to 
gather in our usual places is to utilize modern 
technology to live-stream Masses celebrated in the 
absence of a congregation. 
 This turns the activity of the people (which is what the 
word "liturgy" means) into a non-participatory 
spectator event that is not dissimilar from now-
cancelled televised sporting events. 
 It is as if the restoration of the liturgy as a communal 
activity that has been going on since at least 1922 with 
the introduction of the "dialogue Mass", and which 
found in Vatican II its firm footing in the ancient 
tradition of the Church, had never happened. 
 It is time to break down our prejudice that the only 
real way to church is to be in a cross-crowned building 
for Mass. In the 21st century, we have many more 
options to gather. All we lack is creativity. 
 Businesses around the world continue to hold 
conferences using the tools provided by the internet. 
Could not parishes and dioceses utilize that same 
technology to enable Christians to "come together" for 
prayer and shared reflection? 
 We could even sing together. We need not be 
spectators. We can go to church. 
 
Bill Grimm is a Catholic priest and Maryknoll missioner 
who lives in Japan. 
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