YEAR A

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

UPDATE ON THE PLENARY COUNCIL PROCESS
After seeking input from the parish information session
held in November 2018 and three small groups
meeting in early 2019, St Joan of Arc Parish made a
submission to the Plenary Council – one of 17,500
submissions the Council received from individuals and
groups. Like other groups, our submission was in
response to the question, “What do you think God is
asking of us in Australia at this time?”
Based on the responses received, the Plenary Council
has since identified six National Themes for
Discernment:
1
2
3
4
5
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Missionary and Evangelising;
Inclusive, Participatory and Synodal;
Prayerful and Eucharistic;
Humble, Healing and Merciful;
A Joyful, Hope-Filled and Servant Community;
Open to Conversion, Renewal and Reform.
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centred Church in Australia through these themes
and to participate in a communal Listening and
Discernment session on one of these themes.
Our parish Listening and Discernment session will be
held in March. In order to decide which of the six
themes to be the focus for this session, parishioners are
being asked to look at the material on the Plenary
Council website at
http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/.
In coming weeks we will place flyers in the church
seeking your preference regarding one of the six
themes to be focus for our parish’s Listening and
Discernment session.

We are being asked to reflect, pray and consider how
God is calling the People of God to be a Christ-

SPECIAL LEAVING COLLECTION

AT ALL

MASSES AUSTRALIA DAY

WEEKEND

for the St Vincent De Paul Bushfire Appeal
‘Friends, the sad tragedy of the bushfires has impacted upon our Catholic community across the Archdiocese of Sydney
in a very real way. A brave Rural Fire Service volunteer Andrew O’Dwyer was farewelled at a Requiem Mass at Our
Lady of Victories Parish in Horsley Park last week. The parish is providing ongoing support to his widow Melissa and 19
month old daughter Charlotte and our prayers are with them. Amidst the devastation of the fires, it has been
encouraging to witness the support of so many ordinary Australians, including so many men and women of faith. While
much of the response must be at a local parish and diocesan level, such a great crisis also requires a national
response. Alongside my brother bishops across the country, I encourage you to support a special collection at Masses
over the Australia Day weekend (25 and 26 January) through the St Vincent De Paul Society. Your support of bushfire
appeals can make a tangible difference in the lives of those affected, whether that be to cover basic clothing or the
food bill for a family evacuated from their home. The support may also come through psychological counselling services
for families left traumatised by the disaster or financial counselling as they struggle to pay unexpected bills. Together
we can offer real comfort and long term support to families left struggling after the bushfires.’
† Anthony Fisher OP

This special collection will be an opportunity to extend support which you may offer through a donation at the
door as you leave the church on Australia Day weekend.
St Vincent de Paul members and volunteers will be collecting at each door.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a
legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

St Joan of Arc Parish
Haberfield

Welcome to

Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro
Presbytery Office: 97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045
P: 02 9798 6657 E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au
Parish Secretary: Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm
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AUSTRALIA DAY (3rd Sunday of Ordinary time)

A reading from the prophet Isaiah (32:15-18)

Gospel Acclamation Mt 5:9
Alleluia, alleluia!
Happy the peacemakers:
they shall be called children of God.
Alleluia!

Once more there will be poured on us
the spirit from above;
then shall the wilderness be fertile land
and fertile land become forest.
In the wilderness justice will come to live
and integrity in the fertile land;
integrity will bring peace,
justice give lasting security.
My people will live in a peaceful home,
in safe houses,
in quiet dwellings.

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew
(5:2-12)

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm
Ps 84(85):9-14
R.
The Lord speaks of peace to his people.
I will hear what the Lord God has to say,
a voice that speaks of peace.
His help is near for those who fear him
and his glory will dwell in our land. R
Mercy and faithfulness have met;
justice and peace have embraced.
Faithfulness shall spring from the earth
and justice look down from heaven.R
The Lord will make us prosper
and our earth shall yield its fruit.
Justice shall march before him
and peace shall follow his steps.

26th January, 2020

R

Jesus began to teach his disciples. This is what he taught
them:
‘How happy are the poor in spirit;
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Happy the gentle:
they shall have the earth for their heritage.
Happy those who mourn:
they shall be comforted.
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right:
they shall be satisfied.
Happy the merciful:
they shall have mercy shown them.
Happy the pure in heart:
they shall see God.
Happy the peacemakers:
they shall be called sons of God.
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right:
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you
and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account.
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.’
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans (12:9-13)
Do not let your love be a pretence, but sincerely prefer good
to evil. Love each other as much as brothers should, and
have a profound respect for each other. Work for the Lord
with untiring effort and with great earnestness of spirit. If you
have hope, this will make you cheerful. Do not give up if trials
come; and keep on praying. If any of the saints are in need
you must share with them; and you should make hospitality
your special care.
The word of the Lord.
All:
Thanks be to God.
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Reflection

“Follow me and I will make you fishers of men.”

Australia Day
26th January, 2020
FEAST DAYS
Tuesday 28th January St Thomas Aquinas
(There will be Mass today 9.00am with teachers of St Joan of
Arc and Domremy to start the school year)
Friday 31stJanuary

St John Bosco

LENTEN GROUPS
During Lent each year, groups of
parishioners meet once per week,
usually in a group member's home, to
discuss the Gospel of the week.
This year we will use the program
devised by the Wollongong Diocese, "Grace Lenten
Program" which guides the group through Prayer,
Discussion & Reflection.
Meetings will begin during the week following Ash
Wednesday, February 26th.
Anyone wishing to lead, host or join a group, is asked
to write your name & other relevant information in the
folder in the Church entrance so that you can be
contacted re forming or joining a group.
Program books have been ordered & will be available
soon.
Christian Meditation
There are many forms of prayer and many ways to pray. Jesus
prayed. As well as joining in the prayer of the synagogue, Jesus
“went into the hills where he could be alone” to pray.
Life is busy and it may not seem possible to find time to be alone for
prayer, particularly with young children or an aged parent who need
care.
Christian meditation is one approach that is based on stillness and
simplicity.
If you would like to know more about this, there will be a presentation
on Christian Meditation after the 9.00am Mass on Sunday 9th
February 2020 in St Joan of Arc Church. 10.05am – 10.35am.

DO YOU HOLD A CURRENT FIRST AID CERTIFICATE?
We are putting together a register of trained
First Aid personnel who would like to
volunteer their services providing First Aid
assistance at Parish events.
Could you help?
Please contact the Parish Office on
9798 6657 or
email admin@stjoanofarc.org.au to register.

3RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Next week: The Presentation of the Lord

BAPTISMS - January 2020
We welcome these children into God’s family
and our parish community

Natalia Volpe
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In the darkest places, the light shines brightest. These days
people who want to look at the stars have to find a place far
away from the pollution of city lights so that they can see the
night sky more clearly. For those of us who live in towns and
cities, only the brightest of the stars and planets are visible, and
generally we are happy with this on account of the security that
the city lights give us. Who knows what evils might be lurking in
the shadows?
The scriptures use the contrast between darkness and light to
describe our relationship with God. “The people that walked in
darkness” were the people of Israel, who, on account of their
infidelity of God, found themselves in exile in Babylon, longing
to return to their own land, their homes and their religious
practices. They could see no end to their predicament. The
future was dark for them until the prophet Isaiah started to shine
the light of hope. Their exile did come to an end. They did
return to their own land. Their Temple was rebuilt and religious
practice was restored, but they were still in the dark. After the
oppression of Babylon, they were still in the power of a
succession of foreign invaders from Persia, Greece and Rome.
By the time of Jesus, it was the Romans keeping the Jewish
people as a subject nation, and they did so with the
collaboration of the puppet king, Herod, and greedy, selfserving tax collectors. People still longed for real freedom,
which they understood to be the light promised by Isaiah seven
hundred years earlier.
St Matthew, in his Gospel, describes the coming of Jesus in
these same prophetic terms, “The people that lived in darkness
has seen a great light.” But the light that Jesus reveals is not a
new political dispensation. The darkness is not merely the
darkness of oppression. It is not just the people of Israel who
have been subjected to a foreign power: it is the whole of
humanity. Jesus is the light of the world that exposes the true
darkness that is sin, which is preventing all human beings from
fulfilling their true destiny as sons and daughters of a loving
Father in the everlasting kingdom of heaven.
The revolutionary project that Jesus starts is far from a political
revolt. It involves a real change of heart and it starts with faith:
faith in God, but, first of all, faith in ourselves. Do I really
believe that God loves me and has called me into a relationship
of love? This is the project of Jesus, to change the world by
changing one person at a time, enabling every one to believe
that they are beloved sons or daughters of the one Father, God
in heaven. And so, in today’s Gospel, we see Jesus at the
beginning of his project to bring this new light, this new
revelation, into the world. He calls the fishermen, Peter and
Andrew, James and John, “Follow me and I will make you
fishers of me.” With this small group, which gradually increases
to twelve, Jesus goes around proclaiming the Good News,
teaching and healing. Their mission is to capture the hearts and
minds of people, opening up to them the promise of eternal life.
This is still the mission of the disciples of Jesus, to help all
people to discover that their true destiny is to live in love with
God and with each other. The challenge for us today is to
recognise the real darkness. There are so many artificial lights
that blind us to the reality of what God wants for us. Many of us
believe that human success and fulfilment lie in the acquisition
of wealth and knowledge. We think we know what we want and
we make it our life’s project to achieve it. However, our life
project will be very different if we start from our self-awareness:
who do I think I am? If I really believe that I am a beloved son or
daughter of God, then I must start by asking, “What does God
want me to be?” When Jesus is the light in my life, I am going to
see myself and the world I live in very differently. So let us take
up the invitation to follow Jesus. Let us ask for eyes that see as
he sees, and for the courage to respond to the needs of our
world with his love and compassion.

The Living Word

Scripture Readings:
First Reading:
Malachi 3:1-4
Second Reading:
Hebrews 2:14-18
Gospel:
Luke 2:22-40
ROSTERS
Scripture Readers:
Saturday Vigil:
Sunday 9.00am:
Sunday 6.00pm:

Maria Del Vecchio, Majella Hill
Isabella Ramirra, Margaret Cassidy
Nunzio Arena, Carmelina De Francesco

Ministers of Communion:
Saturday Vigil:
Cathy Carrozza, Maria Wheeler
Rita Raco, Judith Molloy
Sunday 9.00am:
Antonietta Catanzariti, Maria Calabrese
Peter Doyle, Yvonne Molloy
Sunday 6.00pm:
Melissa Lentini, Lucy Denley
Children’s Liturgy:
Sunday 9.00am

No Children’s Liturgy in school holidays
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PARISH PLANNING
Through 2019 a number of things developed in St Joan of Arc
Parish; the Social Committee took on a more structured
involvement in Parish life; a Social Justice Group was formed
and is leading us into a greater sensitivity and response to the
needs of people, particularly the poor; after some preparation,
a Pastoral Council was formed and met four times.
Membership is for two years and is by representation of some
existing groups in the Parish as well as by invitation.
In looking for clarity in direction, I was put in touch with
Richard McMahon, Pastoral Planner for Parramatta Diocese,
and have asked Richard to conduct a session with Parish
leaders to help discern and choose vision, goals and direction
for the Parish. Formation of the members of the Pastoral
Council will be part of this.
This session will take place on Saturday 1st February here
in the Parish from 12.30pm to 4.30pm.
4.30pm
Fr Phil

ST JOAN OF ARC SOCIAL COMMITTEE

We invite you to share in the Sacraments of:
EUCHARIST:
Weekend
Saturday evening ……….………….…………...5.00pm
Italian Mass:…………….…………...………….....6.15pm
Sunday : ..…………………………….9.00am & 6.00pm
Weekdays: Tuesday (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of
anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)….7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am
Friday ….…………………………………….……...…9.15am
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

9am Sunday Mass in school term

RECONCILIATION
Saturday ……………………………..4:30pm—4.50pm
BAPTISM

SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am.

MARRIAGE Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least four months in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage
Course is encouraged.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to
those in need. The Eucharist will also be brought to those who
are ill or housebound upon request. Please notify the
Presbytery if members of your family or other parishioners are
in need of the Eucharist.
St Joan of Arc School

Principal: Des Fox
Office Phone 9798 9780

St Vincent’s Care Services Haberfield
(formerly St Joan of Arc Villa)
Enquiries: 1800 778 767
Have you changed your name,
address, or phone number?
If you have a WWCC don’t forget
to update your details at
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au

We hope you have had a wonderful Christmas and New
Year. It’s now time for us to plan activities for 2020.
Our first meeting will be on Wednesday 29th January at
7.30pm in the Presbytery.
Presbytery Please join us to discuss the
social activities for 2020. Election of office bearers for
the Committee will take place at this meeting.
meeting
We would love to see many of you come and
join us on this evening.
LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Recently Deceased:
Salvatore Liotta, Laurence Wong, Milagro
Gonzalez, Vincenzo La Ianca, Vincenzo Di Maio, Angelo Ingegneri,
Sabina Bacchetto, Tina Torrisi, Santa Pulciani, Connie Maling, Amalia
De Rose, Carmelo Di Bartolo, Nunziata La Greca, Carmela Cutrufello,
Colleen Shearer, Giuseppe Angilletta, Giuseppe Calautti, Concettina Di
Bello, Doreen Lucantonio, Rosina Russo, Carmela Coluccio
Rest in Peace:
Andrea Renee Culver, Jaime Valleio, Sebastiana
Lopizzo, Vince Franze, Val Constant, Ornella Deluchi, John Carey,
Vincenzo Giannini, Marie Moir, Mario Scardilli, Vince Franze, Angelo
Giannetto, Victor Vyekoslav Kasal, Pedro Mantilla, Blanca Mantilla,
Marco Antonio Handabak, Wanda Angelucci, Valentina Mannino, Maria
Fresta, Carmelo Coluccio, Joe Mostyn, Provvidenza Spataro, Silvana
Manfre', Maria Albore i Nigro, Giovanni Carrolo, Tindiglia &
Brancatisano families, Gaspare D’onofrio, Tonino Di Giantomaso,
Rosaria Di Bella, Giuseppina Macagni, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally,
Dominic Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina
Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino
Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members
of our community: Vittoria Lavechia, Peter Cuddy, Carmel McNally,
Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz
Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing,
Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario
Bianco, Tony Sulfaro
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

