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Welcome to

MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS LITURGIES –
SINGERS NEEDED
We need people willing to join a group of singers for the Christmas liturgies. No experience necessary. If
you know someone who can sing, please encourage them to join! Rehearsals will take place in the
church in the week before Christmas:
Wednesday 18th, 7.307.30-8.45pm
Sunday 22nd, 4.304.30-5.45pm
Monday 23rd, 7.307.30-8.45pm
Contact Ellen O’Connor with any questions, ellen.k.oconnor@gmail.com, 0418 268 897.

Christmas Hampers
will be put together and distributed to
families in need in our parish on
Monday December 16th. Last day to contribute
items is this Sunday December 15th. PLEASE
NOTE that this is also the last day for food items or
gifts to be donated for the Wilcannia-Forbes
Diocese .

CHRISTMAS APPEAL
Thank you for your generous response to
this appeal. $3,830 was raised by the
Parish and $994.55 was raised by St
Joan of Arc School. Funds raised will not
only assist local people in need but also
those suffering through the Drought in
the Wilcannia Forbes Region and help the Vinnies
Bushfire Relief Appeal.
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

The way
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
2019 booklets
(located next to the baptismal font)

PLEASE TAKE ONE
TO HELP with reflections
for each day of
advent & Christmas

Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro
Presbytery Office: 97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045
P: 02 9798 6657 E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au
Parish Secretary: Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm

YEAR A

Please use this form to indicate your availability:
https://bit.ly/2QEmYPo.

Christmas Eve Children’s Mass
5pm Tuesday 24th December
CHRISTMAS EVE REHEARSAL INFORMATION
We will be preparing and rehearsing on Christmas Eve morning
between 9:30am-12pm at St Joan of Arc Church. All children who
would like a role in the Nativity scene re-enactment will need to
attend the rehearsal on Christmas Eve morning.
Please arrive by 9:15am.
We also need parent helpers at the rehearsal, during the mass and
after the mass to assist with distributing the cake to all the
parishioners.
Please let us know by text if you can assist in any way. Many thanks
for your continued support and participation.
Franca Guarna
Lillian Tornatore
Mob: 0404 050 729 Mob: 0414 820 819

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS CHOIR/INSTRUMENT
REHEARSAL INFORMATION
If your child would like to be part of the choir or can play an
instrument and they would like to be part of the Children’s Christmas
Eve mass at St Joan of Arc church, please text/email your child’s
name and class to either Lichuen or Lillian.
COMPULSORY PRACTICE SESSIONS:
Saturday 21st December, between 10am-12pm at St Joan of Arc
Catholic Church
IMPORTANT: Please bring your instruments to the practice session.
DRESS: If you are in the choir, please come dressed in a
white top and black pants/skirt/shorts.
For those playing an instrument, please wear all black.
Lichuen Wong
Lillian Totrnatore
Email: mikeandlich@gmail.com Email: Lillian.tornatore@gmail.com
Mob: 0403 130 173
Mob: 0414 820 819

CHRISTMAS LITURGIES Ministry Sheet
There is a sheet in the Sacristy for people who are available and wish to help in the ministry of acolyte, reader, music, minister of
communion or church warden in the Christmas Liturgy Masses of Christmas Eve 5pm, 9pm or midnight, and Christmas Day 9am. If you
are able to help please write your name in the appropriate slot.
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a
legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

St Joan of Arc Parish
Haberfield

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

8th December, 2019

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 11:1-10

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 15:4-9

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.)
He does not judge by appearances,
he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless;
his sentences bring death to the wicked.
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist,
faithfulness the belt about his hips.
The wolf lives with the lamb,
the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra's hole;
into the viper's lair the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters swell the sea.
That day, the root of Jesse
shall stand as a signal to the peoples.
It will be sought out by the nations
and its home will be glorious.

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures was meant to
teach us something about hope from the examples scripture gives of
how people who did not give up were helped by God. And may he who
helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be tolerant with
each other, following the example of Christ Jesus, so that united in
mind and voice you may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
It can only be to God's glory, then, for you to treat each other in the
same friendly way as Christ treated you. The reason Christ became the
servant of circumcised Jews was not only so that God could faithfully
carry out the promises made to the patriarchs, it was also to get the
pagans to give glory to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one
place: For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing your
name.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17
R. Justice shall flourish in his time,
and fullness of peace for ever.
O God, give your judgement to the king,
to a king's son your justice,
that he may judge your people in justice
and your poor in right judgement. R.
In his days justice shall flourish
and peace till the moon fails:
He shall rule from sea to sea,
from the Great River to earth's bounds. R.
For he shall save the poor when they cry
and the needy who are helpless.
He will have pity on the weak
and save the lives of the poor. R.
May his name be blessed for ever
and endure like the sun.
Every tribe shall be blessed in him,
all nations bless his name. R.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation Luke 3:4, 6
Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:
all people shall see the salvation of God.
Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 3:1-12
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the
wilderness of Judaea and this was his message: 'Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is close at hand.' This was the man the prophet
spoke of when he said:
A voice cries in the wilderness:
Prepare a way for the Lord,
make his paths straight.
This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair with a leather belt
round his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then
Jerusalem and all Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way
to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river Jordan they
confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of Pharisees and
Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, 'Brood of vipers, who
warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell
yourselves, "We have Abraham for our father," because, I tell you, God
can raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even now the axe is
laid to the roots of the trees, so that any tree which fails to produce
good fruit will be cut down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water
for repentance, but the one who follows me is more powerful than I am,
and I am not fit to carry his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy
Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his
threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but the chaff he will
burn in a fire that will never go out.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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FEAST DAYS
Monday 9th December
The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin
Mary
Friday 13th December
St Lucy
Saturday 14th December
St John of the Cross
BAPTISMS - December 2019
We welcome these children into God’s family
and our parish community

Lyla Cipriani, Max Veneziano
WEDDINGS - December 2019
And the two shall become one

Giuseppe Buompane & Luisa Scipione
Is your family facing financial stress?
Connect with financial counsellors who can offer information, guidance and advocacy for
people in financial distress who are at risk of or not able to pay bills or make repayments.
Contact CCareline 13 18 19.

The Mary MacKillop Outreach
Christmas Giving Tree is Back
Last day to
leave gifts:
Sunday
15th
December

Please take a tag to
help adults living
with mental illness or
disability celebrate
Christmas.
There are leaflets
with instructions
to follow regarding
the buying and
wrapping of gifts.
Thank you

Rev Joy and St David's Uniting Church
invite all at St Joan of Arc to
Christmas Carols on Sunday 22 December
at St David’s Church yard
(51- 53 Dalhousie Street, Haberfield).
Come 5.30p.m. for a BBQ and kids’ activities;
6.30pm for carols.
DO YOU HOLD A CURRENT FIRST AID CERTIFICATE?
We are putting together a register of trained First
Aid personnel who would like to volunteer their
services providing First Aid assistance at Parish
events .
Could you help?
Please contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 or
email admin@stjoanofarc.org.au to register.
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Next week: Third Sunday of Advent Year A

Reflection

“Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.”
The word “mission” has had different meanings in the history
of the Church. Today it can refer to the outreach asked of each
of us as Christians to those who are not of our faith. In the
early twentieth century it was used more particularly to
describe the work of the Church in the developing world. The
“missions” were the parts of the world where church members
offered education, medical support and overall care as well as
the underlying message of the faith. The practical acts of care
were the living expression of the faith proclaimed.
Closer to home there were also regular ‘missions” in parishes.
These were visits usually by religious from the Passionist,
Redemptorist or Jesuit orders with the intention of challenging
and renewing parishioners. They might spend a week visiting
all the names in the parish register, and then there would be a
week of conferences, confessions and spiritual devotions. The
style of the conferences tended to the dramatic and
pessimistic. There is a very good description of one in James
Joyce’s A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man. A major
subject was that of the four last things: heaven, hell, death and
judgement, though heaven was given short shrift as it was
doubtful if we were going there. Then the Second Vatican
Council happened, and this negative twist seemed to become
a thing of the past, and such missions became more of a
rarity. God was loving and compassionate, a friend who
constantly forgave us our sins, but as an older parishioner
once remarked: “I do miss at times ‘the withering curse of an
angry God’”, a lurid phrase he remembered from an old-style
mission. In our world of wanting to tell and be told how good
we are, even when we are not, how do we find space for this
darker side of the human soul?
Some would see the division we have described as being the
difference between the Old Testament and the New
Testament. In the Old Testament the picture of God is that of
an angry judge, in the New Testament the picture is that of a
loving saviour. Our readings today undermine the simplicity of
such a view. In our reading from Isaiah we are offered a vision
of peace, even among those who are naturally enemies. The
concern of the awaited saviour will be to put right injustices
and give a voice to people who are poor and wretched.
In our Gospel reading you feel John the Baptist would be
perfectly at home in one of those old-style parish missions. As
he prepares the way for the Lord he launches into a fullblooded attack on the powers that be, the Pharisees and the
Sadducees. It is interesting that John does not specify the
failings of his antagonists. He highlights their assumption that
they are in the right through being children of Abraham, and he
suggests that they are not producing good fruit. The image he
chooses is that of a farmer separating wheat from the chaff
with his winnowing fan, not an image we can perhaps conjure
up easily today but an everyday sight at that time, and an
activity that demanded energy and vigour. The one who is to
come will be challenging and forceful too.
Any attempt to resolve this conundrum begins with Jesus
himself. He chooses to be the victim of violence rather than
invoke his mighty powers to bring home the truth of his
message. By doing this he reveals the nature of God. At the
same time he is in no way irresolute in confronting his
enemies. He is clear in his condemnation of the self-righteous
and those who use their positions of power to lord it over
others. He also seems to have become fairly exasperated by
the obtuseness of his disciples at times, in their case referring
more sadly to their lack of faith and their likely weakness under
attack.
His main concern is to find a way of communicating that gets
through to his listeners. Hence his frequent use of parables,
which tell stories, sometimes violent, sometimes even immoral,
with a sting in their tail. He is in pursuit of that change of heart,
the repentance first preached by John the Baptist but also at
the centre of his Gospel message. All of these elements seen
in Jesus offer us a way forward, both in our self-analysis and
also in the way we too try to communicate and live out his
Gospel.

The Living Word

Scripture Readings:
First Reading:
Isaiah 35:1-6, 10
Second Reading:
James 5:7-10
Gospel:
Matthew 11:2-11
ROSTERS
Scripture Readers:
Saturday Vigil:
Enrica Bova, Maria Del Vecchio
Sunday 9.00am:
Lynn Regan, Peter Etcell
Sunday 6.00pm:
Vicki Smith, Sue Smith
Ministers of Communion:
Saturday Vigil:
Rita Raco, Cathy Carrozza
Daniel Anastasi, Majella Hill
Sunday 9.00am:
Yvonne Molloy, Rhonda Albani
Carmel McKeough, Antonietta Catanzariti
Sunday 6.00pm:
Josie Banno, Carmelina De Francesco
Children’s Liturgy:
Sunday 9.00am
Kate Svoboda
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CHRISTMAS BUSH
We are seeking donations of Christmas bush to adorn our
Church this Christmas. If you have any to spare please
leave in the Church before or after masses on Saturday
21st & Sunday 22nd December in the bucket/s to be
provided by St Joseph’s altar . Thank you.
LIGHTS OF CHRISTMAS
Celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the Lights of
Christmas at St Mary’s Cathedral with a special
Opening Night Concert featuring Friar Alessandro, the
Voice from Assisi, and internationally acclaimed
Australian pianist Vivian Choi.
A wonderful free community event starting Thursday,
5 December with the Opening Night Concert from
7.30pm.
A Sydney tradition, the Lights of Christmas runs every
night until Christmas featuring a range of choirs.
ST JOAN OF ARC PIETY STALL

We invite you to share in the Sacraments of:
EUCHARIST:
Weekend
Saturday evening ……….………….…………...5.00pm
Italian Mass:…………….…………...………….....6.15pm
Sunday : ..…………………………….9.00am & 6.00pm
Weekdays: Tuesday (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of
anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)….7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am
Friday ….…………………………………….……...…9.15am
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

9am Sunday Mass in school term

RECONCILIATION
Saturday ……………………………..4:30pm—4.50pm
BAPTISM

SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am.

MARRIAGE Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least four months in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage
Course is encouraged.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to
those in need. The Eucharist will also be brought to those who
are ill or housebound upon request. Please notify the
Presbytery if members of your family or other parishioners are
in need of the Eucharist.
St Joan of Arc School

Principal: Des Fox
Office Phone 9798 9780

St Vincent’s Care Services Haberfield
(formerly St Joan of Arc Villa)
Enquiries: 1800 778 767
Have you changed your name,
address, or phone number?
If you have a WWCC don’t forget
to update your details at
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au

On the weekends leading up to Christmas we will
have a Christmas Gift Stall outside the Piety Stall in
the church foyer after the 5pm Vigil Mass on
Saturday and 9am Mass on Sunday Morning, unless
all sold beforehand.
After 6pm Mass on Sunday evening these
items will be found in the Piety Stall.

Also available for sale are Padre Pio 2020
calendars and books in English and
Italian.
LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Recently Deceased: Angelo Ingegneri, Sabina Bacchetto, Tina
Torrisi, Santa Pulciani, Connie Maling, Amalia De Rose, Carmelo
Di Bartolo, Nunziata La Greca, Carmela Cutrufello, Colleen
Shearer, Giuseppe Angilletta, Giuseppe Calautti, Concettina Di
Bello, Doreen Lucantonio, Rosina Russo, Carmela Coluccio,
Giovanni Parisi, Giuseppe Rinaldi, Matteo Bellantoni, Maria
Angilletta, Pat Blake, Orazio Di Stefano, Bruno Orsatti
Rest in Peace:
John Carey, Vincenzo Giannini, Marie Moir,
Mario Scardilli, Vince Franze, Angelo Giannetto, Victor
Vyekoslav Kasal, Pedro Mantilla, Blanca Mantilla, Marco
Antonio Handabak, Wanda Angelucci, Valentina Mannino, Maria
Fresta, Carmelo Coluccio, Joe Mostyn, Provvidenza Spataro,
Silvana Manfre', Maria Albore i Nigro, Giovanni Carrolo,
Tindiglia & Brancatisano families, Gaspare D’onofrio, Tonino Di
Giantomaso, Rosaria Di Bella, Giuseppina Macagni, Provvidenza
Spataro, Olimpia & Domenico Spadaro, Antonio Cardillo, Joyce
Tolhurst, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Dominic Banno, John &
Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari &
Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo,
Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Vittoria Lavechia, Peter Cuddy,
Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha
Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna
Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan
Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

