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22nd September, 2019   YEAR C                           25TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

A reading from the prophet Amos 8:4-7  
 
Listen to this, you who trample on the needy 
and try to suppress the poor people of the country, 
you who say, 'When will New Moon be over 
so that we can sell our corn, 
and sabbath, so that we can market our wheat? 
Then by lowering the bushel, raising the shekel, 
by swindling and tampering with the scales, 
we can buy up the poor for money, 
and the needy for a pair of sandals, 
and get a price even for the sweepings of the wheat.' 
The Lord swears it by the pride of Jacob, 
'Never will I forget a single thing you have done.' 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 112:1-2, 4-8  
 
R. Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor. 
 
Praise, O servants of the Lord, 
praise the name of the Lord! 
May the name of the Lord be blessed 
both now and for evermore! R. 
 
High above all nations is the Lord, 
above the heavens his glory. 
Who is like the Lord, our God, 
who has risen on high to his throne 
yet stoops from the heights to look down, 
to look down upon heaven and earth? R. 
 
From the dust he lifts up the lowly, 
from the dungheap he raises the poor 
to set him in the company of princes, 
yes, with the princes of his people. R. 
 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to Timothy 2:1-8  
 
My advice is that, first of all, there should be prayers offered for 
everyone - petitions, intercessions and thanksgiving - and especially 
for kings and others in authority, so that we may be able to live 
religious and reverent lives in peace and quiet. To do this is right, and 
will please God our saviour: he wants everyone to be saved and 
reach full knowledge of the truth. For there is only one God, and there 
is only one mediator between God and humankind, himself a man, 
Christ Jesus, who sacrificed himself as a ransom for them all. He is 
the evidence of this, sent at the appointed time, and I have been 
named a herald and apostle of it and - I am telling the truth and no lie 
- a teacher of the faith and the truth to the pagans. 

In every place, then, I want the men to lift their hands up reverently 
in prayer, with no anger or argument. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation Corinthians 8:9  
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus Christ was rich but he became poor, 
to make you rich out of his poverty. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 16:1-13  
 
Jesus said to his disciples, 'There was a rich man and he had a 
steward who was denounced to him for being wasteful with his 
property. He called for the man and said, "What is this I hear about 
you? Draw me up an account of your stewardship because you are 
not to be my steward any longer." Then the steward said to himself, 
"Now that my master is taking the stewardship from me, what am I 
to do? Dig? I am not strong enough. Go begging? I should be too 
ashamed. Ah, I know what I will do to make sure that when I am 
dismissed from office there will be some to welcome me into their 
homes." 
'Then he called his master's debtors one by one. To the first he 
said, "How much do you owe my master?" "One hundred measures 
of oil" was the reply. The steward said, "Here, take your bond; sit 
down straight away and write fifty." To another he said, "And you, 
sir, how much do you owe?" "One hundred measures of wheat" 
was the reply. The steward said, "Here, take your bond and write 
eighty." 
'The master praised the dishonest steward for his astuteness. For 
the children of this world are more astute in dealing with their own 
kind than are the children of light. 
'And so I tell you this: use money, tainted as it is, to win you friends, 
and thus make sure that when it fails you, they will welcome you 
into the tents of eternity. The man who can be trusted in little things 
can be trusted in great; the man who is dishonest in little things will 
be dishonest in great. If then you cannot be trusted with money, 
that tainted thing, who will trust you with genuine riches? And if you 
cannot be trusted with what is not yours, who will give you what is 
your very own? 
'No servant can be the slave of two masters: he will either hate the 
first and love the second, or treat the first with respect and the 
second with scorn. You cannot be the slave both of God and of 
money.' 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Reflection 
 

“How much do you owe my master?” 
 

A few years before the great global financial crisis began in 2008, a man who worked in the insurance trade was explaining to his friend 
how when they insured a ship, the company often could not actually afford to pay out, so that company would take out insurance itself 
for the possible loss, with another company. Sometimes, he said, you would find that this company had also taken out insurance, in 
case it was asked to pay out. The friend asked what seemed an obvious question: “Who is insuring the ship, then?” The man had to 
stop and think about this for a moment, and then said, “That’s a good question.” 
Some years after the collapse of 2008, his friend reminded him of this conversation. The man had forgotten it, but he did say that 
analysis of some companies had shown that they were relying on other companies to pay out, who themselves relied on other 
companies. Yet it turned out that this could be circular: company A insured with company B, which is insured with company C, and so 
on till you come to a company that is itself insured with company A. We are, in effect, living in a world of never-ending debt. 
So in fact the unjust steward in today’s Gospel parable is, perhaps, on to something, because one solution to the problem of debt is to 
let people off with their own debt. But the steward does it for unjust reasons, seeking his own benefit. However, remember that all 
Jesus’ parables are about God. To the question, “How much do you owe my master?” - if the master is, in fact, God—the answer is, 
quite simply, “Everything.” 
We owe everything to God, not just our life, our existence, but the redemption we are offered in Christ and the promise of eternal 
happiness. If it were a matter of justice, there could be no possibility of us every being able to pay off our debts. The saints and the 
angels joyously live in eternal debt to God, because God is the giver and we—all of us who are part of God’s creation—are the 
receivers. Only pride would make us resent this undeniable truth. It was through pride, and pride alone, that the bad angels fell. Yet it 
is also true that, because God became incarnate in Jesus Christ, we are allowed to share in the redemption of the world. This is not 
because God needs us to do it, nor is it because we need to do it. We could perfectly well be redeemed by a simple act of God’s 
mercy. Yet God has decided to give us the greater gift of allowing us to act as givers ourselves. It is a bit like parents giving their 
children money so that the children can buy them presents. 
The unjust steward abuses his master’s money, driven by his own self-interest. Yet it is mercy that is the wealth of God that we are to 
share with others; God is “generous with his mercy”, or, in some translations, “rich in mercy”, as St Paul tells the Ephesians. The 
Lord’s Prayer speaks of debt as well as sin, because sin is a kind of debt. Yet it is a debt we have no claim on. We forgive the debt of 
other people’s sins against us, because we are in such an enormous debt to God ourselves. 
It is not the function of the Church to solve financial problems. Often there are complex reasons behind a financial crisis, which require 
a great deal of thought and discussion to resolve. Yet at the same time there are also, often enough, simple reasons behind the 
economic turmoil: greed, dishonesty, pride. Such qualities are very much the concern of the Church. They are sins of the heart. 
It only grace that can resolve the knots which those sins make in people’s lives, and only grace can offer mercy that God has asked us 
to share with all God’s people. Merciful people cut the knot, open the door, lead the way forwards and bring us to heaven. Or, to put it 
another way, the best kind of economy is an economy of giving, and the best kind of giving is forgiving. 
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Sister Stan Mumuni is at the forefront of the Church’s 
work in reaching out to children in need in Ghana. As 
the director of the Nazareth Home for God’s Children, 
Sister Stan works endlessly to provide education, 
healthcare and a safe home for children rescued from 
life-threatening situations. 

In line with traditional beliefs, in parts of Ghana, 
children born with a disability, or whose mother passes 
during childbirth, are considered to be ‘spirit children’ 
and thus at risk of being harmed or killed. The Church 
in Ghana is dedicated to protecting these children and 
educating families to ensure every child has a chance 
to live a full life. The Nazareth Home for God’s Children 
is among the pioneers in this crucial mission. 

Today you have the opportunity to personally partner 
with the Church in Ghana and offer monthly support to 
this essential work. All gifts will be directed to life-
saving projects for children in need. Your one-off gift 
today is also very much appreciated and will make a 
great difference to those in need. 

Freecall: 1800 257 296  

catholicmission.org.au/Ghana 

DO NOTDO NOT  

Our Appeal 
 
21/22 September  

We Celebrate  
S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  S u n d a y   

On 29 September, 2019. 
 

The Australian Bishop’s Social 
Justice Statement is titled:  
“Making it Real: Genuine human 
encounter in our digital world.” 
It shares Pope Francis’ challenge to 
us to ‘boldly become citizens of the 
digital world.’ It points out that we 
are called not just to be inhabitants 
of this world, but active citizens 
shaping it. 
 
For further details about the Social 
Justice Statement, visit the Office 
for social Justice website 
(www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au) 
or call (02) 8306 3499.  
 
Follow us on Facebook: 
@socialjusticeACBC or Twitter: 
@Justice Catholic 
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In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  

without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 

on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 

or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDINGS - September 2019 
  And the two shall become one 

 

Nicholas Sardisco & Juliana Merlo 

Shane Scaltrito &Maryanne Kuryo 

Have you changed your name, 
address, or phone number?  
If you have a WWCC don’t forget 
to update your details at  
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au  

BAPTISMS - September 2019 
We welcome these children into God’s family  

and our parish community 
 

Xavier Bartolillo, Marlo Bartolillo, Remy Schmitt,                       

Noah Dal Broi, Leo La Rocca,                                                      

Azalea-Jade Mustafa, Orlando Grippa  

The Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation for St Joan of Arc Parish young people: 

 
CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL  

 
First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 at 7pm 

 
CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 
 
First Communion: Sunday, 24th November, 2019 at 10.30am. 
Information Night: Tuesday 15th October, 2019 at 7pm 
Commitment Masses:  19th & 20th October, 2019 

 
(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date - 

Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at 
gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register) 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased:   Concettina Di Bello, Doreen Lucantonio, 

Rosina Russo, Carmela Coluccio, Giovanni Parisi, Giuseppe 

Rinaldi, Matteo Bellantoni, Maria Angilletta, Pat Blake, Orazio 

Di Stefano, Bruno Orsatti, Ivan Portelli, Domenica Punturiero, 

Primo Vaccher, Teresina Bordignon, Fred Pace, Titta Melia, 

Elizabeth Ziegler, Maria Gullo, Angela Gaitanos, Chris Boyd 
 

Rest in Peace:     Joe Mostyn, Provvidenza Spataro, Silvana 

Manfre', Maria Albore i Nigro, Giovanni Carrolo, Tindiglia & 

Brancatisano families, Gaspare D’onofrio, Tonino Di 

Giantomaso, Rosaria Di Bella, Giuseppina Macagni, 

Provvidenza Spataro, Olimpia & Domenico Spadaro, Antonio 

Cardillo, George & Miriam Parkhill, Alan Smithers, Joyce 

Tolhurst, Monica Christiansen, Salvatore Orsini, Antonio 

Gorga, Anne Brennan, Marco Angeloni, Tony Attard, Pietro 

Banno, Jack McEnally, Dominic Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, 

Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families,  

John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank 

Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 

members of our community:  Peter Cuddy, Carmel McNally, 

Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,  Aitken 

Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, 

Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, 

Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 
 
 

 

 

Social Committee Social Committee   
Upcoming events  
  
  
 
Sunday 13th October  - Parish morning tea after 9am mass 
 
Saturday 26th October  - 10.30am Mass of Anointing followed 
by morning tea. 
 
Saturday 2nd November - Kindergarten Family Mass at 5pm 
followed by supper in the Mother Theresa Courtyard 
 
Sunday 17th November  - 9am Memorial Mass followed by 
morning tea 
 
Events will be in the Mother Teresa Courtyard. 
  
If you can please bring a plate of food to share. 
  

Next week: 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Scripture Readings: 
First Reading:   Amos 6:1, 4-7 
Second Reading:  1 Timothy 6:11-16 
Gospel:   Luke 16:19-31 
 
ROSTERS  
Scripture Readers:  
Saturday Vigil:  Annamaria Carey, Judith Molloy 
Sunday 9.00am: Carmel McKeough, Don Bastone 
Sunday 6.00pm: Loredana Bianco, Maria Greenaway 
                                                                                                                                               
Ministers of Communion:  
Saturday Vigil:          Majella Hill, Helen Clarke 
   Daniel Anastasi, Alex Mediati 
Sunday 9.00am:         Maria Calabrese, Beatrice Bastone 
   Grace Mediati, Rita Piras 
Sunday 6.00pm:          Peter Doyle, Melissa Lentini 
 
Children’s Liturgy: 
Sunday 9.00am         Anna-Maria Stephens 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We invite you to share in the Sacraments of: 

EUCHARIST: 
Weekend   Saturday evening ……….………….…………...5.00pm 
                    Italian Mass:…………….…………...………….....6.15pm 
         Sunday : ..…………………………….9.00am & 6.00pm 
Weekdays:  Tuesday  (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of  

                          anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)….7.30pm 
  Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am 
  Friday ….…………………………………….……...…9.15am 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  9am  Sunday Mass in school term 
 

RECONCILIATION 
  Saturday   ……………………………..4:30pm—4.50pm 
 

BAPTISM  SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month  at 
  11am. 
 

MARRIAGE Arrangements for a wedding must be made at 
least four months in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage 
Course is encouraged. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to 
those in need.  The Eucharist will also be brought to those who 
are ill or housebound upon request. Please notify the 
Presbytery if members of your family or other parishioners are 
in need of the Eucharist. 
 

St Joan of Arc School    Principal: Des Fox 
       Office Phone 9798 9780 
 

St Vincent’s Care Services Haberfield  
(formerly St Joan of Arc Villa)  Enquiries: 1800 778 767 

If you are a volunteer for a ministry 
which involves working with or being 
in contact with children and have not 
yet applied for a Working with 
Children Check then you will need to 
do so.  Apply at 
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au  

If you volunteer for one of the following ministries: 
 
Sacramental Programme  
Catechists in State Schools  
Children’s Liturgy  
Children’s Choir  
Acolytes and Senior Altar Servers  
Ministers of the Altar  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (COMMUNION MINISTERS) 
Ministers of the Word  (READERS) 
Parish Counters/Collectors (CHURCH WARDENS) 
Eucharist Ministers to the Homebound  
 
YOU NEED A WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK YOU NEED A WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK to comply with 
Archdiocesan  and Government regulations 
 
To apply or for more details, go to www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check. 
 
If you need assistance in completing this form or do not have access to the 
internet or a computer please call (02) 9286 7219 for assistance. 
 
Please Note: that if you have a Working With Children Check it expires after 
5 years. 
Have you checked to see if your WWC number has expired and needs to be 
renewed? 

WALK WITH CHRIST 

All parishioners are asked to save the date for a very special 

celebration for all Sydney Catholics. 

Please join your fellow Sydneysiders in the Walk with Christ 

annual Eucharistic Procession through the streets of Sydney 

on the FEAST OF CHRIST THE KING ON NOVEMBER 24 AT 2.30PM. 

Thousands of people took part in last year’s joyful public 

proclamation and act of worship to invoke Christ’s blessing 

upon our beautiful city. 

Meet at the corner of Martin Place & Pitt Street at 2.30pm on 

November 24. 

FEAST DAYS 
 
Monday 23rd September 

St Pius of Pietrelcina 
 
Friday 27th September 

St Vincent de Paul 
 

 You are invited to pray the Rosary 3 times after 
Wednesday 9am mass for Our  Lady, Mary 
Mother and Queen to the Eternal Father to help 
stop the abortion bill being enacted. 
This will be an ongoing event every Wednesday 
until the issue has been resolved. 

‘Peace begins with a smile.” 
Mother Teresa 

Plenary Council Listening and 
Discernment 

The Plenary Council invites people to 
continue to participate in the journey 
towards the Council sessions in 2020 and 2021. The 
“Listening and Discernment” phase recently opened and a 
guide has been developed to encourage groups to take 
part in communal discernment on the National Themes 
for Discernment. Learn more about the Christian practice 
of discernment and download the guide, “Let’s Listen and 
Discern”, at www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au  

  

 
 
 

 

ST MARY'S CATHEDRAL IS 
RECRUITING FOR NEW VOLUNTEERS 

If you have a love of history and 
architecture, these passions can be 
brought to life by becoming a St Mary's 
Cathedral Volunteer Tour Guide. St 
Mary's Cathedral welcomes thousands of 
visitors on a daily basis, and Volunteer 
Tour Guides play an important role in 
helping visitor groups and tourists to 
explore the largest Cathedral in the 
Southern hemisphere. All are welcome 
to apply, as pArevious experience is not 
required. Tour guide training and 
induction will be provided. If you are 
interested, please contact the Special 
L i tu r g i e s  O f f i c er  v i a  em a i l 
jennifer.foo@stmaryscathedral.org.au or 
phone 02 9220 0453  

THE CATHOLIC  WEEKLY 
Want to know what is happening in the Catholic Church here in 
Sydney, around the country and abroad? Then visit  
https://www.catholicweekly.com.au   
The website has daily updates of breaking news, features, 
commentary and video from Australia and the world. The Catholic 
Weekly online has built a proud reputation as a news-breaking brand 
that sets the agenda on Catholic discussion. It is also mobile 
compliant and can be read anywhere, anytime at your convenience. 

Safeguarding: Keeping Our Communities Safe 
We understand how difficult it can be for people who 
have experienced abuse to make a complaint. We have 
developed a Listening to You card, which is available in 

all our parishes to provide guidance for those wishing to 
make a complaint. We want to support you in this 
process and we can provide access to counselling and 
support services if needed. For assistance, please 
contact  
safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org or visit 
www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/   

https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
mailto:safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org
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