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A reading from the book of Wisdom 18:6-9  
 
That night had been foretold to our ancestors, 
so that, 
once they saw what kind of oaths they had put their trust in, 
they would joyfully take courage. 
This was the expectation of your people, 
the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of their enemies; 
for by the same act with which you took vengeance on our foes 
you made us glorious by calling us to you. 
The devout children of worthy men offered sacrifice in secret 
and this divine pact they struck with one accord: 
that the saints would share the same blessings and dangers alike; 
and forthwith they had begun to chant the hymns of the fathers. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 32:1, 12, 18-20, 22  
 
R. Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own. 
 
Ring out your joy to the Lord, O you just; 
for praise is fitting for loyal hearts. 
They are happy, whose God is the Lord, 
the people he has chosen as his own. R. 
 
The Lord looks on those who revere him, 
on those who hope in his love, 
to rescue their souls from death, 
to keep them alive in famine. R. 
 
Our soul is waiting for the Lord. 
The Lord is our help and our shield. 
May your love be upon us, O Lord, 
as we place all our hope in you. R. 
 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19  
 
Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the 
existence of the realities that at present remain unseen. It was for faith 
that our ancestors were commended. 
It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a country that 
was the inheritance given to him and his descendants, and that he set 
out without knowing where he was going. By faith he arrived, as a 
foreigner, in the Promised Land, and lived there as if in a strange 
country, with Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same 
promise. They lived there in tents while he looked forward to a city 
founded, designed and built by God. 
It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was 
made able to conceive, because she believed that he who had made 
the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came from 
one man, and one who was already as good as dead himself, more 
descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars of heaven or 
the grains of sand on the seashore. 
All these died in faith, before receiving any of the things that had been 
promised, but they saw them in the far distance and welcomed them, 
recognising that they were only strangers and nomads on earth. People 
who use such terms about themselves make it quite plain that they are 
in search of their real homeland.  They can hardly have meant the 
country they came from, since they had the opportunity to go back to it; 
but in fact they were longing for a better homeland, their heavenly 

homeland.  That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God, 
since he has founded the city for them. 
It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac.  He 
offered to sacrifice his only son even though the promises had been 
made to him and he had been told:  It is through Isaac that your name 
will be carried on.  He was confident that God had the power even to 
raise the dead, and so, figuratively speaking, he was given back Isaac 
from the dead. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42, 44  
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Be watchful and ready: 
You know not when the Son of Man is coming. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 12:32-48  
 
Jesus said to his disciples: 'There is no need to be afraid, little flock, for 
it has pleased your Father to give you the kingdom. 
'Sell your possessions and give alms. Get yourselves purses that do not 
wear out, treasure that will not fail you, in heaven where no thief can 
reach it and no moth destroy it. For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 
'See that you are dressed for action and have your lamps lit. Be like 
men waiting for their master to return from the wedding feast, ready to 
open the door as soon as he comes and knocks. Happy those servants 
whom the master finds awake when he comes. I tell you solemnly, he 
will put on an apron, sit them down at table and wait on them. It may be 
in the second watch he comes, or in the third, but happy those servants 
if he finds them ready. You may be quite sure of this, that if the 
householder had known at what hour the burglar would come, he would 
not have let anyone break through the wall of his house. You too must 
stand ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not 
expect.' 
Peter said, 'Lord, do you mean this parable for us, or for everyone?' The 
Lord replied, 'What sort of steward, then, is faithful and wise enough for 
the master to place him over his household to give them their allowance 
of food at the proper time? Happy that servant if his master's arrival 
finds him at this employment. I tell you truly, he will place him over 
everything he owns. But as for the servant who says to himself, "My 
master is taking his time coming", and sets about beating the 
menservants and the maids, and eating and drinking and getting drunk, 
his master will come on a day he does not expect and at an hour he 
does not know. The master will cut him off and send him to the same 
fate as the unfaithful. 
'The servant who knows what his master wants, but has not even 
started to carry out those wishes, will receive very many strokes of the 
lash. The one who did not know, but deserves to be beaten for what he 
has done, will receive fewer strokes. When a man has had a great deal 
given him, a great deal will be demanded of him; when a man has had a 
great deal given him on trust, even more will be expected of him.' 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 YEAR C                              19TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                             Page 4 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Reflection 
 

“See that you are dressed for action.” 
 

We sometimes hear stories of dramatic rescues of people in life-threatening situations. In July 2018, a team of young Thai 
footballers were trapped in a flooded cave and were only rescued after many days of careful planning and daring underwater 
manoeuvres by skilful divers. The boys and their coach hadn’t expected to be trapped by the flood waters caused by the monsoons. 
Similarly, many people go out walking in the mountains, or swimming in the sea, without expecting anything untoward to happen to 
them. Often they are totally unprepared for changes in the weather, which can transform gentle exercise into a terrifying ordeal both 
for them and those who set out to rescue them. Sometimes they are lucky, but on many occasions there is a tragic outcome; and 
the experts warn us to make adequate preparations, to wear appropriate clothing, to listen to advice from those in the know: to be 
prepared. 
Such is the recommendation of Jesus in today’s Gospel: “See that you are dressed for action and have your lamps lit.” However , 
this involves more than watching the weather forecast and making sure we have sturdy walking shoes; it has to do with faith. Today 
we are given the example of Abraham, who set out in search of a new life, a new family, in a new land. We have no idea what 
preparations he made for his journey, except that he went in response to a call from God. When everything seemed to be stacked 
against him, Abraham put his trust in God and kept going. It is the same story with the family of Abraham at a later stage in  the 
history of God’s people. They made a covenant with God, believing that the God of their ancestors would save the virtuous and 
punish their enemies. 
And in the Gospel, Jesus instructs his disciples that, while God the Father has fulfilled his promises by giving them the kingdom, 
they still have to have the right attitude: faith to keep going; not allowing themselves to be bogged down in the material treasures of 
this world, but always focusing on the everlasting treasure of heaven. He gives them the example of a faithful servant who is always 
at his duties while waiting for the master’s return. 
So what does it mean for us to walk by faith today? If the example of our ancestors in faith is anything to go by, we are in a similar 
situation. St Luke is writing his Gospel for a community of new Christians who are expecting the return of Jesus at any time. But it 
hasn’t happened yet and their natural tendency is to fall back into well-established patterns of behaviour. When we expect 
something to happen imminently, it tends to sharpen our focus, whereas the routine of every day encourages us into taking things 
more easily. If we had a more pressing sense of the Lord’s return, wouldn’t we be more fervent in our prayer, in our response  to our 
duties, more sensitive to the needs of the world around us? But, as it is, many of us do just as much as we feel necessary to  keep 
us in touch with God and the Church. We respond to the various appeals for our charity with an every-increasing sense of 
detachment, and, little by little, we find our life filling up with things that we think are more important or interesting than a relationship 
with a God who seems to us more and more distant from our daily experience of life. 
The challenge of Jesus today reminds us of this ever-present tendency to let our faith drift. We have been entrusted with the great 
treasure of our faith. It is not simply a personal gift for us to take or leave. It brings with it a responsibility for the generations that 
follow us. Because Abraham believed, God was able to establish his family of faith. Because of people like Moses and the prophets, 
this faith prepared for the coming of Christ. Because of the faith of the disciples, we have been able to receive the Good News, the 
sacraments, the promise of eternal life. Now it is our turn not only to receive but to share what we have received, and we do this first 
of all by living a life of love and service with and for others. So are you dressed and ready for action, or are you just wai ting for the 
storms of this life to surprise and overwhelm you? 
 

The Living Word 

© Liturgia Liturgy Brisbane 2019 

WEEKEND RETREAT FOR ADULTS  

Friday 1st November 5 pm to Sunday 3rd November 3 pm 
With details to be finalised this is a great weekend to get away 

for some peace and prayer, in the lovely retreat centre at Mt 

Schoenstatt .Spirituality Centre (230 Fairlight Road, Mulgoa 

NSW 2745)  

 You will experience the graces of the Shrine along with 

comfortable and clean, twin share rooms with ensuite, home 

cooked meals and the tranquil atmosphere of the property. To 

express your interest in this weekend please phone: 02 4773 

8338 or email: info@schoenstatt.org.au. Further details will be 

provided in the next few weeks. 

 
 Many thanks to all who have 

alreadydonated so generously to this 

appeal.Donation envelopes can still be 

found on church pews. Your donation will 

support the works of charitable agencies 

in the CATHOLIC ARCHDIOCESE OF 

SYDNEY 

 
PUTTING RUNGS ON THE LADDER 
TRI-DIOCESAN GATHERING  
 
A Dinner Reflecting on the Australian Catholic  
Social Justice Statement 2018-2019 
 
‘A Place to Call Home: Making a Home for Everyone in our Land’ 

THURSDAY 29TH AUGUST 2019 
6.00pm [for 6.30pm] - 9.00pm 

Parramatta Cathedral Hall 
Marist Place Parramatta 

RSVP 23rd August 2019 
Louise 02 8838 3462 
Pina     02 8379 1627 
Ruth    02 9307 8462 
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In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  

without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 

on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 

or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

WEDDINGS - August 2019 
  And the two shall become one 

 

Alessandro Di Donato & Danielle Demarinis-Ulloa 

Christopher Popovic & Francesca D'Onofrio 

Have you changed your name, 
address, or phone number?  
If you have a WWCC don’t forget 
to update your details at  
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au  

PIETY STALL 
 

Gifts for children & adults 
 

a variety of books available –  
topics include stories of the saints;  

The Commandments; The Seven Sacraments;  
 

Statues; Rosary Beads; Holy Cards. 
 

 Baptismal, First Holy Communion and Confirmation gifts. 
New stock now available. 

 
All Welcome to browse!!! 

BAPTISMS - August, 2019 
We welcome these children into God’s family  

and our parish community 
 

Selene La Rocca  

The Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation for St Joan of Arc Parish young people: 

 
CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL  

 
First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 at 7pm 
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 17th September, 2019 7pm  
Commitment Masses: 21st & 22nd September, 2019 
 
First Communion: Sunday 18 and 25 August, 2019  at 10.30am 

 

CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 
 
First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 4th September, 2019 at 7pm 
Commitment Masses:  3rd & 4th August, 2019 
 
First Communion: Sunday, 24th November, 2019 at 10.30am. 
Information Night: Tuesday 15th October, 2019 at 7pm 
Commitment Masses:  19th & 20th October, 2019 

 
(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date - 

Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at 
gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register) 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased:  Pat Blake, Orazio Di Stefano, Bruno 

Orsatti, Ivan Portelli, Domenica Punturiero, Primo Vaccher, 

Teresina Bordignon, Fred Pace, Titta Melia, Elizabeth Ziegler, 

Maria Gullo, Angela Gaitanos, Chris Boyd, Antonio Di Gori, 

Pasquale Sacchetti, Giuseppe Scardilli, Andreana Marchese, 

Giuseppe Aversa, Antonio Raiti, Giovanni Cassino 
 

Rest in Peace:   Olimpia & Domenico Spadaro, Antonio 

Cardillo, George & Miriam Parkhill, Alan Smithers, Joyce 

Tolhurst, Monica Christiansen, Salvatore Orsini, Antonio 

Gorga, Anne Brennan, Marco Angeloni, Tony Attard, Vincenzo 

Barca, Francesco Barca, Saverio Scarfone, Pietro Banno, 

Dominic & Catherine Sidoti, Vincenzo Barca, Francesco Barca, 

Madge Dorman, Emma Power, Sergio Volpato, Danilo Daniel, 

Michael & Mary Kayrooz, Sr Mary John Kayrooz, SR M 

Domenica Bordignon, Annibale Pagura, Maureen Johnston, 

Erminio Coruzzi, Lucia Coruzzi, Jack McEnally, Dominic 

Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina 

Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families,  John & Moya Phillips, Mons 

Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 

members of our community:  Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, 

Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,  Aitken Family, Liz 

Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline 

Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, 

Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 
 
 

 

 

Next week: 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Scripture Readings: 
First Reading:   Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 12:1-4 
Gospel:   Luke 12:49-53 
 
ROSTERS  
Scripture Readers:  
Saturday Vigil:  Marea Dorman, Helen Clarke 
Sunday 9.00am: Kate Svoboda, Hannah Svoboda 
Sunday 6.00pm: Vicki Smith, Sue Smith 
                                                                                                                                               
Ministers of Communion:  
Saturday Vigil:          Daniel Anastasi, Cathy Carrozza 
   Maria Wheeler, Majella Hill 
Sunday 9.00am:         Yvonne Molloy, Chris Molloy 
   Carmel McKeough, Ruth Davis 
Sunday 6.00pm:          Carmelina De Francesco, Lucy Denley 
 
Children’s Liturgy: 
Sunday 9.00am         Kevin Quessy 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We invite you to share in the Sacraments of: 

EUCHARIST: 
Weekend   Saturday evening ……….………….…………...5.00pm 
                    Italian Mass:…………….…………...………….....6.15pm 
         Sunday : ..…………………………….9.00am & 6.00pm 
Weekdays:  Tuesday  (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of  

                          anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)….7.30pm 
  Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am 
  Friday ….…………………………………….……...…9.15am 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  9am  Sunday Mass in school term 
 

RECONCILIATION 
  Saturday   ……………………………..4:30pm—4.50pm 
 

BAPTISM  SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month  at 
  11am. 
 

MARRIAGE Arrangements for a wedding must be made at 
least four months in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage 
Course is encouraged. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to 
those in need.  The Eucharist will also be brought to those who 
are ill or housebound upon request. Please notify the 
Presbytery if members of your family or other parishioners are 
in need of the Eucharist. 
 

St Joan of Arc School    Principal: Des Fox 
       Office Phone 9798 9780 
 

St Vincent’s Care Services Haberfield  
(formerly St Joan of Arc Villa)  Enquiries: 1800 778 767 

If you are a volunteer for a ministry 
which involves working with or 
being in contact with children and 
have not yet applied for a Working 
with Children Check then you will 
need to do so.  Apply at 
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au  

NEW ROSTER FOR MINISTRIES 2019-2020 

So that we know everyone has received their new 

roster via email, would you please send a reply to 

Rhonda ASAP if you have not already done so. 

Thank you. 

 
 
 
 
 

FIVE DOCK AREA SCHOOLS 
(including Five Dock, Mortlake, Concord West, Concord, 

Haberfield, North Leichhardt Parishes among others) 
FUTURE SCHOOLING CONSULTATION 

 
As part of Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) commitment to the 
provision of the very best Catholic education for students, we are 
beginning a process of consultation about future schooling 
opportunities. Each parishioner is invited to contribute to the process 
of planning for the future needs of our students across the  Inner 
Western Region.  
 
Community consultation will be held across Term 3 (July to 
September). This process will be led by an independent consulting 
firm, KJA. It will include school and parish, together with workshops 
and focus groups. The first phase of the consultation is a survey. The 
survey can be accessed on https://tinyurl.com/y5z9qqdo and will be 
open until Friday 16 August 2019.  
 
A proposed combined Parish Workshop for the parishes of the Five 
Dock Area will be held at the All Hallows Parish Hall on Wednesday 
21 August (7:00pm – 8:00pm). Everyone is invited to attend. Further 
details to follow. 
  
The future of Catholic education is exciting and we look forward to 
working with you to explore a bright tomorrow for our students.  
  
If you have any questions please contact Peter Hughes at the: 
Inner Western Region Ph: 9643 3600 or email 
peter.hughes@syd.catholic.edu.au. 

‘If God can work through me, he can work through anyone.’  
Francis of Assisi 

FEAST DAYS 
 
Wednesday 14th August 
 
St Maximilian Mary Kolbe 
 

   

   Thursday 15th August 
 
          Feast of the                     

 Assumption  

              of the  

  Blessed Virgin Mary  
 
Masses for the Feast of the Assumption             

will be held at  
 

 9.15am and 

 7.00pm 
 
  This is a Holy Day of Obligation 

In honour of Our Blessed Lady and to 
add to the glory of her great Feast 
Day, The Gregorian Schola of Sydney 
will be visiting St Joan Of Arc and 
singing at the evening mass 7pm, 
Thursday 15 August. 

The Bishop’s Blend Cocktail Evening 

 

Looking to network with other young Catholic professionals and 

learn how to live your faith in the workplace? Then join the 

Most Rev Bishop Richard Umbers, Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney 

on  

Monday, 19 Aug 2019 at 6:00pm at the  

Radisson Blu Plaza Hotel Sydney  
for The Bishop’s Blend Cocktail Evening for young 

professionals. Online booking is essential. For more information 

and to purchase tickets go to  

https://bishopsblendcocktailninthed.eventbrite.com.au or contact 

us at bishopsblend@sydneycatholic.org     

TRIBUNAL OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 
 

Outreaching to all of those who have experienced a marriage break-
down and question the validity of their first marriage as understood by 
the Church. 
Inquiries: 9307 8300 or email: admin@sydneytribunal.org.au 

Congratulations to the Italian Community and 
Committee on the successful and fitting celebration in 
honour of Mary, Mother and Queen. 

https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
https://bishopsblendcocktailninthed.eventbrite.com.au
mailto:bishopsblend@sydneycatholic.org

