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Welcome to

Reflection

“This son of mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found.”
Coral Atkins, who died in 2016, was an English actress whose best-known role was in the 1970s TV series A Family at War. In 1971,
while officially opening a children’s home, she became distressed at the plight of a child there. She determined to open her own home
for disturbed and disadvantaged children, very often children who came from violent homes or had traumatic experiences. Coral’s first
project housed ten children. One little girl screamed from the moment she awoke until the moment she fell asleep; another lit tle girl
never spoke and was obsessed with washing her hands. Several children destroyed their beautiful rooms—pulling wallpaper off the
walls or breaking the furniture—but she immediately forgave them and repaired the rooms again. One boy tried to burn the house
down, but she showed him mercy. She once fired a matron who smacked one of the children.
Altogether, Coral took in thirty-seven children in her lifetime. Her career took second place to her vocation to help disturbed children.
The children, when treated with respect and affection, slowly became a supportive family. Coral had the gift of empathy, gentleness
and compassion. The children in turn learnt to feel affirmed and loved. The story has echoes of today’s Gospel story of a wayward
child and a merciful parent.
Today’s parable is one of the best known and best loved stories in the Bible. While it is generally called the parable of the prodigal
son, the focus is not only on the prodigal son and his repentance but on the father and his mercy. Incidentally, the story co uld be
called the parable of the resentful brother, since it is also about a brother who was very indignant about his younger brothe r’s selfindulgence and angry with his father for showing mercy towards him. Resentment has stolen his joy. He has been loyal to his father
and his estate, an upright member of the community, and feels he deserves to be the sole inheritor of his father’s wealth.
The father’s mercy and love encompass both sons. He wants not only his younger son back, but his elder son as well. but will that
elder son respond to his father’s plea or remain stuck in bitterness? This is not a story that separates the two brothers into the good
one and the evil one. It is only the father who demonstrates goodness. He wants both to participate in his joy. “All I have is yours,” he
says to the elder son. The father’s unreserved, unlimited love is offered wholly and equally, he does not compare the two son s. He
expresses complete love according to their individual journeys.
The prodigal son is that part of us which is rebellious and irresponsible with the gifts God has placed in our lives. We reco gnise him in
ourselves when we go racing through the good experiences and things in life, unaware of the price and indifferent to long-term
consequences. Perhaps we are takers who gather everything we can to ourselves, or squander what we have. Perhaps we don’t show
appreciation for our parents and families. Today’s parable teaches that God offers people a second chance. Jesus calls for repentance
and assures us that it is never too late to turn around our lives to bear fruit in God’s eyes. God doesn’t give up on us when we do
things that are wrong and will always forgive us if we truly repent.
And what can we learn from the older brother’s jealousy? Are you carrying a resentment that is stealing your joy? Have you tried to be
less judgemental? How willing are you to reflect on this story for the rest of Lent, and do something about it so that Easter joy can be
yours?
Lent is an opportunity for new beginnings for ourselves and perhaps we should take the opportunity to give one another a second
chance, to show mercy, learning from the father in the story. Perhaps consider someone who has wronged us or someone who is
socially unacceptable. What can we do to give that person a second chance? Do we know of any young people on the margins of
society who need support, such as young offenders or young people trying to gain work skills after a long period of unemployment?
Where do you find yourself in this story? Which character do you find yourself most drawn to emotionally?
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Twenty-one year-old Michaela is helping to build a social enterprise for people with chronic illnesses at The
Purple House in Alice Springs. Featured in Project Compassion 2014, the First Australian-run Wellbeing
Program, uses its profits to connect and care for dialysis patients who are far from home.
As a Purple House trainee, Michaela completed a Certificate IV in business management. She was also
recently promoted from administration trainee to permanent employee, working on The Wellbeing Program.
The young Alywarr woman cares for patients as they receive dialysis and helps them to feel at home and
remain hopeful during treatment. Patients in turn pass on traditional knowledge to Michaela.
The program is run by the Western Desert Nganampa Walytja Palyantjaku Tjutaku Aboriginal Corporation, with support from
Caritas Australia.
First Australians are twice as likely to experience chronic kidney disease, and four times more likely to die from it than other
Australians*.
With the help of staff like Michaela, the Aboriginal-controlled service gives patients the opportunity to stay connected with their
culture. They do this through traditional healing practices and income-generating activities, such as making bush balms and
soaps.
Profits are invested back into supporting patients receiving remote care and help to get people on dialysis back on country. In
addition to completing her studies, Michaela has obtained a driver’s licence, is building her leadership skills running workshops
solo.
“Hope means having something to look forward to,” Michaela says. “I enjoy building relationships with the patients and learning
from them. If we keep our culture alive we can feel strong.”
Lives change when we all give 100%.
100%
You can donate through
●Parish envelopes,
●by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
●or phoning 1800 024 413.
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A reading from the book of Joshua 5:9-12
The Lord said to Joshua, 'Today I have taken the shame of Egypt
away from you.'
The Israelites pitched their camp at Gilgal and kept the Passover
there on the fourteenth day of the month, at evening in the plain of
Jericho. On the morrow of the Passover they tasted the produce of
that country, unleavened bread and roasted ears of corn, that same
day. From that time, from their first eating of the produce of that
country, the manna stopped falling. And having manna no longer, the
Israelites fed from that year onwards on what the land of Canaan
yielded.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 33:2-7
R. Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.
I will bless the Lord at all times,
his praise always on my lips;
In the Lord my soul shall make its boast.
The humble shall hear and be glad. R.
Glorify the Lord with me.
Together let us praise his name.
I sought the Lord and he answered me;
from all my terrors he set me free. R.
Look towards him and be radiant;
let your faces not be abashed.
This poor man called; the Lord heard him
and rescued him from all his distress. R.
A reading from the second letter of
St Paul to the Corinthians 5:17-21
For anyone who is in Christ, there is a new creation; the old creation
has gone, and now the new one is here. It is all God's work. It was
God who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the
work of handing on his reconciliation. In other words, God in Christ
was reconciling the world to himself, not holding men's faults against
them, and he has entrusted to us the news that they are reconciled.
So we are ambassadors for Christ; it is as though God were
appealing through us, and the appeal that we make in Christ's name
is: be reconciled to God. For our sake God made the sinless one into
sin, so that in him we might become the goodness of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation Luke 15:18
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
I will rise and go to my Father and tell him:
Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you.
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ!

31st March 2019

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 15:1-3, 11-32
The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of
Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes
complained. 'This man,' they said, 'welcomes sinners and eats with
them.' So he spoke this parable to them:
'A man had two sons. The younger said to his father, "Father, let me
have the share of the estate that would come to me." So the father
divided the property between them. A few days later, the younger son
got together everything he had and left for a distant country where he
squandered his money on a life of debauchery.
'When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine,
and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of
the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he
would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were eating
but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses and
said, "How many of my father's paid servants have more food than
they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place and
go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven and
against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me as
one of your paid servants." So he left the place and went back to his
father.
'While he was still a long way off, his father saw
him and was moved with pity. He ran to the boy,
clasped him in his arms and kissed him tenderly.
Then his son said, "Father, I have sinned against
heaven and against you. I no longer deserve to be
called your son." But the father said to his
servants, "Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his
feet. Bring the calf we have been fattening, and kill
it; we are going to have a feast, a celebration, because this son of
mine was dead and has come back to life; he was lost and is found."
And they began to celebrate.
'Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he
drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of
the servants he asked what it was all about, "Your brother has come"
replied the servant "and your father has killed the calf we had fattened
because he has got him back safe and sound." He was angry then
and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; but he
answered his father, "Look, all these years I have slaved for you and
never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me so much
as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But, for this son of yours,
when he comes back after swallowing up your property - he and his
women - you kill the calf we had been fattening."
'The father said, "My son, you are with me always and all I have is
yours. But it was only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because
your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is
found."'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Walk the Lenten Journey on
your Mobile Phone!
“not allow this season of
grace to pass in vain.”
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The Catholic Weekly
Want to know what is happening in the Catholic
Church here in Sydney, around the country and
abroad?
Then log on to the https://www.catholicweekly.com.au
The website has daily updates of breaking news, features,
commentary and video from Australia and the world.
The Catholic Weekly online has built a proud reputation as a
news-breaking brand that sets the agenda on Catholic
discussion.
It is also mobile compliant so can be read anywhere, anytime
at your convenience.
St Vincent de Paul
CLOTHING DRIVE

Social Committee
We had a very successful morning tea following the Year 5
Family Mass on 24 March 2019. Our raffle raised $134
towards the Caritas Lenten Appeal. Many thanks to the
Svoboda family for organising the raffle and prizes and their
assistance with morning tea.
Calendar of Events
Saturday 6th April 2019 – Supper in the Mother Theresa
Courtyard after 5pm Mass

SVDP are holding a clothing collection on
Saturday 4th May, 2019. Clothing in bags to be out by
7.30am.
Anyone wishing to donate is asked to take a bag and
write your name and address on the list provided on the
table in the church foyer.

Next meeting of the Social Committee – Wednesday, 3 April
2019 commencing at 7.30pm at the presbytery.

All members of the parish and school community
are welcome to join us.

PRAYER CAMPAIGN PENTECOST 2019
In order to prepare for this new Pentecost, CHARIS is
launching a major prayer campaign from this month. This
campaign is simple and accessible to everyone. Each month
(March, April, May) an address will be given by Father
Raniero Cantalamessa, the Ecclesiastical Assistant to CHARIS,
who will prepare us to open our hearts for a new
o u t p o u r i n g
o f
t h e
S p i r i t .
Here is the link with the first teaching of this campaign:
https://goo.gl/CXmNSC

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney Safeguarding Office
If you or a person close to you has been
abused by someone working or ministering
within the Archdiocese of Sydney we invite
you to contact us. We will listen to you
respectfully, offer support and discuss the
options you have available to you. Please
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial
Integrity Office on ph 02 9390 5812.

FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
ROSTER for
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Scripture Readings for next week:
First Reading:
Isaiah 43:16-21
Second Reading:
Philippians 3:8-14
Gospel:
John 8:1-11
Scripture Readers for next week:
Saturday Vigil:
Greg Hill, Majella Hill
Sunday 9.00am:
Vince Sicari, Maria De Grazia
Sunday 6.00pm:
Nunzio Arena, Carmelina De Francesco
Ministers of Communion for next week:
Saturday Vigil:
Cathy Carrozza, Julie Garrard
Rita Raco, Judith Molloy
Sunday 9.00am:
Romina De Grazia, Maria De Grazia
Yvonne Molloy, Rhonda Albani
Sunday 6.00pm:
Viv Fezzuoglio, Melissa Lentini
Children’s Liturgy for next week:
Sunday 9.00am
Anna-Maria Stephens

The One Million Rosaries for Unborn Babies multinational pro-life
prayer event is scheduled for 3, 4 and 5 May this year. People will
pray at least one Rosary for the protection of the unborn.
For details and to register go to:
http://www.saintmichaelthearchangelorganization.org/

EUCHARIST:
Saturday Vigil: ……………………………………..5.00pm
Italian Mass:……………………………....6.15pm
Sunday
Mass: ..………………………..9.00am & 6.00pm
Tuesday (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of
anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)…....7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday ………………………………9.00am
Friday
…………………………………………9.15am
RECONCILIATION
Saturday
4:30pm—4.50pm
BAPTISM
Celebrated on the SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the
month at 12noon. (11am from May 2019)
MARRIAGE
Arrangements for a wedding must be made at least four months
in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage Course is encouraged.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to those
in need. The Eucharist will also be brought to those who are ill
or housebound upon request. Please notify the Presbytery if
members of your family or other parishioners are in need of the
Eucharist.
CHILDREN’S LITURGY
During 9am Mass Sundays during school term

There will be a Working Bee
in the church
to organise the working
sacristy on
Saturday 6th April, 2019
10am—12noon
No experience needed!!! All willing helpers welcome!!!

The Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and
Confirmation for St Joan of Arc Parish young people:
CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL
First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 at 7pm
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 17th September, 2019 7pm
Commitment Masses: Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd September, 2019
First Communion: Sunday 18 and 25 August, 2019 at 10.30am
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 18 June 7pm
Commitment Masses: Saturday 22nd & 23rd June, 2019
Confirmation: Saturday, 25th May, 2019 at 5pm
Confirmation Information Night: Tuesday, 19th March, 2019 at 7pm
Reflection Night: Tuesday 21st May, 2019 at 7pm
Commitment Masses: Saturday 23rd & 24th March, 2019

First Communion: Sunday, 24th November, 2019 at 10.30am.
Information Night: Tuesday 15th October, 2019 at 7pm

We invite you to share in the Sacraments of:

ONE MILLION ROSARIES FOR UNBORN BABIES

There are no Baptisms celebrated during Lent. Lent is a
time for reflection before renewing our baptismal
promises at Easter.

First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 4th September, 2019 at 7pm
Information Night: Tuesday 30th July, 2019 at 7pm

Milk and white chocolate paschal lambs
are available to order from the Piety
Stall by 7th April, 2019 to ensure
delivery for Easter

2019 ANZAC EVE MASS OF REMEMBRANCE
Sydneysiders are invited to join Archbishop Anthony
Fisher OP, active and retired members of the
Defence Forces for Mass, prayer and reflection on
the Eve of ANZAC Day. There will be a Wreath laying
ceremony with the Governor of NSW, and the
Australian army band Sydney will join the Cathedral
choir, to provide a beautiful musical accompaniment
to the Mass.
Date: 24th April 2019
Time: 5.30pm
Location: St Mary’s Cathedral
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CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL

CHOCOLATE PASCHAL LAMBS

Thursday, 30 May 2019 – Feast day of St Joan of Arc supper following Mass at 7pm
Saturday 10 August 2019 – Winter Fashion Parade in St Joan
of Arc school hall, commencing at 1pm
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St Joan of Arc School
Principal: Des Fox
Office Phone 9798 9780
St Joan of Arc Villa
Acting Manager: Rodney Jilet
Office Phone: 9799 8753

Confirmation: Sunday, 26th May, 2019 at 11am
Confirmation Information Night: Tuesday, 19th March, 2019 at 7pm
Reflection Night: Tuesday 21st May, 2019 at 7pm
(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at
gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register)

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO

HAVE DIED

Recently Deceased: Antonio Di Gori, Pasquale Sacchetti,
Giuseppe Scardilli, Andreana Marchese, Giuseppe Aversa,
Antonio Raiti, Giovanni Cassino, Venera Franco, Giuseppe
Donato, Salvatore D’Arro, Alberto Savelli, Francesca De Ceglie,
Claudio Bossi, Bartolomeo Nitti, Cathy Musumeci, Maria
Fresta, Mark Dolahenty, Bruna Alibrandi, Dominic Banno,
Giuseppe Cozzubbo, Caterina Ciancio
Rest in Peace:
Annibale Pagura, Celeste D’Arro, Jack
McEnally, Dawn Ahrens, Michael Lindwall, Nell Putland,
Barbara Mordente, Giovanni Cassino, Silvestra Pitronaci,
Francesco De Grazia, Vin Putland, Michael Papponetti, Concetta
Cardillo, Nicola Lattari, Marco Angeloni, Giorgio Daidone,
Giovanni Bianco, Serafino Bianco, Domenico & Olimpia
Spadaro, Francesca Ricciardi,
Luigino De Domeneghi,
Giovanni Tama, Frances Bot, Glorie Kelly, Giuseppe Iorfino,
John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi,
Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino
Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Nicholas Hanania, Anna Attard,
Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat
Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise
Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario
Bianco, Tony Sulfaro
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

