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24th March 2019   YEAR C                                  THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

A reading from the book of Exodus 3:1-8, 13-15 
 
Moses was looking after the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, priest of 
Midian. He led his flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him in the shape of a flame of fire, coming from the middle of a bush. 
Moses looked; there was the bush blazing but it was not being burnt 
up. 'I must go and look at this strange sight,' Moses said 'and see why 
the bush is not burnt.' Now the Lord saw him go forward to look, and 
God called to him from the middle of the bush. 'Moses, Moses!' he 
said. 'Here I am,' he answered. 'Come no nearer,' he said. 'Take off 
your shoes, for the place on which you stand is holy ground. I am the 
God of your father,' he said 'the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac 
and the God of Jacob.' At this Moses covered his face, afraid to look 
at God. 
And the Lord said, 'I have seen the miserable state of my people in 
Egypt. I have heard their appeal to be free of their slave-drivers. Yes, 
I am well aware of their sufferings. I mean to deliver them out of the 
hands of the Egyptians and bring them up out of that land to a land 
rich and broad, a land where milk and honey flow.' 
Then Moses said to God, 'I am to go, then, to the sons of Israel and 
say to them, "The God of your fathers has sent me to you." But if they 
ask me what his name is, what am I to tell them?' And God said to 
Moses, 'I Am who I Am. This' he added 'is what you must say to the 
sons of Israel: "The Lord, the God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to 
you." This is my name for all time; by this name I shall be invoked for 
all generations to come.' 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 102:1-4, 6-8, 11 
 
R. The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 
My soul, give thanks to the Lord, 
all my being, bless his holy name. 
My soul give thanks to the Lord 
and never forget all his blessings. R. 
 
It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
who heals every one of your ills, 
who redeems your life from the grave, 
who crowns you with love and compassion. R. 
 
The Lord does deeds of justice, 
gives judgement for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses 
and his deeds to Israel's sons. R. 
 
The Lord is compassion and love, 
slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth 
so strong is his love for those who fear him. R. 

A reading from the first letter of  
St Paul to the Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 
 
I want to remind you, brothers, how our fathers were all guided by a 
cloud above them and how they all passed through the sea. They 
were all baptised into Moses in this cloud and in this sea; all ate the 
same spiritual food and all drank the same spiritual drink, since they 
all drank from the spiritual rock that followed them as they went, and 
that rock was Christ. In spite of this, most of them failed to please God 
and their corpses littered the desert. 
These things all happened as warnings for us, not to have the wicked 
lusts for forbidden things that they had. You must never complain: 
some of them did, and they were killed by the Destroyer. 
All this happened to them as a warning, and it was written down to be 
a lesson for us who are living at the end of the age. The man who 
thinks he is safe must be careful that he does not fall. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation Matthew 4:17 
 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Repent, says the Lord; 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 13:1-9 
 
Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood 
Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this he said to them, 
'Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered like that were greater 
sinners than any other Galileans? They were not, I tell you. No; but 
unless you repent you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen on 
whom the tower at Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that 
they were more guilty than all the other people living in Jerusalem? 
They were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all perish 
as they did.' 
He told this parable: 'A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard and 
he came looking for fruit on it but found none. He said to the man who 
looked after the vineyard, "Look here, for three 
years now I have been coming to look for fruit 
on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: 
why should it be taking up the ground?" "Sir," 
the man replied "leave it one more year and 
give me time to dig round it and manure it: it 
may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can 
cut it down."' 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Reflection 
 

“Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.” 
 

The Grenfell tower fire in London in June 2017 resulted in the deaths of more than seventy people. The public inquiry looked into 
every aspect of the event. What had happened? How speedy and effective had been the response of the fire service? How 
sensible was the accepted advice at the time that residents should stay in their flats rather than try to escape? Why had the fire 
spread so rapidly? Had fireproof materials been used in the construction of the tower block? Had the building been properly 
maintained? 
Among the search for explanations and information, perhaps the most moving accounts were those of the surviving residents and 
the descriptions given of those who had died. We heard stories of people of every age and nationality, single people, couples and 
families. What stood out was the richness of life and humanity in this random group of people. None of them deserved to die. 
Each of them was a life cut short before its time. No financial or other compensation could ever replace them. For us as observers 
of this tragedy the hope is that we are inspired to value our lives more. We are invited to live each moment with gratitude and to 
encourage each other to work together to make our world a better and safer place. It is as though the tragedies that we encounter 
are invitations to us who survive to live with greater passion, generosity and integrity, if only to honour the memory of those who 
died. 
In the Old Testament the early encounters with God are based on the promise that the Lord who has revealed himself to his 
people will always be faithful to them. When God says to Moses, “I Am who I Am”, God is declaring that God is the one who will 
always be beside God’s people, leading and guiding them. This is the same God that guided their forefathers Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. It is this fidelity that sustains the people of Israel in their journey to the promised land. The people, of course, were not 
always faithful to God; and there is an ongoing dialogue between God and God’s people, usually mediated through the prophets, 
about what God should do as a response to this infidelity. Sometimes God seems to be willing to destroy them and needs to be 
persuaded otherwise by human representatives such as Moses and the prophets. At other times God declares that God will 
always be with God’s people, no matter how unfaithful their behaviour. 
St Paul, in the first letter to the Corinthians, wants us to take the events of the history of Israel as a warning as to what may 
happen to us Christians if we are not faithful to God and do not keep to God’s ways. In Luke’s Gospel Jesus offers us a more 
nuanced interpretation. Disasters, whether caused by nature or people, are not signs of God’s punishment. But when things go 
wrong, they are signs to us to reflect on our lives and ask ourselves whether we are producing the fruit that is asked of us. 
Whether disasters are created by human beings or nature, we try to learn lessons from them. This includes establishing justice 
and compensation for those whose lives have been destroyed or harmed. It also includes the legal measures to ensure what 
protection there can be against any repeat of such an event. in doing this we also look at the attitudes and habits we have as 
humans that can make us, even unwittingly, contribute to such disasters. Apart from greed, many of our behaviours are more to 
do with omission than commission. One of the early Greek Fathers of the Church said that our three greatest temptations to sin 
are laziness, forgetfulness and thoughtlessness. If thoughtlessness might be deemed the temptation of youth, forgetfulness is 
certainly the habit of old age, and perhaps laziness belongs to both. 
Jesus asks us to be more sensitive to the needs of our world and of each other. He asks us to be more imaginative in the ways 
we seek to help to secure the world as a better place to live, whether it be in the way we take care of our environment or how we 
support those who struggle in any way. It ties in with his frequent admonition to his disciples: “Stay awake, for you do not know 
either the day or the hour.” We are the presence of Christ in our world. 
 

The Living Word 

 
 

 
 
 

Sixteen-year-old Peter goes to a boarding school in the Solomon Islands which has experienced water 
shortages for 60 years. Previously students would have to walk kilometres each day in search of clean 
water. This was particularly challenging for Peter who is living with a disability. 
Peter’s mother left the family when he was little and has since passed away. His father decided to move 
from northern Malaita to Honiara, to better provide for his family. He arranged for Peter to stay with his aunt, 
then attend Aligegeo Secondary School. 
Groundwater sources at the school have dried up and rainfall is unpredictable. Water in surrounding wells 
often made students sick or gave them rashes. 
Caritas Australia, and partners Caritas Solomon Islands (CASI) and the Solomon Islands Government Rural Water Sanitation 
and Hygiene division (RWASH), have teamed up with the school to tackle the problem.  
CASI provided a 90 kilo-litre water tank, electric pump and technical advice, while the Malaita Provincial Government contributed 
labour. Staff and students took part in training, dug trenches and are helping with a water management plan.  
The school now has a safe, reliable water system, servicing around 1,000 people. 
“Now we can stay at school to wash and not interrupt our official class time,” Peter says. 
Peter hopes to focus on his education and to help others in future by working for an aid and development agency himself. 
However much more needs to be done to improve access to reliable water and sanitation in the Solomon Islands 
Lives change when we all give 100%Lives change when we all give 100%.  
You can donate through  
●Parish envelopes,  
●by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion  
●or phoning 1800 024 413.  

DIGNITY 

WEEK 3: SOLOMON ISLANDS 
3rd Sunday of Lent  

24th March 2019 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Frequestreduce.org%2Fimages%2Fafrican-tree-clipart-3.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Frequestreduce.org%2Fcategories%2Ffig-tree-clipart.html&docid=MkiCj3xcj6hCMM&tbnid=buZ2NAXZe-xn5M%3A&vet=12ahUKEwjry4f5o4
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In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  

without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 

on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 

or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We invite you to share in the Sacraments of: 
 
EUCHARIST: 
Saturday   Vigil: ……………………………………..5.00pm 
                   Italian Mass:……………………………....6.15pm 
Sunday       Mass: ..………………………..9.00am & 6.00pm 
Tuesday     (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of  

                         anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)…....7.30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday ………………………………9.00am 
Friday  …………………………………………9.15am 
 
RECONCILIATION 
Saturday       4:30pm—4.50pm 
 
BAPTISM 
Celebrated on the SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the 
month at 12noon. (11am from May 2019) 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements for a wedding must be made at least four months 
in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage Course is encouraged. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to those 
in need.  The Eucharist will also be brought to those who are ill 
or housebound upon request. Please notify the Presbytery if 
members of your family or other parishioners are in need of the 
Eucharist. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
During 9am Mass Sundays during school term 
 
St Joan of Arc School 
Principal: Des Fox 
Office Phone 9798 9780 
 
St Joan of Arc Villa 
Acting Manager: Rodney Jilet 
Office Phone: 9799 8753 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney Safeguarding Office 
  

If you or a person close to you has been 
abused by someone working or ministering 
within the Archdiocese of Sydney we invite 
you to contact us. We will listen to you 
respectfully, offer support and discuss the 
options you have available to you. Please 
contact the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office on ph 02 9390 5812.  

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased:   Andreana Marchese, Giuseppe Aversa, 

Antonio Raiti, Giovanni Cassino, Venera Franco, Giuseppe 

Donato, Salvatore D’Arro, Alberto Savelli, Francesca De Ceglie, 

Claudio Bossi, Bartolomeo Nitti, Cathy Musumeci, Maria 

Fresta, Mark Dolahenty, Bruna Alibrandi, Dominic Banno, 

Giuseppe Cozzubbo, Caterina Ciancio 
 
Rest in Peace:     Celeste D’Arro, Jack McEnally, Dawn 

Ahrens, Michael Lindwall, Nell Putland, Barbara Mordente, 

Giovanni Cassino, Silvestra Pitronaci, Francesco De Grazia, Vin 

Putland, Michael Papponetti, Concetta Cardillo, Nicola Lattari, 

Marco Angeloni, Giorgio Daidone, Giovanni Bianco, Serafino 

Bianco, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Francesca Ricciardi,  

Luigino De Domeneghi, Giovanni Tama, Frances Bot, Glorie 

Kelly, Giuseppe Iorfino, Ted & Val Constant, Ornella Deluchi, 
Gildo D’Amici, Mario Scardilli, Sarina Tringali, Lucia & John 

& Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & 

Aversa families,  John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino 

Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 

members of our community:  Nicholas Hanania, Anna Attard, 

Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,  Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat 

Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise 

Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario 

Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 
 
 

 

 

ROSTER for   
Fourth Sunday in Lent 

 
Scripture Readings for next week: 
First Reading:   Joshua 5:9-12 
Second Reading:  2 Corinthians 5:17-21 
Gospel:   Luke 15:1-3, 11-32 
 
Scripture Readers for next week:  
Saturday Vigil:  Joanna Albani, Greg Hill 
Sunday 9.00am: Cliff Musson, Don Bastone 
Sunday 6.00pm: Maria Greenaway, Jacinta Crosby 
                                                                                                                                               
Ministers of Communion for next week:  
Saturday Vigil:          Alex Mediati, Julie Garrard  
   Rita Raco, Cathy Carrozza 
Sunday 9.00am:         Imelda Bottero, Beatrice Bastone 
   Peter Doyle, Tracey Baxter 
Sunday 6.00pm:         Josie Banno, Peter Doyle 
 
Children’s Liturgy for next week: 
Sunday 9.00am         Margaret Cassidy 

The Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation for St Joan of Arc Parish young people: 

 
CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL  

 
First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 at 7pm 
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 17th September, 2019 7pm  
Commitment Masses: Saturday 21st & Sunday 22nd September, 2019 
 
First Communion: Sunday 18 and 25 August, 2019  at 10.30am 
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 18 June 7pm 
Commitment Masses:  Saturday 22nd & 23rd June, 2019 
 
Confirmation: Saturday, 25th May, 2019 at 5pm 
Confirmation Information Night: Tuesday, 19th March, 2019 at 7pm 
Reflection Night: Tuesday 21st May, 2019 at 7pm 
Commitment Masses: Saturday 23rd & 24th March, 2019 
 

CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 
 
First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 4th September, 2019 at 7pm 
Information Night: Tuesday 30th July, 2019 at 7pm 
 
First Communion: Sunday, 24th November, 2019 at 10.30am. 
Information Night: Tuesday 15th October, 2019 at 7pm 
 
Confirmation: Sunday, 26th May, 2019 at 11am 
Confirmation Information Night: Tuesday, 19th March, 2019 at 7pm 
Reflection Night:  Tuesday 21st May, 2019 at 7pm 

 
(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date - 

Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at 
gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register) 

FEAST DAYS 
 
Monday 25th March 
 
The Annunciation of the Lord 
 

There are no Baptisms celebrated during Lent. Lent is a 
time for reflection before renewing our baptismal 
promises at Easter. 

CHOCOLATE PASCHAL LAMBS 
 

Milk and white chocolate paschal lambs 
are available to order from the Piety 

Stall by 7th April, 2019 to ensure 

delivery for Easter 

Walk the Lenten Journey on 

your Mobile Phone! 

“not allow this season of 

grace to pass in vain.” 

 
‘With you is found forgiveness ’ Psalm 130:4  

 

24 Hours for the Lord 24 Hours for the Lord   
Friday 29 to Saturday 30 March 

  

Beginning with Mass Mass  

9.15am Friday 29 March 9.15am Friday 29 March   
 

Followed by Exposition of the Blessed SacramentExposition of the Blessed Sacrament  

(Adoration Rosters in the church foyer)(Adoration Rosters in the church foyer)  

Confession available 6.00pmConfession available 6.00pm——6.30pm on this date6.30pm on this date  

and 
 

Concluding with 7.30am Morning Prayer Morning Prayer and            

8.00am MassMass  Saturday 30 MarchSaturday 30 March 

Social Committee calendarSocial Committee calendar  
 
Saturday 6th April  
Supper in the Mother Theresa Courtyard after 5pm Mass 
Thursday, 30 May  
Feast day of St Joan of Arc - supper following Mass at 7pm 
Saturday 10 August 2019 
Winter Fashion Parade in St Joan of Arc school hall, 
commencing at 1pm 
Next meeting of the Social Committee  
Wednesday, 3 April 2019 commencing at 7.30pm at the 
Presbytery. All welcome. 

There will be a Working Bee 
in the church                                     

to organise the working 
sacristy on  

Saturday 6th April, 2019 
10am—12noon 

No experience needed!!! All willing helpers welcome!!! 

St  Vincent de PaulSt  Vincent de PaulSt  Vincent de Paul   
   CLOTHING DRIVE CLOTHING DRIVE CLOTHING DRIVE  

SVDP are holding a clothing collection on 
Saturday 4th May, 2019. Clothing in bags to be out by 
7.30am. 
Anyone wishing to donate is asked to take a bag and 
write your name and address on the list provided on the 
table in the church foyer. 

2019 ANZAC EVE MASS OF REMEMBRANCE 

Sydneysiders are invited to join Archbishop Anthony 

Fisher OP, active and retired members of the 

Defence Forces for Mass, prayer and reflection on 

the Eve of ANZAC Day. There will be a Wreath laying 

ceremony with the Governor of NSW, and the 

Australian army band Sydney will join the Cathedral 

choir, to provide a beautiful musical accompaniment 

to the Mass.  

Date: 24th April 2019 

Time: 5.30pm 

Location: St Mary’s Cathedral 

PRAYER CAMPAIGN PENTECOST 2019 

In order to prepare for this new Pentecost, CHARIS is 

launching a major prayer campaign from this month. This 

campaign is simple and accessible to everyone. Each month 

(March, April, May) an address will be given by Father 

Raniero Cantalamessa, the Ecclesiastical Assistant to CHARIS, 

who will prepare us to open our hearts for a new 

o u t p o u r i n g  o f  t h e  S p i r i t . 

Here is the link with the first teaching of this campaign: 

https://goo.gl/CXmNSC  

ONE MILLION ROSARIES FOR UNBORN BABIES  
 

The One Million Rosaries for Unborn Babies multinational pro-life 
prayer event is scheduled for 3, 4 and 5 May this year.  People will 
pray at least one Rosary for the protection of the unborn.   
For details and to register go to:                                                                                      
http://www.saintmichaelthearchangelorganization.org/ 


