
 

 

 YEAR C               THIRTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME          26 JUNE, 2022      

 
Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan 

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community, 

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within 

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.” 

Parish Office:  
 

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  
 
P: 02 9798 6657  
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 
Office hours:  
 Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am - 3pm 
 
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 
 

Parish Team:  
Secretary:  
 Antonella Pesci 
Pastoral Associate:  
 Maria Condello 
 Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 

PSSO:  
 Tony Mediati 
 0413 481 039 
 PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au 
 

Eucharist: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening: 5.00pm 
 Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm  
    (Check for changes  on special 
 Feast Days) 
 
Weekdays: 
 Wednesday & Thursday: 9.00am 
 Friday: 9.15am 
 Tuesday evening may be available 
 for memorial Masses. 
  
Reconciliation: 
 Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 
Schools: 
SJOA Primary: 
Principal: Des Fox 
P: 9798 9780 
 
Domremy College: 
Principal: Antoinette McGahan 
P: 9712 2133 

News on the Plenary Council of the Catholic Church in Australia  
What steps does the Holy Spirit invite us to take in order to grow as a more synodal 

Church: as more communal, more participatory and more missionary? 
 

A synod is more than a series of meetings. It is a new way of being the Church - by 

listening for the voice of the Holy Spirit in the many different voices of all the baptised. 

So, what have the members of the Archdiocese of Sydney said? Read the Synod Report 

on the Archdiocesan website: https://ww.sydneycatholic.org/synod-of-bishops/  

Note: the next Session of the Plenary Council will take place from 3rd - 10th July 2022 

Congratulations  

to the young people of the 
parish who are being  

Confirmed this weekend. 

Your weekly giving envelopes for the 2022/2023 financial year are now 

available for collection from the church after mass.  

If you would like to join our Planned Giving Programme please contact the Parish 

Office on 9798 6657 or email admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  for more information.  

We are able to offer a 30% tax deduction to planned giving envelope givers  

(you must let the parish office know if you wish to claim this deduction). 

Automatic payments are available so that you can contribute to all the collections by 

credit card or direct debit [from your nominated bank account] making it easier to 

contribute in an ongoing way to the mission of the Church. 

PLEASE  

SUPPORT  

YOUR PARISH 

BEWARE: recently a parishioner called to advise that two men dressed as priests 
had knocked on doors in our area asking for money.  Please be wary if this 
happens to you.  They are not known as genuine. 

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/bqqyk/2219837/eQwrDvMWi2MEd1K1qFYoqR7bV0rfXgn7LrDTFd4M.html


 

 

FEAST  DAYS  

28 June St Irenaeus, bishop, martyr 

29 June Sts Peter and Paul, apostles. 

SACRAMENTS 
BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at 
11am. Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is expected. 
 

FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST HOLY COMMUNION, 
CONFIRMATION: Please see parish website for information, 
dates and forms. 
 
MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at 
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office 
to book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage 
Course is encouraged.  
 

For Baptisms and  Marriages priority is given to parishioners of  
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND 
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of 
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If 
they desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is 
only right that arrangements would be made for them to 
receive these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of 
the healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ 
administered through the Church. 

In the Hebrew Scriptures, that part of the bible we call the Old 
Testament, we find a strong religious challenge to always 
welcome the stranger, the foreigner. This was emphasized for 
two reasons: First, because the Jewish people themselves had 
once been foreigners and immigrants. Their scriptures kept 
reminding them not to forget that. Second, they believed that 
God’s revelation, most often, comes to us through the 
stranger, in what’s foreign to us. That belief was integral to 
their faith. 
 

The great prophets developed this much further. They taught 
that God favors the poor preferentially and that consequently 
we will be judged, judged religiously, by how we treat the 
poor. The prophets coined this mantra (still worth 
memorizing): The quality of your faith will be judged by the 
quality of justice in the land; and the quality of justice in the 
land will always be judged by how orphans, widows, and 
strangers fare while you are alive. 
 

Orphans, widows, and strangers! That’s scriptural code for 
who, at any given time, are the three most vulnerable groups 
in society. And the prophets’ message didn’t go down easy. 
Rather it was a religious affront to many of the pious at the 
time who strongly believed that we will be judged religiously 
and morally by the rigor and strictness of our religious 
observance.  Then, like now, social justice was often 
religiously marginalized. 
 

But Jesus sides with the Hebrew prophets. For him, God not 
only makes a preferential option for the poor, but God is in the 
poor. How we treat the poor is how we treat God. Moreover 
the prophets’ mantra, that we will be judged religiously by 
how we treat the poor, is given a normative expression in 
Jesus’ discourse on the final judgment in the Gospel of 
Matthew, Chapter 25. We are all familiar, perhaps too 
familiar, with that text. Jesus, in effect, was answering a 
question: What will the last judgment be like? What will be 
the test? How will we be judged? 
 

His answer is stunning and, taken baldly, is perhaps the most 
challenging text in the Gospels. He tells us that we will be 
judged, seemingly solely, on the basis of how we treated the 
poor, that is, on how we have treated the most vulnerable 
among us. Moreover at one point, he singles out “the 
stranger”, the foreigner, the refugee: “I was a stranger and 
you made me welcome … or … you never made me 
welcome.”  We end up on the right or wrong side of God on 
the basis of how we treat the stranger. 
 

What also needs to be highlighted in this text about the last 
judgment is that neither group, those who got it right and 
those who got it wrong, knew what they were doing. Both 
initially protest: the first by saying: “We didn’t know it was 
you we were serving” and the second by saying: “Had we 
known it was you we would have responded.” Both protests, it 
would seem, are beside the point. In Matthew’s Gospel, 
mature discipleship doesn’t depend upon us believing that we 
have it right, it depends only upon us doing it right. 
 

These scriptural principles, I believe, are very apropos today 
in the face of the refugee and immigrant issues we are facing 
in the Western world. Today, without doubt, we are facing the 
biggest humanitarian crisis since the end of the Second World 
War. Millions upon millions of people, under unjust 
persecution and the threat of death, are being driven from their 
homes and homelands with no place to go and no country or 
community to receive them. As Christians we may not turn 
our backs on them or turn them away. If Jesus is to be 
believed, we will be judged religiously more by how we treat 
refugees than by whether or not we are going to church. When 
we stand before God in judgment and say in protest: “When 
did I see you a stranger and not welcome you?” Our 
generation is likely to hear: “I was a Syrian refugee, and you 

did not welcome me.” 
 

This, no doubt, might sound naïve, over-idealistic, and 
fundamentalist. The issue of refugees and immigrants is both 
highly sensitive and very complex. Countries have borders that 
need to be respected and defended, just as its citizens have a 
right to be protected. Admittedly, there are very real political, 
social, economic, and security issues that have to be 
addressed.  But, as we, our churches, and our governments, 
address them we must remain clear on what the scriptures, 
Jesus, and the social teachings of the church 
uncompromisingly teach: We are to welcome the stranger, 
irrespective of inconvenience and even if there are some 
dangers. 
 

For all sorts of pragmatic reasons, political, social, economic, 
and security, we can perhaps justify not welcoming the 
stranger; but we can never justify this on Christian grounds. 
Not welcoming stranger is antithetical to the very heart of 
Jesus’ message and makes us too-easily forget that we too 
once were the outsider. 
 
Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. He can be contacted through his 
website, www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser  

New Rosters for Lectors and 
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion.  

  
Please check your email (including junk 

box) for rosters. 

Welcoming the Stranger 

http://www.ronrolheiser.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser
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Reflection 
 

“Foxes have holes and the birds of the air have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head”. 

 
 

We all need a place to be ourselves, where appearances 
don’t matter and we can indulge in at least a few minutes of 
peace and quiet, briefly forgetting responsibilities and the 
“to-do” list. There’s a difference between a “house” and a 
“home”. The community council of an exclusive celebrity 
housing estate on the south coast of England forbids the use 
of lawn mowers between midday Saturday and nine o’clock 
on Monday morning. Garden fences and hedges must be 
minimum 2-4 metres high. Because accounts at the local 
supermarket are anonymous, delivery drivers cannot 
identify the householders whose groceries they carry. 
Security guards patrol the estate where residents hide from 
celebrity spotters and fans. Is this the price of fame and 
fortune? When does a home become a prison? 
 

By contrast, we remember seeing the turmoil, heartbreak 
and tragedy last summer as many thousands of people 
abandoned their homes in search of peace and stability 
away from Afghanistan and the perceived threat to 
everything they held dear. We also remember other 
refugees and migrants who risk everything in search of a 
new home. We think of their anxiety and fear as, craving 
homes they can call their own, they face an unknown future 
in a strange land. What did Jesus mean in speaking of the 
homelessness that he and his followers knew? Are his 
followers to downgrade their loved ones in opting for a life 
of uncertainty? Are we to be afraid of the unknown or 
confident in following Jesus? 
 

Jesus declared that he had nowhere to call his home. Were 
there moments when he wanted to escape to a place of his 
own? Having been ejected from Nazareth, he made 
Capernaum his base and occasionally visited his friends 
Martha, Mary and Lazarus in Bethany. He was “at home” 
but the house wasn’t his. Might he have liked occasionally 
to shut the front door and make the world go away, even for 
a couple of hours? Apart from his times of solitary prayer, 
Jesus made himself available to others, known and 
unknown, at every hour of the day and night. Jesus wanted 
people to see and know him. He didn’t want his disciples to 
prevent access and didn’t gravitate towards people 
according to their bank balance and high status in society. 
 

Was Jesus, the source of love, unloving when he said that 
the dead should be left to bury the dead? He appeared to 
stop someone from saying to his family before following 
him. He promised his followers no fixed abode, hard work, 
tiredness, inconvenience, and criticism. If that’s love, it’s 
tough. Jesus’ words in today’s Gospel do not make for easy 
reading. They are hard-hitting. He was blunt and 
uncompromising in saying that to follow him requires 
wholehearted commitment and determination to give until 
it hurts. Today’s Gospel is about putting others before self. 
That’s what it means to lay down one’s life on behalf of 
others. 
 

Most of us have, at one time or another, walked past a 
huddled sleeping bag in a shop doorway, spread out 
beneath a bridge or across a park bench, perhaps with a sign 
asking for money. We might worry that it’s money to spend 
on drink or drugs – but then perhaps the person might use it 
to find a bed for the night, or to buy a hot drink and 

Recently Deceased: Salvatore Scalia, Domenica Antonutti, Zina di 
Done’, Giannino Scappin, Emilio Dodaro, Mafileo Tupou, Brigida 
Zanutto, Luciano Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Luigi Rubbo, Sarina Isgro, 
Pauline Colvin, Giovanni Di Bello, Grace Grasso, Luigi Lapanne. 
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 

Rest in Peace:  Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia 
Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen 
Bedirian, Luigino De Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz 
& families, Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, 
Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania 
Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo 
Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, 
Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack 
McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & 
Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank 
Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of 
our community:  Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria 
Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken 
Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline 
Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, 
Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify 
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657  

sandwich. We’re afraid of being conned by someone’s 
hard luck story that might or might not be true. Yet we 
should remember that few people are homeless by choice. 
Some opt for opulent luxury but mistakenly believe that 
fame and fortune are their own reward. Instead of a home, 
they create a gilded cage. Others are physically homeless 
because circumstances force them into a desperate search 
for the basics of survival for themselves and their families. 
 

Yet others may, in a sense, describe themselves as having 
no fixed adobe simply because they have chosen to accept 
Jesus’ call to follow him. Just as his home was nowhere 
because it was everywhere, so can the same be said for his 
followers. They do not occupy a mindless routine that 
restrict their minds and activities., because their hearts are 
alive and sensitive to the beauty and intricacy of the 
people around them. The proverb tells us that “home is 
where the heart is” – and so they find Jesus everywhere 
and everyone. Jesus told us to make our home in him just 
as he makes his home in my heart, your heart, our hearts. 
That requires self-sacrifice. 
 

- The living word - 

While there is plenty of evidence that COVID is still active, the NSW State 
Government, from Friday afternoon 22 April, has changed the requirements 
for close contacts: -Rapid Test 5 times in the week, wear masks indoors, 
avoid crowds. 

But let’s keep good standards of hygiene and  being tested if you are feeling 
unwell.  

Information is still available on the NSW government website:  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19  

Coming Events 
 

Sunday 31st July - Grandparents Day (9am Mass) 
Sunday 21st August - Feast of Mary, Mother and Queen 
(10am) 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19


 

 

Alpha at St Joan of Arc. 

The first full program is now over. Thanks for all 

who were part of the team that made it work for the 

participants. 
 

Alpha will be on again in the Parish. 

If you are interested, it’s worth noting that Alpha, as it’s name 

suggests, is a beginning. It isn’t about any particular Christian 

church or denomination but rather about the foundations of all 

Christianity.  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Please complete your Parish Census form distributed at 
Easter and return it to the parish office. It is important for the 
parish to have up-to-date information on its parishioners. 

If you do not have a copy of the form please contact the office 
on admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  

Are you being called? 
 

We are seeking members of the community to serve in various 
ministry roles  

Reader, Acolytes, Extraordinary Ministers of  Communion,  
Children’s Liturgy, Music Ministry, Church Wardens, running 

PowerPoint at Mass etc.  
 

All ministry areas need more people to assist, so that it doesn’t 
fall on the same few people.  

 

If you would like to volunteer, to discuss further, or are unsure 
how you can help,  

please speak to either Fr Phil or Maria or contact the office on 
9798 6657. 

The Christian’s Final Journey: Preparation and 
Celebration 

Pastoral Formation Day 
 

This formation day is being jointly presented by Catholic 
Cemetery and Crematoria  and the ACU Centre for Liturgy. It will 
investigate Catholic practices around burial and cremation, how to 
support those who grieve and also what’s involved in preparing a 
funeral.  It is relevant to Parish Bereavement Teams, Parish 
Secretaries, Pastoral Associates, Family Faith Educators, 
Teachers and school staff and anyone interested in learning more 
about how Catholics prepare and celebrate funerals. 
 

Date: 12 July 2022 Time: 9am-4pm (registration from 8.30am)  
Venue: All Saints Parish Hall 48 George Street, Liverpool, NSW  
Registration Fee: $60 per person (includes tea/coffee, lunch and 
a workbook)  
Registration is essential by: 1 July 2022  
Enquiries: CentreforLiturgy@acu.edu.au or 02 9701 4751  
Registration: www.acu.edu.au/pastoral-formation-funerals 

Please note:  
Fr Phil will be on annual leave from 25 June to 22 July.    
Fr Peter Guy MSC, will be providing Mass on the 
weekends of that time. There will be Communion services 
on the intervening weekdays.  
 

There will no longer be Prayer for Ukraine on Fridays. 

The Holy Father’s Appeal is on this 
weekend. The appeal highlights the 
global charitable causes spearheaded 
by Pope Francis, and is aimed at 
alleviating the suffering of those 
affected by natural disasters, wars, 
refugee crises, and poverty. It is an 
opportunity for us to get involved in 
an important initiative of the Catholic 
Church on a local level, and we 
humbly ask you to give what you can.  

 

To give, please use the appeal envelopes provided or 
phone the Development and Fundraising Office during 
office hours on 1800 753 959. Thank you. 

New video camera has now been installed in the church. This 

will be used to video special events and livestreams when 
required. We need people will to learn how to operate the 
system for these special events. If you are willing to learn please 
contact Maria Condello - Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au 
and training will be arranged.  

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney’s Parish Renewal 
Conference is an opportunity for clergy, parish leaders and 
parishioners to be renewed in the Church’s mission of 
evangelisation and equipped to strengthen their practical 
efforts through spiritual, intellectual, pastoral and human 
formation.  
 

If you are interesting in attending please contact Maria 
Condello - Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au as 
parish will cover the cost. 

mailto:CentreforLiturgy@acu.edu.au
http://www.acu.edu.au/pastoral-formation-funerals

