Welcome to

St Joan of Arc Parish
Haberfield
YEAR C

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

Parish Office:
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Refugee Week - 19-25 June

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045
P: 02 9798 6657
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au
Office hours:
Tues, Wed, Thurs 9am - 3pm

You are invited to join the Australian
Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office and the
Office for Justice, Ecology and Peace for an
online prayer service on World Refugee
Day.

Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro

Registration to attend the prayer service
which will be broadcast live at 6 pm AEST
on 20 June is now open. The two Offices
have also combined to produce resources to
encourage the celebration of Refugee Week
19-25 June.

Parish Team:
Secretary:
Antonella Pesci
Pastoral Associate:
Maria Condello

Register for the online prayer service here
https://bit.ly/RefugeeWeek2022Prayers

Pastoral.Associate@stjoanofarc.org.au

PSSO:
Tony Mediati
0413 481 039
PSSO@stjoanofarc.org.au

Eucharist:
Weekend:
Saturday evening: 5.00pm
Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm
(Check for changes on special
Feast Days)

Are you being called?

We are seeking members of the community to serve in various ministry roles
Reader, Acolytes, Extraordinary Ministers of Communion,
Children’s Liturgy, Music Ministry, Church Wardens, running PowerPoint at
Mass etc.
All ministry areas need more people to assist, so that it doesn’t fall on the same
few people.
If you would like to volunteer, to discuss further, or are unsure how you can
help, please speak to either Fr Phil or Maria or contact the office on 9798 6657.

Weekdays:
Wednesday & Thursday: 9.00am
Friday: 9.15am
Tuesday evening may be available
for memorial Masses.
Reconciliation:
Saturday: 4:30pm - 4.50pm
Schools:
SJOA Primary:
Principal: Des Fox
P: 9798 9780
Domremy College:
Principal: Antoinette McGahan
P: 9712 2133

Important Appeals
St Vincent de Paul WINTER APPEAL— 18th - 19th June
Holy Father’s Appeal — 25th - 26th June
News on the Plenary Council of the Catholic Church in Australia
What steps does the Holy Spirit invite us to take in order to grow as a more synodal
Church: as more communal, more participatory and more missionary?
A synod is more than a series of meetings. It is a new way of being the Church - by
listening for the voice of the Holy Spirit in the many different voices of all the baptised.
So, what have the members of the Archdiocese of Sydney said? Read the Synod Report
on the Archdiocesan website: https://ww.sydneycatholic.org/synod-of-bishops/
Note: the next Session of the Plenary Council will take place from 3rd - 10th July 2022

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan
“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community,
particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within
our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.”

A Mother Quivering With Delight
You don’t expect to see an icon of the trinity on an
airplane, at least not on a really small commuter plane at
6:30 in the morning when it is still dark outside and the
temperature is near minus 30 degrees celsius and you are
waiting on the airport runway in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.
But God is a God of the unexpected, and so these things
happen.
I had boarded a very tiny airplane on a particularly frigid
morning, during an especially awful winter to fly to
Calgary so I could board a bigger plane which would take
me to Los Angeles where I was scheduled to speak at a
conference that, to my good fortune, had the convention
center at Disneyland as its venue. God can be good, at
times.
I took my seat across the aisle from a young mother and
her preschool-aged daughter. They were silent, as we all
were, waiting for everyone to board the plane so we could
take off.
Then, just as the captain was announcing the particulars
about our flight, the mother and the daughter turned to each
other and I am not sure I can describe what exactly
transpired between them, but it was a mystical moment:
The child looked at her mother, smiled briefly, and moved
her whole body in a way that said: “We are really doing
this! It’s finally here! We’ve talked about this for a long
time and now it’s finally happening!” Her body literally
quivered with delight.
Later, since we were on the same planes all the way to
Disneyland, I learned the cause of her joy. They were off to
Disneyland, she and her whole family. For her, it was a day
of firsts: the first time on an airplane, the first time on a
long trip, and the first time on a journey big enough to
match the fantasies of a fertile young mind. She was happy
and her body might well have been a musical instrument.
But it wasn’t just her delight that I noticed and palpably
felt. It was also the delight of her mother. If the daughter
was overjoyed and basking in a special moment, even more
so was the mother. Her body too quivered with delight –
delight in her daughter’s joy, delight in a child’s
anticipation, and delight in being able, as a mother, to
provide this for her daughter. Her joy not only matched her
child’s, it surpassed it. It was deeper, far deeper. Hers was
the delight of being able to give delight, the joy of giving
joy, the unique gladness of providing, of being source. To
do these things is to do what God does and so to feel what
God feels. That is what she must have felt.
And their exchange, that glance towards each other that
made them both quiver with delight, is an icon of the
trinity, as surely as is Andrew Rublev’s masterpiece. Like
Rublev’s icon, it too captures a little of the river of life and
love and gratitude that flows between the Father and the
Son and creates a fire, an energy, called the Holy Spirit. To
have that flow go through you is to know God.

What is centrally revealed is the heart of God, the flow of
life and gratitude that makes the Father and Son quiver in
each other’s presence. What is revealed too,
quintessentially, is how God, as creator and parent, blesses
us and takes delight in us. Just as God, after creating each
element in creation, stood back, beamed, and said, “This is
good”, and just as God looked down upon Jesus at his
baptism and said: “This is my beloved child in whom I take
delight”, so is God still looking at us as we embark on our
various fantasy journeys, so is God’s heart swelling still in
sharing our anticipation, and so is God quivering with
delight when we receive creation’s delight. God is enjoying
the joy of a mother who can provide, just as God must
surely suffer sometimes the pain of the mother who cannot.
On a very cold morning, in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, I was
shown an icon of the trinity which has helped me to
understand somewhat more those early pages of Scripture
which tell us that God looked at the first creation, young
and immature though it was, and saw that it was good,
indeed it was very good.
Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. He
can be contacted through his website, www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

SACRAMENTS
BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am. Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is expected.
FIRST RECONCILIATION, FIRST HOLY COMMUNION,
CONFIRMATION: Please see parish website for information,
dates and forms.

MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office
to book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage
Course is encouraged.
For Baptisms and Marriages priority is given to parishioners of
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If
they desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is
only right that arrangements would be made for them to
receive these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of
the healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ
administered through the Church.

Like all authentic icons, it reveals something about the
inner life of God. What does it reveal?
When a mother and daughter exchange a look that makes
each of them quiver with delight, what is revealed is not, in
the end, something about God’s gender, namely, that God
is mother as well as father, female as well as male, that
God also loves us with the instincts of a mother. That is
true, of course, but it is not the central point.

FEAST DAYS
13 June St Anthony of Padua, priest, doctor
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Reflection
“The Lord created me when
his purpose first unfolded.”

A young couple were out walking one day, pushing a
pram that was carrying the newest addition to the family.
As they passed through the town, they met an older
acquaintance, who peered into the pram and asked about
the child, “What is it?” The father was very offended at
this line of enquiry and made his indignation known
when relating the incident years later.
The way in which we refer to people is important: we do
not usually talk about anymore, even a baby, as “it”.
That is a depersonalising, even a dehumanising form of
speech. It reduces a person to the level of an object, and
most people would regard it as lack of respect for a
human being. Language, in this case the use of pronouns,
is important and can reveal our way of thinking. St
Thomas Aquinas tells us that when we speak about God,
we use analogy: we express what we believe as we
understand it, but human language can never capture the
essence of God, and it can affect our conception of who
God is. One of the reasons for Jewish forbidding of
making images of God was that this practice limited
people’s ideas of God and confined their thinking to the
product of their own imagination, excluding other
notions that could be just as valid. In some ways, this is a
form of idolatry, where we worship our own idea, rather
than the God who is beyond all human comprehension.
When we come to think about the Blessed Trinity, we
are faced with three Persons: Father, Son and Spirit. The
first two are masculine in grammatical gender, so the
appropriate pronoun for each is “he”. The Spirit is
actually neuter in the text of the New Testament, so the
correct reference would be to “it”; but this is hardly a
respectful way to talk about the third person of the
Trinity, so usually the pronoun used is “he". So we have
two masculine words and one neuter term. There is,
therefore, often no feminine aspect suggested in our
language or vocabulary about the God we believe in.
This lack of feminine perspective seems to be at odds
with the thinking of the Bible. The opening chapter of
the book of Genesis tells us that God created human
beings "in a image of God”; and, just in case we missed
the point the author is making, we are then told that God
created them “male and female". The point is that,
according to Genesis, women are just as much the image
of God as are men.
The reading from Proverbs presents the figure of
Wisdom as God’s companion, God’s helper or
instrument, in the work of creation: in the Old
Testament, the figure of Wisdom is typically presented
as female. This is the figure that the evangelist John
presents as “the Word” in the Prologue to his Gospel and
applies to the person of Jesus. It is through the word that
God creates, communicates with human beings and
invites them into relationship: it is their decision whether
they accept or not.
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One of the features of the Catholic Church has always
been devotion to Mary, the mother of Jesus. Perhaps
part of the reason for this emphasis on Mary could be a
feeling in people that there is something missing in our
idea of God, that all three Persons of the Trinity are
often referred to in masculine terms. The absence of
any feminine language may suggest a lack in our
appreciation of who God really is, especially if we take
seriously the teaching of Genesis about both genders
being created in God’s image and likeness. Writers
have described Mary as “the feminine face of God”, but
this may be missing the point. Mary is not part of the
Trinity or the Godhead: she is a human being, like any
of us. If there is a feminine aspect to God, then it
belongs within the Trinity.
Could we think of the Holy Spirit as fulfilling this
function? Might we appreciate the Spirit as representing
a feminine aspect of the Trinity? This would then
encourage us all to think about the place of women in
the Church. In that way, might our understanding of the
Trinity, of God and the Church be greatly enriched?
- The living word -

While there is plenty of evidence that COVID is still active, the NSW State
Government, from Friday afternoon 22 April, has changed the requirements
for close contacts: -Rapid Test 5 times in the week, wear masks indoors,
avoid crowds.
But let’s keep good standards of hygiene and being tested if you are feeling
unwell.
Information is still available on the NSW government website:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19

Recently Deceased: Zina di Done’, Giannino Scappin, Emilio
Dodaro, Mafileo Tupou, Brigida Zanutto, Luciano Frisone, Elisa
Procopio, Luigi Rubbo, Sarina Isgro, Pauline Colvin, Giovanni Di
Bello, Grace Grasso, Luigi Lapanne, Carmela Carrolo, Rosaria
Lagana, Rosa Colangelo, Salvatore De Luca, Santina Lo Surdo.
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month
period before being removed.
Rest in Peace: Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia
Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen
Bedirian, Luigino De Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz
& families, Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso,
Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania
Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo
Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa,
Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack
McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari &
Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank
Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of
our community: Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria
Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken
Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline
Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda,
Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

Alpha at St Joan of Arc.
The first full program is now
over. Thanks for all who were
part of the team that made it
work for the participants.
Alpha will be on again in the Parish.
If you are interested, it’s worth noting
that Alpha, as it’s name suggests, is a
beginning. It isn’t about any particular
Christian church or denomination but
rather about the foundations of all
Christianity.

World Meeting of Families
24-26 June 2022

The Christian’s Final Journey: Preparation and Celebration
Pastoral Formation Day
This formation day is being jointly presented by Catholic Cemetery and
Crematoria and the ACU Centre for Liturgy. It will investigate Catholic
practices around burial and cremation, how to support those who grieve
and also what’s involved in preparing a funeral. It is relevant to Parish
Bereavement Teams, Parish Secretaries, Pastoral Associates, Family Faith
Educators, Teachers and school staff and anyone interested in learning more
about how Catholics prepare and celebrate funerals.
Date: 12 July 2022 Time: 9am-4pm (registration from 8.30am)
Venue: All Saints Parish Hall 48 George Street, Liverpool, NSW
Registration Fee: $60 per person (includes tea/coffee, lunch and a
workbook)
Registration is essential by: 1 July 2022
Enquiries: CentreforLiturgy@acu.edu.au or 02 9701 4751
Registration: www.acu.edu.au/pastoral-formation-funerals

Prayer for Ukraine with
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament in the Church
Fridays 2.15pm - 3.00pm.

As requested by Pope Francis, and with
the encouragement of Archbishop
Anthony Fisher OP, the World Meeting of
Families will be held locally in the
Archdiocese of Sydney to celebrate the
sanctity, beauty and vitality of family life
from Friday 24 to Sunday 26 June.
On Friday, the celebration begins at
parishes with the Feast of the Sacred
Heart; followed by Saturday, where
families join in a pilgrimage to sites and
shrines throughout the Archdiocese; and
culminating with celebrating the Eucharist
with His Grace at St Marys Cathedral on
Sunday with 10:30 am Mass, after which
families participate in the ‘Festival of
Families’ beside the cathedral with food,
coffee, music, stalls and activities for
children.
More information and resources for this
event are available at https://
www.sydneycatholic.org/world-meeting-of
-families/.

As we pray for peace in Ukraine, let us not forget all other
places where there is conflict, tyranny, oppression, hunger,
poverty, inequality ……….

Please complete your Parish Census form distributed at Easter and return it to the parish office. It is important for the parish
to have up-to-date information on its parishioners.
If you do not have a copy of the form please contact the office on admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

