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Feast of St Joan of Arc.
Mass on Friday 3 June commemorated our Patron Saint, Joan of Arc. It
was good that St Joan of Arc School were part of the Mass. During the
Mass the School presented to our St Vincent de Paul group the proceeds
of donations from the students and staff for people in need.
This link will take you to a video clip with a reflection about St Joan of
Arc https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPhbl-tjSoc
Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan
“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community,
particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within
our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.”

Living in the Holy Spirit
Few expressions so succinctly summarize what is asked of us
as Christians as does the expression: “to live in the Spirit.”
Too often, however, this phrase is used in a way that is too
pious, too over-charged with charismatic fervour, or too
theologically abstract to have much meaning for ordinary
people. It may well summarize Christian life, but it can also
be little more than a very vague platitude. What does it mean
“to live in the Spirit?”
St. Paul, in attempting to specify this, is anything but piously
deluded or theologically abstract. Rather he speaks with a
clarity that leaves almost no room for vagueness or false
sentiment. He begins by a certain VIA NEGATIVA, telling us
that, if in our lives there is “lewd conduct, impurity,
licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, hostilities, bickering,
jealousy, outbursts of rage, selfish rivalries, dissensions,
factionalism, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and the like”, then we
are not living in the spirit, pure and simple. Conversely, we
are living in the spirit when, in our lives, there is “charity, joy,
peace, patience, endurance, kindness, generosity, faith,
mildness, and chastity.” (Galatians, 5)
This is a valuable insight because, if we take Paul’s word’s
seriously, we can never delude ourselves into identifying true
life in the Spirit with what it is so often confused with,
namely, false piety and over-privatized sentiment (in pious
circles) and confrontation out of hurt, paranoia, and narrow
loyalties (in both liberal and conservative circles). When the
fruits of the Spirit are absent, irrespective of how spiritually
confident and self-righteous we might feel or how right our
cause might seem, then the Spirit too is absent. We must be
clear about this.
The Spirit is present only when charity, joy, peace, patience,
endurance, kindness, generosity, faith, mildness, and chastity
are deeply in our lives – and permeate the air around us.
The Holy Spirit, as classically defined in theology, is “the
love between the God and Christ, the Father and the Son.” It
is in meditating this concept that we come to some
understanding of what it means to live in the Spirit. Let me try
to elaborate on this by using a image, that of romantic love in
its peak fervour.
Imagine a man and a woman who are deeply, passionately,
and completely in love. What will characterize their
relationship? Constant giving and receiving, resulting in an
ever deeper relationship and an ever intensifying gratitude –
which will leave them both, daily, feeling ever more mellow,
joyful, peaceful, mild, patient, chaste, and wanting to reach
out and share with others what is so quickening in their own
lives. Moreover, their love for each other will create, around
them, an ambience, a climate, an atmosphere, of charity, joy,
peace, patience, mildness, and chastity. The movement of
giving-and-receiving-in- gratitude between them will create a
warm hearth where others will spontaneously come to seek
warmth in a world which offers too little peace, patience, joy,
and the like.
Such a relationship can be a modest indicator for what
happens in the Trinity, of how the Father and the Son generate
the Spirit, and what results from this generation.

•
•
•
•

The Father constantly creates and gives life.
The Son receives life from the Father and gives it back in
gratitude.
This then (as is true in all relationships wherein gift is
received lovingly) makes it possible for the Father to give
even more to the Son.
As this flow of life, this giving and receiving, goes on,
gratitude intensifies and an energy, a spirit, the Holy

•

Spirit, is created.
This Spirit, since it is generated by gratitude, naturally is a
Spirit of charity, joy, peace, patience, goodness, longsuffering, mildness, faith, and chastity. It is then too a
spirit that is naturally incompatible with idolatry, adultery,
violence, gossip, factionalism, jealousy, rage, and
infidelity.

When we meditate on how the Holy Spirit is generated, we are
under less illusion as to what it means to live in the Spirit. To
believe that we are living in the Spirit when our lives are not
permeated by, and radiating, gratitude is to be dangerously
deluded. We must be clear about this, lest, as poet William
Stafford puts it: “Following the wrong God home, we may
both miss our star.”
Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. He can be
contacted through his website, www.ronrolheiser.com. Now on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

Please know that you are always welcome to join
St Joan of Arc Parish Celebrations
EUCHARIST:
Weekend:
Saturday evening …………5.00pm
Sunday : ..………………9.00am & 6.00pm
(Check for changes on special Feast
Days)
Weekdays:
Tuesday Only if be pre-booked for 1 month or 1 year of anniversary of
death Masses 7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am
Friday ….……………………………………..…….….9.15am
Please note that windows & doors need to be opened at Mass.

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday …………………………….4:30pm - 4.50pm
BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am. Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is
expected.
MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office
to book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage
Course is encouraged.
For Baptisms and Marriages priority is given to parishioners of
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If
they desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is
only right that arrangements would be made for them to
receive these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of
the healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ
administered through the Church.
FEAST DAYS
6 June The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church
9 June St Ephrem, deacon, doctor
11th June St Barnabas
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“We shall come to him
And make our home with him.”
Photo-bombing is a recent craze in which a person tries,
to get into someone else’s photograph. It is mostly a bit
of harmless fun, and with so many people using mobile
phones to take pictures of themselves, photo-bombing is
easy enough. It may happen accidentally. At the 2014
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow, Scotland, Queen
Elizabeth II was passing behind two hockey players
taking a selfie when she inadvertently photo-bombed
them. At least, it was assumed to be an accident,
although the Queen did have a rather mischievous smile
on her face.
Although photo-bombing may seem like an entirely
modern phenomenon, it does have some roots in history.
Long before the days of photography, Renaissance artists
liked to include themselves, or their clients, in paintings
of religious subjects. Some people disapproved. King
Philip II of Spain certainly did. Philip was a great patron
of the arts but he had something of a paintings shortage
when he came to decorate the vast interiors of his new
home, the Escorial, which was a kind of a palace -cummonastery. This was a wonderful opportunity for a new
artistic talent and an artist known as El Greco managed
to secure a valuable commission. The trouble was that
the King had very decided tastes, and Philip felt
uncomfortable when El Greco depicted members of the
King’s family including the King himself, in a painting
of saints and angels adoring the Holy Name. He liked his
religious paintings “pure”. After all, earth was earth, and
heaven was heaven.
El Greco did not receive any further royal commission
from King Philip, but it did not stop him. In his
enormously tall canvas the day of Pentecost, the artist
placed himself in the same room as Our Lady and the
apostles. Pentecost is the feast we celebrate today, and El
Greco depicts the scene as we heard it described in our
first reading, with tongues of fire coming to rest upon the
heads of each of the friends and family of Jesus. And
there is El Greco gazing out of the picture quite
unapologetically, as if to say, “Here I am, alongside Our
Lady and the apostles, celebrating this great birthday of
the Church in company with them.” He understood that
the coming of the Holy Spirit was no private affair. This
outpouring of God’s love was a torrent and by all
accounts it sounded like one. The noise was so loud that
a crowd of foreign pilgrims in Jerusalem came to find
out what was going on. The apostles were only too eager
to tell them. What an amazing gathering that must have
been-yet in all the commotion, no one was left out, nor
left feeling unsure of what was happening, for the
apostles found themselves able to communicate in the
language of each one of those international visitors.
Pentecost was a celebration of diversity and inclusivity
such as the world had never known.
El Greco was not being sacrilegious when he included
himself in the Pentecost scene, even when he painted one
of the tongues of fire resting upon his own head. Today’s
gospel makes it clear that anyone who loves Jesus is
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beloved of God: God will come to that person and
make a home with them. None of us, then, needs think
of Pentecost as past history, or as someone else’s
celebration, one in which we have no right to take part.
El Greco evidently experienced the power of God’s
love for himself. For one thing, there is no ceiling in his
painting. It felt to him, perhaps, as if, with the coming
of the Spirit, earth and heaven had somehow blended
into one. And he painted the apostles with unnaturally
elongated necks as though he too, sometimes sensed
himself being stretched beyond the confines of the
earthly dimension in which he lived.
The life of heaven continues to transform ordinary
people like us into spiritual beings. St Paul reminds us
that we are part of God’s family, privileged to address
God as our Father. We need no longer be mastered by
selfish inclinations because the Spirit moves us in a
different direction, stretching us beyond our selfabsorption as we allow Jesus to live out his own life
within us. We may never hear the sound of rushing
wind, nor feel tongues of fire rest upon our heads, but
we can be sure that God has made a home with us- a
forever home.
- The living word -

While there is plenty of evidence that COVID is still active, the NSW State
Government, from Friday afternoon 22 April, has changed the requirements
for close contacts: -Rapid Test 5 times in the week, wear masks indoors,
avoid crowds.
But let’s keep good standards of hygiene and being tested if you are feeling
unwell.
Information is still available on the NSW government website:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19

Recently Deceased: Emilio Dodaro, Mafileo Tupou, Brigida
Zanutto, Luciano Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Luigi Rubbo, Sarina Isgro,
Pauline Colvin, Giovanni Di Bello, Grace Grasso, Luigi Lapanne,
Carmela Carrolo, Rosaria Lagana, Rosa Colangelo, Salvatore De
Luca, Santina Lo Surdo, Angela Anselmo, Nella Medaglia Peter
Mauceri
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month
period before being removed.
Rest in Peace: Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia
Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen
Bedirian, Luigino De Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz
& families, Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso,
Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania
Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo
Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa,
Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack
McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari &
Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank
Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of
our community: Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria
Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken
Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline
Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda,
Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

St Joan of Arc Alpha had it’s
final meeting on Wednesday
June 1.
Thanks to the Alpha Team
who made sure it happened; thanks to
the catering volunteers who made sure
participants were fed. Thanks to the
participants who, we hope, were either
affirmed in their faith or discovered new
dimensions in the meaning of their lives
in the love of God revealed in Christ
Jesus.

Joy and Resentment Cannot Coexist
Of one thing I am sure. Complaining is selfperpetuating and counterproductive. Whenever I
express my complaints in the hope of evoking pity
and receiving the satisfaction I so much desire, the
result is always the opposite of what I tried to get. A

complainer is hard to live with, and very few people
know how to respond to the complaints made by a
self-rejecting person. The tragedy is that, often, the
complaint, once expressed, leads to that which is
most feared: further rejection. . . .
Joy and resentment cannot
coexist.

© Henri J.M. Nouwen/Henri Nouwen Society
Prayer for Ukraine with
Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament in the Church
Fridays 2.15pm - 3.00pm.

Are you being called?

We are seeking members of the
community to serve
in various ministry roles Reader, Acolytes,
Extraordinary Ministers of Communion,
Children’s Liturgy, Music Ministry,
Church Wardens, running PowerPoint at
Mass etc.
All ministry areas need more people to
assist, so that it doesn’t fall on the same
few people.
If you would like to discuss further or are
unsure how you can help, please speak to
Fr Phil or Maria either in person or contact
the office on 9798 6657.

As we pray for peace in Ukraine, let us not forget all other
places where there is conflict, tyranny, oppression, hunger,
poverty, inequality ……….

Please complete your Parish Census form distributed at Easter and return it to the parish office. It is important for the parish
to have up-to-date information on its parishioners.
If you do not have a copy of the form please contact the office on admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has

