
 

 

Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 

YEAR C                  SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER             22 MAY, 2022               

Welcome to  

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

 
Presbytery Office:  

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  

P: 02 9798 6657  

E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  

W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 

Parish Secretary:  

Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm 

Thank you to all who contributed cakes/slices etc. for the 
morning tea. Also to our wonderful organising committee 
and the families and children from St Joan of Arc School 

who assisted with set up, serving and cleaning up. 
 

 It was a wonderful gathering and through the generosity 
of your donations approximately $950 was raised. These 
proceeds will go towards dedicated research, prevention, 
improving treatments and supporting patients, families 

and carers. 

St Joan of Arc Social Justice group has invited members 

of the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry (ACM) to join us at 

Mass on Sunday 29th May - 9am Mass. 
 

The ACM was established in the 1980s to support   

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and the 

Church’s commitment to reconciliation.  
 

At this Mass the parish will be presented with an 

Acknowledgement of Country plaque with the name of 

the Aboriginal Community for our local area. 
 

Come join us to celebrate culture together. 

A Prayer for Ukraine 
God of peace and justice, 
we pray for the people of Ukraine today. 
We pray for peace and the laying down of 
weapons. 
We pray for all those who fear for tomorrow, 
that your Spirit of comfort would draw near to 
them, 
We pray for those with power over war or peace, 
for wisdom, discernment and compassion 
to guide their decisions. 
Above all, we pray for all your precious children,  
  at risk and in fear 
that you would hold and protect them. 
that you would hold and protect them. 
We pray in the name of Jesus, the Prince of Peace 
Amen. 
Archbishop Justin Welby;  
Archbishop Stephen Cottrell 

HABERFIELD CONFERENCE OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Conference express their thanks to everyone who 
contributed to our recent clothing drive.  We collected over 80 bags 
which will assist our brothers and sisters in need.  We’re planning 
to have another clothing drive in spring so there will be a further 
opportunity to clean out your wardrobes. 

Again many thanks for your generosity. 

Our Vision as presented in our Strategic Plan 

“...a welcoming and modern Catholic community grounded in faith and spirituality, we want to engage with and build a broader community, 

particularly among the young and with the families of our local Catholic school as well as providing pastoral outreach to those in need within 

our Haberfield community and also reach out to deliver broader social justice in our community, our nation and beyond.” 

Feast  

of  

St Joan  

of Arc 

Will be  

celebrated on 

Friday 3rd June 

at 9:15am. 

Please join us 

for this special 

day.  

All welcome. 



 

 

Please know that you are always welcome to join  
St Joan of Arc Parish Celebrations 
 

EUCHARIST: 
Weekend:    
 Saturday evening …………5.00pm 
    Sunday : ..………………9.00am & 6.00pm  
    (Check for changes  on special Feast 
Days) 
Weekdays:  
 Tuesday   Only if  be pre-booked for 1 month or 1 year of anniversary of 

      death Masses  7.30pm 
 Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am 
 Friday ….……………………………………..…….….9.15am 
 

Please note that windows & doors need to be opened at Mass. 
 

RECONCILIATION: 
                Saturday   …………………………….4:30pm - 4.50pm 
 

BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at  
                   11am.  Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is   
       expected. 
 

MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at 
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office 
to book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage 
Course is encouraged.  
 

For Baptisms and  Marriages priority is given to parishioners of  
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish 

 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK - EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND 
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of 
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If 
they desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is 
only right that arrangements would be made for them to 
receive these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of 
the healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ 
administered through the Church. 

FEAST  DAYS  

 

24 May Our Lady Help of Christians 

 

While there is plenty of evidence that COVID is still active, the 
NSW State Government, from Friday afternoon 22 April, has 
changed the requirements for close contacts: -Rapid Test 5 
times in the week, wear masks indoors, avoid crowds. 

But let’s keep good standards of hygiene and  being tested if 
you are feeling unwell.  

Information is still available on the NSW government website:  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19  

St Vincent de Paul Assist a Student Program 
This program aims to support children and young     
people in developing countries to access educational 
opportunities and break the cycle of poverty.  Students 
are provided with school resources, uniforms and basic 
items such as shoes and socks. The program supports 
children and young people in SVDP’s partner countries 
which include India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, the 
Philippines, Indonesia, Thailand, Myanmar, Kiribati and 
the Solomon Islands. 
If you would like to make a donation please visit 
donate.vinnies.org.au/assist-a-student  

Thursday, 19 May 2022  
A Statement from the Catholic Archbishop of Sydney, 
Most Rev. Anthony Fisher OP  
 

It is truly a dark day for New South Wales. 
 

I am deeply saddened that the Voluntary Assisted Dying 
Bill 2021 has passed the NSW Parliament. 
 

The disturbing nature of this legislation is compounded 
by the way the debate over amendments was conducted. 
All amendments put forward by those who would seek 
to make this deadly regime even a little bit safer were 
rejected. 
 

That no meaningful amendments were accepted speaks 
to a ‘winner takes all’ approach by the proponents of 
this bill and reveals an ugliness that has invaded our 
politics. This does not bode well for the protection of 
our most vulnerable citizens. 
 

The 57th Parliament of NSW will be remembered as 
having the shameful record of passing two of the most 
anti-life pieces of legislation that exist in Australia, and 
indeed around the world. 
 

If a civilisation is to be judged by how it treats its 
weakest members, the NSW parliament has failed 
miserably and has set a dark and dangerous path for all 
posterity, determining a new and disturbing definition of 
what it means to be human. 
 

I thank those few members in both houses of parliament 
who spoke out against this bill, often in the face of 
disdain and disparagement from their parliamentary 
colleagues, from pro-euthanasia lobby groups and from 
the media. 
 

I also thank members of the medical and legal 
professions, religious leaders of many faiths and pro-life 
groups who lobbied on behalf of the sick and elderly and 
their right to receive real choice at the end of life. 
 

Despite our disappointment, our fight for life does not 
end with this vote. If anything, it begins anew. We must 
redouble our efforts to care for those who are victims of 
the ‘throwaway culture’ and instead rebuild a culture of 
life and love in this state. 

 

Please complete your Parish Census form distributed at 
Easter and return it to the parish office. It is important for the 
parish to have up-to-date information on its parishioners. 

If you do not have a copy of the form please contact the 
office on admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
http://www.donate.vinnies.org.au/assist-a-student
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Reflection 
 

‘It has been decided by the holy Spirit and by 
ourselves not to saddle you with any burden.’ 

 
The European football tournament that took place in the 
summer of 2021, having been postponed for a year 
because of the pandemic, will for many years be a 
memory of pride and shame for the English. A talented 
young team and its humble, thoughtful manager led 
England through a summer of extraordinary hope after a 
winter of pandemic-driven anxiety and depression. They 
were joyful in victory and gracious in defeat, unlike a 
small minority of fans whose hate-fuelled racist abuse of 
the country they claimed to support. 
 

Many of the England team were of migrant origin and 
showed gratitude for the country that welcomed their 
families. One of the players, Marcus Rashford, led a 
campaign for free school meals that illustrated a spirit of 
compassion and generosity rooted in gratitude and a well-
deserved pride in his own achievement and those of his 
single mother, who brought her family up in poverty. All 
attempts to exclude and divide are rooted in fear and 
prejudice. If this is clearly illustrated in football, there is 
also a lesson here for the Church to reflect on. 
 

Today’s readings all contain teaching for us as 
individuals, but much more for us as the body of Christ in 
the world. The early church struggled to discern between 
true and false teaching and to preserve the community 
from all attempts to divert attention from Jesus’ 
unequivocal teaching about welcoming sinners into the 
Kingdom. While it is important that we continue to 
discern where we are being led in Spirit and truth, Pope 
Francis has been equally unequivocal in his insistence 
that we cannot turn the church into a private members’ 
club, where those on the inside wear their virtue like a 
medal. In early church, sinners would be excluded from 
community for years, their penitent status obvious for all 
to see. Every attempt we make to separate those we 
consider sinners from participation in the gathered 
community is similar in spirit to this excluding attitude. 
 

The first reading, from Acts, gives us an illustration of 
this. It tells of an argument in the early Church about 
whether those who were not of the Jewish faith should 
have strict rules about membership imposed upon them. 
This quarrel about admitting pagans to the early church is 
the first of many attempts throughout the Church’s 
history to control and exclude access to grace. We see it 
today in arguments about admittance to the sacraments. 
The church is a field hospital, not a fortress. The 
sacraments are medicine for those who are sick, not a 
reward for those who are virtuous. We are called to the 
freedom of the children of God, but we repeatedly prefer 
the security of slavery to the responsibility that comes 
with such freedom. 
 

It is part the challenge of discernment that we have to try 
to balance the teaching of the Church with Christ's call to 
freedom, mercy and compassion. The 2015 Synod on the 
family wrestled with these thorny issues as it looked at 
the exclusion from the sacraments of people who are 

Recently Deceased: Mafileo Tupou, Brigida Zanutto, Luciano 
Frisone, Elisa Procopio, Luigi Rubbo, Sarina Isgro, Pauline Colvin, 
Giovanni Di Bello, Grace Grasso, Luigi Lapanne, Carmela Carrolo, 
Rosaria Lagana, Rosa Colangelo, Salvatore De Luca, Santina Lo 
Surdo, Angela Anselmo, Nella Medaglia Peter Mauceri  
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month 
period before being removed. 
 

Rest in Peace:  Domenico Nicita, Kaliammah Subramaniam, Grazia 
Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen 
Bedirian, Luigino De Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz 
& families, Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, 
Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania 
Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo 
Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe Aversa, 
Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack 
McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & 
Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank 
Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members of 
our community:  Glen Dixon, Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria 
Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken 
Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline 
Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, 
Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify 
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or 
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657  

divorced and remarried or those in same–sex 
relationships. There is no easy answer to these 
questions, but the teaching of the gospel is quite clear, 
as is Pope Francis’ stated preference for a “bruised, 
hurting and dirty” Church. 
 

The story from Acts, like the vision of John in the 
Apocalypse, from which we heard an extract in our 
second reading, serves to remind us that we are guests at 
Christ’s table at the Eucharistic feast, not hosts or 
bouncers, controlling who is welcome. Christ himself is 
the feast and the one who issues the invitations. Every  
member of the Church is a sinner, welcomed by his 
compassion and mercy. The Spirit, whose coming Christ 
promises in the Gospel, brings peace and drives out fear. 
But it is fear that drives human attempts to exclude and 
control, whether in society’s many prejudices like 
racism, sexism and homophobia, or within the church 
when we judge others to be “outsider”. The challenge to 
us is to look at the root of our judgements and to 
overcome prejudice with courage and fear with freedom. 
In God’s house all are welcome. 
 
                                                        - The living word - 

St Joan of Arc Alpha continues. Please 

keep the team and participants in your 

prayers.  

 Prayer for Ukraine with 

Exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament in the Church  

Fridays  2.15pm - 3.00pm.  



 

 

Fr Schmitz will examine the great adventure of calling 

and forming disciples which saints and sinners have 

been living from the time of the apostles until the 

present day.       Please register at 

www.gomakedisciples.org.au/cas-events 

Inquiries: parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 

Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 

you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 

Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 

want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese 

Easter Arsonists of the Heart 
 
Theologian-poet, John Shea, once commented on the resurrection 
appearances of Jesus: 
 

 “On the road that escapes Jerusalem 
 and winds along the ridge to Emmaus 
 two disillusioned youths 
 drag home their crucified dream. 
 

 “They had smelled messiah in the air 
 and rose to the scarred and ancient hope 
 only to mourn what might have been. 
 And now a sudden stranger falls upon their loss 
 with excited words about mustard seeds 
 and surprises hidden at the heart of death 
 and that evil must be kissed upon the lips 
 and that every scream is redeemed for it echoes 
 in the ear of God and do you not understand 
 what died upon the cross was fear. 
 

 “They protested their right to despair but he said, 
 ‘My Father’s laughter fills the silence of the tomb.’ 
 Because they did not understand, they offered him food. 
 And in the breaking of the bread 
 they knew the impostor for who he was – 
 the arsonist of the heart.” 
         –The Hour of the Unexpected 
 

The resurrection of Christ challenges us to new life – to believe,  
precisely, that there are surprises hidden at the heart of death: that 
every scream, tear and cry is redeemed, and that God’s laughter is 
stronger than death. Ultimately, belief in the resurrection asks us to 
believe that, despite a strong experience to the contrary, reality is 
gracious, light does triumph over darkness, love over self-interest, 
justice over oppression, peace over chaos, fulfilment over hunger. 
Faith in the resurrection is the trust that, in the end, everything is 
good. 
 

But it is hard, almost impossible, to believe that. Why? Because  
experience constantly belies it. At least, so it seems. Despair comes 
easier than faith. Too often self-interest, loneliness, oppression, 
greed, bitterness and darkness triumph in our world. It seems naive 
not to believe that they represent our Omega, our final unresurrected, 
non-redeemed destiny. The disciples of Jesus, themselves,           
experienced a lot of doubt, even on the original Easter Sunday. They, 
like us, were mourning crucified dreams. 
 

What reversed this? What moved them from despair to new hope? 
 

It was not just the fact of the resurrection that changed them, for they 
doubted, huddled in fear, locked doors, despaired and tried to go back 
to their old ways of life even after they had seen the empty tomb. 
What brought resurrection faith was the in-the-flesh appearance of 
the resurrected Christ. Slowly, gently, through these appearances, 
Christ built up their faith until they no longer needed these           
appearances. We are built up in faith through appearances of Christ 
in the flesh. Where does the resurrected Christ have flesh in our 
world? 
 

The resurrected Christ appears to us in the flesh in those persons who 
are arsonists of the heart, who truly make our hears burn within us. 
What kind of persons burn messianic holes within us? Those who 
speak of mustard seeds, who tell us about the value of what’s hidden, 
small and insignificant; those who tell us that pain can bring deep 
meaning and redemption; those who tell us that, despite all, reality is 
gracious and we can trust and love. They are those who tell us that 
we should be less afraid, that paranoia is an illness, metanoia is   
salvation; who tell us that bitterness is not noble, it’s hell, that     
cynicism and stoicism are forms of despair, that life is not tragic, that 
tears are redemptive, that the Christian call is to celebration. 
 

They are those who tell us that it is not too late for us, that there is 
still plenty of time to live anew, to become what we were meant to 
be, beyond self-interest. They are those who tell us to make merry 
and dance, for all is well. These kinds of words stir what’s best   
within us, burn holes in us, stir faith, roll stones back from tombs, 

show us the resurrected Christ in the flesh. 
 

And that flesh always looks ordinary. The arsonist of the heart   
invariably looks like someone we know, an ordinary somebody, like 
the resurrected Christ in his appearances – a gardener, a cook, a 
stranger.  It is interesting to speculate as to why the disciples so  
often didn’t recognize Christ after the resurrection. After all, he had 
only been dead for a day and a half when he first appeared. Yet 
Mary Magdala, who surely knew him well, took him for a gardener. 
Later, on the road and on the shore, his disciples took him to be a 
stranger, then a cook. Only in the breaking of the bread did they 
recognize him as the Christ. 
 

That is why as we journey together, mourning so many of our cruci-
fied dreams, we would do well to be attentive to what causes arson 
in the heart. We should learn to look more closely at each other’s 
faces during the breaking of the bread. 
 
Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. 
He can be contacted through his website, www.ronrolheiser.com. 
Now on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser  

Are you being called? 
 
We are seeking members of the community to serve in various 
ministry roles - Reader, Acolytes, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Communion, Children’s Liturgy, Music Ministry, Church 
Wardens, running PowerPoint at Mass etc. All ministry areas 
need more people to assist, so that it doesn’t fall on the same 
few people.  
 
If you would like to discuss further or are unsure how you can 
help, please speak to Fr Phil or Maria either in person or    
contact the office on 9798 6657. 

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/bc8dg/2219481/tCWIbEqj6yR7Q7CvFTvHwlvbLMdarMVHE6Gpr1Bf.html
mailto:parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org
http://www.ronrolheiser.com/
http://www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

