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A Prayer for Peace
How do we pray for peace from half a world away?
How can words salve and soothe real wounds,
Assuage real fears, Wipe tears from real eyes?
God of endless compassion, transform our prayers
From words into bridges, that span the distances
Between us, uniting our hearts in yours.
Every time we turn our keys in a lock,
May we remember all who are losing their homes.
Every time we step into our cars,
May we remember all who are having to flee.
Every time we embrace our children,
May we remember all who are trying to shield theirs
from war.
May our besieged sisters and brothers
Be drawn into the arms of the suffering Christ,
And may our cry be heard as one voice,
Ringing out from every corner of the earth:
God of endless mercy, grant us peace.
Amen.
-Cameron Bellm

Last Sunday evening the Christian communities of
Haberfield came together for an Ecumenical Prayer
Service for Ukraine. Please continue to pray for the
people of Ukraine and that peace will come soon.
————————————————-

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal
As millions of people are likely to be displaced
due to Russia’s invasion, your support is more
important than ever for the people of Ukraine.
Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/ukraine-appeal/
Donations over $2 are ta x deductible.

Prayer for Ukraine with Exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament will continue in the Church 5-6pm
every Wednesday and Friday evening in March. All
welcome
There will also be a 30 minute prayer time on
Friday 25 March commencing at 2.30pm as a
chance for parents picking up children to take part
in praying for peace.

St Vincent de Paul Society is asking whatever support can be given to assist flood victims.
Ctrl/left click this line in the bulletin on our
website St Vincent de Paul Society NSW - Flood
Appeal (vinnies.org.au) to be taken to Vinnies
website for the donations page.
Alternatively enter this URL in your browser
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-nsw/vinnies-nsw-flood-appeal

Please know that you are
always welcome to join in
St Joan of Arc Parish
Celebrations
EUCHARIST:
Weekend:
Saturday evening …………5.00pm
Sunday : ..………………9.00am & 6.00pm
(Check for changes on special Feast Days)
Weekdays:
Tuesday Only if be pre-booked for 1 month or 1 year of anniversary of
death Masses 7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am
Friday ….……………………………………..…….….9.15am

From Friday morning, 25th February, in NSW, Covid
safety regulations have been eased almost completely.
Places of Worship have no specific limits although rules
for masks and distancing still apply in some types of
services or businesses, However we are still advised/
encouraged to observe some basic practices.
Hand sanitising and wearing masks, while optional, still
provide a good level of protection, as does keeping
distanced where possible. And staying at home if you
are feeling unwell.
QR codes or signing in are no longer needed.

Please note that windows & doors need to be opened at Mass.

Reports of a new Omicron variant tell us that Covid
hasn’t gone away and that infections are likely to
increase a lot in the next month.

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday …………………………….4:30pm—4.50pm

So let’s be cautious and continue to protect one
another.

BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am. Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is
expected.

Also, you will have noticed that more Church doors are
now open, but we will keep the main centre door
closed, probably until the Easter Vigil.

MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office to
book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage Course is
encouraged.
For Baptisms and Marriages priority is given to parishioners of
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish

ANOINTING OF THE SICK—EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If
they desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is
only right that arrangements would be made for them to
receive these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of
the healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ
administered through the Church.
FEAST DAYS
23 March, St Turibius of Mogrovejo, bishop
25 March -THE ANNUNCIATION,TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 7 May 2022
St Vincent de Paul Clothing Collection
The perfect opportunity to sort through wardrobes!
Good quality clothing and related items will be
collected from your home by SVDP volunteers.
More details to be provided nearer to the date.

Information is still available on the NSW government
website: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19

Everything that Belongs to Jesus is Given for Us
to Receive
Our lives are destined to become like the life of
Jesus. The whole purpose of Jesus’ ministry is to
bring us to the house of his Father. Not only did
Jesus come to free us from the bonds of sin and
death; he also came to lead us into the intimacy of
his divine life. It is difficult for us to imagine what
this means. We tend to emphasize the distance
between Jesus and ourselves. We see Jesus as the
all-knowing and all-powerful Son of God who is
unreachable for us sinful, broken human beings.
But in thinking this way, we forget that Jesus came
to give us his own life. He came to lift us up into
loving community with the Father. Only when we
recognize the radical purpose of Jesus’ ministry
will we be able to understand the meaning of the
spiritual life. Everything that belongs to Jesus is
given for us to receive. All that Jesus does we may
also do.

© Henri J.M. Nouwen/Henri Nouwen Society

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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“A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard”
Introduction
Gardening teaches us not only patience but also the
unpredictability of growth. Well-established plants,
much-loved shrubs and tall trees may grow in
established patterns but can be suddenly struck down
by blight, disease or a storm. Across Europe in recent
years there have been many outbreaks of ash dieback
disease caused by a virulent fungus. This once familiar
tree with its bunches of seeds is under threat. New and
tender plants can be difﬁcult to establish. Beautifullooking plants bought from garden centres can be very
root-bound, ﬁnd it difﬁcult to live in the harsh world of
rain and cold, and often fail to grow and ﬂourish in a
ﬂower bed. Young plants attract slugs and snails in
large numbers. The time of planting, and the state of
the soil and its dryness or moisture, make a huge
difference. Hope is often disappointed, sometimes by a
lack of preparation of the environment in which the
plant will grow. Sometimes it is only in the second year
that a plant becomes established. A little simple
gardening can open a person up to more
understanding of the complex life of plants and their
conditions for growth as well as being very therapeutic
if we are patient.
Most of Jesus' teaching is to rural peoples in Galilee
and Judaea. This is the setting of many parables about
growth and God's providential care. It is the world of
vines, mustard seeds, ﬁg trees, sowing and reaping
grain, wheat, Weeds, rain, wind and the sun as well as
the birds of the air. So often Jesus teaches about the
work necessary for good harvests. The people whom he
teaches understand the rhythms of nature but also that
they cannot control the outcome; they are dependent
upon God's providence. All this helps us understand
more fully the ways in which God's kingdom breaks
into the world and the Lenten message of preparation
to put on the mind and heart of Christ. In rich soil of
the heart, Christ will help us bear fruit that will last.
Gospel Teaching
Today's readings present the image of the Lord who
cares for his people with compassion and love but at
the same time calls them back to himself in
conversion. The Gospel confronts the mystery of
suffering and whether this is part of God's punishment
of people for not following God's Law. Jesus gives two
examples of people who suffered: the Galileans and
eighteen people killed when the tower of Siloam
collapsed. Some people must have said they were being
punished for their sins. Jesus tells us that these events
are not as a result of sin and are not God's punishment.
This does not, however, diminish the need to repent
and turn away from sin and bring one's life into
harmony with God's plan.
This is also the message that St Paul delivers to the
community at Corinth. He uses the experience of the
Jewish people in the desert during the Exodus to look
forward to the experience of the Church. This is called
a “typological” interpretation that helps us understand

the Christian experience in light of the Old Testament
and so enriches both. In the desert, God guided God's
people by a cloud, let them pass through the Red Sea,
fed them with manna and gave them water to drink
from the rock that produced a stream of water
accompanying them on their journey to the promised
land. But they clung to their idols and failed to love
and serve the living God. Paul says that the Christians
in Corinth have been guided by the Holy Spirit,
baptised by water, fed by the Eucharist, and have
Christ as their rock who stays with his Church. Yet
they too fail to live out the teaching of the Gospel. The
warning is again a call to repentance.
Application
Jesus uses the beautiful image of the ﬁg tree to
illustrate the patience of God The owner of the
vineyard is concerned that the ﬁg tree does not
produce ﬁgs and wants to cut it down. His tenant
farmer, who looks after the ﬁg trees and knows more
about them, tells him to be patient. He will feed the
tree, tend it and look after it, and asks for one more
year to allow the tree to produce ﬁgs. He is wise.
Jesus presents an image of God as compassionate and
merciful. This is the God whose mercy and love we
are called to reﬂect in our lives and to whom we seek
to grow closer in this Lenten season.

The Living Word

Recently Deceased: Salvatore Procopio, Peter Mauceri, Angelo
Testa, Salvatore Angilleta, Bruno Aurisicchio, Kathleen Gannon,
Domenica Pellegrino, Mary Camilleri, Esther Doyle, Giovanna
Vincenzino, Marie Cassidy, Salvatore Tropiano, Gianna Picone,
Teresa Manno, Teresa Cama.
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month
period before being removed.
Rest in Peace: Domenico Nicita, Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda,
Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De
Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families,
Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso,
Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore
Catania Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta,
Cosimo Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta,
Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong,
Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim
Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya
Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in
Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin,
Vittoria Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos,
Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre,
Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci,
Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

It’s not too late to stop the proposed Euthanasia
legislation!
The NSW Upper House of Parliament is currently examining the
Euthanasia Bill passed by the Lower House – though not by a large
majority. There is still time to persuade Members of Parliament that
the obvious crisis in good aged care this is not the time for such
legislation. Please contact your local member or members of the
Upper House, and sign the online ePetition at this link:
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL - Signing ePetition - Please unanimously reject
the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill 2021 (nsw.gov.au)
For more background information about the issues, and the politics,
of euthanasia and assisted suicide search for: Hope Australia

This could help those caring
for aged relatives to gain
some insights into Ageing
and the care they give.

St Joan of Arc Alpha has
commenced. Please keep the team
and participants in your prayers.

Dignity
In much of our talk about death with dignity
today, there is the implication that the person
who chooses diminishment and suffering over
euthanasia dies a less dignified death.
The dominant ethos of our culture is that
physical diminishment and suffering are seen as
a very assault on our dignity. This has not
always been the case; indeed, in former times
an aged, physically diminished body was seen
as something dignified and beautiful.
Why is our view of dignity different today?
It is different because of how we conceive of
dignity and beauty. For us, these have to do
mainly with physical health, physical vitality, and
the physical attractiveness of the human body.
That makes it difficult for us to see any process
that diminishes and humbles the human body
by robbing it of its vitality and physical
attractiveness as being a dignified one. And yet
that is normally how the death process works. If
you have ever journeyed with someone dying
from a terminal disease and been at their
bedside when he or she died, you know that
physically this is not pretty. Disease can do
horrible things to the body. But does this destroy
dignity? Does it make one less beautiful?
That depends on one’s spirituality and on what
one considers as dignified and beautiful.
Consider Jesus’ death. By today’s concept, his
was not a very dignified death. When the
Romans chose crucifixion as a method of
capital punishment, they had more in mind than
just ending someone’s life. Besides wanting to
make a person suffer optimally, they also
wanted to publicly humiliate his body. Hence the
person was stripped naked, with his genitals
exposed, and when he went into spasms in the
moments before death, his bowels would
loosen. What can be more humiliating or less
beautiful? Yet, who would say that Jesus did not
die with dignity?
I am the first to admit that the issue of death
with dignity is an extremely complex one that
raises legal, medical, psychological, familial,
societal, ethical, and spiritual questions for
which there are no simple answers.
But inside all these questions there still lies an
aesthetic one: what, ultimately, makes for
beauty? How, ultimately, do we see dignity?
Does a person with a still attractive,
undiminished, physical body, who voluntarily
chooses to die before that beauty is despoiled
by disease, die more dignified than did Jesus?
Used with permission of the author; Oblate
Father Ron Rolheiser. He can be contacted
through his website
https://ronrolheiser.com/ Or follow on Facebook
www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser

