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Peace Prayer of St Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your
peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness; joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not
so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to
eternal life. Amen

Explore life, faith, meaning at Alpha
The alpha series provides a space to explore the
Christian faith, and to ask questions about life and
faith in an open and friendly environment.

Come join us for a video and chat.
First session was on Wednesday 9 March
but it’s OK to come next Wednesday,
7pm - St Joan of Arc Primary School
88 Dalhousie Street Haberfield.
To express your interest please see link
https://www.alpha.org.au/try
Or go to the Alpha page on our Parish website
St Vincent de Paul Society is asking whatever support can be given to assist flood victims.
Ctrl/left click this line in the bulletin on our
website St Vincent de Paul Society NSW - Flood
Appeal (vinnies.org.au) to be taken to Vinnies
website for the donations page.
Alternatively enter this URL in your browser
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-nsw/vinnies-nsw-flood-appeal

Please know that you are
always welcome to join in
St Joan of Arc Parish
Celebrations
EUCHARIST:
Weekend:
Saturday evening …………5.00pm
Sunday : ..………………9.00am & 6.00pm
(Check for changes on special Feast Days)
Weekdays:
Tuesday Only if be pre-booked for 1 month or 1 year of anniversary of
death Masses 7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am
Friday ….……………………………………..…….….9.15am

From Friday morning, 25th February, in NSW, Covid
safety regulations have been eased almost completely.
Places of Worship have no specific limits although rules
for masks and distancing still apply in some types of
services or businesses, However we are still advised/
encouraged to observe some basic practices.
Hand sanitising and wearing masks, while optional, still
provide a good level of protection, as does keeping
distanced where possible. And staying at home if you
are feeling unwell.
QR codes or signing in are no longer needed.

Please note that windows & doors need to be opened at Mass.

Reports of a new Omicron variant tell us that Covid
hasn’t gone away and that infections are likely to
increase a lot in the next month.

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday …………………………….4:30pm—4.50pm

So let’s be cautious and continue to protect one
another.

BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am. Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is
expected.

Also, you will have noticed that more Church doors are
now open, but we will keep the main centre door
closed, probably until the Easter Vigil.

MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office to
book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage Course is
encouraged.
For Baptisms and Marriages priority is given to parishioners of
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish

ANOINTING OF THE SICK—EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If
they desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is
only right that arrangements would be made for them to
receive these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of
the healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ
administered through the Church.
FEAST DAYS
19 March, St Joseph Spouse of the Blessed Vergin Mary

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 7 May 2022
St Vincent de Paul Clothing Collection
This is the perfect opportunity to sort through your
wardrobe!
Good quality clothing and related items will be
collected from your home by SVDP volunteers.
More details to be provided nearer to the date.

Information is still available on the NSW government
website: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
A Lenten Prayer
The Lenten season begins. It is a time to be with you,
Lord, in a special way, a time to pray, to fast, and thus
to follow you on your way to Jerusalem, to Golgotha,
and to the final victory over death.
I am still so divided. I truly want to follow you, but I
also want to follow my own desires and lend an ear to
the voices that speak about prestige, success, pleasure,
power, and influence. Help me to become deaf to these
voices and more attentive to your voice, which calls me
to choose the narrow road to life.
I know that Lent is going to be a very hard time for me.
The choice for your way has to be made every moment
of my life. I have to choose thoughts that are your
thoughts, words that are your words, and actions that
are your actions. There are not times or places without
choices. And I know how deeply I resist choosing you.
Please, Lord, be with me at every moment and in every
place. Give me the strength and the courage to live this
season faithfully, so that, when Easter comes, I will
be able to taste with joy the new life that you have
prepared for me. Amen.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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Reflection
“This is my Son, the Chosen One.
Listen to him.”

“The human journey is a continuous act of
transfiguration. 0These words of the Irish poet John
O’Donohue remind us that our journey through life is
one of constant growth and change. This is true of both
our internal and external worlds. Our readings today
speak of change and of transfiguration, of the wonder
of God’s presence—and then of what that presence
might lead us to do and to be. However, before any
transformation can take place, it would seem that it is
necessary to spend time listening and being present to
the Lord in silence and in stillness. Then, strengthened
in faith, like the disciples, we will be able to embrace a
new future, trusting in our God who calls us towards
something new and beautiful: Christ’s transforming
and transfiguring love.
In today’s gospel, Jesus takes the disciples away from
their ordinary lives to the mountain, a place of silence
and prayer. And there, while Jesus prays, he is
transfigured. Jesus whole appearance changes and he
is seen in breath-taking glory. As Jesus is transfigured
before them, the disciples are awestruck at the change
in his appearance. It is too much for them to
comprehend. While James and John remain silent,
Peter is overcome by enthusiasm and the desire to do
something momentous.
Jesus is silent, too, but the voice of the Father speaks
from the clouds, telling the disciples that Jesus is
God’s Son, the “Chosen One”, and urging them to
“Listen to him.” They are being directed to look at and
to listen to Jesus. Jesus is now the gateway to the
future, the fullest expression of the Father’s love, and
in the cloud covering the disciples with shadow, we are
given a glimpse of the presence of the Holy Spirit. This
profound experience of Jesus’ transfiguration renders
the disciples silent. They have no words and the
encounter is so precious that they hold it within their
own hearts, treasuring what they have seen and heard.
Like the disciples, it might be good for us to spend time
alone with Jesus and simply to allow ourselves to be
transformed in the light of his unconditional love. In
our busy and noisy world, this can be a challenge. So
perhaps we need to go “up the mountain” every now
and again to find the quiet that will allow us to meet
Christ and to be changed inwardly by his immense love
for us. Our moments of being present with Jesus can
offer us an inner silence that brings us strength, and
from which flows a tenderness for ourselves and for
others.
Of course, you may say, Peter , James and John had to
come down the mountain again. Indeed they had.
However, lest we forget, they were still accompanied

by Jesus on they way down the mountain and so are
we in our faith journey. Being chosen by Jesus to be
present at this remarkable happening would have
given the disciples courage and strength for the
unknown future that Jesus in his mission and ministry
is mapping out for his followers. Being with Jesus
changed Peter, James and John, and it can
transfigure our lives too.
Pope Francis, in one of his homilies on the
transfiguration, said the “instructions for the
disciples and for us are this: “Listen to him!” Listen
to Jesus. He is the saviour: Follow him. To listen to
Christ, in fact, entails taking up the logic of his
Paschal Mystery, setting out on the journey with him
to make of oneself a gift of love to others. “Pope
Francis then suggested we look at the transfiguration
in the following way: "with Peter, James and John we
too climb the Mount of the Transfiguration today and
stop in contemplation of the face of Jesus to retrieve
the message and translate it into our lives; for we too
can be transfigured by love”.
In the light of our call to follow Christ each day, we
might ask ourselves: Where do iI need to be changed,
or what in my heart and life needs to be
“transfigured” by love? And not least, “How can I
bring Christ’s transfiguring love to those around
me?”

Recently Deceased: Salvatore Procopio, Peter Mauceri, Angelo
Testa, Salvatore Angilleta, Bruno Aurisicchio, Kathleen Gannon,
Domenica Pellegrino, Mary Camilleri, Esther Doyle, Giovanna
Vincenzino, Marie Cassidy, Salvatore Tropiano, Gianna Picone,
Teresa Manno, Teresa Cama.
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month
period before being removed.
Rest in Peace: Domenico Nicita, Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda,
Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De
Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families,
Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso,
Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore
Catania Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta,
Cosimo Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta,
Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong,
Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim
Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya
Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in
Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin,
Vittoria Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos,
Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre,
Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci,
Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

It’s not too late to stop
the proposed Euthanasia
legislation!
The NSW Upper House of
Parliament is currently examining
the Euthanasia Bill passed by the
Lower House – though not by a
large majority. There is still time
to persuade Members of
Parliament that the obvious crisis
in good aged care this is not the
time for such legislation. Please
contact your local member or
members of the Upper House, and
sign the online ePetition at this
link:
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL - Signing
ePetition - Please unanimously
reject the Voluntary Assisted
Dying Bill 2021 (nsw.gov.au)

Prayer for Ukraine
All are welcome to St Joan of Arc Church when
members of the Christian Churches in Haberfield will
gather to pray for the people and the whole situation in
Ukraine.
Sunday 13th March 7.30pm

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal
As millions of people are likely to be displaced due to Russia’s
invasion, your support is more important than ever for the people
of Ukraine.
Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/ukraine-appeal/
Donations over $2 are ta x deductible.

For more background information
about the issues, and the politics,
of euthanasia and assisted suicide
search for: Hope Australia

CONFIRMATION
• Celebration of Confirmation will be

held on Sunday 19th June 10.30am &
Saturday 25 June 11.00am
Closing date for enrolments is Friday
18th March.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
• Celebration of First Holy

Communion will be held on Sunday
13 November 10.30am or Sunday 20
November 10.30am
Closing date for enrolments is Friday
26 August.
Closing dates for the Enrolments are
necessary to help us plan the
programs and to provide early
resolution of your preference of
ceremony date.
Please check Parish Website/
Sacramental Programs
for details and updates.

This could help those caring
for aged relatives to gain
some insights into Ageing
and the care they give

