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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Peace Prayer of St Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your
peace;
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness; joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not
so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
for it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to
eternal life. Amen

Explore life, faith, meaning at Alpha
The alpha series provides a space to explore the
Christian faith, and to ask questions about life and
faith in an open and friendly environment.

Come join us for a video and chat.
Wednesday 9 March
7pm - St Joan of Arc Primary School
88 Dalhousie Street Haberfield.
To express your interest please see link
https://www.alpha.org.au/try
St Vincent de Paul Society is asking whatever support can be given to assist flood victims.
Ctrl/left click this line in the bulletin on our
website St Vincent de Paul Society NSW - Flood
Appeal (vinnies.org.au) to be taken to Vinnies
website for the donations page.
Alternatively enter this URL in your browser
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-nsw/vinnies-nsw-flood-appeal

Please know that you are
always welcome to join in
St Joan of Arc Parish
Celebrations
EUCHARIST:
Weekend:
Saturday evening …………5.00pm
Sunday : ..………………9.00am & 6.00pm
(Check for changes on special Feast Days)
Weekdays:
Tuesday Only if be pre-booked for 1 month or 1 year of anniversary of
death Masses 7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am
Friday ….……………………………………..…….….9.15am

From Friday morning, 25th February, in NSW, Covid
safety regulations have been eased almost completely.
Places of Worship have no specific limits although rules
for masks and distancing still apply in some types of
services or businesses, However we are still advised/
encouraged to observe some basic practices.
Hand sanitising and wearing masks, while optional, still
provide a good level of protection, as does keeping
distanced where possible. And staying at home if you
are feeling unwell.
QR codes or signing in are no longer needed.

Please note that windows & doors need to be opened at Mass.

There’s enough information around telling us that Covid
hasn’t gone away and that if a person does become
infected, long term effects can remain.

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday …………………………….4:30pm—4.50pm

So let’s be cautious and continue to protect one
another.

BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am. Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is
expected.

Also, you will have noticed that more Church doors are
now open, but we will keep the main centre door
closed, probably until the Easter Vigil.

MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office to
book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage Course is
encouraged.
For Baptisms and Marriages priority is given to parishioners of
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish

ANOINTING OF THE SICK—EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If
they desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is
only right that arrangements would be made for them to
receive these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of
the healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ
administered through the Church.
FEAST DAYS
7 MARCH, Sts Perpetua and Felicity, martyrs

SAVE THE DATE
Saturday 7 May 2022
St Vincent de Paul Clothing Collection
This is the perfect opportunity to sort through your
wardrobe!
Good quality clothing and related items will be
collected from your home by SVDP volunteers.
More details to be provided nearer to the date.

Information is still available on the NSW government
website: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19

A Lenten Prayer
The Lenten season begins. It is a time to be with you,
Lord, in a special way, a time to pray, to fast, and thus
to follow you on your way to Jerusalem, to Golgotha,
and to the final victory over death.
I am still so divided. I truly want to follow you, but I
also want to follow my own desires and lend an ear to
the voices that speak about prestige, success, pleasure,
power, and influence. Help me to become deaf to these
voices and more attentive to your voice, which calls me
to choose the narrow road to life.
I know that Lent is going to be a very hard time for me.
The choice for your way has to be made every moment
of my life. I have to choose thoughts that are your
thoughts, words that are your words, and actions that
are your actions. There are not times or places without
choices. And I know how deeply I resist choosing you.
Please, Lord, be with me at every moment and in every
place. Give me the strength and the courage to live this
season faithfully, so that, when Easter comes, I will
be able to taste with joy the new life that you have
prepared for me. Amen.

© Henri J.M. Nouwen/Henri Nouwen Society

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
Reflection

‘You must worship the Lord your God,
and serve him alone”
Yeb Sano was a talented young Catholic Filipino
diplomat - a Commissioner of the Philippines’ Climate
Change Commission - when a disaster in his home region
of the Philippines prompted a career change. He had been
attending a UN climate summit in Poland in 2013 when
the news came that Typhoon Haiyan had devasted the
city of Tacloban and surrounding areas. He wept and
fasted for two weeks, as he heard news from family and
friends in the area, before deciding that his life needed a
change or direction.
The following year, he gave up his career as a diplomat.
“I will be working with different faith groups across the
world, as part of the larger global climate movement,” he
said. He had seen communities suffering because of
severe weather. Yet political and industrial leaders
internationally were failing to act seriously on climate
change to secure a safe and just future for all. Later that
year he was part of a People’s Pilgrimage, which
culminated in a sixty-day walk from Rome to Paris to
arrive in time for the landmark UN climate change
summit that saw the first serious international agreement
to tackle climate change. He had a clear mission to work
with people of faith on the climate crisis, which he felt
hurt poor communities the most. He saw it as a moral
issue.
In today’s Gospel, we see Spirit-filled Jesus standing at
the crossroads of his life. He enters the Judean
wilderness,. At that time this would have hosted lions,
leopards, bears, jackals, foxes and antelope-this was
before humans had driven most of these creatures into
extinction in the Near East. It was here in the wilderness,
away from human society, that Jesus accepted his
messianic ministry. But what drew Jesus to the
wilderness? The natural world played a key role in his
teaching and life. He regularly returned to the hills to
pray and commune with the Father, especially before
making important decisions.
The devil knows that when Jesus leaves the wilderness he
will embark on his public ministry, so now is the time to
try to seduce him away from his mission. But Jesus
shows his resolve. He uses this time to clarify his identity
and the direction and work of his life. The devil
challenges Jesus to produce bread from a stone,
potentially solving poverty and hunger as a show of his
strength. Instead, Jesus will offer himself as living bread
to help transform his followers into people who would
share the material resources they had with those in need.
Jesus taught that wealth should not be hoarded but
shared, and that frugality simply should go alongside
caring for the natural world. Jesus rejects the temptation
of political power, of becoming a leader who would
overthrow the occupying roman rulers. He resists the use
of violence. And while he is urged to use miracle to prove
unambiguously that he is the Messiah, he rejects power
again.

Lent is a time of repentance and new beginnings Jesus'
experience teaches us that there is nothing wrong with
being tempted. It’s how we react to the temptation that
matters. Temptation is less about a choice and more
about our identity and direction in life. Think about the
decisions before you at the moment. What are they?
What is it you are really seeking? What brings you
peace?
This Lent, let us look at the signs of our times,
particularly the damage being done by destructive
human behaviour to those who are poor and to the
community of living things on hearts. Christian
churches have been waking up to the moral imperative
to address justice, peace and care for creation. Could we
get more involved in local initiatives, working for the
common good of humanity and of the whole earth
community? A transition to more sustainable life will
mean option for a new way of living bases on simplicity
and sufficiency rather than endless consumption and the
greed-driven accumulation of material possessions. We
need to make a move to escape the materialism that
seeps into our minds through incessant advertising.
Somehow, we have to break this cycle because it makes
us sin against our needy brothers and sisters and God’s
creation. Let us reject temptations of greed, selfishness
and indifference towards our neighbours. God expects
from us a maturity to accept responsibility for the future
of our lives and the communities of which we are part.
The Living Word
Recently Deceased: Salvatore Procopio, Peter Mauceri, Angelo
Testa, Salvatore Angilleta, Bruno Aurisicchio, Kathleen Gannon,
Domenica Pellegrino, Mary Camilleri, Esther Doyle, Giovanna
Vincenzino, Marie Cassidy, Salvatore Tropiano, Gianna Picone,
Teresa Manno, Teresa Cama.
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month
period before being removed.
Rest in Peace: Domenico Nicita, Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda,
Valentina Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De
Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families,
Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso,
Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore
Catania Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta,
Cosimo Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta,
Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong,
Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim
Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya
Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in
Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin,
Vittoria Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos,
Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre,
Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci,
Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin or
contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

It’s not too late to stop the
proposed Euthanasia legislation!
The NSW Upper House of Parliament is currently
examining the Euthanasia Bill passed by the
Lower House – though not by a large
majority. There is still time to persuade Members
of Parliament that the obvious crisis in good
aged care this is not the time for such
legislation. Please contact your local member or
members of the Upper House, and sign the online
ePetition at this link:
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL - Signing ePetition - Please
unanimously reject the Voluntary Assisted Dying
Bill 2021 (nsw.gov.au)
For more background information about the
issues, and the politics, of euthanasia and
assisted suicide search for: Hope Australia

CONFIRMATION
• Celebration of Confirmation will be held on Sunday

19th June 10.30am & Saturday 25 June 11.00am
Closing date for enrolments is Friday 18th March.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
• Celebration of First Holy Communion will be held on

Sunday 13 November 10.30am or Sunday 20
November 10.30am
Closing date for enrolments is Friday 26 August.
Closing dates for the Enrolments are necessary to help
us plan the programs and to provide early resolution
of your preference of ceremony date.

Please check Parish Website/Sacramental Programs
for details and updates.
The Parish Bulletin will contain reminders about these
programs in time for commitment and
preparation.

Support Caritas Ukraine Appeal
As millions of people are likely to be displaced due
to Russia’s invasion, your support is more
important than ever for the people of Ukraine.
Donate generously to the Caritas Ukraine Appeal:
https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/ukraine-appeal/
Donations over $2 are tax deductible.

Prayer is the light of the soul
The highest good is prayer and conversation with
God, because it means that we are in God’s
company and in union with him. When light enters
our bodily eyes our eyesight is sharpened; when a
soul is intent on God, God’s inextinguishable light
shines into it and makes it bright and clear. I am
talking, of course, of prayer that comes from the
heart and not from routine: not the prayer that is
assigned to particular days or particular moments in
time, but the prayer that happens continuously by
day and by night.
Indeed the soul should not only turn to God at
times of explicit prayer. Whatever we are engaged
in, whether it is care for the poor, or some other
duty, or some act of generosity, we should
remember God and long for God. The love of God
will be as salt is to food, making our actions into a
perfect dish to set before the Lord of all things.
Then it is right that we should receive the fruits of
our labours, overflowing onto us through all
eternity, if we have been offering them to him
throughout our lives.
Prayer is the light of the soul, true knowledge of
God, a mediator between God and men. Prayer lifts
the soul into the heavens where it hugs God in an
indescribable embrace. The soul seeks the milk of
God like a baby crying for the breast. It fulfils its
own vows and receives in exchange gifts better than
anything that can be seen or imagined.
Prayer is a go-between linking us to God. It gives
joy to the soul and calms its emotions. I warn you,
though: do not imagine that prayer is simply words.
Prayer is the desire for God, an indescribable
devotion, not given by man but brought about by
God’s grace. As St Paul says: For when we cannot
choose words in order to pray properly, the Spirit
himself intercedes on our behalf in a way that could
never be put into words.
If God gives to someone the gift of such prayer, it
is a gift of imperishable riches, a heavenly food that
satisfies the spirit. Whoever tastes that food catches
fire and his soul burns for ever with desire for the
Lord.
To begin on this path, start by adorning your
house with modesty and humility. Make it shine
brightly with the light of justice. Decorate it with
the gold leaf of good works, with the jewels of
faithfulness and greatness of heart. Finally, to make
the house perfect, raise a gable above it all, a gable
of prayer. Thus you will have prepared a pure and
sparkling house for the Lord. Receive the Lord into
this royal and splendid dwelling — in other words:
receive, by his grace, his image into the temple of
your soul.
A homily by Pseudo-Chrysostom, from Prayer of the
Church, Office of Readings for Friday after Ash Wednesday.
A number of works wrongly attributed to St John

