4th Sunday of Lent
27 March 2022 - Year C
“Your brother here was dead and
has come to life.”
Something to Think About
Can you think of a time you needed to be forgiven? How did it feel before and after you were forgiven?

The Story
Today’s long gospel story is about God’s enormous love and compassion for us.

The Scriptures
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

15:1-3, 11-32

Tax collectors and sinners were all crowding around to listen to Jesus. So the Pharisees and the teachers of the Law
of Moses started grumbling, "This man is friendly with sinners. He even eats with them." Then Jesus told them this
story:
"Once a man had two sons. The younger son said to his father, 'Give me my share of the property.'
So the father divided his property between his two sons. Not long after that, the younger son packed up everything
he owned and left for a foreign country, where he wasted all his money in wild living. He had spent everything, when
a bad famine spread through that whole land. Soon he had nothing to eat.
"He went to work for a man in that country, and the man sent him out to take care of his pigs. He would have been
glad to eat what the pigs were eating, but no one gave him a thing. Finally, he came to his senses and said, 'My
father's workers have plenty to eat, and here I am, starving to death! I will leave and go to my father and say to him,
"Father, I have sinned against God in heaven and against you. I am no longer good enough to be called your son.
Treat me like one of your workers." '
"The younger son got up and started back to his father. But when he was still a long way off, his father saw him and
felt sorry for him. He ran to his son and hugged and kissed him. The son said, 'Father, I have sinned against God in
heaven and against you. I am no longer good enough to be called your son.'
"But his father said to the servants, 'Hurry and bring the best clothes and put them on him. Give him a ring for his
finger and sandals for his feet. Get the best calf and prepare it, so we can eat and celebrate.
This son of mine was dead, but has now come back to life. He was lost and has now been found.'
And they began to celebrate.
"The older son had been out in the field. But when he came near the house, he heard the music and dancing. So he
called one of the servants over and asked, 'What's going on here?' The servant answered, 'Your brother has come
home safe and sound, and your father ordered us to kill the best calf.' The older brother got so mad that he would
not even go into the house. His father came out and begged him to go in. But he said to his father, 'For years I have
worked for you like a slave and have always obeyed you. But you have never even given me a little goat, so that I
could give a dinner for my friends. This other son of yours wasted your money on bad women. And now that he has
come home, you ordered the best calf to be killed for a feast.'
"His father replied, 'My son, you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we should be glad and
celebrate! Your brother was dead, but he is now alive. He was lost and has now been found.' "

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Video
Click to watch the video: Two Sons and a Father

Group Discussion
Imagine you are the youngest son from the story. How would you have felt as you made your way
home, preparing to see your father again after wasting all his money? When your father came
towards you with a loving smile and open arms were you surprised?
Maybe you prefer to imagine yourself as the older son. How would you have reacted if your
younger brother came back after making lots of bad choices and he was welcomed with a party?
Do you find it hard to believe the amazing love of the father?

Praying For Others
Leader: Gathered as one with all creation, let us pray for the needs of the world.
Reader 1: We pray for the leaders of our Church and our world. Lord hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader 2: We pray for those who are far away from their families. Lord hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader 3: We pray for all parents. Lord hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader 4: We pray for forgiveness. Lord hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Reader 5: We pray for courage to try again when we make mistakes. Lord hear us.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Invite the children to pray for their own special intentions.
All: Lord hear our prayer.
Leader: Loving God, listen to the prayers we make in the name of Jesus.
All: Amen.

Prayer

God our Father,
We thank you for loving us so much and
for understanding us so well.
May we always turn to you when we
need forgiveness.
Amen.
Group Activity
The Loving Father
You will need: templates printed on white cardboard, strips of
coloured construction paper 8 cm x 28cm, markers, scissors,
white paper, glue stick, wool/twine, craft eyes (optional)
1.
2.
3.
4.

Fold the construction paper into thirds.
Cut out the template (head/verse).
Trace around each child’s hands and cut them out.
Glue the template and the child’s hands onto the
construction paper as shown.
5. Draw on the face and glue on craft eyes if using.
6. Add hair to the top of the head using wool or twine.
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"We should be glad
and celebrate!
He was lost and has
now been found."
Luke 15:32
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 The young son wanted to leave home.  His father gave him money and he left.
 But he wasted all the money having a good time.  He had nothing left to live on.
 He lived with the pigs and thought about his father at home.
 He felt sorry and decided to go back home.  His father saw him coming.
 His father ran out to meet him and hugged his son.
 The loving father was so glad to have him back that he threw a party to celebrate.

Jesus’ story
of the loving
father

Write the story under each picture or use the pictures to tell the story to your family

