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UKRAINE
Pope Francis (on Wed 23 February) called on believers and non-believers to combat the “diabolical
insistence, the diabolical senselessness of violence” with prayer and fasting.

“I invite everyone to make March 2, Ash Wednesday, a day of fasting for peace,” he said. “I
encourage believers in a special way to devote themselves intensely to prayer and fasting on
that day. May the Queen of Peace protect the world from the folly of war.”
“I would like to appeal to those with political responsibilities to do a serious examination of conscience
before God, who is the God of peace and not of war, who is the father of all and not only of some, who
wants us to be brothers and sisters and not enemies,” he said.
He also urged world leaders to “refrain from any action that would cause even more suffering to the
people, destabilising the coexistence between nations and discrediting international law.

WHAT IS ALPHA?
Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that create a safe
and honest space, online or in person, where people can
explore life, faith and meaning. Alpha began in the
Anglican Church and was developed in
response to falling numbers in
congregations and with a desire to take
people on a journey to encounter and
proclaim the Good News.
Over the years it has become an ecumenical resource
used as a tool for evangelisation, to reach all those in a
community. It contains material that is common to most
Christian Churches and has been extremely effective, with
over twenty-nine million people from 116 countries
having participated over the years. It is an interesting, fun
and non-threatening way to explore Christianity.

ALPHA will commence in the parish on Wednesday 9th
March at 7pm. This year’s program will be a combination
of in person and online.
If you would like more details please see link
https://www.alpha.org.au/try

Ash Wednesday - 2 March
Masses at 9:15am & 7:30pm
BLESSED PALMS
Please bring, by Sunday 27 February, any
blessed Palms/branches from Palm Sunday
last year and leave in the container provided. These
will be used to make the ashes for Ash Wednesday.

CONFIRMATION
• Celebration of Confirmation will be held on Sunday

19th June 10.30am & Saturday 25 June 11.00am
Closing date for enrolments is Friday 18th March.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
• Celebration of First Holy Communion will be held on

Sunday 13 November 10.30am or Sunday 20
November 10.30am
Closing date for enrolments is Friday 26 August.
Closing dates for the Enrolments are necessary to
help us plan the programs and to provide early
resolution of your preference of ceremony date.
Please check Parish Website/Sacramental Programs
for details and updates.
The Parish Bulletin will contain reminders about these
programs in time for commitment and
preparation.

Please know that you are
always welcome to join in
St Joan of Arc Parish
Celebrations
EUCHARIST:
Weekend:
Saturday evening …………5.00pm
Sunday : ..………………9.00am & 6.00pm
(Check for changes on special Feast Days)
Weekdays:
Tuesday Only if be pre-booked for 1 month or 1 year of anniversary of
death Masses 7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am
Friday ….……………………………………..…….….9.15am

From Friday morning, 25th February, in NSW, Covid
safety regulations have been eased almost completely.
Places of Worship have no specific limits although rules
for masks and distancing still apply in some types of
services or businesses, However we are still advised/
encouraged to observe some basic practices.
Hand sanitising and wearing masks, while optional, still
provide a good level of protection, as does keeping
distanced where possible. And staying at home if you
are feeling unwell.
QR codes or signing in are no longer needed.

Please note that windows & doors need to be opened at Mass.

There’s enough information around telling us that
Covid hasn’t gone away and that if a person does
become infected, long term effects can remain.

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday …………………………….4:30pm—4.50pm

So let’s be cautious and continue to protect one
another.

BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am. Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is
expected.

Also, you will have noticed that more Church doors are
now open, but we will keep the main centre door
closed, probably until the Easter Vigil.

MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office to
book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage Course is
encouraged.

Information is still available on the NSW government
website: https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19

For Baptisms and Marriages priority is given to parishioners of
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish

ANOINTING OF THE SICK—EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If
they desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is
only right that arrangements would be made for them to
receive these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of
the healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ
administered through the Church.
FEAST DAYS
2 March 2022

Ash Wednesday

This year’s Lenten
book is from the
Catholic Diocese of
Wollongong. This
program has daily
reflections throughout
the Lenten period.
Lent is a preparation
for the Paschal
Triduum; a
preparation to claim
and renew our
Baptismal Faith at
Mass on Easter
Sunday.
During the journey of Lent we are encouraged to turn
away from the worldly distractions focusing on our
spiritual life and relationship with God.

Lost property
The lost property box has been cleaned out and is
now located in the foyer of the Church in the corner
near the original Notice Board.

You might like to use either book individually or join
with some other parishioners to have a Lenten group.

Available from 19/20 February—gold coin
donation appreciated.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Reflection

“For a man’s words flow out of what fills his heart.”
There is an interesting story about St Francis de Sales and his
imaginative approach to the giving of penance as part of the
sacrament of reconciliation. A certain person came to Francis
and confessed to the sin of gossiping about their neighbour.
Francis told the person to take a bag of feathers, maybe a
pillow, up to the top of the church tower and to scatter the
content into the air; then the person was to report back. The
penitent dutifully carried out the confessor’s instructions.
When the person then returned, Francis told them to go out,
collect all the feathers and put them back into the bag.
Somewhat stunned, the individual concerned pleaded that this
was impossible, that the win would have carried the feathers far
and wide. The saint said that this is what had happened to all
the things the person had said about others: whether the remark
were true or not did not matter; the damage to the other person
could never be undone, because words cannot be taken back
one they are spoken. We can apologise, say that we did not
really mean what we said, and claim that we have been
misunderstood, but we can never fully retract the words as if
we had never uttered them.
It is perhaps worth bearing in mind that, if we enjoy listening to
gossip about other people, the person telling us the fascinating
details is likely to be talking about us to others in turn.
The Wisdom writing in the Bible deals not so much with what
we would call doctrine as with human life. Today’s reading
from Ecclesiasticus, which forms the backdrop to today’s
Gospel extract, concentrates on how a person’s speech reveals
what sort of character that person really is. Luke presents us
with a series of statements of Jesus that warn his hearers to be
careful in their judgement of other people. The example of
plank and the splinter is an instance of exaggeration or
hyperbole to make the point: being concerned about a minor
shortcoming in someone else can blind us to our own, probably
greater failing.
The second section uses the idea that we can most easily
recognise what type of tree we are looking at if we see what
kind of fruit it bears. We might not be sure from the plant’s
shape or its leaves, but its fruit leaves no room for doubt. Jesus,
the Wisdom teacher, makes his point by using his hearers’
powers of observation in regard to the natural world to make

Loneliness is an Invitation
The Christian way of life does not take away our loneliness; it
protects and cherishes it as a precious gift.
Sometimes it seems as if we do everything possible to avoid the
painful confrontation with our basic human loneliness, and
allow ourselves to be trapped by false gods promising immediate
satisfaction and quick relief. But perhaps the painful awareness
of loneliness is an invitation to transcend our limitations and
look beyond the boundaries of our existence. The awareness of
loneliness might be a gift we must protect and guard, because
our loneliness reveals to us an inner emptiness that can be
destructive when misunderstood, but filled with promise for
those who can tolerate its sweet pain.
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his point. Jesus as the fruit infallibly reveals the species of the
tree, so a person’s speech identifies what that person’s inner
self is really like. This is borne out in modern psychology, for
example, when someone “accidentally” makes a mistake and
uses the wrong word, such as, perhaps, reading out during the
Psalm at Mass, instead of “Before whom shall I shrink?” the
words “Before whom shall I drink?” This is what we
commonly refer to us a “Freudian slip”.
The Gospel message is all about conversion, about change. In
the light of today’s reading, it is not about changing the way
we behave, or the way we talk, but about changing the way
we think. This is what humility is all about: being right-sized.
It means having a prosper appreciation of who we really are,
with our good and strong points as well as our shortcomings.
There is a poster that urges its readers to “Watch your
thoughts, they became your words… your action...your
habits...your character… your destiny.” That expresses well
the influence that our thoughts can have on our very selves.
In Christian context, we might remember that one of the
important
elements
in
our
celebration of the
Eucharist is a table-fellowship, which forms part of the
background to Jesus’ meals with other people. This often
landed him in so much trouble with those religious people
who were, in Jesus’ view, overly concerned with what we
might call respectability, and who went and muttered, or
gossiped among themselves, about him and his behaviour.
And we should all remember that the last words we say before
receiving Holy Communion are, “Lord, I am not worthy…”
The Living Word

Recently Deceased: Angelo Testa, Salvatore Angilleta, Bruno
Aurisicchio, Kathleen Gannon, Domenica Pellegrino, Mary Camilleri,
Esther Doyle, Giovanna Vincenzino, Marie Cassidy, Salvatore
Tropiano, Gianna Picone, Teresa Manno, Teresa Cama, Francesco
Dimiceli, Giuseppe Risicato
Please note: Names of recently deceased will remain for a 3 month
period before being removed.
Rest in Peace: Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, Valentina
Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De Domeneghi,
Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, Rocco Delfino,
Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, Domenico
Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania
Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo
Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacolata Angilletta, Giuseppe
Aversa, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro
Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite,
Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips,
Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin,
Vittoria Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos,
Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre,
Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci,
Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please
specify on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this
Bulletin or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

It’s not too late to stop the proposed Euthanasia legislation!
The NSW Upper House of Parliament is currently examining the Euthanasia Bill passed by the Lower
House – though not by a large majority. The vote in the Upper House will be close, and there is still time
to persuade Members of Parliament that with a Pandemic and the obvious crisis in good aged care this is
not the time for such legislation. Please contact your local member or members of the Upper House, and
sign the online ePetition at this link:
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL - Signing ePetition - Please unanimously reject the Voluntary Assisted Dying Bill
2021 (nsw.gov.au)
For more background information about the issues, and the politics, of euthanasia and assisted suicide
search for: Hope Australia

Mission Opportunities Overseas.

Supporting Sustainable International
Development Love
Getting involved in people centred Human Development as an invited guest means humbly putting your person and your skills
at the disposal of your trusted hosts. You will be a stranger in the place and for six months a Pilgrim learning the wisdom of
local ways.
Palms Australia has 60 years of experience preparing and assisting Australians to learn and pass on their skills in another
culture. Is one of our assignments your opportunity to Reach Beyond?
Find Out More: Enquire Here or Phone: 0422 742 567. Join our online forum at 5.30pm AEDT on Thursday 17 March, attend
and engage with a panel of Palms most experienced Program Participants.

