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Welcome to

Presbytery Office:
97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045
P: 02 9798 6657
E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au
Parish Secretary:
Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm

St Joan of Arc Parish
Haberfield
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro

YEAR C

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT

12th December, 2021

Lights of Christmas 2021,
St Mary’s Cathedral forecourt, till 25 December
Join in Sydney’s favourite free Christmas tradition, uniting
families, locals and tourists with a display of digital storytelling
projected onto St Mary’s Cathedral.
Find out more: https://lightsofchristmas.com.au/
(Highlight>Right Click>Open Hyperlink)

St Vincent de Paul
Christmas Appeal 2021
“When the woman came out of the tent and we saw she was

pregnant, I thought ‘We’re not leaving her here. We’ve got to do
something’." - John, Vinnies Volunteer.

This Christmas, many families like Heidi and Nikolas' are struggling. Since the
pandemic began, many have lost work, and now as the bills continue to mount,
some are struggling to keep a roof over their heads.

Thank you so much to all who have already donated so generously to this
appeal. We will be able to provide not only hampers but also vouchers to
enable people in need to make their own choices with regard to the other
special items that they want and need. These people are always very grateful
for what they receive through your kindness.
Envelopes will be available near the side doors until the end of December.

Heidi was heavily
pregnant and
living in a tent.
She and her
partner Nikolas
had lost their
home, and when
they could no
longer stay with
family and
friends, they had
no other options.

‘The way to get
started is to quit
talking and begin
doing.’
Walt Disney
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Please know that you are always
welcome to join in St Joan of Arc Parish
Celebrations
EUCHARIST:
Weekend:
Saturday evening …………5.00pm
Sunday : ..………………9.00am & 6.00pm (Check for changes
on special Feast Days
Weekdays:
Tuesday Only if be pre-booked for 1 month or 1 year of anniversary of
death Masses).7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am
Friday ….…………………………………….……….9.15am
Please note that windows & doors need to be opened at mass.

Please:

St Joan of Arc Parish

•check
in - QR or sign
CONDITIONS
OF ENTRY
•wear a face mask
•if unwell, get tested—go home
•sanitise hands
•always stay 1.5m apart
•parents: supervise your children
at all times
•avoid lingering outside

RECONCILIATION:
Saturday …………………………….4:30pm—4.50pm
BAPTISM: SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am. Attendance at Baptismal Preparation is
expected.
MARRIAGE: Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least six months in advance. Please contact the parish office to
book an appointment. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage Course is
encouraged.
For Baptisms and Marriages priority is given to parishioners of
St Joan of Arc, or people who have a historic affiliation with our Parish

ANOINTING OF THE SICK—EUCHARIST TO THE HOUSEBOUND
Please tell Fr Phil or inform the Parish Office if members of
your family or other parishioners are ill or housebound. If they
desire the Anointing of the Sick and the Eucharist it is only
right that arrangements would be made for them to receive
these Sacraments regularly. Both are Sacraments of the
healing and strengthening ministry of Jesus Christ
administered through the Church.

Cathedral Christmas Celebration 17 December 2021
11am and 7pm
The St Mary’s Cathedral Choir and the Sydney Youth
Orchestra perform some of the most loved Christmas music
at two concerts that have become an annual tradition.
Tickets available online:

www.cathedralchoir.sydney/concerts
(Highlight>Right Click>Open Hyperlink)

Thankyou
HELP US STAY COVID SAFE
Our church capacity is 310 as per
2m square guideline.

>At the moment there is no booking
for our weekday masses
(Wednesday & Thursday 9am &
Friday 9.15am) or weekend
masses (Saturday Vigil 5pm,
Sunday 9am & 6pm) but if the 310
capacity is reached the doors will
be closed.

Become a Catechist or Helper in 2022
Half of Catholic children in Sydney are in public primary and high
schools.
Share the hope and joy that Jesus brings with them and become
a catechist or helper, ready to start in Term 1, 2022.
Starting off as a helper, you'll receive easy step-by-step lessons
and hand out activity books in primary schools.
Find out more about the work catechists do here, whether at
primary or secondary level: https://ccd.sydneycatholic.org/
"Being a catechist is the most spiritually fulfilling thing
I've done"- Rose.

Talk with Fr Phil or contact our Catechist Coordinator Greg Hill at
gregh200@yahoo.com.au

CHURCH ACCESS FOR PRIVATE PRAYER
The foyer only of the Church is open for private prayer Tues: 9.00 - 5.00pm and Wed to Fri after the morning Mass till 5.00pm.
Please respect others who may wish to use the space by following the usual protocols: namely QR code or sign in; face masks
indoors; 1.5m distance apart except for your family members; sanitise your hands; use the wipes provided to clean any area you
have touched.
If there is a funeral at any time, and you wish to enter the Church during that time for your own private prayer, you will need to
show proof of double vaccination to the Funeral Director Staff.
A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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YEAR C

THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT
Reflection

“I want you to be happy, always happy in the Lord.”
What does it mean to be happy? This is surely one of our
deepest questions and one that preoccupies the different
stages of a person’s life. At each stage, whether in childhood,
during the angst of teenage years, in the years of exploration
of early adulthood, in the joy of love and family, in sickness
and in health, and later as we decline, we seek happiness,
which is often elusive. The desire to love and be loved is ever
present. It brings joy and sometimes pain, contentment and
struggle, anxiety and sorrow, happiness and peace. We also
try to know the meaning of God’s love as we face the ups and
downs of life. At times, we feel God is distant rather than
close, judgemental rather than merciful, sometimes like a
kind and forgiving father or a tender and caring mother. For
some people, the search for happiness leads to excessive
behaviour, wrong roads taken; for others, the search for
happiness seems much easier and smoother.
A time of lockdown brought the nature of happiness to the
front of the mind once again. For some this period was a good
opportunity and a chance to re-evaluate priorities: for others,
this period was painful and brought much friction. Domestic
violence soared during the lockdowns. Healthcare
professionals worked all the hours of the day to try to save
sick people and went the extra mile in their care. The waste
collectors and the local shops, the bus drivers and those in
essential services, were more respected. People found deep
happiness in serving others by volunteering or helping in a
neighbourly way. It was the best of times and the worst of
times.
At the time of King Herod, the Jewish people longed for a
Messiah who would restore the kingdom of Israel and reestablish a right relationship with God. The coming of the
Anointed One of God would bring happiness and fulfil the
yearnings and longings of the people. The preaching of John
the Baptist in the desert by the River Jordan led people to
gather and wonder if he was the Messiah. Was he the prophet
to fulfil the hope of the prophet Zephaniah in the first
reading? Would he lead then to rejoice and dance with shouts
of joy? Would he give them happiness? The coming of the
Messiah might be likened to a return to the promised land.
Some thought the Romans would be overthrown and the
occupation ended. Others hoped God’s law would be

Please check:
the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney website:
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirusfrequently-asked-questions/
or the NSW government website:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules
for updates regarding current COVID restrictions.
For suggestions for prayer in time of lockdown go
to:
http://www.stjoanofarc.org.au/praying-in-lockdown/

respected and lived. .Some imagined that the world would
come to an end.
John the Baptist tells the crowds who gather around him
that he is not the Messiah, but rather the messenger or
precursor who points them towards the one who comes in
the name of the Lord. John promises that the Christ will
inaugurate a new time and create a new people who will
receive the gift of baptism by water and the Holy Spirit. They
will live in a new relationship with Jesus Christ as friends
inspired by the Holy Spirit. St Paul, writing to the Church at
Philippi, tells the new Christians that they can trust in Jesus
Christ in prayer and be thankful for his gifts. In him is to be
found true happiness.
In baptism we were each baptised by water and anointed
with the oil of chrism and we received the gift of the Holy
Spirit. We were each clothed in a white robe as a new
creation in Christ. We were each given a lighted candle to be
a sign of faith. In this way, each of us began our new life with
Christ who walks with us. Being a follower of Christ does not
guarantee a life free from suffering. Such a life does not
guarantee that we will not make mistakes or foolish choices.
It guarantees that we can return to our merciful God and ask
forgiveness, that our dignity as Christians can always be
restored and that we can begin again as followers of Christ.
Happiness comes from knowing that Christ is with me and
will never abandon me. I am not alone. Christ walks with me.
I know I am loved by the love who moves the sun and the
other stars and that he desires that I live for ever with him in
heaven.
The Living Word
LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Recently Deceased: Teresa Manno, Teresa Cama, Francesco
Dimiceli, Giuseppe Risicato, Grazia Scuderi, John Belcore, Anna
Accardo, Antonina Dimiceli, Rosaria Patane’ Ugo Ninni, Pierina
Antonini, Roma St Anne Joe Di Marti, Nicolina Rando, William
Harding, Carmela Crupi, Carmela Cannavo, Maria Favorito, Anna
Avoledo, Antonino Giunta, Luisa Cester, Leonardo Messina, Rosario
Daidone, Carmelo Savoca, Paolo Ingegneri, Giovanni Fulnari
Rest in Peace: Grazia Scuderi, Saverio Mafodda, Valentina
Mannino, Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De Domeneghi,
Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, Rocco Delfino,
Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, Domenico
Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore Catania
Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, Cosimo
Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacogata Angelletta, Giuseppe
Aversa, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Lawrence Wong, Pietro
Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite,
Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips,
Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin,
Vittoria Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa
Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry
Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni
Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please
specify on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this
Bulletin or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657
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St Joan of
Arc
Haberfield
CHRISTMAS
LITURGIES
2021

Reconciliation
Saturday 19 December 4.15pm—4.45pm
Wednesday 22 December 6.30pm—7.30pm
Christmas Eve Masses
Friday 24 December
5pm Children’s Mass
9pm Vigil Mass
Midnight Mass
Christmas Day Masses
Saturday 25 December
9.00am Mass
N o Ch r i s t m a s d a y e v e n i n g M a s s

Sunday 26 December
9am Mass of the Holy Family
10.30am Mass of the Holy Family
N o S u nd a y e v e ni n g M as s
6.00pm Mass on 26th December is available
at both St Mary’s Concord and St Marks Drummoyne

Carols
At
St David’s Uniting Church
51 Dalhousie Street
12 December 6.30pm

