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 Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

 
Presbytery Office:  

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  

P: 02 9798 6657  

E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  

W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 

Parish Secretary:  

Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 

YEAR B              23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME           5th September 2021               

  

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY 
 

On this weekend you are invited to join in prayer  

 

      Vigil   5.00pm: For deceased Fathers 

                9.00am: For the people of the Parish 

          6.00pm: For Fathers 

                 Grandfathers 

                 Great-Grandfathers 
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‘Every child, in every community, needs a fair go’ 
 

To treat all of Australia’s children fairly,  
we need to make sure every family and community has what kids need to thrive and be healthy.  

 
The 2021 theme for National Child Protection Week is all about the importance of the ‘bigger picture’ in addressing child abuse 
and neglect. 
Children can thrive and be healthy when they have what they need to develop well. 
But not every family has these resources. 
This is why we need to support every child, family and community according to their needs. 
This will create a healthier, fairer Australia for all children. 
A lot of great research is helping us understand more and more about what children need to thrive.  
Child Protection Week 2021 will be an opportunity to translate this knowledge into action. All skillsets, all people, and all com-
munities are assets in this important endeavour. 
Let’s make sure our neighbourhoods have strong foundations for families and children – jobs, safe places, libraries, parks, play-
grounds, schools, child care, affordable housing, health services, social activities, clubs, friendly neighbours, businesses and 
more. 
Many of you are already playing your part every day – as individuals, as community members, as volunteers and as workers – 
to help create these great communities for children. 

When we do this together we can give 
‘every child, in every neighbourhood, a fair go’. 

 
Note: This year’s theme is based on the framing research for the Core Story for Early Childhood Development and Learning.  
 
For further information please go to the NAPCAN website:  
 

https://www.napcan.org.au/ 
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Sign the No Euthanasia Petition to prevent state-sanctioned killing in 
NSW 
 

Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP is urging all Catholics to sign an e-petition to prevent the NSW 
parliament passing laws that sanction the killing of vulnerable human beings. There is never a 
good time to introduce laws such as this, but to do so in the middle of a pandemic and amidst 
lockdowns adversely affecting the lives and livelihoods of millions is unconscionable. 
 
Our sick and elderly have already suffered 17 months of increasing isolation and right now that is 
being intensified. Meanwhile, people are losing their jobs, businesses are going under, families 
are under the pressures of schooling and working from home, people’s movements are severely 
restricted, and depression rates are up. The last thing we need to hear from our leaders in this 
situation is a pro-suicide message. 
 
Please sign this petition, calling on the 
Government to keep us focused on the 
present challenges and once they have been 
met, let us focus on medicine at its best and 
not its most lethal. 
 
https://www.noeuthanasia.org.au/
protect_life_nsw  

Ctrl+click on the link above will take you to the 
petition page 

Humanitarian crises unfolding in Afghanistan and Lebanon  

As the situations in Afghanistan and Lebanon deteriorate, you can help to support 

families caught up in the crises.  

In Afghanistan, people have been forced from their homes, with half of the population in urgent need of food, 

water, shelter and protection.  

In Lebanon, the country is running out of power, water, fuel, medicine and food. Even hospitals are facing massive 

fuel shortages and will soon have to turn off the lights.  

Please donate to Caritas Australia so that we are able to respond to crises like these and others across the 

world.  

Visit caritas.org.au/lebanon or www.caritas.org.au/afghanistan or call 1800 024 413 toll free to provide much 
needed support.    

Our weekly 5pm Mass now available to view via Facebook. 
Our 5pm Saturday evening Mass is now being recorded. A link will be posted to our St Joan of Arc 

Haberfield Facebook page for you to view on the Sunday.  

If you don’t have Facebook you can get to our page by entering www.facebook.com/StJoanofArcParish 

Fr Chris DaSilva, of the Life Marriage Family team, will be holding a 
formative retreat opportunity for our current lockdown situation, called:  

‘Jesus, I Trust in You:  
Personal Retreat with the Litany of Trust’ 

 
Facebook event page: https://fb.me/e/VuKt75XF 
TO REGISTER: https://bit.ly/3mfaopp 
 
Join us for this life-changing discussion & retreat group about the book by Sr Faustina 
Maria Pia of the Sisters of Life! Based on the profound Litany of Trust, this 30-day 
retreat will include 5 Zoom meetings beginning on Wednesday, September 1, at 7:30 
pm and continuing each Wednesday. 
To read more about the eBook and how to purchase it: https://amzn.to/3sDKoVW. 

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/8qgjg/2218567/wJy_Eoiivu0gbBolNNQk7fCf32GZzhsemfv2nRjT.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/8qgjg/2218567/wJy_Eoiivu0gbBolNNQk7fCf32GZzhsemfv2nRjT.html
https://www.caritas.org.au/caritas.org.au
http://www.caritas.org.au/afghanistan
http://www.facebook.com/StJoanofArcParish.
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With constant high number of cases of 
infection over these days, and lockdown extended to the end of September, 
we must continue to keep the Church closed until advised otherwise. We pray 
for a rapid resolution of the situation and wisdom not only for our leaders but 
also for all our fellow citizens. 

Where would we be without each other?? 
Covid-19 offers a chance to reflect on what it means to belong to human society. By any measure, it 
seems, every human society lives by interdependence. For example, there's a whole team of people 
who keep the electricity grid going - we rarely think of them, or even feel grateful that they do their 
work responsibly, yet we flick on the light switch or plug in our cellphones to get them charged without 
a second thought.  The attitudes of some people towards vaccination, as far as one can tell, raises 
questions about such things.  

Pope Francis urges us to get vaccinated as 
an act of love - here's the link to him 
speaking about this.  
https://youtu.be/JWf3Ji11EaU 
and here's a link to the whole article: 
https://www.vaticannews.va/.../pope-
francis-appeal-covid... 
Some of the things the Pope says are: 

- getting a Covid jab that is “authorized by 
the respective authorities” is an “act of 
love.” 

- Helping other do the same, he said, is also an act of love. “Love for oneself, love for our families and friends, and 
love for all peoples. Love is also social and political.” 

- The Pope noted that social and political love is built up through “small, individual gestures capable of 
 transforming and improving societies.”  

- “Getting vaccinated is a simple yet profound way to care for one another, especially the most  vulnerable,” he 
said. 

- Pope Francis then prayed to God that “each one of us can make his or her own small gesture of love.”  

“No matter how small, love is always grand,” he said. “Small gestures for a better future.”  

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

https://youtu.be/JWf3Ji11EaU?fbclid=IwAR3UdYC7RCCi5cWbu6mqhptQw4hghrxVJ6Er8flUUtL10EhiEZpCI_f54lI
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-08/pope-francis-appeal-covid-19-vaccines-act-of-love.html?fbclid=IwAR0CMUqBy9B0ltmMBKHLSb1w4xaaG8uI94XWKmiPgabbKKZVdROA1_QHb6Y
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2021-08/pope-francis-appeal-covid-19-vaccines-act-of-love.html?fbclid=IwAR0CMUqBy9B0ltmMBKHLSb1w4xaaG8uI94XWKmiPgabbKKZVdROA1_QHb6Y
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/94y6v/2169054/rTqMnyuhBZh9z8THQZ46Ly3G7KGm_JZKRxaR7gaq.html
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Gospel Acclamation Matthew 4:23  
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia!  
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to  
Mark 7:31-37  
 
Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of 
Sidon towards the Sea of Galilee, right through the 
Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man who 
had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him to 
lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away 
from the crowd, put his fingers into the man's ears and 
touched his tongue with spittle. Then looking up to heaven 
he sighed; and he said to him, 'Ephphatha,' that is, 'Be 
opened.' And his ears were opened, and the ligament of 
his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly. And Jesus 
ordered them to tell no one about it, but the more he 
insisted, the more widely they published it. Their 
admiration was unbounded. 'He has done all things well,' 
they said 'he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.' 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 35:4-7  
 
Say to all faint hearts, 
'Courage! Do not be afraid. 
'Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.' 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy; 
for water gushes in the desert, 
streams in the wasteland, 
the scorched earth becomes a lake, 
the parched land springs of water. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Responsorial Psalm  Ps 145:7-10  
 
R. Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, 
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. R. 
 
It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, 
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger. R. 
 
The Lord upholds the widow and orphan, 
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion's God, from age to age. R. 
 
A reading from the letter of St James 2:1-5  
 
My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, 
our glorified Lord, with the making of distinctions 
between classes of people. Now suppose a man comes 
into your synagogue, beautifully dressed and with a gold 
ring on, and at the same time a poor man comes in, in 
shabby clothes, and you take notice of the well-dressed 
man, and say, 'Come this way to the best seats;' then 
you tell the poor man, 'Stand over there' or 'You can sit 
on the floor by my foot-rest.' Can't you see that you 
have used two different standards in your mind, and 
turned yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at 
that? 
Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor 
according to the world that God chose, to be rich in faith 
and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he promised 
to those who love him. 
 
The word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.  

© Liturgia Liturgy Brisbane 2021 

YEAR B                    23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                   

FEAST  DAYS 
 

Wednesday 8th September 
The Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Evening with Mary – Birthday of 

the Blessed Virgin 

 

“She is the flower of 

the field from whom 

bloomed the pre-

cious lily of the val-

ley.” [St Augustine] 

 

On the Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary, join Syd-

ney Catholic Youth and Life, Marriage and Family 

Office for an evening with Mary to pray the Rosary 

together on Zoom. Reflections will be lead by Fr Noel 

Custodio. 

 

Date: Wednesday, 8 September 

Time: 7:00 pm - 7:30 pm 

Register here  >Right click >Open Hyperlink  

in advance for this meeting.  

https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/94y6v/2218748/rTqMnyuhBZh9z8THQZ46Dr2qkTWAT8zvwzJ8HkSq.html
https://comms.sydneycatholic.org/ch/75218/94y6v/2218751/rTqMnyuhBZh9z8THQZ46wjfF_McNqulTfsMze74M.html
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 YEAR B                     23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME                

Reflection 

David Simas is CEO of the Obama Foundation, which works to 
“inspire, empower, and connect people to change their 
world”. He speaks about how President Obama greeted those 
he met, offering us an insight into valuing each person based 
on the riches which lie within, rather than externals, such as 
rank and power. David says that because of the strict security 
precautions, President Obama rarely went in the front door of 
any building. He usually arrived through the basement or back 
entrance of a building; the garbage bins were everywhere and 
Barack Obama would use the service elevator. lt was usually 
noisy and there was a person whose job it was to open and 
close the door. Every time without fail, and without any 
cameras present, Barack Obama would ask the person, “Who 
are you? Tell me a little about yourself." 
 
President Obama acknowledged every single person with the 
same respect, whether they were the Queen of the United 
Kingdom or the person working in the lift. Both were worthy 
of respect and received Barack Obama's undivided attention. 
For both the person operating the lift and for any other 
person, whatever their status in the world's eyes, such 
recognition and warmth related not to their position or power, 
but only to the person they were, to the beauty and potential 
within their hearts. 
 
In today's readings the riches of the kingdom of heaven are 
oifered to those who are poor, deaf and blind, who are chosen 
to remind us that God does not have preferences of culture, 
class or race. We might say God only views us through one 
lens - the lens of the heart. We are being asked to look beyond 
external appearances and to see the holiness and beauty 
within the heart of others. lt's not always obvious at first sight, 
but we are called to look through God's lens, God's eyes. In 
the first reading, the prophet lsaiah speaks of a time of joy to 
come, when “the eyes of the blind shall be opened, the ears of 
the deaf unsealed” and the tongues of those without words 
will “sing for joy". lt would seem that the Lord is offering 
everything to those who, having little or nothing in this world, 
still cling on to faith and hope; to these the prophet proclaims 
the words of God, “Couragel Do not be afraid... your God... is 
coming to save you."  
 
lt is apparent from today's second reading that St James does 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased: Nicolina Rando, William Harding, Carmela 
Crupi, Carmela Cannavo, Maria Favorito, Anna Avoledo, Antonino 
Giunta, Luisa Cester, Leonardo Messina, Rosario Daidone, Carmelo 
Savoca, Paolo Ingegneri, Giovanni Fulnari, Vincenzo Di Franco 
 
Rest in Peace:    Antonio Cardillo, Helen Bedirian, Luigino De 
Domeneghi, Rofayla Daoud, Michael & Mary Kayrooz & families, 
Rocco Delfino, Rosa Delfino, Domenico Nicita, Iolanda Caruso, 
Domenico Catalano, Ilario Furlan, Carmela Catania, Salvatore 
Catania Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa Angilletta, 
Cosimo Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacogata Angelletta, 
Giovanni & Giuseppa Fonti, Shirley Jean McInerney, Giuseppe 
Aversa, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Mostyn & Wilson Families, 
Giuseppe Iorfino, Lawrence Wong, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, 
Domenico Banno, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & 
Aversa families,  John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr 
Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 

 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 
members of our community:  Venu Uthappa, Roberto Tramarin, 
Vittoria Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa 
Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry 
Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni 
Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Jozo Tadic 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  
without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please 
specify on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this 
Bulletin or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

not feel that faith in Christ Jesus is compatible with making 
distinctions between classes of people. We are offered a very 
clear example of preferential treatment being given to a rich 
man, while a poor man is ignored, left to "stand over there" 
or to “sit on the floor". Our own partiality may not be as 
obvious, though it can be just as real. We are reminded that 
it is those who are poor by the standards of our world whom 
God chooses to be rich in faith and to be beneficiaries of 
God's kingdom. 
 
Jesus in the Gospel goes by way of Sidon towards the Sea of 
Galilee. Taking this route brings Jesus into the world of the 
Gentiles, people regarded as being outside the love and care 
of the God of Israel. Jesus chooses to open the ears and give 
back the voice to a deaf man who has an impediment in his 
speech. Jesus is showing his love for this man, who is an 
outsider in the Jewish society of his day, by touching his ears 
and his tongue. Jesus is giving this man back his dignity as a 
beloved child of God, his Father. The man obviously has faith, 
as Jesus is able to cure him. We know from other healing 
stories in the Gospels that faith and trust would seem to be 
hallmarks of those chosen by God, those poor by the world's 
standards. 
 

Reflecting on these readings offers us the opportunity to 
“open our ears to God's call to have courage; to “open our 
eyes' to the living presence of God in all people; and to 
“open our hearts" to respect the inner beauty in every 
human soul. From a heart without borders, we will then be 
able to offer the unconditional love of God to all we meet. 
 

Please check: 
the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney website: 
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-
frequently-asked-questions/ 
or the NSW government website: 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/rules 
for updates regarding current COVID restrictions. 
 

For suggestions for prayer in time of lockdown go 
to  
http://www.stjoanofarc.org.au/praying-in-lockdown/ 
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Il Signore ridona la vista ai ciechi, 

il Signore rialza chi è caduto, 

il Signore ama i giusti, 

il Signore protegge i forestieri. 

 

Egli sostiene l’orfano e la vedova, 

ma sconvolge le vie dei malvagi. 

Il Signore regna per sempre, 

il tuo Dio, o Sion, di generazione in generazione. 

 

Dalla lettera di san Giacomo apostolo 2,1-5  

 

Fratelli miei, la vostra fede nel Signore nostro Gesù 

Cristo, Signore della gloria, sia immune da favoritismi 

personali.  

Supponiamo che, in una delle vostre riunioni, entri 

qualcuno con un anello d’oro al dito, vestito 

lussuosamente, ed entri anche un povero con un 

vestito logoro. Se guardate colui che è vestito 

lussuosamente e gli dite: «Tu siediti qui, 

comodamente», e al povero dite: «Tu mettiti là, in 

piedi», oppure: «Siediti qui ai piedi del mio sgabello», 

non fate forse discriminazioni e non siete giudici dai 

giudizi perversi? 

Ascoltate, fratelli miei carissimi: Dio non ha forse 

scelto i poveri agli occhi del mondo, che sono ricchi 

nella fede ed eredi del Regno, promesso a quelli che 

lo amano?  

 

Parola di Dio  

 

Canto al Vangelo Mt 4,23 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

Gesù annunciava il vangelo del Regno 

e guariva ogni sorta di infermità nel popolo. 

Alleluia.  

 

+ Dal Vangelo secondo Marco 7,31-37  

 

In quel tempo, Gesù, uscito dalla regione di Tiro, 

passando per Sidòne, venne verso il mare di Galilea in 

pieno territorio della Decàpoli.  

Gli portarono un sordomuto e lo pregarono di 

imporgli la mano. Lo prese in disparte, lontano dalla 

folla, gli pose le dita negli orecchi e con la saliva gli 

toccò la lingua; guardando quindi verso il cielo, emise 

un sospiro e gli disse: «Effatà», cioè: «Apriti!». E subito 

gli si aprirono gli orecchi, si sciolse il nodo della sua 

lingua e parlava correttamente.  

E comandò loro di non dirlo a nessuno. Ma più egli lo 

proibiva, più essi lo proclamavano e, pieni di stupore, 

dicevano: «Ha fatto bene ogni cosa: fa udire i sordi e 

fa parlare i muti!». 

 

Parola del Signore 

Un sordomuto. Assomiglia 

molto a noi, quando 

siamo nel peccato.  

Possiamo avere accanto 

Dio, che ci sussurra le 

parole più dolci e 

imperiose. Non lo 

sentiamo. Possiamo aver 

vicino le persone più acute 

e più buone, che 

desiderano aiutarci. Non 

prestiamo attenzione. O 

passiamo davanti a chi ha bisogno di un conforto, di 

una speranza. È come se fossimo soli al mondo, 

chiusi nel nostro egoismo.  

Ma se il sacramento di Cristo ci raggiunge... Può 

essere la Chiesa che battezza o ci offre il perdono a 

nome del Signore Gesù. Le dita, la saliva, l’“apriti” 

possono essere l’acqua o la mano benedicente che si 

leva su di noi: “Io ti battezzo”; “Io ti assolvo”.  

Allora avviene nuovamente il “miracolo”.  

Diventiamo capaci, per grazia, di udire le 

consolazioni e i suggerimenti e gli imperativi di Dio. 

Diventiamo capaci di rispondergli con la preghiera e 

con la vita.  

E il prossimo è colui che dev’essere ascoltato e 

confortato. Nasce la fraternità.  

Se ci lasciamo salvare dal Signore. Se aderiamo a lui 

con tutte le forze.  

 

Dal libro del profeta Isaìa 35,4-7  

 

Dite agli smarriti di cuore:  

«Coraggio, non temete! 

Ecco il vostro Dio, 

giunge la vendetta, 

la ricompensa divina. 

Egli viene a salvarvi». 

Allora si apriranno gli occhi dei ciechi 

e si schiuderanno gli orecchi dei sordi. 

Allora lo zoppo salterà come un cervo, 

griderà di gioia la lingua del muto, 

perché scaturiranno acque nel deserto, 

scorreranno torrenti nella steppa. 

La terra bruciata diventerà una palude, 

il suolo riarso sorgenti d’acqua. 

 

Parola di Dio  

 

Salmo responsoriale Sal 145 

 

Loda il Signore, anima mia. 

 

Il Signore rimane fedele per sempre 

rende giustizia agli oppressi, 

dà il pane agli affamati. 

Il Signore libera i prigionieri.  

 

                       XXIII DOMENICA DEL TEMPO ORDINARIO (ANNO B)            

© Liturgia la Chiesa 


