
 

 
Welcome to 

St Joan of Arc Parish                  
Haberfield 

 
Presbytery Office:  

97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045  

P: 02 9798 6657  

E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au  

W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au 

Parish Secretary:  

Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro 

Please support Caritas Australia this Lenten season 
themed  
 

“Be More”. 
 
As Saint Oscar Romero said,  

“Aspire not to have more, but to be more.” 
 
Through your generosity and by aspiring to “Be 
More”, you are assisting some of the world’s most 
vulnerable people build better futures for themselves, 
their families and their communities. 
 
You can donate through  
 set of Caritas envelopes 
 by phoning 1800 024 413 or 
 by visiting  
    www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion 

Third Sunday of Lent 

7th March 2021  

Oliva, 22, didn’t have the 
opportunity to go to school, and 
was embarrassed that she was 
unable to read, write or count. 
Her business was losing money 
because she couldn’t add up. 
Then Oliva enrolled in Caritas 
Australia’s literacy and numeracy 
classes. She also set up a home 
classroom to teach her 
neighbours for free, because they 
were too shy to attend larger 
classes. 
Oliva has now graduated, 
attendance at her classes is 
growing, her kiosk is thriving and 
she is helping her children with 
their homework. She aims to 
become a pastor and run 
for  leadership in the next local 
election - to help her community 
to ‘Be More.’ 
Please donate to Project 
Compassion 2021 and support 
people like Oliva’s gain access to 
education to build a brighter 
future and live in communities 
that upholds everyone’s dignity. 

In this bulletin    
 

p1:   Project Compassion  

p2:   RCIA  
P3:   Slavery Free Chocolate 

p4:   Our Lady of Guadalupe 

p5:   Lenten Penance, Youth Mass 

p6:   QR Code 

p7:   catechist milestones 

p8:   Mass schedule, booking                        

        procedure, notices Project Compassion Prayer 

p9:   COVID regulations - English/Italian 

p10:  2021 First Reconciliation, First Holy                    

    Communion & Confirmation dates 
p11:  Readings of the Day - English 

p12:  Gospel Reflection - English 

p13:  Readings and Reflection  

    of the day - Italian 

p14: Resources during COVID - Online Resources for prayer 

and worship  

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


 

R.C.I.A 
 

Scrutinies & Presentations 
 

Following the rite of election there is the period of enlightenment and purification, 
which usually occurs during Lent. Lent becomes for all (community and 
Catechumen) a time of spiritual reflection and renewal in preparation for the 
celebration of the paschal mystery.  For the catechumen it is a more intense 
spiritual preparation than the instruction has been to this point. It is the period of 
searching more fully their own conscience and opening their mind and heart to a 
deeper knowledge of Christ.  
 

In the next three weeks the scrutinies will take place. The scrutinies are designed 
for greater self-reflection, to uncover weakness, sinfulness, and any other 
deficiencies and for healing to occur. They are also meant to strengthen all that 
“enables us to remain faithful to that abiding love” of God. (Morris p182) “These 
rites, therefore, should complete the conversion of the elect and deepen their 
resolve to hold fast to Christ, and to carry out their decision to love God above 
all.” (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults p70) 
 

Presentations take place after the scrutinies as they are a part of the period of 
purification and enlightenment. The Creed and Our Father are presented. These 
ancient texts are lovingly entrusted to the Catechumen, since they express the 
heart of the Church’s faith and prayer. 
 
Source:  The RCIA:Transforming the Church – A Resource for Pastoral Implementation by 

Thomas H. Morris (1997) 
 Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – Study Edition (May 2018) 
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Are you a volunteer? 
 
To comply with Archdiocesan and Government 
regulations 

if you have contact with children  
YOU NEED A WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK 
To apply or for more details, go 

to www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check. 
 
Have a WWCC? Has it expired? 
Please renew and let the parish office know 
 
Need a WWCC? Then you need a Safeguarding Induction. 
Face-to-Face sessions to be announced soon. 
Online induction available 
 

https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
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 We cannot ignore the fact that there is as much slavery in the world today, as there was 

before, or perhaps more – Pope Francis.  

Can’t find slavery-free Easter eggs in your supermarket?  

Ten years ago there was almost no slavery-free chocolate in our supermarkets in Australia. Now, because of public pressure and consumer 
demands, most supermarkets will sell some. Thank you for contributing to the demand for slavery-free chocolate, but we have a long way to go.  
Slavery-free chocolate is delicious and is no more expensive than other chocolate. Try ALDI, Haighs, and leading supermarkets.  
Please remember that if you are putting together a fundraising chocolate raffle for your school, parish or workplace, make sure it only contains 
chocolate that is certified slavery-free. Consider giving the profits of your raffle to CARITAS, which works to ensure people are not forced into 
slavery and forced labour.  
For information on Slavery-free Easter chocolate and resources, go to: https://acrath.org.au/take-action/slavery-free-easter/  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Slavery-free 
chocolate will feature 
one of these 
certification symbols 
(below) on the 
wrappers: 
FAIRTRADE, 
Rainforest Alliance 
and UTZ. It’s 
delicious and you can 
buy it at ALDI, 
Haigh’s, and other 
leading supermarkets 
and shops.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 

In the “Prayer for Renewal” that we have been praying for the Archdiocesan mission plan, we pray to 
Our Lady Help of Christians – patron saint of Australia, to Our Lady of Guadalupe and to St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop – Australia’s first saint. 
 

What do we know of Mary by the title of Our Lady of Guadalupe? 
 
In 1531, on the outskirts of Mexico city, Mary appeared several 
times to an indigenous man, Juan Diego. She requested that 
Juan Diego ask the Archbishop of Mexico to erect a church 
dedicated to her in Tepeyac. Although he felt unworthy, she 
insisted that he complete this task.  
 
Mary had chosen this place for the church because it was in the 
neighbourhood of indigenous poor. Following the conquering of 
the territory by the Spanish about 10 years prior, the vast 
majority of indigenous people had died, either by forced labour 
or diseases imported by the conquerors. She wanted the church 
built “…where she could demonstrate her motherly love and 
compassion for the oppressed.” (Dahm, p162) 
 
The Archbishop wanted a sign to confirm Juan Diego’s story. So, 
Juan Diego opened his coat and roses fell out, and an imprint of 
the Virgin remained on the cloth. Mary had directed Juan Diego 

to pick the roses when the Archbishop had asked for a sign, however, it was December and therefore 
roses were an unlikely harvest. “From that moment on, the Virgin of Guadalupe became the patron 
saint of Mexico.” (Dahm, p162) Many indigenous Mexican people subsequently were led to Christianity 
and became part of the Catholic Church. The Mexican people felt honoured that Mary had appeared to 
one of them, and appearing like them (dark skinned) and speaking Juan Diego’s language. “Her tunic 
and mantle, sprinkled with stars, and the moon, firmly planted under her feet, indicated her cosmic 
role. She appears in an environment filled with birds singing and flowers blooming, reflecting the 
indigenous cosmology where harmony reigns amidst flowers and song…” (Dahm, p162) 
 
In 1999 Pope John Paul II declared that the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe would be celebrated in 
every church in the Americas. She became the Patroness, the evangeliser, and the Mother of the 
Americas. She became the Star of the New Evangelisation. In an article by James D Conley he writes, 

“Today, we are called to the work of a new evangelization - we are called to invite the world 
into deeper communion with Christ and His Church.  We are called to propose Christ, as if for 
the very first time, to a culture that has largely lost sight of the Christian sensibilities in which it 
is rooted. We are called to propose to people an encounter with Christ.” 
 
We in Sydney are called to the same new evangelization, inviting people into our communities and 
into the love of Christ and His Church. We are called to “Go Make Disciples”. 
 
Sources:  Parish Ministry in a Hispanic Community by Charles W. Dahm, OP 2004 
      Article by James D Conley in Catholic News Agency Dec 12, 2014 
 

Summary copies of the Archdiocesan Mission Plan “Go Make Disciples”  as well as full copies  
can be found at:  https://www.gomakedisciples.org.au/  
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LENTEN PENANCE
 
DAYS OF PENANCE 

Abstinence from meat, and fasting, must be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. All who have 
completed their eighteenth year and have not yet begun their sixtieth year are bound to fast. All w ho have 
completed their fourteenth year are bound to abstain. 
On all other Fridays of the year including the Fridays of Lent, the law of the common practice of penance 
is fulfilled by performing any one of the following: 

prayer for example, Mass attendance; family prayer; a visit to a church or chapel; reading the Bible; 
making the Stations of the Cross; praying the rosary. 
self-denial for example, not eating meat; not eating sweets or dessert; giving up entertainment to 
spend time with the family; limiting food and drink so as to give to the poor of one's own country; 
limiting use of social media, smart phones or television. 
helping others for example, special attention to someone who is poor, sick, elderly, lonely or 
overburdened. 

 
 

 
Each of the faithful is obliged to receive Holy Communion at least once a year. This is to be done between Ash 
Wednesday, 17'h February, and Trinity Sunday, 30th May, 2021 unless for a good reason it is done at another time 
during the year. All the faithful are obliged to confess their grave sins at least once a year. 
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Youth Mass for St Joan of Arc? 
 

Priority number 1 of our Parish Strategic Plan is to engage with youth. Sydney Catholic 

Schools director -  Tony Farley has asked high schools in the Sydney Archdiocese to engage 

with their local parishes. The response of Domrey College is 

to commit to provide a youth mass once a term in the major      

parishes of their students which includes St Joan of Arc. The 

happy convergence of these things is that we have an 

opportunity to take the first step of our Strategic Plan. The 

first Youth Mass with Domrey students involvement will be Sunday 14th March at 6pm. We 

look forward to the occasion and hope we can build on it.  

Special Event for 

March 28th 6pm Mass. 
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St Joan of  Arc Parish  

QR code for check-in! 

You will still need to register for 

5pm Saturday and 9am Sunday 
Masses 

We have found that there are fewer problems 
using the Service NSW app 

Download the Service NSW app (if you do not 
have it installed on your phone) 

Open app and scroll down to TOOLS  

Tap on COVID Safe Check-in    

Scan the NSW Government QR code at the 
entrance to the church with the camera 

Enter your details and any dependants (children 
or elderly family members) who are with you in 
the fields as prompted 

* Please note that you can check-in using the 

COVID Safe Check-in Tool without a 

MyServiceNSW account 

*Alternatively  you can scan the NSW 

Government QR code at the entrance to the 

church with your smartphone camera and 

check in using the webform—just tap the red 

‘Webform button on the Service NSW webpage 

Once successfully checked in show your  

green check-in tick to the door monitors. 

Don’t have a smartphone? 

A door monitor will be able to check you in by 

adding your contact details to their form. 

CATECHISTS NEEDED 

Each school week we send 

catechists into the two State 

Schools in our suburb, 

Haberfield Public School 

(Tuesday  9.00am to 9.30am Yr 

3 - Yr 6; 9.30am - 10.00am  

Kindy - Yr 2) and Dobroyd 

Point Public School (Wednesday 9.30am to 

10.05am Yr 3 - Yr 6; 10.05am - 10.40am  Kindy - 

Yr 2). Catechists use programmes and activity 

books to aid the teaching process that were 

developed by the 

Sydney Archdiocesan Confraternity of 

Christian Doctrine (CCD).  

For some of these children it is the only time in 

their lives that they hear about Jesus. We 

need more catechists and helpers. Can you 

help? For just half an hour on Tuesdays at 

Haberfield Public School or on Wednesdays at 

Dobroyd Point Public School, you can really 

make a difference to a young person’s faith 

journey.  

If you can help, and for further information 

about what you need to do to become a 

catechist, please contact Greg Hill, our 

Catechist Co-ordinator, by email at 

gregh200@yahoo.com.au or on 0411 268 694.  

Weekly Online Lenten Group 
Receive the Grace to Go Make Disciples: A Lenten Companion 

Join Fr Noel Custodio, host of The Furnace podcast, 
as he leads an online Lenten Group which will use  
Receive the Grace to Go Make Disciples: A Lenten 
Companion.  
Dates: Wednesdays of Lent. 
Time: 7:30pm – 8:15pm 
Register: www.gomakedisciples.org.au  
For more information: contact the Parish Renewal 
Team at parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org or on 
(02) 9390 5330. 

Toddler Tales Playgroup for preschoolers  
is back in 2021! 

 
Please meet Kate near the play equipment at 
Algie Park,  

195 Ramsay St  

Haberfield at 9am. 
 
 
Weather permitting the group 
will meet at 9am on Tuesdays 
during the school term.  
 

Everyone is welcome to join! 
 
 
 

If you have any questions please contact 
Cindy-Anne c.sarcasmo@syd.catholic.edu.au 
or the school office on 9798 9780. 

http://www.gomakedisciples.org.au
mailto:parishrenewal@sydneycatholic.org
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Catechist milestones 

A few weeks ago was Catechist Sunday. A few members of the catechist team reached significant 
milestones. We congratulate the following: 
 

5 years - Mary McInerney 
5 years - Falesiu Barletta 
10 years - Vicki Smith 
10 years - Greg Hill 
20 years - Mary Wong 
 

Mary McInerney has just completed 5 years on the team and teaches two classes at Dobroyd Point each 

week, while also volunteering to teach our sacramental program. Mary, who used to be a classroom teacher, 
brings a wealth of experience to her two classes, and is greatly respected by students and teachers alike. A 
few years ago, Mary was preparing children for the sacrament of Confirmation and one father, 
accompanying his daughter, remembered that Mary had, in fact, been his classroom teacher many years 
earlier when he was in primary school. Mary also remembered teaching the father which shows that not only 
is Mary sharp as a tack, but she is also well respected and remembered fondly by students she's taught. 
 

Falesiu Barletta has also achieved 5 years of service on the catechist team, mainly as a classroom helper 
to many different classes over the years, but Falesiu also fills in as a classroom teacher whenever needed. 
Falesiu is a true team player, whose normal work, outside the catechist team, unsurprisingly involves 
helping other people. Falesiu has provided music to the 6 p.m. Sunday night Mass over many years, playing 
the keyboard, while she also plays a hand in the flower arrangement around the church - a true person for 
others. 
 

Vicki Smith has faithfully served the catechist team for 10 years and teaches at both of our schools - 
Haberfield Public School and Dobroyd Point Public School. Vicki has her own class at Haberfield Public 
School and has also filled in for many years on standby for our longest-serving catechist, Ross Maio (now 
in his 42nd year), who used to be a cruise ship musician and couldn't always make his own class. At 
Dobroyd Point Public School, Vicki teaches two classes each week.  
Vicki has also volunteered for many years at St Joan of Arc school with one-on-one reading, helping 
countless young students over the years to become better readers. Additionally, Vicki is involved with the 
parish as a Minister of the Word at different Masses over the weekend. 
 

Greg Hill is our Catechist coordinator and has reached the milestone of 10 years. He has taught two 

classes at Haberfield Public School each week, 2 classes at Dobroyd Point Public School for the past 8 
years and has also taught up at the Italian Bilingual School at Meadowbank for 4 years. In the last year or 
so, he has also helped out St Fiacre's parish by teaching two classes up at Orange Grove Public School 
each Friday. Greg also coordinates the Sacramental preparation program. 
 

Mary Wong, our second longest-serving catechist, has been on the team for 20 years. Mary has taught 

many different age levels over the years and now is involved with both our Year 2 and Year 4 classes at 
Haberfield Public School. Mary is always the go-to person when we have a teacher unavailable at either 
Haberfield Public School or Dobroyd Point Public School and will happily fill in at short notice too. There 
was one such time, just over a year ago, when there was no teacher to teach the final lesson of the year to 
Year 1 at Haberfield Public School, which would have had a Christmas theme. Greg recalls ringing Mary up 
at 7:50 a.m. for the 9.30 a.m. class and Mary was happy to fill in. 
Mary was also, for many years, a friend to a person on the Compeer friendship program for adults living 
with a diagnosed mental illness, run through the St Vincent de Paul society, so Mary would head off after 
teaching at Haberfield Public School to meet her friend in the city on Tuesdays. Mary's selfless actions and 
life of service are a great source of inspiration to the catechist team and the St Joan of Arc parish. 
 
We thank all our Catechists for the time they give teaching our 

Catholic children in the state school program.  



 

 
PLEASE CHECK IN USING THE QR CODE  

AT THE CHURCH DOOR 
 
WEEKEND MASSES 
 
Saturday …………………………..5.00pm  

Sunday ………………..9.00am & 6.00pm 
 
108 persons in total (plus essential people) are 
able to attend a mass 
 
Registration for Saturday 5pm & Sunday 9am 
by calling the  

Marist Sisters 9799 2034 -  

9.30am-3.30pm Monday-Friday only. 

Please book for a month at a time to lessen the 
number of phone calls needed. 

For Sunday 6pm—no booking needed for now, 
but if number reaches 108 the doors will be 
closed. 
 
WEEKDAY MASSES 
 
Wednesday, Thursday …….9.00am 

Friday ……………………..….9.15am 

 No registration needed  

 Use courtyard side door  

 Each person provides name and contact 
details.  

PLEASE WRITE NAME AND PHONE NUMBER 
CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY 

 Use only front half of Church and pews 
marked  ‘SIT HERE’ 

 Please remain seated unless necessary to 
move 

 
RECONCILIATION   
 
Saturday 4.30pm—4.50pm  

(if attending Mass after Reconciliation remember 
to register) If attending for Reconciliation, you also 
need to leave your name and contact details 
 
===================================== 
Please fill up seating spaces from the front of 
the church when you enter for Mass as this 
helps with cleaning 
===================================== 
please note that windows need to be 
opened if you turn a fan on. 
===================================== 

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your 
community safe by helping our health workers to notify you quickly if 
you’ve come in contact with someone who has Coronavirus. 
 

With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a secure note 
of other users you’ve been near if you have to go out. 
So, if they test positive for Coronavirus, you’ll be 
notified. It’ll help us stop the spread sooner, so we 
can all get back to the things we love. 

CHECKING CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS 
 

You can check current COVID 19 restrictions and 
their impact on sacraments such as weddings, 
baptisms and funerals on 

 
the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney website: 
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-
frequently-asked-questions/ 

 
or the NSW government website: 
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and
-cant-do-under-rules regularly for any changes that 
may happen. 

 
Please check regularly, especially if you are to 
celebrate a sacrament as restrictions can change 
before the date. 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has 
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 
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National Coronavirus Helpline   
 1800 020 080  (operates 24/7) 

The Parish COVID-19 Safety Plan is available for 

your reference in the Sacristy. 
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COVID-19 UPDATED REGULATIONS 26 February 2021 
  
FACE MASKS  
WEARING OF FACE MASKS IN PLACES OF WORSHIP IS RECOMMENDED BUT NOT MANDATORY 
 
Remember that the primary precautions are still hand sanitising and distancing. 
HAND SANITISING PLEASE USE THE HAND SANITISER THAT IS AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH DOOR.  
DISTANCING  PLEASE STAY 1.5 metres FROM THE NEXT PERSON AT ALL TIMES. That means all around 
you, not just side to side. This applies when at your place in a pew or when processing to receive Holy 
Communion. The only people who can sit closer than 1.5 m are people from the same household. That 
DOES NOT include family members who live elsewhere!  
 ALSO—PLEASE DO NOT CONGREGATE BEFORE OR AFTER MASS ANYWHERE INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE 
CHURCH.  If you need to speak to someone call them by phone when you get home.  
ARE YOU FEELING UNWELL? 
You will be asked this question when you prepare to enter the Church. 
If you are feeling unwell you will be told that you need to return home.  Please do so. 
If you are, in fact, unwell, please stay home in the first place and contact your GP. 
 

———————————————- 
 

COVID-19 REGOLAMENTI AGGIORNATI dal 12 febbraio 2021 
 

MASCHERE   
E' CONSIGLIATO, MA NON OBBLIGATORIO, INDOSSARE MASCHERE FACCIALI IN CHIESA 
 
Ricordate che le precauzioni principali continuano ad essere sanificazione delle mani e distanziamento 
tra le persone. 
SANIFICAZIONE DELLE MANI 

SIETE PREGATI DI UTILIZZARE IL SANIFICANTE DISPONIBILE AL ENTRATA DELLA CHIESA. 
DISTANZA  

MANTENETE 1.5m di distanza fra tutte le persone IN QUALSIASI MOMENTO.  
Ciò significa in tutte le direzioni intorno a voi, non solo da un lato all'altro. Questo vale quando 
siete al vostro posto in un banco o quando vi mettete in fila per ricevere la Santa Comunione. 
Solo le persone della stessa famiglia possono sedersi più vicino di 1,5 m. Ciò NON INCLUDE i 
familiari che vivono altrove! Queste informazioni dovrebbero essere aggiornate  
PER FAVORE, NON CONGREGARE PRIMA O DOPO LA MESSA NÉ DALL'INTERNO NÉ ALL'ESTERNO 
DELLA CHIESA. 
Se avete bisogno di parlare con qualcuno, chiamateli al telefono quando ritornate a casa. 

STATE BENE O MALE? 
Vi verrà posta questa domanda quando vi preparate ad entrare nella Chiesa. 
Se non vi sentite bene sarete avvisati di tornare a casa. Per favore fatelo. 
Se, in fatti, non vi sentite bene, vi preghiamo di rimanere a casa e contattare il vostro medico di 
famiglia. 
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The Sacraments of  

First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion and Confirmation 

for St Joan of Arc Parish young people: 

 

CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL  

 

First Reconciliation:  1st September, 2021 at 10am, 5pm or 7pm 

Commitment Masses: 24th & 25th July and 31st July & 1st August 
 

First Holy Communion: Sundays, 8th & 15th August, 2021 at 10.30am 

Commitment Masses: 12th & 13th June and 19th & 20th June 
Reflection Night: 4th August, 2021 at 7pm (in church) 

 

Confirmation: Saturday, 29th  May, 2021 at 5pm 

Commitment Masses: 17th & 18th April and 24th & 25th April 
Reflection Night: 26th May, 2021 at 7pm (in church) 

 

CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 

 

First Reconciliation: 1st September, 2021 at 10am, 5pm or 7pm 

Commitment Masses: 24th & 25th July and 31st July & 1st August 
 

First Holy Communion: Sunday, 21st November, 2021 at 10.30am. 

Commitment Masses: 9th & 10th October and 16th & 17th October 
Reflection Night: 17th November, 2021at 7pm (in church) 

 

Confirmation: Sunday, 30th May, 2021 at 11am 

Commitment Masses: 17th & 18th April and 24th & 25th April 
Reflection Night:  26th May, 2021 at 7pm (in church) 

 
 

(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date - 
Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at  

gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register) 



 

 

is the power and the wisdom of God. For God's 
foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God's 
weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation John 3:16  
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
God loved the world so much, he gave us his only 
Son, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 
2:13-25  
 
Just before the Jewish Passover Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem, and in the Temple he found people selling 
cattle and sheep and pigeons, and the money 
changers sitting 
at their counters 
there. Making a 
whip out of some 
cord, he drove 
them all out of 
the Temple, 
cattle and sheep 
as well, scattered the money changers' coins, knocked 
their tables over and said to the pigeon-sellers, 'Take 
all this out of here and stop turning my Father's house 
into a market.' Then his disciples remembered the 
words of scripture: Zeal for your house will devour me. 
The Jews intervened and said, 'What sign can you 
show us to justify what you have done?' Jesus 
answered, 'Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I 
will raise it up.' The Jews replied, 'It has taken forty-six 
years to build this sanctuary: are you going to raise it 
up in three days?' But he was speaking of the 
sanctuary that was his body, and when Jesus rose 
from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had 
said this, and they believed the scripture and the 
words he had said. 
During his stay in Jerusalem for the Passover many 
believed in his name when they saw the signs that he 
gave, but Jesus knew them all and did not trust 
himself to them; he never needed evidence about any 
man; he could tell what a man had in him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

A reading from the book of Exodus 20:1-3, 7-8, 12-17  
 
God spoke all these words. He said, 'I am the Lord 
your God who brought you out of the land of Egypt, 
out of the house of slavery. 
'You shall have no gods except me. 
'You shall not utter the name of the Lord your God to 
misuse it, for the Lord will not leave unpunished the 
man who utters his name to misuse it. 
'Remember the sabbath day and keep it holy. 
'Honour your father and your mother so that you 
may have a long life in the land that the Lord your 
God has given to you. 
'You shall not kill. 
'You shall not commit adultery. 
'You shall not steal. 
'You shall not bear false witness against your 
neighbour. 
'You shall not covet your neighbour's house. 
'You shall not covet your neighbour's wife, or his 
servant, man or woman, or his ox, or his donkey, or 
anything that is his.' 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 18:8-11  
 
R. Lord, you have the words of everlasting life. 
 
The law of the Lord is perfect, 
it revives the soul. 
The rule of the Lord is to be trusted, 
it gives wisdom to the simple. R. 
 
The precepts of the Lord are right, 
they gladden the heart. 
The command of the Lord is clear, 
it gives light to the eyes. R. 
 
The fear of the Lord is holy, 
abiding for ever. 
The decrees of the Lord are truth 
and all of them just. R. 
 
They are more to be desired than gold, 
than the purest of gold 
and sweeter are they than honey, 
than honey from the comb. R. 
 
A reading from the first letter of  
St Paul to the Corinthians 1:22-25  
 
While the Jews demand miracles and the Greeks look 
for wisdom, here are we preaching a crucified Christ; 
to the Jews an obstacle that they cannot get over, to 
the pagans madness, but to those who have been 
called, whether they are Jews or Greeks, a Christ who 
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Reflection 
 

“Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will raise it up.” 
 

The Old Testament has what may seem a surprisingly small 
vocabulary, which means that the same word can mean different 
things. This is one reason why translations of the Old Testament 
can be so different from each other. Remarkably, the Hebrew word 
for “word” is a good example of this. It can mean “word” or “thing”. 
In the Hebrew mind, “words” are “things” - they have just as much 
substance as any other “thing”. This is not so odd as it might seem. 
Although few of us may have noticed it, we do something similar in 
English with “thing” and “think”. A “thing” is something you can think 
of. 
In Hebrew the word has a special power in the sense of God’s 
words. Human beings use words to describe things, but God uses 
words to bring things into being. So in the first reading today, we 
have the famous Ten Commandments, except the word for 
“commandment” is actually the word for “word”; it is really ten 
“words”, rather than ten “commandments”. Yet we speak of the ten 
“commandments” rather than the ten “words”. With God, a word is 
both a commandment and a statement of fact. God’s words come 
true. Sin will end for those who enter heaven and even for those 
who reject God, sin will be limited. The frustration of the evil will is 
the greatest punishment in hell. God does not allow us to sin for 
ever. We should not think of God’s commandments as human 
laws, which may or may not be obeyed. In the end God’s kingdom 
will come and God’s will be done on earth as it is in heaven. We 
see this in the story of the cleansing of the Temple in the Gospel. 
In today’s Gospel reading, Christ cleanses the Temple in 
Jerusalem. When he is challenged about his actions, he responds 
with these words, “Destroy this sanctuary, and in three days I will 
raise it up.” His victory is guaranteed and the resurrection is the 
sign of that victory. Even though the historic Jerusalem Temple will 
be destroyed, the risen Christ and the Church which is his body will 
triumph over sin and death. In purifying the Temple now, Christ 
shows that his resurrection is about creating a new life. 
This is one reason why the Church continues to sing the Old 
Testament psalms. The psalms speak of victory, often in militaristic 
terms, and this can seem strange and even offensive to our way of 
thinking. The key is that the victory is not ours but God’s. God will 
win, and God does not need us to bring about that victory by force. 
Instead we are called to believe and hope in God’s victory, the 
victory we prepare for by prayer. Much will be destroyed before that 
victory comes, but what is destroyed, the Lord can raise up again, 
as Christ says later in John’s Gospel: “Now the will of him who sent 
me is that I should lose nothing of all that he has given to me, and 
that I should raise it up on the last day.” We see so much 
degradation and ruin in the world, often caused by human sin, but 
there is nothing that falls that cannot be raised again, until we come 
to the place where the true temple stands for ever. 
If God is going to win, then what is our role in God’s victory? It is 
quite simple: we are called to believe and hope in that victory, and 
by love share the fruits of that victory with others. There are signs 
of the kingdom to come here on earth, and there are small victories 
over evil, which can give us hope and protect us from despair. 
While we live on earth as Christians, we live in the temple because 
we are the temple, which is why we are called to purify ourselves to 
keep the temple pure. This is why self-examination is the 
foundation of all progress. If we fight injustice, or prejudice, we 
must start by considering our own injustice, to be constantly trying 
to overcome our own prejudices, and we must be honest here, 
even if it is painful for us to do so. We will fail if we rely on our own 
power, but we can remember that Christ is with us; he will teach us 
the truth and set us free. 

 
The Living Word 

 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased:  . Pietro Marchese, Peter Lindwall, Agatina 
Torrisi, Concetta Giannini, Angelo Brunetto, Mary Anne Maling, 
Antonio Denaro, Maria Valenti, Antonia Caldarola, Armando Isgro, 
Elena Ingegneri, Laura Merlo, Giovanna Di Donato, Giuseppe 
Biviano, Salvatore Marino, Domenica Musumeci, Gianna Fradel, 
Michele Civitella, Lucia Terranova, Pietro Petruzzella, Teresa Manno, 
Filippo Mediati, Pietrina Gorga, Carmela Girgenti 

 
Rest in Peace:   Concetta Cardillo, Maria Oppedisano, Anna Rosa 
Angilletta, Cosimo Angilletta, Joe Angilletta, Frank & Immacogata 
Angelletta, Giovanni & Giuseppa Fonti, Shirley Jean McInerney, 
Giuseppe Aversa, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro, Mostyn & Wilson 
Families, Giuseppe Iorfino, Onofrio Dell’Annunziata, Lawrence Wong, 
Maria & Federico Tomei, Alfia & Angelo Torrisi, Mario Scardilli, 
Oswald Magro, Angelo Ingegneri, John Carey, Robert Beel, Giovanni 
Papa, Francesca & Antonio Vidili, Carmela Di Bartolo, Mary Attard, 
Pietro Petruzzella, Maria Scappin, Connie Maling, Carmela Cutrufello, 
Valentina Mannino, Giuseppe D’Agostino, Concettina Di Bello, John 
Carey,  Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, Lucy The, 
Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families,  John & Moya 
Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in 
Purgatory. 

 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 
members of our community:  Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria Lavecchia, 
Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, 
Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, 
Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  
without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 
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ROSTER for NEXT week:  Fourth Sunday of Lent 
 
Scripture Readings: 
First Reading:          2 Chronicles   36:14-16, 19-23  
Second Reading:    Ephesians    4:2-10 
Gospel:             John           3:14-21 
 
Saturday 5pm Mass: 
Reader:    Maria Del Vecchio 
Computer:  Greg Hill 
Cantor :    Paul O,Connell 
Cleaning:   Maria Del Vecchio 
 
Sunday 9.00am Mass:  
Reader:    Peter Etcell 
Computer:  Harry Albani 
Cantor:    Dominque Marturia / Chris Molloy 
Cleaning:   Isabella  Ramirra 
                                                                   
Sunday 6.00pm Mass:  
Reader:    Domremy Students 
Computer:  To be organised on the night 
Cantor:    To be organised on the night 
Cleaning:   Kate Svoboda 
                                                                           

 
FRIDAY PENANCE. 

Friday is the traditional day of penance and should 

be marked by prayer, self-denial and helping others. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

I precetti del Signore sono retti, 

fanno gioire il cuore; 

il comando del Signore è limpido, 

illumina gli occhi.  

 

Il timore del Signore è puro,  

rimane per sempre; 

i giudizi del Signore sono fedeli, 

sono tutti giusti. 

 

Più preziosi dell’oro,  

di molto oro fino, 

più dolci del miele  

e di un favo stillante. 

 

Dalla prima lettera di s 

an Paolo apostolo ai Corìnzi 1,22-25  

Fratelli, mentre i Giudei chiedono segni e i Greci cercano 

sapienza, noi invece annunciamo Cristo crocifisso: 

scandalo per i Giudei e stoltezza per i pagani; ma per 

coloro che sono chiamati, sia Giudei che Greci, Cristo è 

potenza di Dio e sapienza di Dio.  

Infatti ciò che è stoltezza di Dio è più sapiente degli 

uomini, e ciò che è debolezza di Dio è più forte degli 

uomini.  

Parola di Dio  

 

Canto al Vangelo Gv 3,16 

Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesù! 

Dio ha tanto amato il mondo da dare il Figlio unigenito; 

chiunque crede in lui ha la vita eterna. 

Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesù!  

 

+ Dal Vangelo secondo Giovanni 2,13-25  

Si avvicinava la Pasqua dei Giudei e Gesù salì a 

Gerusalemme. Trovò nel tempio gente che vendeva buoi, 

pecore e colombe e, là seduti, i cambiamonete. Allora 

fece una frusta di cordicelle e scacciò tutti fuori del 

tempio, con le pecore e i buoi; gettò a terra il denaro dei 

cambiamonete e ne rovesciò i banchi, e ai venditori di 

colombe disse: «Portate via di qui queste cose e non fate 

della casa del Padre mio un mercato!». I suoi discepoli si 

ricordarono che sta scritto: «Lo zelo per la tua casa mi 

divorerà».  

Allora i Giudei presero la parola e gli dissero: «Quale 

segno ci mostri per fare queste cose?». Rispose loro Gesù: 

«Distruggete questo tempio e in tre giorni lo farò 

risorgere». Gli dissero allora i Giudei: «Questo tempio è 

stato costruito in quarantasei anni e tu in tre giorni lo 

farai risorgere?». Ma egli parlava del tempio del suo 

corpo.  

Quando poi fu risuscitato dai morti, i suoi discepoli si 

ricordarono che aveva detto questo, e credettero alla 

Scrittura e alla parola detta da Gesù. 

Mentre era a Gerusalemme per la Pasqua, durante la 

festa, molti, vedendo i segni che egli compiva, credettero 

nel suo nome. Ma lui, Gesù, non si fidava di loro, perché 

conosceva tutti e non aveva bisogno che alcuno desse 

testimonianza sull’uomo. Egli infatti conosceva quello che 

c’è nell’uomo. 

Parola del Signore 

Una visita sul sito del Tempio nella 

Gerusalemme attuale dà un’idea 

della sacralità del luogo agli occhi 

del popolo ebreo. Ciò doveva essere 

ancora più sensibile quando il 

tempio era ancora intatto e vi si 

recavano, per le grandi feste, gli 

Ebrei della Palestina e del mondo 

intero.  

L’uso delle offerte al tempio dava la 

garanzia che la gente acquistasse solo quanto era 

permesso dalla legge. L’incidente riferito nel Vangelo di 

oggi dà l’impressione che all’interno del tempio stesso si 

potevano acquistare le offerte e anche altre cose.  

Come il salmista, Cristo è divorato dallo “zelo per la casa 

di Dio” (Sal 068,10). Quando gli Ebrei chiedono a Gesù 

in nome di quale autorità abbia agito, egli fa allusione 

alla risurrezione. All’epoca ciò dovette sembrare quasi 

blasfemo. Si trova in seguito questo commento: “Molti 

credettero nel suo nome. Gesù però non si confidava con 

loro, perché conosceva tutti”. Noi dobbiamo sempre 

provare il bisogno di fare penitenza, di conoscerci come 

Dio ci conosce.  

Il messaggio che la Chiesa ha predicato fin dall’inizio è 

quello di Gesù Cristo crocifisso e risorto. Tutte le funzioni 

della Quaresima tendono alla celebrazione del mistero 

pasquale. Che visione straordinaria dell’umanità vi si 

trova! Dio ha mandato suo Figlio perché il mondo fosse 

riconciliato con lui, per farci rinascere ad una nuova vita 

in lui. Eppure, a volte, noi accogliamo tutto ciò con 

eccessiva disinvoltura. Proprio come per i mercati del 

tempio, a volte la religione ha per noi un valore che ha 

poco a vedere con la gloria di Dio o la santità alla quale 

siamo chiamati.  

 

Dal libro dell’Èsodo 20, 1-3.7-8.12-17  

In quei giorni, Dio pronunciò tutte queste parole: «Io 

sono il Signore, tuo Dio, che ti ho fatto uscire dalla terra 

d’Egitto, dalla condizione servile:  

Non avrai altri dèi di fronte a me.  

Non pronuncerai invano il nome del Signore, tuo Dio, 

perché il Signore non lascia impunito chi pronuncia il suo 

nome invano. 

Ricòrdati del giorno del sabato per santificarlo. 

Onora tuo padre e tua madre, perché si prolunghino i 

tuoi giorni nel paese che il Signore, tuo Dio, ti dà. 

Non ucciderai. 

Non commetterai adulterio. 

Non ruberai. 

Non pronuncerai falsa testimonianza contro il tuo 

prossimo. 

Non desidererai la casa del tuo prossimo. Non 

desidererai la moglie del tuo prossimo, né il suo schiavo 

né la sua schiava, né il suo bue né il suo asino, né alcuna 

cosa che appartenga al tuo prossimo». 

Parola di Dio  

 

Salmo responsoriale Sal 18 

Signore, tu hai parole di vita eterna. 

 

La legge del Signore è perfetta, 

rinfranca l’anima; 

la testimonianza del Signore è stabile, 

rende saggio il semplice.  
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O N L I N E  R E S O U R C E S  

 
DAILY REFLECTIONS/MASS/INFORMATION 
 

 1. Lord's Prayer at midday for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic with His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher 
 https://www.facebook.com/anthonyfisherop/videos/2879218758821564/ 
 (less than one minute) 
 

 2. Coronavirus Updates https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/ 
  
 3. MASS ONLINE 
 

 At St Mary’s Cathedral 
 https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/ 
 

 at St Francis Xavier Lavender bay, Sydney at 8am everyday (except Sat)  
 http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand 
 

 At St Patrick’s, Church Hill  
 https://stpatschurchhill.org/ 
  
 From Melbourne 
 https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
 

 4. Vatican mass 
 https://shalomworld.org/specialevent/daily-mass 
 5pm with Pope Francis 
 10am previous day's mass 
 

 5. St Joseph Camperdown, near RPA, Sydney 
 www.stjosephscamperdown.org.au/live-streaming/ 
 or on their Facebook page  
 https://www.facebook.com/StJosephCamperdown/ 
  
 6. “Mass for You at Home” is broadcast on Channel 10 each Sunday from 6am.  
 (This is repeated during the week at different times on Aurora Channel on Foxtel. 
 

 7. Mass in Italian is broadcast each Sunday from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.  
 

 8. A spirituality for strange times 
 Brendan McManus SJ draws on the wisdom of St Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, to formulate his ten tips for dealing 
 with the Covid-19 crisis. With Jim Deeds he shares a down-to-earth approach to spirituality that follows the example of 
 Ignatius who urged his fellow companions and the people of his time to ‘find God in all things’ 
 https://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/  
 
 9. The Australian Council of Churches has invited Christians to join in prayer at 7.00pm each night (7.00pm is 1900 hours for 
 COVID-19). 
 
===================================================================================================== 
 

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER  

 

 Read the readings of the Sunday from the parish website or other online resources or from 

your Sunday Missal – make it a short liturgy of the word. Make up your own prayers of the 

Faithful – conclude with the Our Father and maybe other favourite prayers. 

 

 ·  Use different Websites/Apps for prayer: 

 Pray as you Go  - https://pray-as-you-go.org/  

 The God Minute - https://www.thegodminute.org/ 

 Sacred Space - https://www.sacredspace.ie/  

 Click to Pray - https://clicktopray.org/ 

 Jamberoo Abbey - https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/prayer 

https://pray-as-you-go.org/
https://www.thegodminute.org/
https://www.sacredspace.ie/
https://clicktopray.org/
https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/prayer

