Welcome to

: Fr Phillip Zadro

Christmas Mass Times
Christmas Eve: 5pm; 9pm;
Midnight
Christmas Day: 7:30am (Italian
Mass); 9.00am; 10:30am
Registration will be essential and
will be taken from Monday 7th
December.
Contact details for Registrations
will be provided next weekend.

On November 19th the ministers of the four Churches on
Dalhousie Street had a brief get-together. It was the first time
for quite few years that this has happened.
Matt Beckenham of Haberfield Baptist Church, Joy SteelePerkins of St Davids Uniting Church and Angus Courtney from
St Oswalds Anglican Church and Fr Phil shared a little on what
is happening in each community.
We agreed to meet regularly as a way of supporting one
another and, with Church members, to develop activities that
strengthen the Christian witness in our local community.

:
97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045
: 02 9798 6657
: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
: www.stjoanofarc.org.au
:
Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm

LIVING WITH LESS FEAR
In virtually every instance in scripture where
God appears within ordinary life, either through
an angel, a special phenomenon, or through
an appearance of the resurrected Christ, the
first words are invariably: “Do not be afraid!” The
soothing of fear, not its intensification, is the
normal criterion that the voice we are hearing is
coming from love.
With that in mind, I would like to offer ten
principles, all rooted in the person and
revelation of Jesus, that hopefully can be of
help in purifying our image of God so that our
faith might cast out fear rather than enkindle it.
What are the principles inviting us to live in less
fear?

- God’s insight and understanding surpass our
own.
- God’s compassion and forgiveness surpass our
own.
- God respects nature, our human make-up,
and our innate propensities.
- God is a blessing parent, not a threatened
one.
- God can handle our questions and doubts
and angers.
- God reads the heart and can tell the
difference between wound and malice.
- God gives us more than one chance, opening
another door every time we close one.
- God desires our salvation and the salvation of
our loved ones more than we do.
- God is the author of all that is good.
- God can, and does, descend into hell to help
us.
“There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts
out fear. For fear has to do with punishment,
and whoever fears has not been perfected in
love.” 1 John 4, 18
.
Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. He
can be contacted through his website, www.ronrolheiser.com. Follow
on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

Vinnies Christmas Appeal 2020
This year our Haberfield Conference of the St Vincent de Paul Society is seeking your
support once again for the annual Christmas Appeal.
Because we will be giving GIFTS OF FOOD VOUCHERS to those we are supporting this
Christmas we are asking for financial donations and NO DONATIONS OF FOOD.
FINANCIAL DONATIONS CAN BE MADE IN ENVELOPES WHICH ARE AVAILABLE AS
YOU LEAVE THE CHURCH or by ONLINE DONATION using the link shown here

https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/st
-joan-of-arc-haberfield-vinnies-christmas-appeal

If anyone would like to donate a gift to a child
who otherwise might miss out, we are sending gifts to
the Wilcannia Forbes region of N.S.W. The Vinnies
Regional office in that area tells us that there are parts of
the Region where there are still people struggling to
provide for their families and that toys for children aged
7-12 would be appreciated.
DONATION boxes will be in the church for wrapped and
labelled gifts for boys and girls. Gifts for younger
children will go to Sydney refuges where they are
needed throughout the year for birthdays too.
The ongoing support provided by parishioners of St Joan
of Arc Parish over the years has enabled the Conference
to carry on the tradition of St Vincent de Paul good works and is much valued.
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Update from Social Justice Group
Dear Parishioners,
We received correspondence (see below) from St Vincent de Paul acknowledging our contribution to their
petition calling on the State Government to provide more social housing.
We also received additional signatures which means the grand total from St Joan of Arc parish, families and friends was
114.
This letter was sent to us prior to the State Budget. As part of the 2020-202 Budget, the NSW Government announced $812
million to build or upgrade social housing and deliver jobs including apprenticeships and cadetships.

Year B

of the three-year cycle of readings is Mark's year. Yet we do not start from the opening paragraph of his
Gospel, which will be read next week: we start from the point where the penultimate week of the year will end, with the
announcement of Christ's return: “Then they will see the Son of man come on the clouds with great power and glory ”.
At first glance, this may seem strange and illogical. Instead, in the liturgy, there is an extreme subtlety in making the change
of tone: our attention, which in recent weeks was centered on judgment and on the end of the world, now shifts to the way
of welcoming Christ: not with fear but with impatience, just like a servant awaiting the return of his master (Mk 13:35).
As a preparation for Christmas, Advent must be a time of expectation in joy. St. Paul interprets our waiting period as a time
in which we must bear witness to Christ: "You are no longer lacking in any gift of grace, while you await the manifestation
of our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor 1,7).

Bags may still be returned this weekend 28 – 29 November to St Joan
of Arc church. You can also donate money to support this
important work at https://jss.org.au/westernsydney/.(as
Church is closed between Masses, please leave bags in bin that is
under carport behind presbytery (enter by house driveway)).

Jesuit Social Services is a social change organisation with a vision of building a just
society by advocating for social change and promoting the health and wellbeing of
disadvantaged young people, families and
communities.
The Ignite Food Store & Op Shop is a
program of Jesuit Social Services and works
with the Holy Family Parish at Emerton, Mt
Druitt and has been serving the needs of the
local people since 2007.
The Ignite Food Store provides low cost
healthy fresh food to support local people in
need and the Op Shop provides high quality,
low cost recycled clothing and other items.
Our food and clothing stores deliver practical
support to families and individuals in need. We
offer customers a low cost hamper of food, which we add to with limited free produce.
Through the Ignite Food Store and Op Shop we aim to build the capacity of local people
to meet day-to-day needs and, through work experience and volunteering, to reach their
potential by participating more fully in society

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Ignite Food Store and Op Shop
Open Monday to Friday from 8:00am-3:15pm (Food Store) and 9:00am–2.00pm (Op Shop)
252–254 Luxford Rd (PO Box 86) Emerton NSW 2770
Tel: (02) 9628 2288 | Fax: (02) 9628 0593 | Email: westernsydney@jss.org.au | Facebook
| Instagram
All other programs
11 Emert Pde (PO Box 86) Emerton NSW 2770
Tel: (02) 9628 2288 | Fax: (02) 9628 6139 | Email: westernsydney@jss.org.au

GO MAKE DISCIPLES- PRAYER
FOR RENEWAL CAMPAIGN
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will
be launching a new Archdiocesan
Mission Plan
on 12th December,
the Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe,
the Star of the New Evangelisation.
The new plan is aimed at renewing
our parishes as places of encounter
with the living Christ and centres of
evangelisation and outreach to our
community in love and mercy.
In the weeks and months ahead we
hope you will join us in an
Archdiocesan-wide prayer
campaign beginning on the
Feast of All Saints (1st November),
calling on the Holy Spirit, to prepare
the hearts of each of us and of all
our parishes and Eucharistic
communities to receive anew the
fire of God’s love and the desire to
be ever more faithful witnesses of
Jesus Christ.
Please join us by praying the
attached prayer together
• at the end of each Mass,
• in your prayer group, and
• in your homes.
For more information contact
Parish Renewal Team at the
Sydney Centre for Evangelisation,
Archdiocese of Sydney on
9390 5307 or
elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org
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WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday ………………………….5.00pm
Sunday ………………..9.00am & 6.00pm
69 persons in total (plus essential
people) are able to attend a mass
Registration for Saturday 5pm &
Sunday 9am by calling the
Marist Sisters 9799 2034 9.30am-3.30pm Monday-Friday only.
Please book for a month at a time to
lessen the number of phone calls
needed.
For Sunday 6pm—no booking needed
for now, but if number reaches 69 the
doors will be closed.
WEEKDAY MASSES
Wednesday, Thursday …….9.00am
Friday ……………………..….9.15am
 No registration needed
 Use courtyard side door
 Each person provides name and contact
details.
PLEASE WRITE NAME AND PHONE NUMBER
CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
 Use only front half of Church and pews
marked ‘SIT HERE’

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your
community safe by helping our health workers to notify you
quickly if you’ve come in contact with someone who has
Coronavirus.
With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a
secure note of other users you’ve been near if
you have to go out. So, if they test positive for
Coronavirus, you’ll be notified. It’ll help us stop
the spread sooner, so we can all get back to
the things we love.

CHECKING CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

You can check current COVID 19 restrictions
and their impact on sacraments such as
weddings, baptisms and funerals on
the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney website:
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirusfrequently-asked-questions/
or the NSW government website:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-canand-cant-do-under-rules regularly for any
changes that may happen.
Please check regularly, especially if you are to
celebrate a sacrament as restrictions can change
before the date.

The Parish COVID-19 Safety Plan is
available for your reference in the Sacristy.

RECONCILIATION

PLEASE NOTE:

Saturday 4.30pm—4.50pm

DUE TO COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS
we have been advised that -

(if attending Mass after Reconciliation remember
to register) If attending for Reconciliation, you
also need to leave your name and contact details
=====================================

Please fill up seating spaces from the
front of the church when you enter for
Mass as this helps with cleaning
===============================
National Coronavirus Helpline
1800 020 080 (operates 24/7)

Posters, signs (unless for
Safeguarding or Work Health &
Safety reasons), leaflets or
envelopes are not able to be
displayed or left in the church.

The noticeboards in the front foyer of
the church will be replaced with
boards that have a lockable cover as
laminated notices are allowable on a
noticeboard.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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ADORE
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
2020 booklets
PLEASE TAKE ONE
TO HELP with reflections
for each day of
advent & Christmas
GOLD COIN
DONATION
APPRECIATED
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
CHRISTMAS CARDS
$5 per packet 10

You can bring hope and joy
to the most vulnerable
when you give a Global Gift
this Christmas.
Support unbreakable spirits
everywhere.
Step 1
Choose a Global Gift Card:
* The Gift of Education
* The Gift of Food
* The Gift of Protection
Step 2
Receive a card to give to your loved one
Step 3
Your gift brings joy to those who need it

Order online at
2021 COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS
$10 each
are now available for purchase
at both side doors of the church and can be paid
for by putting money in the closest Wall Safe (St
Vincent de Paul and/or Altar Society)

www.globalgifts.org.au
or call
1800 024 413

End poverty
Promote justice
Uphold dignity

COVID-19 UPDATED REGULATIONS 4 August 2020
FACE MASKS
WEARING OF FACE MASKS WHEN IN CROWDED PLACES, INCLUDING PLACES OF WORSHIP, IS NOW
RECOMMENDED.
Because we remain together for over 30 minutes at Mass, please bring and wear a face mask when
coming to Mass. Remember that the primary precautions are still hand sanitising and distancing.
HAND SANITISING PLEASE USE THE HAND SANITISER THAT IS AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH DOOR.
DISTANCING PLEASE STAY 1.5 metres FROM THE NEXT PERSON AT ALL TIMES. That means all around
you, not just side to side. This applies when at your place in a pew or when processing to receive Holy
Communion. The only people who can sit closer than 1.5 m are people from the same household. That
DOES NOT include family members who live elsewhere!
ALSO—PLEASE DO NOT CONGREGATE BEFORE OR AFTER MASS ANYWHERE INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE
CHURCH. If you need to speak to someone call them by phone when you get home.
ARE YOU FEELING UNWELL?
You will be asked this question when you prepare to enter the Church.
If you are feeling unwell you will be told that you need to return home. Please do so.
If you are, in fact, unwell, please stay home in the first place and contact your GP.
REMINDER.
If you are 70 years of age or older, it is recommended that you stay at home.
DISPENSATION FROM THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMAINS IN FORCE TILL FURTHER NOTICE.
———————————————-

COVID-19 REGOLAMENTO AGGIORNATO – 4 AGOSTO 2020
MASCHERE
INDOSSATE LE MASCHERE QUANDO VI TROVATE IN LUOGHI AFFOLLATI, COMPRESI I LUOGHI DI
ADORAZIONE.
Poiché restiamo insieme per oltre 30 minuti alla Messa, per favore, portate e indossate una maschera
quando venite alla Messa.
Ricordate che le precauzioni principali continuano ad essere sanificazione delle mani e distanziamento
tra le persone.
SANIFICAZIONE DELLE MANI
SIETE PREGATI DI UTILIZZARE IL SANIFICANTE DISPONIBILE AL ENTRATA DELLA CHIESA.
DISTANZA
MANTENETE 1.5m di distanza fra tutte le persone IN QUALSIASI MOMENTO.
Ciò significa in tutte le direzioni intorno a voi, non solo da un lato all'altro. Questo vale quando
siete al vostro posto in un banco o quando vi mettete in fila per ricevere la Santa Comunione.
Solo le persone della stessa famiglia possono sedersi più vicino di 1,5 m. Ciò NON INCLUDE i
familiari che vivono altrove!
PER FAVORE, NON CONGREGARE PRIMA O DOPO LA MESSA NÉ DALL'INTERNO NÉ ALL'ESTERNO
DELLA CHIESA.
Se avete bisogno di parlare con qualcuno, chiamateli al telefono quando ritornate a casa.
STATE BENE O MALE?
Vi verrà posta questa domanda quando vi preparate ad entrare nella Chiesa.
Se non vi sentite bene sarete avvisati di tornare a casa. Per favore fatelo.
Se, in fatti, non vi sentite bene, vi preghiamo di rimanere a casa e contattare il vostro medico di
famiglia.
PROMEMORIA. Se siete di 70 anni o di più, siete consigliati di rimanere a casa.
DURANTE QUESTO PERIODO, SIETE DISPENSATI DALL’OBBLIGO DI PARTECIPARE ALLA MESSA
DOMENICALE

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 63:16-17; 64:1,3-8
You, Lord, yourself are our Father,
Our Redeemer is your ancient name.
Why, Lord, leave us to stray from your ways
and harden our hearts against fearing you?
Return, for the sake of your servants,
the tribes of your inheritance.
Oh, that you would tear the heavens open and come down
- at your Presence the mountains would melt.
No ear has heard,
no eye has seen
any god but you act like this
for those who trust him.
You guide those who act with integrity
and keep your ways in mind.
You were angry when we were sinners;
we had long been rebels against you.
We were all like men unclean,
all that integrity of ours is like filthy clothing.
We have all withered like leaves
and our sins blew us away like the wind.
No one invoked your name
or roused himself to catch hold of you.
For you hid your face from us
and gave us up to the power of our sins.
And yet, Lord, you are our Father;
we the clay, you the potter,
we are all the work of your hand.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 79:2-3, 15-16, 18-19
R. Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face
and we shall be saved.
O shepherd of Israel, hear us,
shine forth from your cherubim throne.
O Lord, rouse up your might,
O Lord, come to our help. R.
God of hosts, turn again, we implore,
look down from heaven and see,
Visit this vine and protect it,
the vine your right hand has planted. R.

May your hand be on the man you have chosen,
the man you have given your strength.
And we shall never forsake you again:
give us life that we may call upon your name. R.
A reading from the first letter of
St Paul to the Corinthians 1:3-9
May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you
grace and peace.
I never stop thanking God for all the graces you have
received through Jesus Christ. I thank him that you have
been enriched in so many ways, especially in your teachers
and preachers; the witness to Christ has indeed been

strong among you so that you will not be without any of the
gifts of the Spirit while you are waiting for our Lord Jesus
Christ to be revealed; and he will keep you steady and
without blame until the last day, the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ, because God by calling you has joined you to his Son,
Jesus Christ; and God is faithful.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation Ps 84:8
Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love,
and grant us your salvation.
Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Mark 13:33-37
Jesus said to his disciples: 'Be on your guard, stay awake,
because you never know when the
time will come. It is like a man
travelling abroad: he has gone from
home, and left his servants in
charge, each with his own task; and
he has told the doorkeeper to stay
awake. So stay awake, because you
do not know when the master of the
house is coming, evening, midnight,
cockcrow, dawn; if he comes
unexpectedly, he must not find you
asleep. And what I say to you I say to
all: Stay awake!'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

© Liturgia Liturgy Brisbane 2020
LOURDES DAY MASS FOR THE SICK AT
ST MARY’S CATHEDRAL
Date: Saturday 5 December,
Time: 10am
Celebrant: Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP
Those attending this Mass, hosted by the Order
of Malta, will be blessed with Holy Water from the
Grotto of Lourdes in France.
Attendance at the Mass is limited to 300 people.
It will also be livestreamed via the St Mary’s
Cathedral You Tube channel at this address:

https://bit.ly/3fxlbGf

ROSTER for NEXT week: Second Sunday in Advent
Scripture Readings:
First Reading:
Isaiah
Second Reading: 2 Peter
Gospel:
Mark

40:1-5, 9-11
3:8-14
1:1-8

Saturday 5pm Mass:
Reader:
Sr Helen Clarke
Computer: Greg Hill
Cantor :
Paul O,Connell
Cleaning: Enrica Bova
Sunday 9.00am Mass:
Reader:
Margaret Cassidy
Computer: Harry Albani
Cantor:
Dominque Marturia / Chris Molloy
Cleaning: Rhonda Albani
Sunday 6.00pm Mass:
Reader:
Julianne Greenfield
Computer: TBA
Cantor:
TBA
Cleaning: Julianne Greenfield

Monday 30th November
St Andrew
Thursday 3rd December
St Francis Xavier

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Recently Deceased: Giovanna Di Donato, Giuseppe Biviano,
Salvatore Marino, Domenica Musumeci, Gianna Fradel, Michele
Civitella, Lucia Terranova, Pietro Petruzzella, Teresa Manno, Filippo
Mediati, Pietrina Gorga, Carmela Girgenti, Vincenza Chessari,
Carmela Catania, Rita Martin, Lucia Pedavoli, Franca Romano,
Antonio Sulfaro, Concetta Nolimaio, Carmelo Abbate,
Rest in Peace:
John Carey, Robert Beel, Giovanni Papa,
Francesca & Antonio Vidili, Carmela Di Bartolo, Mary Attard, Pietro
Petruzzella, Maria Scappin, Connie Maling, Carmela Cutrufello,
Valentina Mannino, Giuseppe D’Agostino, Concettina Di Bello, John
Carey, Giovanni Tama, Franca Romano, Antonio Cardillo, Dominic &
Catherine Sidoti, Mark Ingham, Madge Dorman, Emma Power,
Maria Gullo, Antonio Di Gori, Andreana Marchese, Joe Scardilli,
Domenico Nicita, Concetta Cardillo, Marco Monaco, Pietro Banno,
Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The,
Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya
Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in
Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community:
Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria
Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos,
Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre,
Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci,
Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

Reflection
“So stay awake,
because you do not know when the master of the house is coming.”
A 2010 novel by Emma Donoghue has the brief title of Room. It tells
the story of a mother who is imprisoned in a garden shed together
with her young son, Jack. The boy has always lived in the shed and
has experienced the outside world through a small skylight and on a
TV screen. When his mother tells him that there is a whole wonderful
world outside the shed he does not believe her. He feels safe in the
confined space of the room and is afraid of change. But finally the
boy escapes and discovers the beauty and immensity of this larger
world.
What is the point of this image which the novel gives us? It is a way
of helping us to understand Advent, which is about the coming of
Christ. The problem is that Advent is often imprisoned in the world of
shopping and the commercial build-up to Christmas. Recorded
carols and office parties anticipate the feast but do not provide any
room to prepare for the real significance of the coming of Mary’s boy
child in Bethlehem. So each year on the first Sunday of Advent the
Church calls us out of the narrow protected world where we are
reluctant to change into the wider world of God’s coming.
Today the coming of the Christ child at Christmas is set against the
context of the final coming. We take up the theme of last Sunday,
where we encountered Christ as the majestic king enthroned in
heaven, passing a last judgement on his creation. Today we are
reminded that the child in the manger will not be just another
Christmas baby but the Word made flesh. He is the Son of God,
creator of the world, who has humbled himself to be human. And he
is the Son of Man who will come in glory on the clouds of heaven to
call the whole of his creation to account. We miss the significance of
all that because we prefer to slumber. Like Israel before us, we
prefer to stay in our comfort zone, live with our sins, and hope that
God will get off our backs and go away. It is at this point that we hear
the voice of Isaiah, the great prophet of Advent.
In Advent we relive the prophecies of the Old Testament as they
point forward to the coming of the Messiah. Isaiah is the most
eloquent of these voices. He tells us that the worst possible thing for
us is for God to leave us alone. When we are left alone we wander
around lost and our hearts harden. We are withered like autumn
leaves blown away by the wind. Isaiah turns to God and begs, “Oh,
that you would tear the heavens open and come down”, asking God
to break into our boxed-in world, which is closed in on itself and
needs not just consumer satisfaction but the transcendent mystery of
a cosmic God who enters into God’s own creation and takes the
form of a baby.
So how can we prepare for the coming of Christ at Christmas? First,
by placing him in the perspective of his final coming as judge and
savior. But second, by being alert. Being alert like the servant in
today’s Gospel who waits for his master tor return, not knowing at
what time he will come.
And yet being alert also means that we must be ready for the risen
Christ to come to us now. St Paul tells us in the second reading that
we have already been blessed by Christ. Christ strengthens us so
that, “you will not be without any of the gifts of the Spirit while you
are waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed”. The Spirit
makes Christ present in the sacraments, comes to free us and helps
us to recognize the sins that blind us to the demands of God’s justice
in our lives. Advent is a good time for confession, so we are ready to
greet Jesus at Christmas. As Christ comes to us in this Mass
through his word and through his real presence in his body and
blood we ask him to make us ready for his coming at Christmas. And
as we celebrate these days of Advent we pray for the courage to
change, to give God more room in our lives and be alert to God’s
presence so that we may obey the Lord’s command to stay awake
as we await his coming.
The Living Word

L’anno B del ciclo triennale delle
letture è l’anno di Marco. Eppure
non si comincia dal paragrafo
iniziale del suo Vangelo, che sarà
oggetto di lettura nella settimana
prossima: si parte dal punto in cui
terminerà la penultima settimana
dell’anno, con l’annuncio del
ritorno di Cristo: “Allora vedranno
il Figlio dell’uomo venire sulle nubi
con grande potenza e gloria”.
A prima vista, ciò può sembrare strano ed illogico.
Invece, nella liturgia, c’è un’estrema sottigliezza
nell’effettuare il cambiamento di tono: la nostra
attenzione, che nelle ultime settimane era centrata sul
giudizio e sulla fine del mondo, si sposta ora sul modo di
accogliere Cristo: non con paura, ma con impazienza,
proprio come un servo che attende il ritorno del padrone
(Mc 13,35).
In quanto preparazione al Natale, l’Avvento deve essere
un tempo di attesa nella gioia. San Paolo interpreta il
nostro periodo d’attesa come un tempo in cui dobbiamo
testimoniare Cristo: “Nessun dono di grazia più vi
manca, mentre aspettate la manifestazione del Signore
nostro Gesù Cristo” (1Cor 1,7).
Dal libro del profeta Isaìa 63,16-17.19; 64,2-7
Tu, Signore, sei nostro padre,
da sempre ti chiami nostro redentore.
Perché, Signore, ci lasci vagare lontano dalle tue vie
e lasci indurire il nostro cuore, cosi che non ti tema?
Ritorna per amore dei tuoi servi,
per amore delle tribù, tua eredità.
Se tu squarciassi i cieli e scendessi!
Davanti a te sussulterebbero i monti.
Quando tu compivi cose terribili che non attendevamo,
tu scendesti e davanti a te sussultarono i monti.
Mai si udì parlare da tempi lontani,
orecchio non ha sentito,
occhio non ha visto
che un Dio, fuori di te,
abbia fatto tanto per chi confida in lui.
Tu vai incontro a quelli che praticano con gioia la
giustizia
e si ricordano delle tue vie.
Ecco, tu sei adirato perché abbiamo peccato
contro di te da lungo tempo e siamo stati ribelli.
Siamo divenuti tutti come una cosa impura,
e come panno immondo sono tutti i nostri atti di
giustizia;
tutti siamo avvizziti come foglie,
le nostre iniquità ci hanno portato via come il vento.
Nessuno invocava il tuo nome,
nessuno si risvegliava per stringersi a te;
perché tu avevi nascosto da noi il tuo volto,
ci avevi messo in balìa della nostra iniquità.
Ma, Signore, tu sei nostro padre;
noi siamo argilla e tu colui che ci plasma,
tutti noi siamo opera delle tue mani.
Parola di Dio

Salmo responsoriale Sal 79
Signore, fa’ splendere il tuo volto e noi saremo salvi.
Tu, pastore d’Israele, ascolta,
seduto sui cherubini, risplendi.
Risveglia la tua potenza
e vieni a salvarci.
Dio degli eserciti, ritorna!
Guarda dal cielo e vedi
e visita questa vigna,
proteggi quello che la tua destra ha piantato,
il figlio dell’uomo che per te hai reso forte.
Sia la tua mano sull’uomo della tua destra,
sul figlio dell’uomo che per te hai reso forte.
Da te mai più ci allontaneremo,
facci rivivere e noi invocheremo il tuo nome.
Dalla prima lettera di
san Paolo apostolo ai Corìnzi 1,3-9
Fratelli, grazia a voi e pace da Dio Padre nostro e dal
Signore Gesù Cristo!
Rendo grazie continuamente al mio Dio per voi, a
motivo della grazia di Dio che vi è stata data in Cristo
Gesù, perché in lui siete stati arricchiti di tutti i doni,
quelli della parola e quelli della conoscenza.
La testimonianza di Cristo si è stabilita tra voi così
saldamente che non manca più alcun carisma a voi, che
aspettate la manifestazione del Signore nostro Gesù
Cristo. Egli vi renderà saldi sino alla fine, irreprensibili nel
giorno del Signore nostro Gesù Cristo. Degno di fede è
Dio, dal quale siete stati chiamati alla comunione con il
Figlio suo Gesù Cristo, Signore nostro!
Parola di Dio
Canto al Vangelo Sal 84,8
Alleluia, alleluia.
Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia
e donaci la tua salvezza.
Alleluia.
+ Dal Vangelo secondo Marco 13,33-37
In quel tempo, Gesù disse ai suoi discepoli:
«Fate attenzione, vegliate, perché non sapete quando è il
momento. È come un uomo, che è partito dopo aver
lasciato la propria casa e dato il potere ai suoi servi, a
ciascuno il suo compito, e ha ordinato al portiere di
vegliare.
Vegliate dunque: voi non sapete quando il padrone di
casa ritornerà, se alla sera o a mezzanotte o al canto del
gallo o al mattino; fate in modo che, giungendo
all’improvviso, non vi trovi addormentati.
Quello che dico a voi, lo dico a tutti: vegliate!».
Parola del Signore
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ONLINE RESOURCES
DAILY REFLECTIONS/MASS/INFORMATION
1. Lord's Prayer at midday for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic with His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher
https://www.facebook.com/anthonyfisherop/videos/2879218758821564/
(less than one minute)
2. Coronavirus Updates https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/
3. MASS ONLINE
At St Mary’s Cathedral
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/
at St Francis Xavier Lavender bay, Sydney at 8am everyday (except Sat)
http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand

At St Patrick’s, Church Hill
https://stpatschurchhill.org/
From Melbourne
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
4. Vatican mass
https://shalomworld.org/specialevent/daily-mass
5pm with Pope Francis
10am previous day's mass
5. St Joseph Camperdown, near RPA, Sydney
www.stjosephscamperdown.org.au/live-streaming/
or on their Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/StJosephCamperdown/

6. “Mass for You at Home” is broadcast on Channel 10 each Sunday from 6am.
(This is repeated during the week at different times on Aurora Channel on Foxtel.
7. Mass in Italian is broadcast each Sunday from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.
8. A spirituality for strange times
Brendan McManus SJ draws on the wisdom of St Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, to formulate his ten tips for dealing
with the Covid-19 crisis. With Jim Deeds he shares a down-to-earth approach to spirituality that follows the example of
Ignatius who urged his fellow companions and the people of his time to ‘find God in all things’
https://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/
9. The Australian Council of Churches has invited Christians to join in prayer at 7.00pm each night (7.00pm is 1900 hours for
COVID-19).
=====================================================================================================

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER
Read the readings of the Sunday from the parish website or other online resources or from
your Sunday Missal – make it a short liturgy of the word. Make up your own prayers of the
Faithful – conclude with the Our Father and maybe other favourite prayers.
· Use different Websites/Apps for prayer:
Pray as you Go - https://pray-as-you-go.org/
The God Minute - https://www.thegodminute.org/
Sacred Space - https://www.sacredspace.ie/
Click to Pray - https://clicktopray.org/
Jamberoo Abbey - https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/prayer

