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:
Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm

SECRETS TO HAPPINESS
Some years ago, in an interview, Pope Francis gave some
“tips for bringing greater joy to one’s life”. The Pope’s
commentary on each point was rather lengthy, and I will
risk synthesizing his central point in my own words.
1. Proceed calmly.
Move with kindness, humility, and calm. These are the
antithesis of anxiety and distress. Calm never causes high
blood pressure. We need to make conscious efforts to
never let the moment cause panic and excessive hurry.
Rather be late than stressed.
During the week the ministers of the four Churches on
Dalhousie Street had a brief get-together. It was the first time
for quite few years that this has happened.
Matt Beckenham of Haberfield Baptist Church, Joy SteelePerkins of St Davids Uniting Church and Angus Courtney from
St Oswalds Anglican Church and Fr Phil shared a little on what
is happening in each community.
It was agreed to meet regularly as a way of supporting one
another and, with Church members, to develop activities that
strengthen the Christian witness in our local community.
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2. Respect and take care of nature.
The air we breathe out is the air we will re-inhale. This is
true spiritually, psychologically, and ecologically. We
can’t be whole and happy when Mother Earth is being
stripped of her wholeness. Christ came to save the world,
not just the people in the world. Our salvation, like our
happiness, is tied to the way we treat the earth. It is
immoral to slap another person in the face and so it is
immoral too to throw our garbage into the face of
Mother Earth.
3. Stop being negative.
Needing to talk badly about others indicates low selfesteem. Negative thoughts feed unhappiness and a bad
self-image. Positive thoughts feed happiness and healthy
self-esteem.
4. Respect others’ beliefs.
What we cherish and put our faith into grows “by
attraction, not by proselytizing.” Beauty is the one thing
that no one can argue with. Cherish your values, but
always act towards others with graciousness, charity, and
respect.
5. Work for peace.
Peace is more than the absence of war and working for
peace means more than not causing disharmony. Peace,
like war, must be waged actively by working for justice,
equality, and an ever wider inclusivity in terms of what
makes up our family. Waging peace is the perennial
struggle to stretch hearts, our own and others, to accept
that in God’s house there are many rooms and that all
faiths, not least our own, are meant to be a house of
prayer for all peoples.
Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. He
can be contacted through his website, www.ronrolheiser.com. Follow
on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

This weekend (21/22 November) we welcome Claire
Thomas who will be speaking about the programs run
by the Jesuit Social Services in the Western
Sydney Program for the Willmot and Emerton
community.

This weekend we are distributing bags for
donations of non-perishable food and other
personal care products for the JSS Ignite Food Store & Op Shop at
the Holy Family Parish at Emerton, Mt Druitt. They rely on the
support of donations to give ongoing value for money food hampers
for families in need.
Please return the bags next weekend 28 – 29 November to St Joan
of Arc church. You can also donate money to support this important
work at https://jss.org.au/westernsydney/.
Jesuit Social Services is a social change organisation with a vision of building a just
society by advocating for social change and promoting the health and wellbeing of
disadvantaged young people, families and communities.
The Ignite Food Store & Op Shop is a
program of Jesuit Social Services and works
with the Holy Family Parish at Emerton, Mt
Druitt and has been serving the needs of the
local people since 2007.
The Ignite Food Store provides low cost
healthy fresh food to support local people in
need and the Op Shop provides high quality,
low cost recycled clothing and other items.

Our food and clothing stores deliver practical
support to families and individuals in need. We
offer customers a low cost hamper of food,
which we add to with limited free produce.
Through the Ignite Food Store and Op Shop we aim to build the capacity of local people
to meet day-to-day needs and, through work experience and volunteering, to reach their
potential by participating more fully in society
FOR MORE INFORMATION
Ignite Food Store and Op Shop
Open Monday to Friday from 8:00am-3:15pm (Food Store) and 9:00am–2.00pm (Op Shop)
252–254 Luxford Rd (PO Box 86) Emerton NSW 2770
Tel: (02) 9628 2288 | Fax: (02) 9628 0593 | Email: westernsydney@jss.org.au | Facebook
| Instagram
All other programs

11 Emert Pde (PO Box 86) Emerton NSW 2770
Tel: (02) 9628 2288 | Fax: (02) 9628 6139 | Email: westernsydney@jss.org.au

Vinnies Christmas Appeal 2020

This year our Haberfield Conference of the St Vincent de Paul Society is seeking your
support once again for the annual Christmas Appeal.
Because we will be giving GIFTS OF FOOD VOUCHERS to those we are supporting this
Christmas we are asking for financial donations and NO DONATIONS OF FOOD.
FINANCIAL DONATIONS CAN BE MADE IN ENVELOPES WHICH ARE TO BE FOUND IN
THE FRONT ENTRANCE AREA OF THE CHURCH or by
ONLINE DONATION using the link shown here

https://my.fundraise.vinniesnsw.org.au/fundraise-your-way/st
-joan-of-arc-haberfield-vinnies-christmas-appeal

If anyone would like to donate a gift to a child

who otherwise might
miss out, we are sending gifts to the Wilcannia Forbes region of N.S.W.
The Vinnies Regional office in that area tells us that there are parts of the Region
where there are still people struggling to provide for their families and that toys for
children aged 7-12 would be appreciated.
DONATION boxes will be out over the next two
weekends for wrapped and labelled gifts for boys
and girls. Gifts for younger children will go to Sydney
refuges where they are needed throughout the year
for birthdays too.
The ongoing support provided by parishioners of St
Joan of Arc Parish over the years has enabled the
Conference to carry on the tradition of St Vincent de
Paul good works and is much valued.

The Rainbow Serpent came out of the
Dreamtime to create this land. It is
represented by the snake and it forms
the shape of Australia, which
symbolises how it created our lands.
The colour from the Rainbow Serpent is
reflected on to the figure to display our
connection to the Rainbow Serpent,
thus our connection to country. The
overlapping colours on the outside is
the Dreamtime. The figure inside the
shape of Australia is a representation of
Indigenous Australians showing that this
country - since the dawn of time always was, and always will be
Aboriginal land.
Artwork: Shape of Land by Tyrown

Waiganafacebook.com/
NAIDOC@naidocweek

The Reconciliation Church
Prayer
God of all creation,
as we journey together in this
Great Southern Land,
We pray for healing, forgiveness, and unity,
Creating a path of goodwill, with justice and compassion.
Jesus through the power of your love,
you have given us the courage, wisdom and strength
To share our gifts and talents in humility.
In peace and understanding we reconcile with each other.
Great spirit, we come together in prayer and thanksgiving
For the many blessings we have received.
Allow your spirit to was over us and give us strength,
to walk together as one.
This prayer was written by a small group of Aboriginal Elder women and
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry staff in 2014.

naidoc.org.au

#NAIDOC2020
#AlwaysWasAlwaysWillBe

GO MAKE DISCIPLES - PRAYER
FOR RENEWAL CAMPAIGN
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will
be launching a new Archdiocesan
Mission Plan
on 12th December,
the Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe,
the Star of the New Evangelisation.
The new plan is aimed at renewing
our parishes as places of encounter
with the living Christ and centres of
evangelisation and outreach to our
community in love and mercy.
In the weeks and months ahead we
hope you will join us in an
Archdiocesan-wide prayer
campaign beginning on the
Feast of All Saints (1st November),
calling on the Holy Spirit, to prepare
the hearts of each of us and of all
our parishes and Eucharistic
communities to receive anew the
fire of God’s love and the desire to
be ever more faithful witnesses of
Jesus Christ.
Please join us by praying the
attached prayer together
• at the end of each Mass,
• in your prayer group, and
• in your homes.
For more information contact
Parish Renewal Team at the
Sydney Centre for Evangelisation,
Archdiocese of Sydney on
9390 5307 or
elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org
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WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday ………………………….5.00pm
Sunday ………………..9.00am & 6.00pm
69 persons in total (plus essential
people) are able to attend a mass

Registration for Saturday 5pm &
Sunday 9am by calling the
Marist Sisters 9799 2034 9.30am-3.30pm Monday-Friday only.
Please book for a month at a time to
lessen the number of phone calls
needed.
For Sunday 6pm—no booking needed
for now, but if number reaches 69 the
doors will be closed.
WEEKDAY MASSES
Wednesday, Thursday …….9.00am
Friday ……………………..….9.15am
• No registration needed
• Use courtyard side door
• Each person provides name and contact
details.
PLEASE WRITE NAME AND PHONE NUMBER
CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
• Use only front half of Church and pews
marked ‘SIT HERE’

RECONCILIATION

Saturday 4.30pm—4.50pm
(if attending Mass after Reconciliation remember
to register) If attending for Reconciliation, you
also need to leave your name and contact details
=====================================

Please fill up seating spaces from the
front of the church when you enter for
Mass as this helps with cleaning
===============================
National Coronavirus Helpline
1800 020 080 (operates 24/7)

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your
community safe by helping our health workers to notify you
quickly if you’ve come in contact with someone who has
Coronavirus.
With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a
secure note of other users you’ve been near if
you have to go out. So, if they test positive for
Coronavirus, you’ll be notified. It’ll help us stop
the spread sooner, so we can all get back to
the things we love.

CHECKING CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

You can check current COVID 19 restrictions
and their impact on sacraments such as
weddings, baptisms and funerals on
the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney website:
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirusfrequently-asked-questions/
or the NSW government website:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-canand-cant-do-under-rules regularly for any
changes that may happen.
Please check regularly, especially if you are to
celebrate a sacrament as restrictions can change
before the date.

SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING
22 November 2020
Our Church marks the Feast of Christ the King
this Sunday, also called the Solemnity of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe, on the
last Sunday of the Liturgical Year, a week
before we enter Advent.
This Feast was established by Pope Pius XI in
1925 with his encyclical Quas primas,
to
respond to a world that was rejecting Christ and
was being dominated by secularism.
To help mark this special feast, you will find
prayer resources on the Archdiocese of Sydney
website:

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/
christ-reigns-the-feast-of-christthe-king/

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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ADORE
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
2020 booklets
PLEASE TAKE ONE
TO HELP with reflections
for each day of
advent & Christmas
GOLD COIN DONATION
APPRECIATED
SUNDAY MASSES—REGISTERING TO ATTEND
There has been no change to the rules about distancing (4 sq m
per person/1.5m apart) which means that our strict capacity is 69
in the body of the Church. With households being able to sit
together it is possible to admit more than that limit but the spacing
must be observed for everyone else.
Registration is still necessary for attendance at 5.00pm Mass
on Saturday and 9.00am Mass on Sunday—See pg 3 for details
We have been flexible when registrations have been low and
there has been space to admit others, but if doing that fills the
Church, the doors will be closed as we won’t be able to admit
any more.
Also, if someone has registered and can’t come, could they
please let the sisters know so that space can be made available to
others. If you have registered and know you are going to be
late, please don‘t come, there may not be room

ST VINCENT DE PAUL
CHRISTMAS CARDS
$5 per packet 10

2021 COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS
$10 each
are now available for purchase at both side
doors of the church and can be paid for by
putting money in the closest Wall Safe (St
Vincent de Paul and/or Altar Society)

Our Catholic newspaper

is now available for parishioners to take home
free or for a gold coin donation.
This newspaper provides you with the opportunity to
learn more about what is happening locally, in other
regions or states and overseas in the Catholic
Church.

Please have a look! Take one home

Come join us for Toddler Tales at

St Joan of Arc
Catholic Primary School
Haberfield

Want to get your pre-schooler more familiar with a
school environment and get to know our school
community for yourself?
Then why not come to St Joan of Arc for
‘Toddler Tales’ on
Tuesdays!
It’s free! It’s fun and it’s run by our Family Educator!
What is it? A
time for your
child to listen
to a tender
tale and do
some craft
related to the
book’s
theme.
Parents have
a coffee and
children can
also have some morning tea.
Why do it? The children learn to listen, socialize,
share and have fun! When it comes to start school
they already have friends and are familiar with the
school.
When? Tuesdays 9-10 am
Where? 88 Dalhousie Street Haberfield
Sign in at the Office and come down the stairs to
the Drama Room.
If interested please initially email the Family
Educator on
anne.gray@syd.catholic.edu.au
Pre School Groups also welcome!

COVID-19 UPDATED REGULATIONS 4 August 2020
FACE MASKS
WEARING OF FACE MASKS WHEN IN CROWDED PLACES, INCLUDING PLACES OF WORSHIP, IS NOW
RECOMMENDED.
Because we remain together for over 30 minutes at Mass, please bring and wear a face mask when
coming to Mass. Remember that the primary precautions are still hand sanitising and distancing.
HAND SANITISING PLEASE USE THE HAND SANITISER THAT IS AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH DOOR.
DISTANCING PLEASE STAY 1.5 metres FROM THE NEXT PERSON AT ALL TIMES. That means all around
you, not just side to side. This applies when at your place in a pew or when processing to receive Holy
Communion. The only people who can sit closer than 1.5 m are people from the same household. That
DOES NOT include family members who live elsewhere!
ALSO—PLEASE DO NOT CONGREGATE BEFORE OR AFTER MASS ANYWHERE INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE
CHURCH. If you need to speak to someone call them by phone when you get home.
ARE YOU FEELING UNWELL?
You will be asked this question when you prepare to enter the Church.
If you are feeling unwell you will be told that you need to return home. Please do so.
If you are, in fact, unwell, please stay home in the first place and contact your GP.
REMINDER.
If you are 70 years of age or older, it is recommended that you stay at home.
DISPENSATION FROM THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMAINS IN FORCE TILL FURTHER NOTICE.
———————————————-

COVID-19 REGOLAMENTO AGGIORNATO – 4 AGOSTO 2020
MASCHERE
INDOSSATE LE MASCHERE QUANDO VI TROVATE IN LUOGHI AFFOLLATI, COMPRESI I LUOGHI DI
ADORAZIONE.
Poiché restiamo insieme per oltre 30 minuti alla Messa, per favore, portate e indossate una maschera
quando venite alla Messa.
Ricordate che le precauzioni principali continuano ad essere sanificazione delle mani e distanziamento
tra le persone.

SANIFICAZIONE DELLE MANI
SIETE PREGATI DI UTILIZZARE IL SANIFICANTE DISPONIBILE AL ENTRATA DELLA CHIESA.
DISTANZA
MANTENETE 1.5m di distanza fra tutte le persone IN QUALSIASI MOMENTO.
Ciò significa in tutte le direzioni intorno a voi, non solo da un lato all'altro. Questo vale quando
siete al vostro posto in un banco o quando vi mettete in fila per ricevere la Santa Comunione.
Solo le persone della stessa famiglia possono sedersi più vicino di 1,5 m. Ciò NON INCLUDE i
familiari che vivono altrove!
PER FAVORE, NON CONGREGARE PRIMA O DOPO LA MESSA NÉ DALL'INTERNO NÉ ALL'ESTERNO
DELLA CHIESA.
Se avete bisogno di parlare con qualcuno, chiamateli al telefono quando ritornate a casa.
STATE BENE O MALE?
Vi verrà posta questa domanda quando vi preparate ad entrare nella Chiesa.
Se non vi sentite bene sarete avvisati di tornare a casa. Per favore fatelo.
Se, in fatti, non vi sentite bene, vi preghiamo di rimanere a casa e contattare il vostro medico di
famiglia.
PROMEMORIA. Se siete di 70 anni o di più, siete consigliati di rimanere a casa.
DURANTE QUESTO PERIODO, SIETE DISPENSATI DALL’OBBLIGO DI PARTECIPARE ALLA MESSA
DOMENICALE

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17
The Lord says this: I am going to look after my flock myself
and keep all of it in view. As a shepherd keeps all his flock
in view when he stands up in the middle of his scattered
sheep, so shall I keep my sheep in view. I shall rescue
them from wherever they have been scattered during the
mist and darkness. I myself will pasture my sheep, I myself
will show them where to rest - it is the Lord who speaks. I
shall look for the lost one, bring back the stray, bandage
the wounded and make the weak strong. I shall watch
over the fat and healthy. I shall be a true shepherd to
them.
As for you, my sheep, the Lord says this: I will judge
between sheep and sheep, between rams and he-goats.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 22:1-3, 5-6
R. The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
The Lord is my shepherd;
there is nothing I shall want.
Fresh and green are the pastures
where he gives me repose. R.
Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit.
He guides me along the right path;
he is true to his name. R.
You have prepared a banquet for me
in the sight of my foes.
My head you have anointed with oil;
my cup is overflowing. R.
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me
all the days of my life.
In the Lord's own house shall I dwell
for ever and ever. R.
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the
Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
Christ has been raised from the dead, the first-fruits of all
who have fallen asleep. Death came through one man and
in the same way the resurrection of the dead has come
through one man. Just as all men die in Adam, so all men
will be brought to life in Christ; but all of them in the
proper order: Christ as the first-fruits and then, after the
coming of Christ, those who belong to him. After that will
come the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God
the Father, having done away with every sovereignty,
authority and power. For he must be king until he has put
all his enemies under his feet and the last of the enemies
to be destroyed is death. And when everything is

subjected to him, then the Son himself will be subject in his
turn to the One who subjected all things to him, so that
God may be all in all.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation Mark 11:9, 10
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessings on him who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our father David!
Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus said to his disciples: 'When the Son of Man comes in
his glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his
seat on his throne of glory. All the
nations will be assembled before
him and he will separate men one
from another as the shepherd
separates sheep from goats. He
will place the sheep on his right
hand and the goats on his left.
Then the King will say to those on
his right hand, "Come, you whom
my Father has blessed, take for
your heritage the kingdom
prepared for you since the foundation of the world. For I
was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you
gave me drink; I was a stranger and you made me
welcome; naked and you clothed me, sick and you visited
me, in prison and you came to see me." Then the virtuous
will say to him in reply, "Lord, when did we see you hungry
and feed you; or thirsty and give you drink? When did we
see you a stranger and make you welcome; naked and
clothe you; sick or in prison and go to see you?" And the
King will answer, "I tell you solemnly, in so far as you did
this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did it
to me." Next he will say to those on his left hand, "Go away
from me, with your curse upon you, to the eternal fire
prepared for the devil and his angels. For I was hungry and
you never gave me food; I was thirsty and you never gave
me anything to drink; I was a stranger and you never made
me welcome, naked and you never clothed me, sick and in
prison and you never visited me." Then it will be their turn
to ask, "Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty, a
stranger or naked, sick or in prison, and did not come to
your help?" Then he will answer, "I tell you solemnly, in so
far as you neglected to do this to one of the least of these,
you neglected to do it to me." And they will go away to
eternal punishment, and the virtuous to eternal life.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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ROSTER for NEXT week: First Sunday in Advent
Scripture Readings:
First Reading:
Isaiah
63:16-17, 64:1, 3-8
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9
Gospel:
Mark
13:33-37
Saturday 5pm Mass:
Reader:
Sue Smith
Computer: Greg Hill
Cantor :
Paul O,Connell
Cleaning: Sue Smith
Sunday 9.00am Mass:
Reader:
Chris Molloy
Computer: Harry Albani
Cantor:
Dominque Marturia / Chris Molloy
Cleaning: Tracey Baxter
Sunday 6.00pm Mass:
Reader:
Carmel McKeough
Computer: TBA
Cantor:
TBA
Cleaning: Carmel McKeough

Tuesday 24 November
Sts Andrew Dúng-Lac and companions

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Recently Deceased: Salvatore Marino, Domenica Musumeci,
Gianna Fradel, Michele Civitella, Lucia Terranova, Pietro
Petruzzella, Teresa Manno, Filippo Mediati, Pietrina Gorga, Carmela
Girgenti, Vincenza Chessari, Carmela Catania, Rita Martin, Lucia
Pedavoli, Franca Romano, Antonio Sulfaro, Concetta Nolimaio,
Carmelo Abbate,
Rest in Peace:
John Carey, Robert Beel, Giovanni Papa,
Francesca & Antonio Vidili, Carmela Di Bartolo, Mary Attard, Pietro
Petruzzella, Maria Scappin, Connie Maling, Carmela Cutrufello,
Valentina Mannino, Giuseppe D’Agostino, Concettina Di Bello, John
Carey, Giovanni Tama, Franca Romano, Antonio Cardillo, Dominic &
Catherine Sidoti, Mark Ingham, Madge Dorman, Emma Power,
Maria Gullo, Antonio Di Gori, Andreana Marchese, Joe Scardilli,
Domenico Nicita, Concetta Cardillo, Marco Monaco, Pietro Banno,
Jack McEnally, Domenico Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The,
Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya
Phillips, Mons Dino Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in
Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community:
Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria
Lavecchia, Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos,
Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre,
Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci,
Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

Reflection
“In so far as you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine,
you did it to me.”
In the year 1789, the French Revolution broke out and began the
end of royal rule in Europe. In country after country, kings and
queens lost their thrones, and sometimes even their lives, as angry
citizens set about establishing democratic forms of government.
Those monarchies which managed to survive did so by accepting
the changes in society and agreeing to the role of figureheads who
had no real political power: this authority now lay with the people’s
elected representatives. Nowadays, most people would not accept
the idea that someone is entitled to a place above others simply
because of an accident of birth. A person today who ruled with
absolute power and tolerated no opposition would be regarded as a
dictator.
Some people may well find that they are uncomfortable with the idea
of Christ as king: it suggests an archaic and outdated view of society
and government. So it might be useful to think about how the Bible
views the idea of what it meant to be a king. First of all, the human
ruler, who, with one notable exception, was always male, was not
regarded as having absolute power. The king was God’s
representative, and his chief function was to be a unifying force
among the people, especially in matters of justice. If the king
exceeded royal powers, it was the duty of the prophet to remind him
that he was not above the law of God. The person regarded as the
ideal ruler was David, the shepherd who was anointed as the one to
govern Israel in God’s name, and to be the focal point of unity for the
twelve tribes.
The biblical idea of Law, or Torah, means teaching or instruction. In
the Gospel writings, Jesus shows a way of life, rather than an
updated set of legal rules. In today’s extract from Matthew’s account,
we hear about the last judgement, when the Lord will hold the people
to account. We might note that the basis of judgement is social
justice, not keeping the rules of the religious institution. It focuses on
how we have treated one another, especially those most in need.
This reflects the teaching of the prophets that social justice must go
hand in hand with religious observance: one without the other is
incomplete. We find this throughout the teaching of Jesus. Perhaps
the most intriguing detail in our story today is that the members of
both groups are surprised at the king’s declaring that he is the one
who has been the object of their concern or their neglect.
God is a mystery. Mystery is something which we can keep trying to
understand, even though we can never do so fully. We can only
speak about God in terms which make sense to ourselves, so if we
use the title “king”, we might remember that the most important
aspect of this in relation to Jesus is that of his being the focus of
unity: his throne is the cross, and, as the Fourth Gospel, tells us, the
hour of his being glorified on the cross is when he will draw all
people to himself.
We are the people of God in the world. It is our responsibility to live
in such a way that we reveal to those around us the kind of God we
believe in. When we celebrate the Eucharist together, we gather
around the person of Jesus: Holy Communion is not simply an act of
personal devotion, but a sign that we are united with those with
whom we worship. In a world where there are so many divisions, our
parish congregation could be an assembly where mutual respect
and acceptance are evident, because we are all trying to live
according to the teachings of Jesus.
The last judgement is not about charity: it is about justice. It is
necessary to do something about the actual situation in which some
people find themselves: this comes under the heading of charity. It is
also important to address the causes of why people’s lives are in
such a mess, and this is a matter of justice. This can come at
personal cost: Hélder Cámara. The Brazilian archbishop who worked
tirelessly to put the Gospel into practice, once remarked, “When I
give food to the poor, I am called a saint: when I ask why the poor
have no food, I am called a communist.”
The Living Word

Conosciamo questo testo
che, ai giorni nostri, è uno
dei più citati e discussi. Per
alcuni esso riassume quasi
tutto il Vangelo. Questa
tendenza non dipende da
una moda o da una certa
ideologia, ma corrisponde
a qualcosa di assai più
profondo che già esiste in
noi. Quando siamo colpiti
e sorpresi da un’idea, da
un avvenimento o da una
persona, sembriamo dimenticare tutto il resto per non
vedere più che ciò che ci ha colpiti. Cerchiamo una
chiave in grado di aprire tutte le porte, una risposta
semplice a domande difficili.
Se leggiamo questo passo del Vangelo con questo
spirito, il solo criterio di giudizio, e di conseguenza di
salvezza o di condanna, è la nostra risposta ai bisogni
più concreti del nostro prossimo. Poco importa ciò che
si crede e come si crede, poco importa la nostra
appartenenza o meno a una comunità istituzionale,
poco importano le intenzioni e la coscienza, ciò che
conta è agire ed essere dalla parte dei poveri e dei
marginali.
Eppure, questa pagina del Vangelo di san Matteo è
inscindibile dal resto del suo Vangelo e del Vangelo
intero. In Matteo troviamo molti “discorsi” che si
riferiscono al giudizio finale. Colui che non si limita a
fare la volontà di Dio attraverso le parole non sarà
condannato (Mt 7,21-27). Colui che non perdona non
sarà perdonato (Mt 6,12-15; 1-35). Il Signore
riconoscerà davanti a suo Padre nei cieli colui che si è
dichiarato per lui davanti agli uomini (Mt 10,31-33).
La via della salvezza è la porta stretta (Mt 7,13). Per
seguire Cristo bisogna portare la propria croce e
rinnegare se stessi. Colui che vuole salvare la propria
vita la perderà (Mt 16,24-26). San Marco ci dice
anche: Colui che crederà e sarà battezzato, sarà
salvato. Colui che non crederà sarà condannato (Mc
16,15-16). Queste parole ci avvertono di non escludere
dal resoconto finale la nostra risposta ai doni
soprannaturali e alla rivelazione. Guarire le piaghe del
mondo, eliminare le miserie e le ingiustizie, tutto
questo fa parte integrante della nostra vita cristiana,
ma noi non rendiamo un servizio all’umanità che nella
misura in cui, seguendo il Cristo, liberiamo noi stessi e
liberiamo gli altri dalla schiavitù del peccato. Allora
solamente il suo regno comincerà a diventare realtà.
Dal libro del profeta Ezechièle 34,11-12.15-17
Così dice il Signore Dio: Ecco, io stesso cercherò le mie
pecore e le passerò in rassegna. Come un pastore passa
in rassegna il suo gregge quando si trova in mezzo alle
sue pecore che erano state disperse, così io passerò in
rassegna le mie pecore e le radunerò da tutti i luoghi

dove erano disperse nei giorni nuvolosi e di caligine.
Io stesso condurrò le mie pecore al pascolo e io le farò
riposare. Oracolo del Signore Dio. Andrò in cerca della
pecora perduta e ricondurrò all’ovile quella smarrita,
fascerò quella ferita e curerò quella malata, avrò cura
della grassa e della forte; le pascerò con giustizia.
A te, mio gregge, così dice il Signore Dio: Ecco, io
giudicherò fra pecora e pecora, fra montoni e capri.
Parola di Dio
Salmo responsoriale Sal 22
Il Signore è il mio pastore: non manco di nulla.
Il Signore è il mio pastore:
non manco di nulla.
Su pascoli erbosi mi fa riposare.
Ad acque tranquille mi conduce.
Rinfranca l’anima mia,
mi guida per il giusto cammino
a motivo del suo nome.
Davanti a me tu prepari una mensa
sotto gli occhi dei miei nemici.
Ungi di olio il mio capo;
il mio calice trabocca.
Sì, bontà e fedeltà mi saranno compagne
tutti i giorni della mia vita,
abiterò ancora nella casa del Signore
per lunghi giorni.
Dalla prima lettera di
san Paolo apostolo ai Corìnzi 15,20-26.28

Fratelli, Cristo è risorto dai morti, primizia di coloro
che sono morti. Perché, se per mezzo di un uomo
venne la morte, per mezzo di un uomo verrà anche la
risurrezione dei morti. Come infatti in Adamo tutti
muoiono, così in Cristo tutti riceveranno la vita.
Ognuno però al suo posto: prima Cristo, che è la
primizia; poi, alla sua venuta, quelli che sono di Cristo.
Poi sarà la fine, quando egli consegnerà il regno a Dio
Padre, dopo avere ridotto al nulla ogni Principato e
ogni Potenza e Forza.
È necessario infatti che egli regni finché non abbia
posto tutti i nemici sotto i suoi piedi. L’ultimo nemico
a essere annientato sarà la morte.
E quando tutto gli sarà stato sottomesso, anch’egli, il
Figlio, sarà sottomesso a Colui che gli ha sottomesso
ogni cosa, perché Dio sia tutto in tutti.
Parola di Dio
Canto al Vangelo Canto al Vangelo Mc 11,9.10
Alleluia, alleluia.

Benedetto colui che viene nel nome del Signore!
Benedetto il Regno che viene, del nostro padre
Davide!
Alleluia.

If you volunteer for one of the following
ministries:

+ Dal Vangelo secondo Matteo 25,31-46

In quel tempo, Gesù disse ai suoi discepoli:
«Quando il Figlio dell’uomo verrà nella sua gloria, e
tutti gli angeli con lui, siederà sul trono della sua
gloria. Davanti a lui verranno radunati tutti i popoli.
Egli separerà gli uni dagli altri, come il pastore separa
le pecore dalle capre, e porrà le pecore alla sua destra
e le capre alla sinistra.
Allora il re dirà a quelli che saranno alla sua destra:
“Venite, benedetti del Padre mio, ricevete in eredità il
regno preparato per voi fin dalla creazione del
mondo, perché ho avuto fame e mi avete dato da
mangiare, ho avuto sete e mi avete dato da bere, ero
straniero e mi avete accolto, nudo e mi avete vestito,
malato e mi avete visitato, ero in carcere e siete venuti
a trovarmi”.
Allora i giusti gli risponderanno: “Signore, quando ti
abbiamo visto affamato e ti abbiamo dato da
mangiare, o assetato e ti abbiamo dato da bere?
Quando mai ti abbiamo visto straniero e ti abbiamo
accolto, o nudo e ti abbiamo vestito? Quando mai ti
abbiamo visto malato o in carcere e siamo venuti a
visitarti?”. E il re risponderà loro: “In verità io vi dico:
tutto quello che avete fatto a uno solo di questi miei
fratelli più piccoli, l’avete fatto a me”.
Poi dirà anche a quelli che saranno alla sinistra: “Via,
lontano da me, maledetti, nel fuoco eterno, preparato
per il diavolo e per i suoi angeli, perché ho avuto
fame e non mi avete dato da mangiare, ho avuto sete
e non mi avete dato da bere, ero straniero e non mi
avete accolto, nudo e non mi avete vestito, malato e
in carcere e non mi avete visitato”.
Anch’essi allora risponderanno: “Signore, quando ti
abbiamo visto affamato o assetato o straniero o nudo
o malato o in carcere, e non ti abbiamo servito?”.
Allora egli risponderà loro: “In verità io vi dico: tutto
quello che non avete fatto a uno solo di questi più
piccoli, non l’avete fatto a me”.
E se ne andranno: questi al supplizio eterno, i giusti
invece alla vita eterna».
Parola del Signore
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CCareline is here to help 13 18 19
• 8am—6pm
Monday to Friday
• connect@catholiccare.org.

(COMMUNION MINISTERS)
(READERS)
(CHURCH
WARDENS)

YOU NEED A
WORKING WITH CHILDREN CHECK
to comply with Archdiocesan and Government
regulations
To apply or for more details, go
to www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check.

Have you checked to see if your WWC number has
expired and needs to be renewed?
If you need a Working With Children Check
you will also need to do a Safeguarding
Child Protection Induction and sign a Code
of Conduct.
Due to COVID 19 inductions are online.
To register for the Online Safeguarding Induction
Training please follow this link

https://forms.gle/nh5CH5VHvLZtHBTD7

"It is during our darkest
moments that we must
focus to see the light."
Aristotle

ONLINE RESOURCES
DAILY REFLECTIONS/MASS/INFORMATION
1. Lord's Prayer at midday for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic with His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher
https://www.facebook.com/anthonyfisherop/videos/2879218758821564/
(less than one minute)
2. Coronavirus Updates https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/
3. MASS ONLINE
At St Mary’s Cathedral
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/
at St Francis Xavier Lavender bay, Sydney at 8am everyday (except Sat)
http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand
At St Patrick’s, Church Hill
https://stpatschurchhill.org/
From Melbourne
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
4. Vatican mass
https://shalomworld.org/specialevent/daily-mass
5pm with Pope Francis
10am previous day's mass
5. St Joseph Camperdown, near RPA, Sydney
www.stjosephscamperdown.org.au/live-streaming/
or on their Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/StJosephCamperdown/
6. “Mass for You at Home” is broadcast on Channel 10 each Sunday from 6am.
(This is repeated during the week at different times on Aurora Channel on Foxtel.
7. Mass in Italian is broadcast each Sunday from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.
8. A spirituality for strange times
Brendan McManus SJ draws on the wisdom of St Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, to formulate his ten tips for dealing
with the Covid-19 crisis. With Jim Deeds he shares a down-to-earth approach to spirituality that follows the example of
Ignatius who urged his fellow companions and the people of his time to ‘find God in all things’
https://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/
9. The Australian Council of Churches has invited Christians to join in prayer at 7.00pm each night (7.00pm is 1900 hours for
COVID-19).
=====================================================================================================

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER
Read the readings of the Sunday from the parish website or other online resources or from
your Sunday Missal – make it a short liturgy of the word. Make up your own prayers of the
Faithful – conclude with the Our Father and maybe other favourite prayers.
· Use different Websites/Apps for prayer:
Pray as you Go - https://pray-as-you-go.org/
The God Minute - https://www.thegodminute.org/
Sacred Space - https://www.sacredspace.ie/
Click to Pray - https://clicktopray.org/
Jamberoo Abbey - https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/prayer

