Welcome to

: Fr Phillip Zadro

ADORE
ADVENT & CHRISTMAS
2020 booklets
PLEASE TAKE ONE
TO HELP with reflections
for each day of
advent & Christmas
GOLD COIN DONATION
APPRECIATED
SUNDAY MASSES—REGISTERING TO ATTEND
There has been no change to the rules about distancing (4 sq m
per person/1.5m apart) which means that our strict capacity is 69
in the body of the Church. With households being able to sit
together it is possible to admit more than that limit but the spacing
must be observed for everyone else.
Registration is still necessary for attendance at 5.00pm Mass
on Saturday and 9.00am Mass on Sunday—See pg 3 for details
We have been flexible when registrations have been low and
there has been space to admit others, but if doing that fills the
Church, the doors will be closed as we won’t be able to admit
any more.
Also, if someone has registered and can’t come, could they
please let the sisters know so that space can be made available to
others. If you have registered and know you are going to be
late, please don‘t come, there may not be room
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97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045
: 02 9798 6657
: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
: www.stjoanofarc.org.au
:
Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm

SECRETS TO HAPPINESS
Some years ago, in an interview, Pope Francis gave some
“tips for bringing greater joy to one’s life”. The Pope’s
commentary on each point was rather lengthy, and I will
risk synthesizing his central point in my own words.
1. Proceed calmly.
Move with kindness, humility, and calm. These are the
antithesis of anxiety and distress. Calm never causes high
blood pressure. We need to make conscious efforts to
never let the moment cause panic and excessive hurry.
Rather be late than stressed.
2. Respect and take care of nature.
The air we breathe out is the air we will re-inhale. This is
true spiritually, psychologically, and ecologically. We
can’t be whole and happy when Mother Earth is being
stripped of her wholeness. Christ came to save the world,
not just the people in the world. Our salvation, like our
happiness, is tied to the way we treat the earth. It is
immoral to slap another person in the face and so it is
immoral too to throw our garbage into the face of
Mother Earth.
3. Stop being negative.
Needing to talk badly about others indicates low selfesteem. Negative thoughts feed unhappiness and a bad
self-image. Positive thoughts feed happiness and healthy
self-esteem.
4. Respect others’ beliefs.
What we cherish and put our faith into grows “by
attraction, not by proselytizing.” Beauty is the one thing
that no one can argue with. Cherish your values, but
always act towards others with graciousness, charity, and
respect.

5. Work for peace.
Peace is more than the absence of war and working for
peace means more than not causing disharmony. Peace,
like war, must be waged actively by working for justice,
equality, and an ever wider inclusivity in terms of what
makes up our family. Waging peace is the perennial
struggle to stretch hearts, our own and others, to accept
that in God’s house there are many rooms and that all
faiths, not least our own, are meant to be a house of
prayer for all peoples.
Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. He
can be contacted through his website, www.ronrolheiser.com. Follow
on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

NAIDOC Week
8-15 November 2020

The Rainbow Serpent came out
of the Dreamtime to create this
land. It is represented by the
snake and it forms the shape of
Australia, which symbolises
how it created our lands. The
colour from the Rainbow
Serpent is reflected on to the
figure to display our connection
to the Rainbow Serpent, thus
our connection to country. The
overlapping colours on the
outside is the Dreamtime. The
figure inside the shape of
Australia is a representation of
Indigenous Australians showing
that this country - since the
dawn of time - always was, and
always will be Aboriginal land.
Artwork: Shape of Land by Tyrown
Waiganafacebook.com/

NAIDOC@naidocweek

The Reconciliation Church Prayer
God of all creation,
as we journey together in this Great Southern Land,
We pray for healing, forgiveness, and unity,
Creating a path of goodwill, with justice and compassion.
Jesus through the power of your love,
you have given us the courage, wisdom and strength
To share our gifts and talents in humility.
In peace and understanding we reconcile with each other.
Great spirit, we come together in prayer and thanksgiving
For the many blessings we have received.
Allow your spirit to was over us and give us strength,
to walk together as one.
This prayer was written by a small group of Aboriginal Elder
women and Aboriginal Catholic Ministry staff in 2014.

naidoc.org.au

#NAIDOC2020
#AlwaysWasAlwaysWillBe

GO MAKE DISCIPLES- PRAYER
FOR RENEWAL CAMPAIGN
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will
be launching a new Archdiocesan
Mission Plan
on 12th December,
the Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe,
the Star of the New Evangelisation.
The new plan is aimed at renewing
our parishes as places of encounter
with the living Christ and centres of
evangelisation and outreach to our
community in love and mercy.
In the weeks and months ahead we
hope you will join us in an
Archdiocesan-wide prayer
campaign beginning on the
Feast of All Saints (1st November),
calling on the Holy Spirit, to prepare
the hearts of each of us and of all
our parishes and Eucharistic
communities to receive anew the
fire of God’s love and the desire to
be ever more faithful witnesses of
Jesus Christ.
Please join us by praying the
attached prayer together
• at the end of each Mass,
• in your prayer group, and
• in your homes.
For more information contact
Parish Renewal Team at the
Sydney Centre for Evangelisation,
Archdiocese of Sydney on
9390 5307 or
elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org

Last year Dave Hammond spoke to us about his work for the Willmot and
Emerton community as part of the Western Sydney Programs of the Jesuit
Social Services.
Next weekend (21/22 November) Claire Thomas will be speaking on behalf of
Dave (who is ill) about the programs they run and asking for our help to support
their work.
Jesuit Social Services is a social change organisation with a vision of building a just
society by advocating for social change and promoting the health and wellbeing of
disadvantaged young people, families and communities.
The Ignite Food Store & Op Shop is a
program of Jesuit Social Services and works
with the Holy Family Parish at Emerton, Mt
Druitt and has been serving the needs of the
local people since 2007.
The Ignite Food Store provides low cost
healthy fresh food to support local people in
need and the Op Shop provides high quality,
low cost recycled clothing and other items.
Our food and clothing stores deliver practical
support to families and individuals in need.
We offer customers a low cost hamper of
food, which we add to with limited free
produce.
Through the Ignite Food Store and Op Shop we aim to build the capacity of local people
to meet day-to-day needs and, through work experience and volunteering, to reach their
potential by participating more fully in society
We rely on the support of our generous partners and sponsors to give ongoing value for
money food hampers for our families in need.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Ignite Food Store and Op Shop
Open Monday to Friday from 8:00am-3:15pm (Food Store) and 9:00am–2.00pm (Op Shop)
252–254 Luxford Rd (PO Box 86) Emerton NSW 2770
Tel: (02) 9628 2288 | Fax: (02) 9628 0593 | Email: westernsydney@jss.org.au | Facebook
| Instagram
All other programs
11 Emert Pde (PO Box 86) Emerton NSW 2770
Tel: (02) 9628 2288 | Fax: (02) 9628 6139 | Email: westernsydney@jss.org.au
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WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday ………………………….5.00pm
Sunday ………………..9.00am & 6.00pm
69 persons in total (plus essential
people) are able to attend a mass
Registration for Saturday 5pm &
Sunday 9am by calling the
Marist Sisters 9799 2034 9.30am-3.30pm Monday-Friday only.
Please book for a month at a time to
lessen the number of phone calls
needed.
For Sunday 6pm—no booking needed
for now, but if number reaches 69 the
doors will be closed.
WEEKDAY MASSES
Wednesday, Thursday …….9.00am
Friday ……………………..….9.15am
 No registration needed
 Use courtyard side door
 Each person provides name and contact
details.
PLEASE WRITE NAME AND PHONE NUMBER
CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
 Use only front half of Church and pews
marked ‘SIT HERE’

RECONCILIATION

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your
community safe by helping our health workers to notify you
quickly if you’ve come in contact with someone who has
Coronavirus.
With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a
secure note of other users you’ve been near if
you have to go out. So, if they test positive for
Coronavirus, you’ll be notified. It’ll help us stop
the spread sooner, so we can all get back to
the things we love.

CHECKING CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

You can check current COVID 19 restrictions
and their impact on sacraments such as
weddings, baptisms and funerals on
the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney website:
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirusfrequently-asked-questions/
or the NSW government website:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-canand-cant-do-under-rules regularly for any
changes that may happen.
Please check regularly, especially if you are to
celebrate a sacrament as restrictions can change
before the date.
SOLEMNITY OF CHRIST THE KING
22 November 2020
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will be launching a
video message to mark this special occasion which we
will share with parishes next week.
As the level of community transmission of COVID-19

Saturday 4.30pm—4.50pm

declines, Catholics are called to return to Mass, if they

(if attending Mass after Reconciliation remember
to register) If attending for Reconciliation, you
also need to leave your name and contact details

are well enough, rather than continuing to rely upon

=====================================

faith. As we prepare to welcome the birth of Our Lord,

Please fill up seating spaces from the
front of the church when you enter for
Mass as this helps with cleaning
===============================
National Coronavirus Helpline
1800 020 080 (operates 24/7)

livestreamed Masses where we miss out on receiving
the Blessed Sacrament, the source and summit of our
Advent is a wonderful time for Catholics to return to

Mass who may not have done so over recent months
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
To mark the Feast of Christ the King, dedicated prayer
and

liturgy

resources

will

be

shared

on

the

Archdiocese of Sydney website next week.

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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Come join us for Toddler Tales at

St Joan of Arc
Catholic Primary School
Haberfield

Charitable Works Fund (CWF)
Parish Appeal
November 2020
Your donation will help those most vulnerable
in Sydney - including our local Aboriginal
community, as well as single mothers facing
homelessness, people struggling with mental
health issues and many others.
Appeal envelopes will be provided for your use
so please keep an eye out for them. You can
also make a donation and find out more at
www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
CHRISTMAS CARDS
$5 per packet 10

2021 COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS
$10 each
are now available for purchase at both side
doors of the church and can be paid for by
putting money in the closest Wall Safe (St
Vincent de Paul and/or Altar Society)

Our Catholic newspaper

is now available for parishioners to take home
free or for a gold coin donation.
This newspaper provides you with the opportunity to
learn more about what is happening locally, in other
regions or states and overseas in the Catholic
Church.

Please have a look! Take one home

Want to get your pre-schooler more familiar with a
school environment and get to know our school
community for yourself?
Then why not come to St Joan of Arc for
‘Toddler Tales’ on
Tuesdays!
It’s free! It’s fun and it’s run by our Family Educator!
What is it? A
time for your
child to listen
to a tender
tale and do
some craft
related to the
book’s
theme.
Parents have
a coffee and
children can
also have some morning tea.
Why do it? The children learn to listen, socialize,
share and have fun! When it comes to start school
they already have friends and are familiar with the
school.
When? Tuesdays 9-10 am
Where? 88 Dalhousie Street Haberfield
Sign in at the Office and come down the stairs to
the Drama Room.
If interested please initially email the Family
Educator on
anne.gray@syd.catholic.edu.au
Pre School Groups also welcome!

COVID-19 UPDATED REGULATIONS 4 August 2020
FACE MASKS
WEARING OF FACE MASKS WHEN IN CROWDED PLACES, INCLUDING PLACES OF WORSHIP, IS NOW
RECOMMENDED.
Because we remain together for over 30 minutes at Mass, please bring and wear a face mask when
coming to Mass. Remember that the primary precautions are still hand sanitising and distancing.
HAND SANITISING PLEASE USE THE HAND SANITISER THAT IS AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH DOOR.
DISTANCING PLEASE STAY 1.5 metres FROM THE NEXT PERSON AT ALL TIMES. That means all around
you, not just side to side. This applies when at your place in a pew or when processing to receive Holy
Communion. The only people who can sit closer than 1.5 m are people from the same household. That
DOES NOT include family members who live elsewhere!
ALSO—PLEASE DO NOT CONGREGATE BEFORE OR AFTER MASS ANYWHERE INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE
CHURCH. If you need to speak to someone call them by phone when you get home.
ARE YOU FEELING UNWELL?
You will be asked this question when you prepare to enter the Church.
If you are feeling unwell you will be told that you need to return home. Please do so.
If you are, in fact, unwell, please stay home in the first place and contact your GP.
REMINDER.
If you are 70 years of age or older, it is recommended that you stay at home.
DISPENSATION FROM THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMAINS IN FORCE TILL FURTHER NOTICE.
———————————————-

COVID-19 REGOLAMENTO AGGIORNATO – 4 AGOSTO 2020
MASCHERE
INDOSSATE LE MASCHERE QUANDO VI TROVATE IN LUOGHI AFFOLLATI, COMPRESI I LUOGHI DI
ADORAZIONE.
Poiché restiamo insieme per oltre 30 minuti alla Messa, per favore, portate e indossate una maschera
quando venite alla Messa.
Ricordate che le precauzioni principali continuano ad essere sanificazione delle mani e distanziamento
tra le persone.
SANIFICAZIONE DELLE MANI
SIETE PREGATI DI UTILIZZARE IL SANIFICANTE DISPONIBILE AL ENTRATA DELLA CHIESA.
DISTANZA
MANTENETE 1.5m di distanza fra tutte le persone IN QUALSIASI MOMENTO.
Ciò significa in tutte le direzioni intorno a voi, non solo da un lato all'altro. Questo vale quando
siete al vostro posto in un banco o quando vi mettete in fila per ricevere la Santa Comunione.
Solo le persone della stessa famiglia possono sedersi più vicino di 1,5 m. Ciò NON INCLUDE i
familiari che vivono altrove!
PER FAVORE, NON CONGREGARE PRIMA O DOPO LA MESSA NÉ DALL'INTERNO NÉ ALL'ESTERNO
DELLA CHIESA.
Se avete bisogno di parlare con qualcuno, chiamateli al telefono quando ritornate a casa.
STATE BENE O MALE?
Vi verrà posta questa domanda quando vi preparate ad entrare nella Chiesa.
Se non vi sentite bene sarete avvisati di tornare a casa. Per favore fatelo.
Se, in fatti, non vi sentite bene, vi preghiamo di rimanere a casa e contattare il vostro medico di
famiglia.
PROMEMORIA. Se siete di 70 anni o di più, siete consigliati di rimanere a casa.
DURANTE QUESTO PERIODO, SIETE DISPENSATI DALL’OBBLIGO DI PARTECIPARE ALLA MESSA
DOMENICALE

A reading from the book of
Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
A perfect wife - who can find her?
She is far beyond the price of pearls.
Her husband's heart has confidence in her,
from her he will derive no little profit.
Advantage and not hurt she brings him
all the days of her life.
She is always busy with wool and with flax,
she does her work with eager hands.
She sets her hands to the distaff,
her fingers grasp the spindle.
She holds out her hand to the poor,
she opens her arms to the needy.
Charm is deceitful, and beauty empty;
the woman who is wise is the one to praise.
Give her a share in what her hands have worked for,
and let her works tell her praises at the city gates.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 127:1-5
R. Happy are those who fear the Lord.
O blessed are those who fear the Lord
and walk in his ways!
By the labour of your hands you shall eat.
You will be happy and prosper. R.
Your wife like a fruitful vine
in the heart of your house;
your children like shoots of the olive,
around your table. R.
Indeed thus shall be blessed
the man who fears the Lord.
May the Lord bless you from Zion
in a happy Jerusalem
all the days of your life. R.
A reading from the first letter of
St Paul to the Thessalonians 5:1-6
You will not be expecting us to write anything to you,
brothers, about 'times and seasons,' since you know
very well that the Day of the Lord is going to come like a
thief in the night. It is when people are saying, 'How
quiet and peaceful it is,' that the worst suddenly
happens, as suddenly as labour pains come on a
pregnant woman; and there will be no way for anybody
to evade it.
But it is not as if you live in the dark, my brothers, for
that Day to overtake you like a thief. No, you are all sons
of light and sons of the day: we do not belong to the
night or to darkness, so we should not go on sleeping, as
everyone else does, but stay wide awake and sober.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation John 15:4, 5
Alleluia, alleluia!
Live in me and let me live in you, says the Lord;
my branches bear much fruit.
Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew 25:14-30
Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: 'The kingdom of
heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his
servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he
gave five talents, to another two, to a third one; each in
proportion to his ability. Then he set out. The man who
had received the five talents promptly went and traded
with them and made five more. The man who had received
two made two more in the same way. But the man who
had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground
and hid his master's money. Now a long time after, the
master of those servants came back and went through his
accounts with them. The man who had received the five
talents came forward bringing five more. "Sir", he said
"you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more
that I have made." His master said to him, "Well done,
good and faithful servant; you have shown you can be
faithful in small things, I will trust you with greater; come
and join in your master's happiness." Next the man with
the two talents came forward. "Sir," he said "you
entrusted me with two talents; here are two more that I
have made." His master said to him, "Well done, good and
faithful servant; you have shown you can be faithful in
small things, I will trust you with greater; come and join in
your master's happiness." Last came forward the man who
had the one talent. "Sir," said he "I had heard you were a
hard man, reaping where you have not sown and gathering
where you have not scattered; so I was afraid, and I went
off and hid your talent in the ground. Here it is; it was
yours, you have it back." But his master answered him,
"You wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that I reap
where I have not sown and gather where I have not
scattered? Well then, you should have deposited my
money with the bankers, and
on my return I would have
recovered my capital with
interest. So now, take the
talent from him and give it to
the man who has the five
talents. For to everyone who
has will be given more, and
he will have more than
enough; but from the man
who has not, even what he has will be taken away. As for
this good-for-nothing servant, throw him out into the dark,
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth."'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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ROSTER for NEXT week: Our Lord JESUS CHRIST,
KING of the UNIVERSE
Scripture Readings:
First Reading:
Ezekiel
34:11-12, 15-17
Second Reading:
1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 28
Gospel:
Matthew
25:31-46
Saturday 5pm Mass:
Reader:
Anna Maria Carey
Computer: Greg Hill
Cantor :
Paul O,Connell
Cleaning: Maria Del Vecchio
Sunday 9.00am Mass:
Reader:
Isabella Ramirra
Computer: Harry Albani
Cantor:
Dominque Marturia / Chris Molloy
Cleaning: Isabella Ramirra
Sunday 6.00pm Mass:
Reader:
Loredana Bianco
Computer: TBA
Cantor:
TBA
Cleaning: Cathy Carrozza

Tuesday 17th November
St Elizabeth of Hungary
Saturday 21st November
The Presentation of Blessed Virgin Mary

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Recently Deceased: Salvatore Marino, Domenica Musumeci,
Gianna Fradel, Michele Civitella, Lucia Terranova, Pietro Petruzzella,
Teresa Manno, Filippo Mediati, Pietrina Gorga, Carmela Girgenti,
Vincenza Chessari, Carmela Catania, Rita Martin, Lucia Pedavoli,
Franca Romano, Antonio Sulfaro, Concetta Nolimaio, Carmelo
Abbate,
Rest in Peace: Robert Beel, Giovanni Papa, Francesca & Antonio
Vidili, Carmela Di Bartolo, Mary Attard, Pietro Petruzzella, Maria
Scappin, Connie Maling, Carmela Cutrufello, Valentina Mannino,
Giuseppe D’Agostino, Concettina Di Bello, John Carey, Giovanni
Tama, Franca Romano, Antonio Cardillo, Dominic & Catherine Sidoti,
Mark Ingham, Madge Dorman, Emma Power, Maria Gullo, Antonio Di
Gori, Andreana Marchese, Joe Scardilli, Domenico Nicita, Concetta
Cardillo, Marco Monaco, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico
Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi,
Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino
Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria Lavecchia,
Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,
Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley,
Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc,
Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

Reflection
“Well done, good and faithful servant.”
“Speak properly,” parents sometimes complain when their children
use slang language. Young people, however, are not the only ones
who cut corners. Few of us use the formal word “telephone” these
days, or to say “mathematics”, when “maths” will do. Rather than
search our memories for more precise terminology, people often
refer to a “thing” or a “whatsit”. Just as we take shortcuts in our
journeys, we economise in the way we speak.
Youngsters who get criticised for a lazy way of speaking might well
argue that they are at a higher stage of development! George Zipf
would have agreed with them. He was a Harvard academic, working
in the 1940s, who saw the growing simplification of language as part
of the evolutionary process. He noticed how most people use only
six hundred words in daily conversation even though they have a
much wider vocabulary, and concluded that we will always try to
solve problems in ways that minimize the overall workload. He called
it “the principle of least effort”. That principle does not just apply to
humans. All animals naturally choose the shortest route; the least
demanding method; what is most convenient to themselves. So it is
that some people give up easily until encouraged to persevere; that
some are reluctant to volunteer until shamed into doing so; and that
even the most well behaved of us may occasionally ignore signs to
“Keep of the grass’ and step out across a lawn when the path takes
us by a longer route.
A servant of God, however, is called always to go that extra mile.
Love overrides “the principle of least effort”. It goes out of its way to
do everything possible. We do not ask, “How little can I get away
with?” but “What else may I do?” The kingdom of heaven operates
by the principle of utmost effort, not least.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells the story of three servants to whom a
rich man entrusted his fortune. Imposing loans on people was
common in ancient times as a profitable way to deposit cash. Two of
his employees were delighted to have such trust placed in them.
After all, a talent was a coin of value, and he had lent them five and
ten talents apiece. Eager to please him, they showed enterprise in
their use of his money; unlike the third servant, who wanted to save
himself any trouble or anxiety. He simply dug a hole and buried it.
God does not exploit people; nor was Jesus a financial advisor. He
was interested in a different kind of treasure. God is rich in kindness
and we are distributors of that grace. What God bestows is not
meant to be hoarded. God gives us wisdom and skills that we may
be of service; God forgives us that we might treat other people
generously. Such is the “commerce” of God’s kingdom: a reckless
investment of ourselves with no certainty of return, other than to
increase the circulation of love in this world.
Jesus had harsh things to say of the servant who buried his one
talent. All of us have some ability, however modest, and to hide it
away or use it only for ourselves is more than laziness. What we
have is not gifted, but loaned to us: we are trusted stewards of a
grace intended for everyone.
It may feel risky to enter the “marketplace” of other people’s lives.
Offering friendship can make us vulnerable. It was fear, perhaps,
that kept the lazy servant from trading his one talent. Fear that we
might get nothing in return can sometimes make people hesitant to
give. The servant assumed his master to be a hard-nosed
businessman who expected too much of people, and it may be that
we have grown up with the same idea about God. Jesus shows us
what our heavenly Father is really like: God’s happiness is in
sharing. And so is ours. The principle of least effort will never make
anyone happy. Easy achievements are not the most satisfying.
Effort, time and loving attention give value to human endeavor and
dignify people. The principle of the greatest effort brings a sense of
fulfilment. It is the worship of our lives to give back with thanks what
belongs to God. These closing days of the church year are a good
time to make an audit of just how indebted we really are. Maybe we,
too, have something buried within us which might yet be
consecrated to God’s service.
The Living Word

La parabola dei talenti parla della
venuta di Gesù per il giudizio
universale. Quando ritornerà, egli
esigerà di sapere da noi come
abbiamo usato il nostro tempo,
cosa abbiamo fatto della nostra
vita e dei talenti che abbiamo
ricevuto, cioè delle nostre capacità.
Il premio per il buon uso sarà la
partecipazione alla gioia del
Signore, cioè al banchetto eterno.
La parabola racchiude un
insegnamento fondamentale: Dio
non misurerà né conterà i nostri
acquisti, le nostre realizzazioni. Non ci chiederà se abbiamo
compiuto delle prodezze ammirate dal mondo, perché ciò
non dipende da noi, ma è in parte condizionato dai talenti
che abbiamo ricevuto. Vengono tenute in conto soltanto la
fedeltà, l’assiduità e la carità con le quali noi avremo fatto
fronte ai nostri doveri, anche se i più umili e i più ordinari. Il
terzo servitore, “malvagio e infingardo” ha una falsa
immagine del padrone (di Dio). Il peggio è che non lo ama.
La paura nei confronti del padrone l’ha paralizzato ed ha
agito in modo maldestro, senza assumersi nessun rischio.
Così ha sotterrato il suo talento. Dio si aspetta da noi una
risposta gioiosa, un impegno che proviene dall’amore e
dalla nostra prontezza ad assumere rischi e ad affrontare
difficoltà. I talenti possono significare le capacità naturali, i
doni e i carismi ricevuti dallo Spirito Santo, ma anche il
Vangelo, la rivelazione, e la salvezza che Cristo ha trasmesso
alla Chiesa. Tutti i credenti hanno il dovere di ritrasmettere
questi doni, a parole e a fatti.
Dal libro dei Proverbi Pr 31,10-13.19-20.30-31
Una donna forte chi potrà trovarla?
Ben superiore alle perle è il suo valore.
In lei confida il cuore del marito
e non verrà a mancargli il profitto.
Gli dà felicità e non dispiacere
per tutti i giorni della sua vita.
Si procura lana e lino
e li lavora volentieri con le mani.
Stende la sua mano alla conocchia
e le sue dita tengono il fuso.
Apre le sue palme al misero,
stende la mano al povero.
Illusorio è il fascino e fugace la bellezza,
ma la donna che teme Dio è da lodare.
Siatele riconoscenti per il frutto delle sue mani
e le sue opere la lodino alle porte della città.
Parola di Dio
Salmo responsoriale Sal 127

Beato chi teme il Signore.
Beato chi teme il Signore
e cammina nelle sue vie.
Della fatica delle tue mani ti nutrirai,
sarai felice e avrai ogni bene.
La tua sposa come vite feconda
nell’intimità della tua casa;
i tuoi figli come virgulti d’ulivo
intorno alla tua mensa.
Ecco com’è benedetto
l’uomo che teme il Signore.
Ti benedica il Signore da Sion.
Possa tu vedere il bene di Gerusalemme
tutti i giorni della tua vita!

Dalla prima lettera di
san Paolo apostolo ai Tessalonicési 5,1-6
Riguardo ai tempi e ai momenti, fratelli, non avete bisogno
che ve ne scriva; infatti sapete bene che il giorno del Signore
verrà come un ladro di notte. E quando la gente dirà: «C’è
pace e sicurezza!», allora d’improvviso la rovina li colpirà,
come le doglie una donna incinta; e non potranno sfuggire.
Ma voi, fratelli, non siete nelle tenebre, cosicché quel giorno
possa sorprendervi come un ladro. Infatti siete tutti figli
della luce e figli del giorno; noi non apparteniamo alla
notte, né alle tenebre.
Non dormiamo dunque come gli altri, ma vigiliamo e siamo
sobri.
Parola di Dio
Canto al Vangelo Gv 15,4.5

Alleluia, alleluia.
Rimanete in me e io in voi, dice il Signore,
chi rimane in me porta molto frutto.
Alleluia.
+ Dal Vangelo secondo Matteo
In quel tempo, Gesù disse ai suoi discepoli questa parabola:
«Avverrà come a un uomo che, partendo per un viaggio,
chiamò i suoi servi e consegnò loro i suoi beni. A uno diede
cinque talenti, a un altro due, a un altro uno, secondo le
capacità di ciascuno; poi partì.
Subito colui che aveva ricevuto cinque talenti andò a
impiegarli, e ne guadagnò altri cinque. Così anche quello che
ne aveva ricevuti due, ne guadagnò altri due. Colui invece
che aveva ricevuto un solo talento, andò a fare una buca nel
terreno e vi nascose il denaro del suo padrone.
Dopo molto tempo il padrone di quei servi tornò e volle
regolare i conti con loro.
Si presentò colui che aveva ricevuto cinque talenti e ne
portò altri cinque, dicendo: “Signore, mi hai consegnato
cinque talenti; ecco, ne ho guadagnati altri cinque”. “Bene,
servo buono e fedele – gli disse il suo padrone –, sei stato
fedele nel poco, ti darò potere su molto; prendi parte alla
gioia del tuo padrone”.
Si presentò poi colui che aveva ricevuto due talenti e disse:
“Signore, mi hai consegnato due talenti; ecco, ne ho
guadagnati altri due”. “Bene, servo buono e fedele – gli
disse il suo padrone –, sei stato fedele nel poco, ti darò
potere su molto; prendi parte alla gioia del tuo padrone”.
Si presentò infine anche colui che aveva ricevuto un solo
talento e disse: “Signore, so che sei un uomo duro, che mieti
dove non hai seminato e raccogli dove non hai sparso. Ho
avuto paura e sono andato a nascondere il tuo talento sotto
terra: ecco ciò che è tuo”.
Il padrone gli rispose: “Servo malvagio e pigro, tu sapevi che
mieto dove non ho seminato e raccolgo dove non ho
sparso; avresti dovuto affidare il mio denaro ai banchieri e
così, ritornando, avrei ritirato il mio con l’interesse.
Toglietegli dunque il talento, e datelo a chi ha i dieci talenti.
Perché a chiunque ha, verrà dato e sarà nell’abbondanza;
ma a chi non ha, verrà tolto anche quello che ha. E il servo
inutile gettatelo fuori nelle tenebre; là sarà pianto e stridore
di denti”».
Parola del Signore
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ONLINE RESOURCES
DAILY REFLECTIONS/MASS/INFORMATION
1. Lord's Prayer at midday for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic with His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher
https://www.facebook.com/anthonyfisherop/videos/2879218758821564/
(less than one minute)
2. Coronavirus Updates https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/
3. MASS ONLINE
At St Mary’s Cathedral
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/
at St Francis Xavier Lavender bay, Sydney at 8am everyday (except Sat)
http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand

At St Patrick’s, Church Hill
https://stpatschurchhill.org/
From Melbourne
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
4. Vatican mass
https://shalomworld.org/specialevent/daily-mass
5pm with Pope Francis
10am previous day's mass
5. St Joseph Camperdown, near RPA, Sydney
www.stjosephscamperdown.org.au/live-streaming/
or on their Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/StJosephCamperdown/

6. “Mass for You at Home” is broadcast on Channel 10 each Sunday from 6am.
(This is repeated during the week at different times on Aurora Channel on Foxtel.
7. Mass in Italian is broadcast each Sunday from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.
8. A spirituality for strange times
Brendan McManus SJ draws on the wisdom of St Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, to formulate his ten tips for dealing
with the Covid-19 crisis. With Jim Deeds he shares a down-to-earth approach to spirituality that follows the example of
Ignatius who urged his fellow companions and the people of his time to ‘find God in all things’
https://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/
9. The Australian Council of Churches has invited Christians to join in prayer at 7.00pm each night (7.00pm is 1900 hours for
COVID-19).
=====================================================================================================

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER
Read the readings of the Sunday from the parish website or other online resources or from
your Sunday Missal – make it a short liturgy of the word. Make up your own prayers of the
Faithful – conclude with the Our Father and maybe other favourite prayers.
· Use different Websites/Apps for prayer:
Pray as you Go - https://pray-as-you-go.org/
The God Minute - https://www.thegodminute.org/
Sacred Space - https://www.sacredspace.ie/
Click to Pray - https://clicktopray.org/
Jamberoo Abbey - https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/prayer

