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Sunday Masses—Registering to attend.
There has been no change to the rules about distancing (4 sq
m per person/1.5m apart) which means that our strict
capacity is 69 in the body of the Church. With households
being able to sit together it is possible to admit more than
that limit but the spacing must be observed for everyone else.
Registration is still necessary for attendance at 5.00pm Mass
on Saturday and 9.00am Mass on Sunday—See pg 3 for
details
On Sunday 1 November a significant number of unregistered
people came to the 9.00am Mass and many claimed they
didn’t know they needed to register. This is a mystery to me
as registration has been necessary for about 5 months.
We have been flexible when registrations have been low and
there has been space to admit others, but if doing that fills
the Church, the doors will be closed as we won’t be able to
admit any more. It is disappointing to have to send people
away and can be a burden to the parishioners who have
volunteered to manage these things.
Also, if someone has registered and can’t come, could they
please let the sisters know so that space can be made
available to others. If you have registered and know you are
going to be late, please don‘t come, there may not be room.
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The Communion of Saints
Perhaps we had hurt that person, or he or she had
hurt us, and it was never fully reconciled. Or we feel
guilt, because while that person was alive, we should
have given more of ourselves to him or her but were
too busy with our own lives to reach out.
Worse still, perhaps someone has died for whom we
had felt hatred and we should have made some
gesture of reconciliation and we never did. Now it’s
too late! Death has separated us, and some painful
bitterness now lies irrevocably unresolved and we live
with the guilt, wishing we had done something before
it was too late.
But it’s not too late. It’s never too late if we take
seriously the Christian doctrine of the communion of
saints. To believe in the communion of saints is to
believe that those who have died are still alive and are
linked to us in such a way that we can continue to talk
with them, that our relationship with them can
continue to grow, and that the reconciliation that
wasn’t possible before their deaths can now occur.
“Today you will be with me in paradise!” Jesus speaks
those words to the good thief on the cross and
they’re meant for every one of us who dies without
yet fully being a saint and without having had the time
and opportunity to make all the amends and speak all
the apologies that we owe to others. There is still time
after death, on both sides, for reconciliation and
healing to happen because inside the communion of
saints we have privileged access to each other and
there we can finally speak all of those words that we
couldn’t speak before. We can reach across death’s
divide.
It can be a great consolation to die a happy death,
snug and reconciled in the arms of love, with no
unfinished business. But, happily, there’s time still
after death for this to happen for those of us who
aren’t so lucky and who end up dying with some
bitterness, anger, wound, and frustration still gnawing
away.
Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser. He
can be contacted through his website, www.ronrolheiser.com. Follow
on Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser.

GO MAKE DISCIPLES- PRAYER
FOR RENEWAL CAMPAIGN
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP will
be launching a new Archdiocesan
Mission Plan
on 12th December,
the Feast of
Our Lady of Guadalupe,
the Star of the New Evangelisation.
The new plan is aimed at renewing
our parishes as places of encounter
with the living Christ and centres of
evangelisation and outreach to our
community in love and mercy.
In the weeks and months ahead we
hope you will join us in an
Archdiocesan-wide prayer
campaign beginning on the
Feast of All Saints (1st November),
calling on the Holy Spirit, to prepare
the hearts of each of us and of all
our parishes and Eucharistic
communities to receive anew the
fire of God’s love and the desire to
be ever more faithful witnesses of
Jesus Christ.
Please join us by praying the
attached prayer together
• at the end of each Mass,
• in your prayer group, and
• in your homes.
For more information contact
Parish Renewal Team at the
Sydney Centre for Evangelisation,
Archdiocese of Sydney on
9390 5307 or
elizabeth.arblaster@sydneycatholic.org
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WEEKEND MASSES

Saturday ………………………….5.00pm
Sunday ………………..9.00am & 6.00pm
69 persons in total (plus essential
people) are able to attend a mass
Registration for Saturday 5pm &
Sunday 9am by calling the
Marist Sisters 9799 2034 9.30am-3.30pm Monday-Friday only.
Please book for a month at a time to
lessen the number of phone calls
needed.
For Sunday 6pm—no booking needed
for now, but if number reaches 69 the
doors will be closed.
WEEKDAY MASSES
Wednesday, Thursday …….9.00am
Friday ……………………..….9.15am
 No registration needed
 Use courtyard side door
 Each person provides name and contact
details.
PLEASE WRITE NAME AND PHONE NUMBER
CLEARLY AND LEGIBLY
 Use only front half of Church and pews
marked ‘SIT HERE’

RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4.30pm—4.50pm
(if attending Mass after Reconciliation remember
to register) If attending for Reconciliation, you
also need to leave your name and contact details
=====================================

Please fill up seating spaces from the
front of the church when you enter for
Mass as this helps with cleaning
===============================
National Coronavirus Helpline
1800 020 080 (operates 24/7)

Download the COVIDSafe app today to keep yourself and your
community safe by helping our health workers to notify you
quickly if you’ve come in contact with someone who has
Coronavirus.
With your privacy protected by law, COVIDSafe keeps a
secure note of other users you’ve been near if
you have to go out. So, if they test positive for
Coronavirus, you’ll be notified. It’ll help us stop
the spread sooner, so we can all get back to
the things we love.

CHECKING CURRENT COVID-19 RESTRICTIONS

You can check current COVID 19 restrictions
and their impact on sacraments such as
weddings, baptisms and funerals on
the Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney website:
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirusfrequently-asked-questions/
or the NSW government website:
https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-canand-cant-do-under-rules regularly for any
changes that may happen.
Please check regularly, especially if you are to
celebrate a sacrament as restrictions can change
before the date.
Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network
What is the Pope’s Worldwide Prayer
Network?
The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of
Prayer) addresses the challenges facing humanity and
assists the mission of the Church. We pray and work
to meet the challenges of the world identified by the
Pope in his monthly intentions, while walking a
spiritual path called the “Way of the Heart.”
NOVEMBER
Artificial Intelligence
We pray that the progress of robotics and artificial
intelligence may always serve mankind.

COVID-19 update
From Friday 23 October, restrictions have been eased
to admit up to 300 people in places of worship
(except for weddings and funerals) but the 4m2 rule
still remains.
So the number of people allowed in St Joan of
Arc Church under that 4m2 rule also remains at

69

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has
a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.
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MARY, UNDOER
OF KNOTS
This painting of
Mary our Mother
as the “Undoer of
Knots”, is a
favourite image of
Pope Francis’.

Charitable Works Fund (CWF)
Parish Appeal
7 & 8 November 2020
Your donation will help those most vulnerable
in Sydney - including our local Aboriginal
community, as well as single mothers facing
homelessness, people struggling with mental
health issues and many others.
Appeal envelopes will be provided for your use
so please keep an eye out for them. You can
also make a donation and find out more at
www.ourfaithourworks.org/cwf
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
CHRISTMAS CARDS
Now available
$5 per packet 10
ST VINCENT DE PAUL
2021 Columban Art Calendars
$10 each
These make ideal Christmas gifts and both

CCareline is here to help 13 18 19
8am—6pm Monday to Friday
CCareline.org
Our Catholic newspaper

is now available for parishioners to take home
free or for a gold coin donation.
This newspaper provides you with the opportunity to
learn more about what is happening locally, in other
regions or states and overseas in the Catholic
Church.

Please have a look! Take one home

Do you have any
“knots” in your life
that you wish were
not there? Prayer
is a perfect way to
ask for them to be
“untied” or
“undone” , prayer to Mary in particular.

Some of you may remember we joined St Joan of Arc
School in this in 2016 and the school has done it
again this year 2020, a year of knots; a perfect time
to repeat this beautiful tradition.

We all have situations in our lives that could be
classed as knots – a relationship that is challenging,
an anxiety, a sick relative or neighbour, a problem
we face as individuals, as families, as a community.
These are all “knots” present in our lives that need
“untying” in order for us to let go of them and let God
in to help heal them. According to our faith, we
believe that Mary intercedes for us to God.

There is a blank calico strip in a basket at the door.
You are welcome to take a strip and to write on it a
prayer or a keyword to Mary asking her to undo your
knot. You do not have to include your family name if
you prefer not to. Then you are invited to tie it to the
panel in the Mother Teresa courtyard and perhaps
say a Hail Mary or pray a decade of the Rosary
asking Mary to take your prayer to Jesus for the
undoing of the ’knot’.

Remember that as a faith community we believe
that Mary’s intercession will help heal the knots of our
lives.

The release of Laudato Si’ by Pope Francis in 2015 was hailed as a major milestone for ecology and environmental action across the world: the encyclical
offers a framework for Catholics to both understand the contemporary climate
crisis and take action. In this timely and interactive event,
Dr Celia Deane-Drummond (Laudato Si’ Institute, Oxford) (Link confirmed on registration)
and Fr. Peter Smith (Sydney Catholic Archdiocese), discuss the successes, challenges, and possibilities of Catholic responses to the climate crisis. Dr Deane-

MASS FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS
This year the Mass for Expectant Mothers will be celebrated on
Saturday 12th December at 12 noon and will be celebrated by
Bishop Richard Umbers at St Mary’s Cathedral.
Each expectant mother and her unborn child will receive an
individual blessing from Bishop Umbers, as well as a small gift
from the Life, Marriage & Family Team.
REGISTRATIONS: sydneycatholic.eventsair.com/smcmass/

massformothers/Site/Register

NOVEMBER MASSES
Mass offerings for November Masses for the Faithful
Departed can be placed in the red box outside the sacristy.
Names will be displayed on the wall as you enter the
Church .
Because a priest is limited to accepting one offering a day for
Mass intentions, it isn’t possible for me to offer all the
Masses requested, so those I cannot offer I will forward
either to the Archdiocese for distribution to priests who can
offer them, or to missionary orders whose mission priests can
benefit from the offering.
Fr Phil

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP UPDATE

MODERN SLAVERY ACT 2018
We wrote to the Premier about the importance of implementing the Modern Slavery Act
2018. A response was received from the Premier’s Parliamentary Secretary advising of
the State Government’s commitment to practical efforts to combat modern slavery.
More recently there have been further developments and Archbishop Fisher issued a
media release welcoming the Government’s plans to commence the legislation. The
media release refers to the Government’s plans to:
- appoint a NSW Anti-Slavery Commissioner;
- amend the legislation to give victims of modern slavery access to recognition
payments; and
- the establishment of a Working Group, including the Anti-Slavery Commissioner and
representatives from the NSW Police to consider ways of better protecting potential
victims.
This is very welcome news. A copy of the press release can be found at
https://www.cathnews.com/media-releases/2365-200929-sydney-archdiocesearchbishop-fisher-welcomes-nsw-government-s-plans-to-address-modern-slavery/file
ST VINCENT DE PAUL BUILD HOMES BUILD HOPE PETITION
Over 90 parishioners signed the petition which urges the State Government to build
5000 new social housing dwellings each year for the next 10 years to reduce
homelessness and housing stress in NSW. 10,000 signatures are required to allow a
debate in the NSW Parliament about the need for more social housing. We’ve been
advised that the Society is now very close to the required number of signatures.
Thanks everyone for your support.
NEXT MEETING
Thursday, 12 November at 7.30pm.
Please contact Margaret Cassidy for details on 0419 266 469 or
alkemaile@bigpond.com

COVID-19 UPDATED REGULATIONS 4 August 2020
FACE MASKS
WEARING OF FACE MASKS WHEN IN CROWDED PLACES, INCLUDING PLACES OF WORSHIP, IS NOW
RECOMMENDED.
Because we remain together for over 30 minutes at Mass, please bring and wear a face mask when
coming to Mass. Remember that the primary precautions are still hand sanitising and distancing.
HAND SANITISING PLEASE USE THE HAND SANITISER THAT IS AVAILABLE AT THE CHURCH DOOR.
DISTANCING PLEASE STAY 1.5 metres FROM THE NEXT PERSON AT ALL TIMES. That means all around
you, not just side to side. This applies when at your place in a pew or when processing to receive Holy
Communion. The only people who can sit closer than 1.5 m are people from the same household. That
DOES NOT include family members who live elsewhere!
ALSO—PLEASE DO NOT CONGREGATE BEFORE OR AFTER MASS ANYWHERE INSIDE OR OUTSIDE THE
CHURCH. If you need to speak to someone call them by phone when you get home.
ARE YOU FEELING UNWELL?
You will be asked this question when you prepare to enter the Church.
If you are feeling unwell you will be told that you need to return home. Please do so.
If you are, in fact, unwell, please stay home in the first place and contact your GP.
REMINDER.
If you are 70 years of age or older, it is recommended that you stay at home.
DISPENSATION FROM THE SUNDAY OBLIGATION REMAINS IN FORCE TILL FURTHER NOTICE.
———————————————-

COVID-19 REGOLAMENTO AGGIORNATO – 4 AGOSTO 2020
MASCHERE
INDOSSATE LE MASCHERE QUANDO VI TROVATE IN LUOGHI AFFOLLATI, COMPRESI I LUOGHI DI
ADORAZIONE.
Poiché restiamo insieme per oltre 30 minuti alla Messa, per favore, portate e indossate una maschera
quando venite alla Messa.
Ricordate che le precauzioni principali continuano ad essere sanificazione delle mani e distanziamento
tra le persone.
SANIFICAZIONE DELLE MANI
SIETE PREGATI DI UTILIZZARE IL SANIFICANTE DISPONIBILE AL ENTRATA DELLA CHIESA.
DISTANZA
MANTENETE 1.5m di distanza fra tutte le persone IN QUALSIASI MOMENTO.
Ciò significa in tutte le direzioni intorno a voi, non solo da un lato all'altro. Questo vale quando
siete al vostro posto in un banco o quando vi mettete in fila per ricevere la Santa Comunione.
Solo le persone della stessa famiglia possono sedersi più vicino di 1,5 m. Ciò NON INCLUDE i
familiari che vivono altrove!
PER FAVORE, NON CONGREGARE PRIMA O DOPO LA MESSA NÉ DALL'INTERNO NÉ ALL'ESTERNO
DELLA CHIESA.
Se avete bisogno di parlare con qualcuno, chiamateli al telefono quando ritornate a casa.
STATE BENE O MALE?
Vi verrà posta questa domanda quando vi preparate ad entrare nella Chiesa.
Se non vi sentite bene sarete avvisati di tornare a casa. Per favore fatelo.
Se, in fatti, non vi sentite bene, vi preghiamo di rimanere a casa e contattare il vostro medico di
famiglia.
PROMEMORIA. Se siete di 70 anni o di più, siete consigliati di rimanere a casa.
DURANTE QUESTO PERIODO, SIETE DISPENSATI DALL’OBBLIGO DI PARTECIPARE ALLA MESSA
DOMENICALE

A reading from the book of Wisdom 6:12-16
Wisdom is bright, and does not grow dim.
By those who love her she is readily seen,
and found by those who look for her.
Quick to anticipate those who desire her,
she makes herself known to them.
Watch for her early and you will have no trouble;
you will find her sitting at your gates.
Even to think about her is understanding fully grown;
be on the alert for her and
anxiety will quickly leave you.
She herself walks about looking for those
who are worthy of her
and graciously shows herself to them as they go,
in every thought of theirs coming to meet them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 62:2-8
R. My soul is thirsting for you O Lord my God.
O God, you are my God, for you I long;
for you my soul is thirsting.
My body pines for you
like a dry, weary land without water. R.
So I gaze on you in the sanctuary
to see your strength and your glory.
For your love is better than life,
my lips will speak your praise. R.
So I will bless you all my life,
in your name I will lift up my hands.
My soul shall be filled as with a banquet,
my mouth shall praise you with joy. R.
On my bed I remember you.
On you I muse through the night
for you have been my help;
in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. R.
A reading from the first letter of
St Paul to the Thessalonians 4:13-18
We want you to be quite certain, brothers, about those
who have died, to make sure that you do not grieve
about them, like the other people who have no hope.
We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and that it
will be the same for those who have died in Jesus: God
will bring them with him.
We can tell you this from the Lord's own teaching, that
any of us who are left alive until the Lord's coming will
not have any advantage over those who have died. At

the trumpet of God, the voice of the archangel will call
out the command and the Lord himself will come down
from heaven; those who have died in Christ will be the
first to rise, and then those of us who are still alive will be
taken up in the clouds, together with them, to meet the
Lord in the air. So we shall stay with the Lord for ever.
With such thoughts as these you should comfort one
another..
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation Matthew 24:42, 44

Alleluia, alleluia!
Be watchful and ready:
you know not when the Son of Man is coming.
Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Matthew 25:1-13
Jesus told this parable to his disciples: 'The kingdom of
heaven will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps
and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were
foolish and five were sensible: the foolish ones did take
their lamps, but they brought no oil, whereas the
sensible ones took flasks
of oil as well as their
lamps. The bridegroom
was late, and they all
grew drowsy and fell
asleep. But at midnight
there was a cry, "The
bridegroom is here! Go
out and meet him." At
this, all those
bridesmaids woke up and
trimmed their lamps, and
the foolish ones said to
the sensible ones, "Give
us some of your oil: our lamps are going out." But they
replied, "There may not be enough for us and for you;
you had better go to those who sell it and buy some for
yourselves." They had gone off to buy it when the
bridegroom arrived. Those who were ready went in with
him to the wedding hall and the door was closed. The
other bridesmaids arrived later. "Lord, Lord," they said,
"open the door for us." But he replied, "I tell you
solemnly, I do not know you." So stay awake, because
you do not know either the day or the hour.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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ROSTER for NEXT week: 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture Readings:
First Reading:
Proverbs
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians
Gospel:
Matthew

31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
5:1-6
25:14-30

Saturday 5pm Mass:
Reader: Maria Del Vecchio
Computer: Greg Hill
Cantor : Paul O,Connell
Cleaning: Rita Raco
Sunday 9.00am Mass:
Reader: Tracey Baxter
Computer: Harry Albani
Cantor: Dominque Marturia / Chris Molloy
Cleaning: Frank Capra & family

Sunday 6.00pm Mass:
Reader: Kate Svoboda
Computer: TBA
Cantor: TBA
Cleaning: Kate Svoboda

Monday 9th November
The Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
Tuesday 10th November
St Leo the Great
Wednesday 11th November
St Martin of Tours

Thursday 12th November
St Josaphat
LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Recently Deceased: Gianna Fradel, Michele Civitella, Lucia
Terranova, Pietro Petruzzella, Teresa Manno, Filippo Mediati, Pietrina
Gorga, Carmela Girgenti, Vincenza Chessari, Carmela Catania, Rita
Martin, Lucia Pedavoli, Franca Romano, Antonio Sulfaro, Concetta
Nolimaio, Carmelo Abbate,
Rest in Peace:
Mary Attard, Pietro Petruzzella, Maria Scappin,
Connie Maling, Carmela Cutrufello, Valentina Mannino, Giuseppe
D’Agostino, Concettina Di Bello, John Carey, Giovanni Tama, Franca
Romano, Antonio Cardillo, Dominic & Catherine Sidoti, Mark Ingham,
Madge Dorman, Emma Power, Maria Gullo, Antonio Di Gori,
Andreana Marchese, Joe Scardilli, Domenico Nicita, Concetta
Cardillo, Marco Monaco, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico
Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi,
Lattari & Aversa families, John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino
Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria Lavecchia,
Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,
Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley,
Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc,
Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

Reflection
“Stay awake, because you do not know either the day or the hour.”
The Boxing Day tsunami of 2004 was a devastating tragedy which
took thousands of lives, with whole communities destroyed. There
are many stories of animals behaving strangely before the tsunami
struck. Elephants, dogs and cats, even flamingos are said to have
given signs of alarm and gone into hiding, or onto higher ground in
order to save themselves. Scientists deny that animals have any
kind of “sixth sense”, but agree that the more finely tuned senses of
sight, hearing and scent in many animals may alert them to changes
in the atmosphere long before humans become aware that danger
threatens.
While humans don’t have more than five senses either, and those
are often far more blunt than animal senses, the Bible teaches that
we are made in the image and likeness of God, and thus have a built
-in capacity for intuiting the things of faith and God’s presence in our
lives. This is what the first reading describes as wisdom. It is part of
our spiritual DNA, as it were, but unlike the heightened sense of
animals, it isn’t just an automatic reaction on the part of humans
when faced with the divine. It will stay dormant unless we are open
to the possibility of there being a God who wants to be in a mutually
loving relationship with us. There are people who go through life
never apparently feeling a need for or interest in God. There are
others who are brought up in a faith community and learn all about
God, but as a distant notion, without much relevance to their daily
lives. There are also those who have an active faith, but see it as
confined to matters they consider religious. Human life, from this
perspective, is divided into the sacred and the secular spheres. God
inhabits the holy sphere and it is there that we must look for and pay
attention to God. The rest is just “the world”, and not worth bothering
about.
But in joining the human race as one like us in all things but sin,
Jesus inhabited every aspect of human life. There is no part of our
experiences, good or bad, where Jesus is absent. So the main
message of the parable of the foolish and wise bridesmaids is not
just about being alert to the coming of Christ on judgement day, or
even on the day of our own death. It’s about having the senses of
our soul finely tuned in order to detect God’s presence in all aspects
of our human living. In that sense any and every moment is the one
in which the bridegroom announces his arrival to those awake and
alert enough to notice and recognize him.
This also means that God’s presence around us requires a response
on our part. Matthew’s Gospel tells us that when Christ demands an
account of our lives on judgement day, we will not be asked about
our liturgical correctness or our enthusiasm for religious observance.
We will be asked if we fed those who were hungry, clothed those
who were naked, were compassionate with those sick and in prison
and welcomed the stranger. Our capacity to “touch the suffering
flesh of Christ in others”, as Pope Francis has said, is the proof of
our wisdom.
Christ is present to us in the sacraments, which are signs that make
real what they signify. They do so by enabling us to embody in the
way we live what they carry within them. We receive sacraments of
healing and restoring, sacraments of loving union, of a call to
relationship with God and transformative service of our world. These
sacramental signs bear fruit through our own compassion, our
willingness, as Pope Francis has said, to be “revolutionaries of
tenderness”. This is the oil that keeps the lamp of faith alight in the
world.
There is a need for prayer, for mature thinking and for worship in our
lives. These are the signs of living faith. There is also a need for
compassion. We cannot rely on others to do our loving for us. God’s
grace gives each of us the capacity to grow and live in love. The
more we exercise our capacity for detecting and responding to
Christ’s daily invitations, the more alert we will be to the “still, small
voice” that calls us. God’s amazing grace makes it possible for us
not only to have our lamps ready, but ourselves to become the light
of the world. That’s certainly worth staying awake for.
The Living Word

Ai tempi di Gesù la sposa
aspettava nella casa dei
genitori l’arrivo dello sposo.
Dopo il tramonto del sole, lo
sposo arrivava con un corteo
nuziale per portarla nella sua
casa. Alcune damigelle
seguivano la sposa. Diverse
ragioni potevano causare il
ritardo dello sposo come, per
esempio, lunghi discorsi con i
genitori della sposa sui doni e
sulla dote. Il tirare in lungo le
trattative era di buon
auspicio. Ma non è lo stesso per le spose di cui si parla nel
Vangelo di oggi. Qui si tratta infatti del ritorno di Cristo e
tutto è riassunto nelle ultime parole: “Vegliate, dunque,
perché non sapete né il giorno né l’ora”, cioè: “Siate
pronte per l’arrivo di Cristo”. Così la parabola delle vergini
poteva cominciare con questa frase: “Per il regno dei cieli
accadrà come per le dieci vergini che uscirono, con le loro
lampade, incontro allo sposo”. Agli occhi di Gesù, è saggio
chi veglia, cioè chi pensa sempre, nel suo animo, al giorno
del ritorno del Signore e all’ora della propria morte, chi
vive ogni giorno nell’amicizia di Dio, nella grazia
santificante, e chi si rialza subito se, per debolezza, cade.
Allora “Vegliate”, perché nessuno, all’infuori di Dio,
conosce il giorno e l’ora
Dal libro della Sapienza 6,12-16
La sapienza è splendida e non sfiorisce,
facilmente si lascia vedere da coloro che la amano
e si lascia trovare da quelli che la cercano.
Nel farsi conoscere previene coloro che la desiderano.
Chi si alza di buon mattino per cercarla non si affaticherà,
la troverà seduta alla sua porta.
Riflettere su di lei, infatti, è intelligenza perfetta,
chi veglia a causa sua sarà presto senza affanni;
poiché lei stessa va in cerca di quelli che sono degni di lei,
appare loro benevola per le strade
e in ogni progetto va loro incontro.
Parola di Dio
Salmo responsoriale Sal 62
Ha sete di te, Signore, l’anima mia.
O Dio, tu sei il mio Dio,
dall’aurora io ti cerco,
ha sete di te l’anima mia,
desidera te la mia carne
in terra arida, assetata, senz’acqua.
Così nel santuario ti ho contemplato,
guardando la tua potenza e la tua gloria.
Poiché il tuo amore vale più della vita,
le mie labbra canteranno la tua lode.
Così ti benedirò per tutta la vita:
nel tuo nome alzerò le mie mani.
Come saziato dai cibi migliori,
con labbra gioiose ti loderà la mia bocca.

Quando nel mio letto di te mi ricordo
e penso a te nelle veglie notturne,
a te che sei stato il mio aiuto,
esulto di gioia all’ombra delle tue ali.
Dalla prima lettera di
san Paolo apostolo ai Tessalonicési 4,13-18
Non vogliamo, fratelli, lasciarvi nell’ignoranza a proposito
di quelli che sono morti, perché non siate tristi come gli
altri che non hanno speranza. Se infatti crediamo che Gesù
è morto e risorto, così anche Dio, per mezzo di Gesù,
radunerà con lui coloro che sono morti.
Sulla parola del Signore infatti vi diciamo questo: noi, che
viviamo e che saremo ancora in vita alla venuta del
Signore, non avremo alcuna precedenza su quelli che sono
morti. Perché il Signore stesso, a un ordine, alla voce
dell’arcangelo e al suono della tromba di Dio, discenderà
dal cielo. E prima risorgeranno i morti in Cristo; quindi noi,
che viviamo e che saremo ancora in vita, verremo rapiti
insieme con loro nelle nubi, per andare incontro al Signore
in alto, e così per sempre saremo con il Signore.
Confortatevi dunque a vicenda con queste parole.
Parola di Dio.
Canto al Vangelo Mt 24,42.44
Alleluia, alleluia.
Vegliate e tenetevi pronti,
perché, nell’ora che non immaginate,
viene il Figlio dell’uomo.
Alleluia.
+ Dal Vangelo secondo Matteo 25,1-13
In quel tempo, Gesù disse ai suoi discepoli questa parabola:
«Il regno dei cieli sarà simile a dieci vergini che presero le
loro lampade e uscirono incontro allo sposo. Cinque di esse
erano stolte e cinque sagge; le stolte presero le loro
lampade, ma non presero con sé l’olio; le sagge invece,
insieme alle loro lampade, presero anche l’olio in piccoli
vasi. Poiché lo sposo tardava, si assopirono tutte e si
addormentarono.
A mezzanotte si alzò un grido: “Ecco lo sposo! Andategli
incontro!”. Allora tutte quelle vergini si destarono e
prepararono le loro lampade. Le stolte dissero alle sagge:
“Dateci un po’ del vostro olio, perché le nostre lampade si
spengono”. Le sagge risposero: “No, perché non venga a
mancare a noi e a voi; andate piuttosto dai venditori e
compratevene”.
Ora, mentre quelle andavano a comprare l’olio, arrivò lo
sposo e le vergini che erano pronte entrarono con lui alle
nozze, e la porta fu chiusa. Più tardi arrivarono anche le
altre vergini e incominciarono a dire: “Signore, signore,
aprici!”. Ma egli rispose: “In verità io vi dico: non vi
conosco”.
Vegliate dunque, perché non sapete né il giorno né l’ora».
Parola del Signore
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ONLINE RESOURCES
DAILY REFLECTIONS/MASS/INFORMATION
1. Lord's Prayer at midday for an end to the COVID-19 pandemic with His Grace Archbishop Anthony Fisher
https://www.facebook.com/anthonyfisherop/videos/2879218758821564/
(less than one minute)
2. Coronavirus Updates https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/
3. MASS ONLINE
At St Mary’s Cathedral
https://www.stmaryscathedral.org.au/
at St Francis Xavier Lavender bay, Sydney at 8am everyday (except Sat)
http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand

At St Patrick’s, Church Hill
https://stpatschurchhill.org/
From Melbourne
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass
4. Vatican mass
https://shalomworld.org/specialevent/daily-mass
5pm with Pope Francis
10am previous day's mass
5. St Joseph Camperdown, near RPA, Sydney
www.stjosephscamperdown.org.au/live-streaming/
or on their Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/StJosephCamperdown/

6. “Mass for You at Home” is broadcast on Channel 10 each Sunday from 6am.
(This is repeated during the week at different times on Aurora Channel on Foxtel.
7. Mass in Italian is broadcast each Sunday from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church.
8. A spirituality for strange times
Brendan McManus SJ draws on the wisdom of St Ignatius, the founder of the Jesuits, to formulate his ten tips for dealing
with the Covid-19 crisis. With Jim Deeds he shares a down-to-earth approach to spirituality that follows the example of
Ignatius who urged his fellow companions and the people of his time to ‘find God in all things’
https://www.jesuit.ie/news/a-spirituality-for-strange-times/
9. The Australian Council of Churches has invited Christians to join in prayer at 7.00pm each night (7.00pm is 1900 hours for
COVID-19).
=====================================================================================================

SUGGESTIONS FOR PRAYER
Read the readings of the Sunday from the parish website or other online resources or from
your Sunday Missal – make it a short liturgy of the word. Make up your own prayers of the
Faithful – conclude with the Our Father and maybe other favourite prayers.
· Use different Websites/Apps for prayer:
Pray as you Go - https://pray-as-you-go.org/
The God Minute - https://www.thegodminute.org/
Sacred Space - https://www.sacredspace.ie/
Click to Pray - https://clicktopray.org/
Jamberoo Abbey - https://www.jamberooabbey.org.au/prayer

