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  VINNIES  
  COVID-19 
  WINTER  APPEAL 
 

You can help families impacted by COVID-19 to pay their 
bills, put food on the table and keep a roof over their head. 
 
 
 
 
 
All donations of $2 and over are tax-deductible 

$48 Can help feed a family for a     

   day if they are unable to access 

   adequate food due to the crisis 

$116 Can help keep the power on   

    when  a family cannot afford their  

    bill because of job loss       

$340 Can support someone adversely  

    impacted by the current crisis  

$857 Can help keep a roof over a  

    family’s head during times of  

    crisis       

DONATE TODAY: 

VINNIES.ORG.AU 

13 18 12 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SCAM ALERT 

We have been advised that  

parishioners have received 

emails requesting donations 

PLEASE NOTE THAT WE WILL NOT ASK 

YOU TO DONATE VIA EMAIL 

 

Please remember to fill 

in all the details in every 

relevant field. 



 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 1:1-11  
 
In my earlier work, Theophilus, I dealt with everything Jesus had 
done and taught from the beginning until the day he gave his 
instructions to the apostles he had chosen through the Holy Spirit, 
and was taken up to heaven. He had shown himself alive to them 
after his Passion by many demonstrations: for forty days he had 
continued to appear to them and tell them about the kingdom of 
God. When he had been at table with them, he had told them not 
to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for what the Father had 
promised. 'It is' he had said 'what you have heard me speak 
about: John baptised with water but you, not many days from now, 
will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.' 
Now having met together, they asked him, 'Lord, has the time 
come? Are you going to restore the kingdom to Israel?' He replied, 
'It is not for you to know times or dates that the Father has 
decided by his own authority, but you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit comes on you, and then you will be my witnesses not 
only in Jerusalem but throughout Judaea and Samaria, and 
indeed to the ends of the earth.' 
As he said this he was lifted 
up while they looked on, and 
a cloud took him from their 
sight. They were still staring 
into the sky when suddenly 
two men in white were 
standing near them and they 
said, 'Why are you men from 
Galilee standing here looking 
into the sky? Jesus who has 
been taken up from you into 
heaven, this same Jesus will 
come back in the same way 
as you have seen him go there.' 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 46:2-3, 6-9  
 
R. God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 
All peoples, clap your hands, 
cry to God with shouts of joy! 
For the Lord, the Most High, we must fear, 
great king over all the earth. R. 
 
God goes up with shouts of joy; 
the Lord goes up with trumpet blast. 
Sing praise for God, sing praise, 
sing praise to our king, sing praise. R. 
 
God is king of all the earth. 
Sing praise with all your skill. 
God is king over the nations; 
God reigns on his holy throne. R. 
 
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians 1:17-23  
 
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, give 
you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what is revealed, to bring 

you to full knowledge of him. May he enlighten the eyes of your 
mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for you, what rich 
glories he has promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely 
great is the power that he has exercised for us believers. This you 
can tell from the strength of his power at work in Christ, when he 
used it to raise him from the dead and to make him sit at his right 
hand, in heaven, far above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or 
Domination, or any other name that can be named, not only in this 
age, but also in the age to come. He has put all things under his 
feet, and made him as the ruler of everything, the head of the 
Church; which is his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole 
creation. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation Matthew 28:19, 20 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 28:16-20  
 
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain where 
Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw him they fell 
down before him, though some hesitated. Jesus came up and 
spoke to them. He said, 'All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Go, therefore, make disciples of all the nations; 
baptise them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, and teach them to observe all the commands I gave 
you. And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.' 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

© Liturgia Liturgy Brisbane 2019 

Can you Help? 
Some people are not only 
having to deal with 
COVID19, some are also 
having to  deal with life or 
death as well.  One such 
person is Roberto 
Tramarin, who has a child 
at our parish school of St 
Joan of Arc.   

Roberto was diagnosed with advanced lymphoma two 
years ago. The chemo treatment he received was initially 
successful but tests have now revealed a relapse of his 
condition, and Roberto will now need a bone marrow 
transplant which is going to be done in June. 
If you would like to help in any way, here is the link. 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/roberto039s-family-
needs-your-help?
utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-
tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet  

https://www.gofundme.com/f/roberto039s-family-needs-your-help?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/roberto039s-family-needs-your-help?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/roberto039s-family-needs-your-help?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet
https://www.gofundme.com/f/roberto039s-family-needs-your-help?utm_source=customer&utm_medium=copy_link-tip&utm_campaign=p_cp+share-sheet


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Reflection 
 

“May he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see what 
hope his call holds for you.” 

 
Spring days are such a relief after the cold and wet of winter. They 
create the opportunity for a time when we sit and pause to look 
around us. The green shoots of the new life by which we are 
surrounded is encouraging and we might even feel the heat of the 
sun on our faces. Such signs of Easter have been with us since we 
celebrated that wonderful feast. Forty days later, the feast of the 
Ascension of the Lord is a time when it is good, perhaps, to sit in a 
graveyard and reflect on those we have loved and who have gone 
before us. There we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses. 
In a local churchyard we see the graves and rediscover the 
memories of families, friends other members of the parish 
community and those we have known and loved. All have 
influenced our lives in different ways. Some memories may be joyful 
and evoke memories of love, care and friendship. Others might be 
more painful as we recall friction, arguments and breakdowns of 
relationships. Yet all are part of our lives and many belong to the 
great cloud of Christian witnesses who have lived their faith as best 
they can amidst all the vagaries and crooked lines which make up 
daily life. 
All these lives can be entrusted to God who redeems the world and 
promises the creation of a new heaven and a new earth. This feast 
is full of hope and joy. The Ascension of the Lord is a feast on which 
ascension is the promise of an inheritance which is given to those 
who believe in him, whether throughout their lives or only at the very 
end. We can enter into the mystery of Christ’s death, resurrection 
and ascension to the right hand of the Father. 
When Jesus ascends into heaven, there is the temptation to think 
that he has left us. We might then think of absence rather than 
presence. The mystery of this feast is that it is more about presence 
than absence. Jesus ascends into heaven to sit at the right hand of 
the Father. The Holy Spirit is sent into our hearts so that we can 
respond to the invitation of God and follow Jesus who is the way, 
the truth and the life. Christ remains ever present to us through the 
Holy Spirit and walks with us on our pilgrimage of life. He is closer 
to us than ourselves. 
Christ remains present in his body which is the Church. He gives us 
his word in the scriptures and tradition of the Church and is close to 
us whenever we read the Bible. He is most closely present to us in 
his body and blood in Holy Communion. Today we can rejoice in his 
presence rather than lament his absence. His final command to his 
disciples is to go forth and spread the Gospel to the ends of the 
world. At baptism we become members of the Church, members of 
his body and are promised an inheritance with the saints in heaven. 
This feast gives hope to those who are dying or bereaved. It reveals 
to us the promise of life in heaven. It promises the mercy of God 
and the forgiveness of sins when we recognize them and repent. It 
promises that God will never abandon us, even though we may 
abandon God. We can trust that God remains open to our changes 
and conversion unless we finally refuse this gift. 
This feast also looks forward and prepares us for the feast of 
Pentecost when we celebrate the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. We 
can look towards heaven and see the way in which the Holy Spirit 
proceeds from the Father and Son to draw us into the Father’s love. 
The Holy Spirit prompts us into finding ways to spread the Gospel. 
Often this will be through the witness of love lived out in families 
and small steps that build better relationships. In this way we 
become missionary disciples of Christ. We are asked to proclaim 
our faith. A word of hope, a word of encouragement, the small steps 
of love all give hope and speak of the promise we believe. Truly, the 
Ascension of the Lord is a feast when we can rejoice with the great 
cloud of witnesses who have gone before us.  

The Living Word 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased: Mario Carlucci, Domenico Catalano, Giovanni 
Musumeci, Eileen Colreavy, Eric Armstrong, Ilario Furlan, Paola 
Sorrenti, Agatha Calcagno, Giuseppina Conti, Raffaella Ivasic, 
Salvatore Tornatore, Giuseppe Della-Putta, Giuseppina Bombara 
 
Rest in Peace:    Maria Gullo, Antonio Di Gori, Andreana Marchese, 
Joe Scardilli, Domenico Nicita, Carmela Di Bartolo, Concetta Cardillo, 
Marco Angeloni, Nicola Lattari, Giuseppe Donato, Conte Family, 
Enna Franco. Maria Cardillo, Marco Monaco, Shirley McInerney, Alfia 
& Angelo Torrisi, Jaime Valleio, Arena Family, Giuseppe Aversa, 
Giovanni & Serafino Bianco, Giovanni Cassino, Glorie Kelly, Barbara 
Mordente, Luigino De Domeneghi, Domenico & Olimpia Spadaro,  
Francesca & Maria Ricciardi, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, Domenico 
Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, 
Lattari & Aversa families,  John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino 
Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 
members of our community:  Roberto Tramarin, Vittoria Lavecchia, 
Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, 
Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, 
Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, 
Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  
without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

FEAST DAYS 

Monday 24th May 

Our Lady, Help of Christians 

Tuesday 26th May 

St Philip Neri 

eSAFETY 
The Archdiocese of Sydney recognises that 
staying safe online is something many 
adults, children and young people are 
concerned about. Technology is changing now 
more than ever, it is important that we can 
remain aware of potential online challenges.  
The Safeguarding Office wants to develop resources that will provide 
adults, children and young people with the knowledge and skills to 
help keep them safe online.  
They have developed a 5 minute CyberSafety Survey for adults and 
children to complete that will enable them to gain a better 
understanding about the knowledge adults, children and young 
people have about eSafety as well as develop resources.  
The CyberSafety Survey is made up of 26 questions, 13 of these 
questions are to be answered by adults and the other 11 questions 
are to be answered by children and young people. The survey is 
anonymous and will only take 5 minutes to complete, very quick and 
easy.  
We are encouraging as many people as possible to get involved, you 
don't have to have children in order to participate in the survey. The 
questions have been designed to be fun and gauge an individuals 
basic understanding of eSafety. They have also asked 
what specific resources adults, children and young people would like 
the Safeguarding Office to develop to help them better understand 
eSafety.  
 
CYBERSAFETY SURVEY LINK:  
 
 https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TC7CYQ3  

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TC7CYQ3


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

Il Signore risorto è ritornato nella 

Galilea pagana. È qui che egli aveva 

cominciato ad annunciare la 

conversione e il Vangelo del Regno (cf. 

Mt 4,15.17.23). È qui, in questo luogo 

di frontiera, che egli aveva dato 

appuntamento ai suoi discepoli, che si 

erano dispersi quando egli, il pastore, 

era stato ferito (cf. Mt 28,8-10). È 

ritornato sui luoghi dell’inizio, per dare 

loro la pienezza: il Risorto è la luce decisiva che rischiara 

tutti coloro che camminano nelle tenebre e nell’ombra 

della morte.  

Egli ha convocato i discepoli - in numero di undici - su 

una montagna, come all’inizio li aveva condotti sulla 

montagna, quando parlò loro per annunciare la via della 

felicità del regno dei cieli (cf. Mt 5,1). Dio ha anche 

convocato il popolo ai piedi del Sinai quando ha voluto 

fare di lui la sua “ekklesia” (cf. Es 19). Il Risorto è su 

questa montagna in Galilea, che simboleggia l’incontro 

tra il cielo e la terra, dichiarandosi, solennemente, come 

colui che ha ricevuto tutta l’autorità nei cieli e sulla terra 

(cf. Mt 28,18).  

Da questa montagna egli invia i discepoli - e in loro, e 

con loro, noi tutti che li seguiamo lungo la storia - a 

convocare la Chiesa per riunirla dai quattro punti 

cardinali del mondo nel regno; nessuno è escluso dalla 

parola e dalla partecipazione alla vita della famiglia 

divina: la comunione del battesimo con il Padre, il Figlio 

e lo Spirito Santo (cf. Mt 28,19-20).  

Oggi noi, come gli undici discepoli sulla montagna, lo 

adoriamo e riaffermiamo la nostra obbedienza al suo 

comando missionario. Egli sembra assente ma è in realtà 

sempre presente tra di noi (cf. Mt 28,20). È per questo 

che si è fatto uomo nel seno della Vergine Madre: per 

essere l’Emmanuele, il Dio con noi (cf. Mt 1,23), fino alla 

fine del mondo. 
 

Dagli Atti degli Apostoli 1,1-11  

 

Nel primo racconto, o Teòfilo, ho trattato di tutto quello 

che Gesù fece e insegnò dagli inizi fino al giorno in cui fu 

assunto in cielo, dopo aver dato disposizioni agli apostoli 

che si era scelti per mezzo dello Spirito Santo. 

Egli si mostrò a essi vivo, dopo la sua passione, con molte 

prove, durante quaranta giorni, apparendo loro e 

parlando delle cose riguardanti il regno di Dio. Mentre si 

trovava a tavola con essi, ordinò loro di non allontanarsi 

da Gerusalemme, ma di attendere l’adempimento della 

promessa del Padre, «quella – disse – che voi avete udito 

da me: Giovanni battezzò con acqua, voi invece, tra non 

molti giorni, sarete battezzati in Spirito Santo». 

Quelli dunque che erano con lui gli domandavano: 

«Signore, è questo il tempo nel quale ricostituirai il regno 

per Israele?». Ma egli rispose: «Non spetta a voi conoscere 

tempi o momenti che il Padre ha riservato al suo potere, 

ma riceverete la forza dallo Spirito Santo che scenderà su 

di voi, e di me sarete testimoni a Gerusalemme, in tutta la 

Giudea e la Samarìa e fino ai confini della terra». 

Detto questo, mentre lo guardavano, fu elevato in alto e 

una nube lo sottrasse ai loro occhi. Essi stavano fissando il 

cielo mentre egli se ne andava, quand’ecco due uomini in 

bianche vesti si presentarono a loro e dissero: «Uomini di 

Galilea, perché state a guardare il cielo? Questo Gesù, che 

di mezzo a voi è stato assunto in cielo, verrà allo stesso 

modo in cui l’avete visto andare in cielo». 

 

Parola di Dio  

Salmo responsoriale Sal 46 

 

Ascende il Signore tra canti di gioia. 

Popoli tutti, battete le mani!  

Acclamate Dio con grida di gioia, 

perché terribile è il Signore, l’Altissimo, 

grande re su tutta la terra. 

 

Ascende Dio tra le acclamazioni, 

il Signore al suono di tromba. 

Cantate inni a Dio, cantate inni, 

cantate inni al nostro re, cantate inni. 

 

Perché Dio è re di tutta la terra, 

cantate inni con arte. 

Dio regna sulle genti, 

Dio siede sul suo trono santo.  
  

Dalla lettera di san Paolo apostolo agli Efesìni 1,17-23  

 

Fratelli, il Dio del Signore nostro Gesù Cristo, il Padre 

della gloria, vi dia uno spirito di sapienza e di rivelazione 

per una profonda conoscenza di lui; illumini gli occhi del 

vostro cuore per farvi comprendere a quale speranza vi 

ha chiamati, quale tesoro di gloria racchiude la sua 

eredità fra i santi e qual è la straordinaria grandezza della 

sua potenza verso di noi, che crediamo, secondo 

l’efficacia della sua forza e del suo vigore. 

Egli la manifestò in Cristo, 

quando lo risuscitò dai morti 

e lo fece sedere alla sua destra nei cieli, 

al di sopra di ogni Principato e Potenza, 

al di sopra di ogni Forza e Dominazione 

e di ogni nome che viene nominato 

non solo nel tempo presente ma anche in quello futuro. 

Tutto infatti egli ha messo sotto i suoi piedi 

e lo ha dato alla Chiesa come capo su tutte le cose: 

essa è il corpo di lui, 

la pienezza di colui che è il perfetto compimento di tutte 

le cose. 

 

Parola di Dio  
 

Canto al Vangelo Mt 28,19.20 

 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Andate e fate discepoli tutti i popoli, dice il Signore. 

Ecco, io sono con voi tutti i giorni, 

fino alla fine del mondo. 

 

Alleluia.  
 

+ Dal Vangelo secondo Matteo 28,16-20  

 

In quel tempo, gli undici discepoli andarono in Galilea, 

sul monte che Gesù aveva loro indicato.  

Quando lo videro, si prostrarono. Essi però dubitarono. 

Gesù si avvicinò e disse loro: «A me è stato dato ogni 

potere in cielo e sulla terra. Andate dunque e fate 

discepoli tutti i popoli, battezzandoli nel nome del Padre 

e del Figlio e dello Spirito Santo, insegnando loro a 

osservare tutto ciò che vi ho comandato. Ed ecco, io 

sono con voi tutti i giorni, fino alla fine del mondo». 

 

Parola del Signore 
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To help others find help,                
1. Download the CCareline 
App today from the App 
Sotre or Google Play 2. 
Select ‘Refer a Friend 3. 
Send an info sheet and 
request a callback 4. For a 
crisis situation select 

CCareline is here to help  
13 18 19 
8am—8pm Monday to Friday 

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone 
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Prayer Resources during time of Pandemic 
The Archdiocese of Sydney has a dedicated webpage with 
prayers and scriptural reflections to help nurture your faith 
during these difficult times. You’ll find the webpage here-        
                    
 https://www.sydneycatholic.org/coronavirus-updates/prayer-
resources-for-the-coronavirus-pandemic/ 

Donations of personal hygiene products are urgently sought 
for Care Packages being put together for the thousands of 
seafarers trapped on ships coming into Sydney waters. 
Chaplain to the Seafarers, Sr Mary Leahy, said donations of 
shampoo, body wash, toothpaste, deodorant, razors, knitted 
beanies and chocolates are desperately needed for the 
thousands of seamen currently stranded on ships on our 
waterfront due to the Coronavirus. 
Sr Mary has spent the past 20 years helping those who earn a 
living on the seas and said she has never seen conditions so 
dire. 
Parishes including St Andrew Malabar, St Charles Borromeo 
Ryde/ Gladesville and Our Lady Star of the Sea Miranda have 
agreed to be drop-off points for the donations however if you 
would like to support the appeal and collect donations please 
contact journalist Debbie Cramsie at the Sydney Archdiocese 
on debbie.cramsie@sydneycatholic.org  

Australian Catholics ask Prime Minister  

to ensure nobody is left behind  

in COVID-19 pandemic 

 

Over the last couple of weeks the Justice and Peace Office, 

in conjunction with the Jesuit Refugee Service and the 

Diocese of Parramatta brought together an historic coalition 

of Catholic organisations to sign on to a private letter. They 

followed this with a public statement in support of 

temporary migrants, people seeking asylum and refugees 

currently in Australia.  

These people have been left out of any government support 

at this time—many of them were already living on the 

margins.  

You can read the media release and statement public letter 

here: http://justiceandpeace.org.au/media-release-

australian-catholics-ask-prime-minister-to-ensure-nobody-is

-left-behind-in-covid-19-pandemic/. 

 

They have also organised a No One Left Behind Petition on 

behalf of Catholics to ask for a vital safety net to be 

extended to temporary migrants, people seeking asylum 

and refugees in our community at this time. 

The petition is available here: https://www.change.org/p/

federal-government-we-won-t-leave-anyone-in-our-

community-behind-during-covid-19-pandemic. Please sign 

and circulate widely among your networks so that others 

can sign it too.  

If you share it on social media please use the hastag 

#NoOneLeftBehind.  

It would also be helpful if you can ring your state and 

federal representative to ask them what they are doing to 

support temporary migrants, people seeking asylum and 

refugees to ensure that everyone can stay safe and healthy. 

https://www.catholiccare.org/catholiccare-learn-more/ccareline-131819/


 

A WORD OF ENCOURAGEMENT 

TO THE CATHOLIC PEOPLE OF AUSTRALIA 

FROM THE BISHOPS OF AUSTRALIA 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 

 

Grace and peace to you in these Easter days. We write to you from a plenary meeting of the Bishops 
Conference which is like no other. Unable to meet face-to-face as we normally do, the bishops are meeting 
online for a week. We are intensely conscious of our isolation – not only from each other but also from you, 
the people whom we serve in the name of the Risen Lord. As we think of you, we make our own the words 
of St Paul: “So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the Gospel of 
God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to us” (1 Thessalonians 2:8). 

 

Australia has certainly suffered because of the COVID-19 pandemic, but not as grievously as some 
other countries. For that we thank God and we congratulate public health authorities and governments on 
their prompt and prudent responses. Australians in general have also shown the solidarity and good sense, 
the generosity and kindness needed in such a time. In our healthcare workers particularly we have seen an 
exceptional spirit of self-sacrifice, and for that we are all grateful. 

 

The Churches and other religious communities have played their part, which has meant the 
suspension of public worship and the closure of places of worship. This has been a real deprivation, and the 
bishops understand not only your anxiety about the virus and shutdown but more especially your deep desire 
to return to the sacraments and to resume public worship. There is a real hunger in this. It is something we all 
feel, and we long for the time when our hunger will be satisfied as together we return to the feast of the Lord. 

 

Even when our doors are closed, our hearts are still open. The churches may not yet  
be fully open, but the heart of the Church, which is the heart of Christ, is wide open. The celebration of Mass 
has never ceased. Though we and our brother priests cannot yet offer Mass with the people, we are still 
offering Mass day by day for the people – for all of you who are “flesh of our flesh and bone of our bone” (cf 
Genesis 2:23). The Church which is the Body of Christ still glows with the life of Easter, “thought to be dying, 
yet we are alive…to be sorrowful, yet still rejoicing…to have nothing, yet possessing everything” (2 Corinthians 
6:9-10). 

 

At the heart of the community of disciples, there is always Mary the mother of Jesus (cf Acts 1:14). 
In this month of May, Pope Francis has urged us to look to her to intercede for us in this time of affliction; 
and to Mary we will entrust our homeland later this month, looking to a mother’s unfailing love. May she 
who is Health of the Sick and Help of Christians pray for us now, that we may see Jesus with her eyes, the 
eyes of Easter, and love him with her heart, which is the heart of faith: “O Mother of the Word incarnate, 
despise not our petitions but in your mercy hear and answer us” (Memorare). 

 

     

 

 



The experience of shutdown has stirred great energy and creativity among people and pastors; this is 
producing unexpected gifts which we will take with us into the future. No locked door can keep the Risen Lord 
out; he is everywhere, even in this time of distress. “I stand at the door and knock,” he says. “If you hear my 
voice and open the door, I will come to you” (Revelation 3:20). We have heard his voice and opened the door to 
him who has come to us. That is the reason for our hope, even our rejoicing. 

 

One important service which people of faith provide to the wider community in this time is an 
unceasing prayer of intercession. So we ask you all to continue praying in the power of faith for those who have 
died, who are sick or at risk from COVID-19, for our healthcare professionals, essential service providers and 
researchers, for all who are isolated and anxious, and for our civic leaders and health authorities. 

 

In the hope born of faith we look forward to the time when the crisis will pass and we will be able to 
resume fully the Church’s worship and mission, even in a landscape which may be quite changed. In the 
meantime, we are talking with the states and the federal government about the reopening of churches and the 
gradual relaxation of restrictions. We will work with governments and local authorities at each stage of any 
resumption of Church life. We commit to keeping ourselves and each other safe by observing strictly the advice 
regarding numbers, distancing and hygiene when the reopening of churches is permitted. 

 

We urge people to abide by the best advice on how to keep themselves and others safe physically, 
emotionally and spiritually, especially the vulnerable elderly. That is why we recommend the live-streamed 
Masses and the many other resources offered on diocesan websites, our Catholic counselling services and 
the COVIDSafe App. 

 

The season of Lent may be behind us, but this time of shutdown has been a kind of long Lent. Now, we 
pray, Easter is dawning as our country recovers from the pandemic and looks to build the future. There is no 
room for complacency but there is certainly room for the hope that Easter brings to birth, the hope that “after 
you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, support, strengthen and establish you” (1 Peter 5:10-11). Looking to the God of all grace, we 
send to you our blessing of peace and all consolation. 

 

 

 

From, 

 

14 May 2020 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 


