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19th January, 2020   YEAR A                          2ND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 49:3, 5-6  
 
The Lord said to me, 'You are my servant, Israel, 
in whom I shall be glorified'; 
I was honoured in the eyes of the Lord, 
my God was my strength. 
And now the Lord has spoken, 
he who formed me in the womb to be his servant, 
to bring Jacob back to him, 
to gather Israel to him: 
'It is not enough for you to be my servant, 
to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; 
I will make you the light of the nations 
so that my salvation may reach to the ends of the earth.' 
The word of the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 39:2, 4, 7-10  
 
R. Here I am, Lord; 
I come to do your will. 
 
I waited, I waited for the Lord 
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God. R. 
 
You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings, 
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. R. 
 
In the scroll of the book it stands written 
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. R. 
 
Your justice I have proclaimed 
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. R. 
 
A reading from the first letter of  
St Paul to the Corinthians 1:1-3  
 
I, Paul, appointed by God to be an apostle, together with brother 
Sosthenes, send greetings to the church of God in Corinth, to the 
holy people of Jesus Christ, who are called to take their place 
among all the saints everywhere who pray to our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for he is their Lord no less than ours. May God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace. 
 
The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation John 1:14, 12  
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among us. 
He enabled those who accepted him 
to become the children of God. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 1:29-34  
 
Seeing Jesus coming towards him, John said, 'Look, there is the 
lamb of God that takes away the sin of 
the world. This is the one I spoke of 
when I said: A man is coming after me 
who ranks before me because he 
existed before me. I did not know him 
myself, and yet it was to reveal him to 
Israel that I came baptising with water.' 
John also declared, 'I saw the Spirit 
coming down on him from heaven like 
a dove and resting on him. I did not 
know him myself, but he who sent me 
to baptise with water had said to me, 
"The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and rest is the 
one who is going to baptise with the Holy Spirit." Yes, I have seen 
and I am the witness that he is the Chosen One of God.' 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

Meditation changes the way we see ourselves. That’s perhaps the 
biggest effect it has. And it serves to heal the fragmented self, it 
reintegrates and it leads to a growing sense of wholeness. That is 
why meditation is very relevant to every aspect of our idea of health – 
physical, psychological and spiritual. Complementing our 
understanding of the benefits of meditation, we find also the fruits of 
meditation, the spiritual fruits of meditation. St Paul calls the harvest 
of the spirit or the fruits of the Spirit ‘love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, fidelity, gentleness and self-control’(Gal 5:22-
23). How can you measure love or joy or peace or patience or 
kindness? Nevertheless, you can experience them. And you know 
that you are changing in this respect and that these qualities, which 
with a deeper understanding you can recognise, are the qualities of 
the life of the Spirit flourishing in you. And even if you don’t know at 
first, the people you live with will know. 

 
 ( Health & Wholeness, Laurence Freeman OSB ) 

© Liturgia Liturgy Brisbane 2019 

UPDATE ON THE PLENARY COUNCIL PROCESS 

After seeking input from the parish information session 

held in November 2018 and three small groups 

meeting in early 2019, St Joan of Arc Parish made a 

submission to the Plenary Council – one of 17,500 

submissions the Council received from individuals and 

groups. Like other groups, our submission was in 

response to the question, “What do you think God is 

asking of us in Australia at this time?” 

Based on the responses received, the Plenary Council 

has since identified six National Themes for 

Discernment:  
 
1 Missionary and Evangelising;  

2 Inclusive, Participatory and Synodal;  

3 Prayerful and Eucharistic;  

4 Humble, Healing and Merciful;  

5 A Joyful, Hope-Filled and Servant Community;  

6 Open to Conversion, Renewal and Reform. 
 
We are being asked to reflect, pray and consider how 

God is calling the People of God to be a Christ-

centred Church in Australia through these themes 

and to participate in a communal Listening and 

Discernment session on one of these themes.  

Our parish Listening and Discernment session will be 

held in March. In order to decide which of the six 

themes to be the focus for this session, parishioners are 

being asked to look at the material on the Plenary 

Council website at  

http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/. 

In coming weeks we will place flyers in the church 

seeking your preference regarding one of the six 

themes to be focus for our parish’s Listening and 

Discernment session.  

Special Leaving Collection at all Masses next weekend (Australia Day) Special Leaving Collection at all Masses next weekend (Australia Day)   
for the St Vincent De Paul Bushfire Appealfor the St Vincent De Paul Bushfire Appeal  

  
‘Friends, the sad tragedy of the bushfires has impacted upon our Catholic community across the Archdiocese of Sydney 
in a very real way. A brave Rural Fire Service volunteer Andrew O’Dwyer was farewelled at a Requiem Mass at Our 
Lady of Victories Parish in Horsley Park last week. The parish is providing ongoing support to his widow Melissa and 19 
month old daughter Charlotte and our prayers are with them. Amidst the devastation of the fires, it has been 
encouraging to witness the support of so many ordinary Australians, including so many men and women of faith. While 
much of the response must be at a local parish and diocesan level, such a great crisis also requires a national 
response. Alongside my brother bishops across the country, I encourage you to support a special collection at Masses 
over the Australia Day weekend (25 and 26 January) through the St Vincent De Paul Society.  Your support of bushfire 
appeals can make a tangible difference in the lives of those affected, whether that be to cover basic clothing or the 
food bill for a family evacuated from their home. The support may also come through psychological counselling services 
for families left traumatised by the disaster or financial counselling as they struggle to pay unexpected bills.  Together 
we can offer real comfort and long term support to families left struggling after the bushfires.’ 
† Anthony Fisher OP 
 
After the weekend of 4/5 January, we contributed $2,770.50 (half being Second Collection, half coming from Parish Funds.) 
This special collection will be an opportunity to extend support which you may offer through a donation at the door as you leave the 
church on Australia Day weekend. 
 
St Vincent de Paul members and volunteers will be collecting at each door.  
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In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  

without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 

on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 

or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We invite you to share in the Sacraments of: 

EUCHARIST: 
Weekend   Saturday evening ……….………….…………...5.00pm 
                    Italian Mass:…………….…………...………….....6.15pm 
         Sunday : ..…………………………….9.00am & 6.00pm 
Weekdays:  Tuesday  (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of  

                          anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)….7.30pm 
  Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am 
  Friday ….…………………………………….……...…9.15am 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  9am  Sunday Mass in school term 
 

RECONCILIATION 
  Saturday   ……………………………..4:30pm—4.50pm 
 

BAPTISM  SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month  at 
  11am. 
 

MARRIAGE Arrangements for a wedding must be made at 
least four months in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage 
Course is encouraged. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to 
those in need.  The Eucharist will also be brought to those who 
are ill or housebound upon request. Please notify the 
Presbytery if members of your family or other parishioners are 
in need of the Eucharist. 
 

St Joan of Arc School    Principal: Des Fox 
       Office Phone 9798 9780 
 

St Vincent’s Care Services Haberfield  
(formerly St Joan of Arc Villa)  Enquiries: 1800 778 767 

FEAST DAYS 

Tuesday 21st January 

St Agnes 

Friday 24th January 

St Francis de Sales 

Saturday 25th January 

The Conversion of St Paul 

  

 

 

            DO YOU HOLD A CURRENT FIRST AID CERTIFICATE? 
We are putting together a register of trained 
First Aid personnel who would like to 
volunteer their services providing First Aid 
assistance at Parish events . 
Could you help? 
Please contact the Parish Office on  
9798 6657 or  
email admin@stjoanofarc.org.au to register. 

Reflection 
 

“John said, ‘Look, there is the lamb of God  
that takes away the sin of the world.’” 

 
The outcome of a good detective story is seldom immediately 
obvious: the story has to be read or listened to with care. The 
clues have to be spotted and weighed up and finally slotted into 
place like a jigsaw puzzle. Only then can we hope to uncover the 
plot and discover just who did what to whom and why. There is a 
sense in which the brief Gospel reading we’ve just heard might be 
likened to a detective story. It’s only when we’ve followed up the 
clues it offers that we begin to appreciate its significance. 
Here, in question form, are some of those clues: why does John 
the Baptist seem to go overboard in speaking of Jesus? Why does 
he insist that Jesus is of greater rank, of greater importance, of 
greater significance then himself, when, after all, he is older than 
Jesus and more experienced in the demands of public ministry? 
What is he getting at when he speaks of Jesus baptising, not like 
himself, simply with water, but with the Holy Spirit? Initially, as 
John admits, he didn’t recognise Jesus; so what has changed 
that now he is prepared to bear witness to him as “the lamb of 
God” and “the Chosen One of God”? 
One thing seems clear: as with many a detective story, there is 
more to this event than meets the eye—or the ear. At this point, 
it’s the scripture scholars who might be described as the 
detectives in the case. It is they who explain that John the Baptist 
had a group of faithful and fervent followers, even long after his 
death. They believed there was no one quite like him, that in fact 
he was the Messiah who so many were waiting for. When Jesus 
appeared on the scene, amazing people by his preaching and his 
miracles, impressing them deeply by his gentleness and his 
concern for the outcast, there were still followers of John the 
Baptist about. They insisted that their master was greater than 
Jesus. Even when, after an appalling death by crucifixion, Jesus 
rose again in triumph, some of the Baptist’s followers still refused 
to believe in him. in fact, they were still at work, and causing 
confusion among Christians, towards the end of the first century 
and beyond. 
In today’s Gospel we hear how John (not John the Baptist this 
time but John the Gospel writer) counters the arguments of the 
Baptist’s followers. He shows how the Baptist himself 
acknowledged that Jesus ranked before him, because, as he put 
it, “he existed before me”. True, Jesus in his humility had 
accepted a rite of baptism at the hands of John the Baptist. But 
what happened on that occasion revealed his true identity: the 
sight of the Holy Spirit descending upon him in the form of a dove 
convinced the Baptist that Jesus was in fact the Messiah and 
would one day baptise his followers in the Holy Spirit. So the 
Gospel reveals John the Baptist bearing witness to Jesus, 
proclaiming that he is “the lamb of God” who takes away our sins, 
he is “the Chosen One of God”, he is eternal, he is the Messiah. 
Later John would sum up his relationship with Jesus in these 
humble words: “He [Jesus} must grow greater, I must grow 
smaller.” 
At every Mass, just before communion, we hear the very words 
that John the Baptist used when first announcing the presence of 
Jesus: “Behold the Lamb of God, behold him who takes away the 
sins of the world.” What a blessing it is if we take that 
announcement as a reminder that we too are called to be like 
John the Baptist to other people. Pope Francis often warns of the 
dangers of being “self-referential”, of putting ourselves at the 
centre of everything, the centre of our own thoughts and desire 
and hopes. Today John the Baptist stands before us as an 
inspiring example. Filled with love for Jesus, he is always ready to 
deflect attention from himself in order to direct it towards Jesus. 
We, who have been baptised in the Spirit, are all invited, by 
God’s grace, to follow the example of the Baptist. We are called 
to point towards Jesus not simply by word of mouth, at the 
appropriate time, but above all by daily lives lived by his 
standards—lives that simply do not make sense unless, like the 
life of the Baptist, they are centred upon the Lord. 
 

The Living Word 

BAPTISMS - January 2020 
We welcome these children into God’s family  

and our parish community 
 

Natalia Volpe 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased:   Laurence Wong, Milagro Gonzalez, Vincenzo La 
Ianca, Vincenzo Di Maio, Angelo Ingegneri, Sabina Bacchetto, Tina 
Torrisi, Santa Pulciani, Connie Maling, Amalia De Rose, Carmelo Di 
Bartolo, Nunziata La Greca, Carmela Cutrufello, Colleen Shearer, 
Giuseppe Angilletta, Giuseppe Calautti, Concettina Di Bello, Doreen 
Lucantonio, Rosina Russo, Carmela Coluccio, Giovanni Parisi 

 
Rest in Peace:      Andrea Renee Culver, Jaime Valleio, Sebastiana 
Lopizzo, Vince Franze, Val Constant, Ornella Deluchi, John Carey, 
Vincenzo Giannini, Marie Moir, Mario Scardilli, Vince Franze, Angelo 
Giannetto, Victor Vyekoslav Kasal, Pedro Mantilla, Blanca Mantilla, 
Marco Antonio Handabak, Wanda Angelucci, Valentina Mannino, Maria 
Fresta, Carmelo Coluccio, Joe Mostyn, Provvidenza Spataro, Silvana 
Manfre', Maria Albore i Nigro, Giovanni Carrolo, Tindiglia & 
Brancatisano families, Gaspare D’onofrio, Tonino Di Giantomaso, 
Rosaria Di Bella, Giuseppina Macagni, Pietro Banno, Jack McEnally, 
Dominic Banno, John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina 
Torrisi, Lattari & Aversa families,  John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino 
Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 

 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill members 
of our community:  Vittoria Lavechia, Peter Cuddy, Carmel McNally, 
Neville Hill, Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,  Aitken Family, Liz 
Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, 
Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario 
Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 
 
 
 
 

Next week: 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 
Scripture Readings: 
First Reading:  Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-13, 17 
Gospel:   Matthew 4:12-23 
 
ROSTERS 
 
Scripture Readers:  
Saturday Vigil:   Greg Hill, Judith Molloy 
Sunday 9.00am: Peter Etcell, Tracey Baxter 
Sunday 6.00pm: Loredana Bianco, Mina Nohra 
                                                                                                                                               
Ministers of Communion:  
Saturday Vigil:          Majella Hill, Alex Mediati  
   Maria Del Vecchio, Enrica Bova 
Sunday 9.00am:         Rhonda Albani, Sr Ruth 
   Romina De Grazia, Maria De Grazia 
Sunday 6.00pm:            Rita Raco, Josie Banno 
 
Children’s Liturgy: 
Sunday 9.00am         No Children’s Liturgy in school holidays 
                

PARISH PLANNING 

Through 2019 a number of things developed in St Joan of Arc 

Parish; the Social Committee took on a more structured 

involvement in Parish life; a Social Justice Group was formed 

and is leading us into a greater sensitivity and response to the 

needs of people, particularly the poor; after some preparation, 

a Pastoral Council was formed and met four times. 

Membership is for two years and is by representation of some 

existing groups in the Parish as well as by invitation. 

In looking for clarity in direction, I was put in touch with 

Richard McMahon, Pastoral Planner for Parramatta Diocese, 

and have asked Richard to conduct a session with Parish 

leaders to help discern and choose vision, goals and direction 

for the Parish. Formation of the members of the Pastoral 

Council will be part of this.  

This session will take place on Saturday 1st February here 

in the Parish from 12.30pm to 4.30pm. 

Fr Phil 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLENARY COUNCIL 

Have you been a part of the Plenary 

Council process of listening, prayer, 

dialogue and discernment? Do you feel 

called to express your interest in being a 

delegate from our diocese to participate in the 

plenary council general assembly held in 

Adelaide in October?  

If so, speak with Fr Phil or Barbara Perry 

(Sydney Plenary Council Working Group) on 

0438 012 

964, barbara.perry@sydneycatholic.org for more 

details. All applicants must fill in and submit an 

application form found here:  

https://sydneycatholic.org/plenary-council.pdf.  

  

 
 
 

 

This day in history: 
 
Rev Monsignor P J Baugh, first 
Parish Priest of St Joan of 
Haberfield (1909—1935), passed 
away in Lewisham Private Hospital 
Thursday morning 10th January 
1935 (85 year anniversary) 

Christian MeditationChristian Meditation  
There are many forms of prayer and many ways to pray. Jesus 
prayed. As well as joining in the prayer of the synagogue, Jesus 
“went into the hills where he could be alone” to pray. 
Life is busy and it may not seem possible to find time to be alone for 
prayer, particularly with young children or an aged parent who need 
care.  
Christian meditation is one approach that is based on stillness and 
simplicity. 
If you would like to know more about this, there will be a presentation 
on Christian Meditation after the 9.00am Mass on Sunday 9th 
February 2020 in St Joan of Arc Church. 10.05am – 10.35am. 

  
  
  
  
  

SSTT  JJOANOAN  OFOF  ARCARC  SSOCIALOCIAL  CCOMMITTEEOMMITTEE    
  
We hope you have had a wonderful Christmas and New 
Year. It’s now time for us to plan activities for 2020.  
 
Our first meeting will be on Wednesday 29th January at Wednesday 29th January at 
7.30pm in the Presbytery7.30pm in the Presbytery. Please join us to discuss the 
social activities for 2020. Election of office bearers for Election of office bearers for 
the Committee will take place at this meetingthe Committee will take place at this meeting.  
 
We would love to see many of you come and 

join us on this evening. 

 
Have you changed your name, 
address, or phone number?  
If you have a WWCC don’t forget 
to update your details at  
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au  

https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
mailto:barbara.perry@sydneycatholic.org
https://sydneycatholic.org/plenary-council.pdf

