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8th September, 2019   YEAR C                            23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

A reading from the book of Wisdom 9:13-18  
 
What man can know the intentions of God? 
Who can divine the will of the Lord? 
The reasonings of mortals are unsure 
and our intentions unstable; 
for a perishable body presses down the soul, 
and this tent of clay weighs down the teeming mind. 
It is hard enough for us to work out what is on earth, 
laborious to know what lies within our reach; 
who, then, can discover what is in the heavens? 
As for your intention, who could have learnt it, had you not 
granted Wisdom 
and sent your holy spirit from above? 
Thus have the paths of those on earth been straightened 
and men been taught what pleases you, 
and saved, by Wisdom. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 89:3-6, 12-14, 17  
 
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge. 
 
You turn men back in to dust 
and say: 'Go back, sons of men.' 
To your eyes a thousand years 
are like yesterday, come and gone, 
no more than a watch in the night. R. 
 
You sweep men away like a dream, 
like grass which springs up in the morning. 
In the morning it springs up and flowers: 
by evening it withers and fades. R. 
 
Make us know the shortness of our life 
that we may gain wisdom of heart. 
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever? 
Show pity to your servants. R. 
 
In the morning, fill us with your love; 
we shall exult and rejoice all our days. 
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us: 
give success to the work of our hands. R. 
 
A reading from the letter of  
St Paul to Philemon 1: 9-10, 12-17  
 
This is Paul writing, an old man now and, what is more, still a 
prisoner of Christ Jesus. I am appealing to you for a child of 
mine, whose father I became while wearing these chains: I 
mean Onesimus. I am sending him back to you, and with him - I 
could say - a part of my own self. I should have liked to keep 
him with me; he could have been a substitute for you, to help 
me while I am in the chains that the Good News has brought 

me. However, I did not want to do anything without your consent; 
it would have been forcing your act of kindness, which should be 
spontaneous. I know you have been deprived of Onesimus for a 
time, but it was only so that you could have him back for ever, 
not as a slave any more, but something much better than a 
slave, a dear brother; especially dear to me, but how much more 
to you, as a blood-brother as well as a brother in the Lord. So if 
all that we have in common means anything to you, welcome 
him as you would me. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation Ps 118:135  
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Let your face shine on your servant, 
and teach me your laws. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 14:25-33  
 
Great crowds accompanied Jesus on his way and he turned and 
spoke to them. 'If any man comes to me without hating his 
father, mother, wife, children, brothers, sisters, yes, and his own 
life too, he cannot be my disciple. 
Anyone who does not carry his 
cross and come after me cannot be 
my disciple. 
'And indeed, which of you here, 
intending to build a tower, would not 
first sit down and work out the cost 
to see if he had enough to complete 
it? Otherwise, if he laid the 
foundation and then found himself 
unable to finish the work, the onlookers would all start making 
fun of him and saying, "Here is a man who started to build and 
was unable to finish." Or again, what king marching to war 
against another king would not first sit down and consider 
whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the other 
who advanced against him with twenty thousand? If not, then 
while the other king was still a long way off, he would send 
envoys to sue for peace. So in the same way, none of you can 
be my disciple unless he gives up all his possessions.' 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

The homily is a means of bringing the scriptural message to life in 
a way that helps the faithful to realise that God’s word is present 
and at work in their everyday lives. 

Verbum Domini (2010) 59 

Reflection 
 

“Anyone who dies not carry his cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.” 
 

A Filipino diplomat reviewed his life in 2013 after super-typhoon Haiyan devastated his home region of the Philippines. Yeb Saño’s 
family lost their homes and he knew some of the six thousand people who were killed .”Haiyan was catastrophic but it has woken the 
Philippines at least to the reality of climate change,” he said. In 2015, he resigned as a negotiator of the Philippines Climate Change 
Commission and announced he would be working with various faith groups across the world, as part of the larger global climate 
movement. 
He became a climate justice pilgrim and started a global campaigning movement. As a Catholic mindful of the Church’s social teaching 
he decided that climate change is part of a larger struggle for a more just, peaceful and caring world. He led a pilgrimage from the 
Vatican to the UN Climate Change Conference in Paris. It was a sixty-day walk, and upon arrival in December 2015 he was part of a 
delegation that presented almost two million signatures of people of faith to the United Nations and to the French government, calling 
for an agreement on climate change. Last year he walked nine hundred miles again, this time from the Vatican to climate talks in 
Poland, lobbying that the Paris Agreement be fully implemented to reduce greenhouse gas emissions that are warming earth’s climate. 
In his mission he often has to leave his two children, but he feels called to protect the well-being of future generations. He reflects, “It is 
not someone else’s job to protect young people and the planet.” 
In today’s Gospel Jesus says that his followers must be willing to give up everything for him. Such total commitment could mean 
separation from treasured possessions and family. The passage speaks of the importance of loyalty and allegiance to Jesus over all 
other competing loyalties. The two parables remind us of the need to weigh up the costs of discipleship. Following Jesus seriously is a 
demanding way of life. It offers an interior freedom that understands that material possessions can be real obstacles and that even 
family can stand in the way of a vocation. Discipleship is a venture that demands total dedication. Everything else must become 
secondary if Jesus is to be the Lord of our life. The harsh-sounding words about “hating” are intended to indicate that if a conflict of 
interest arises, a disciple will prefer to follow Jesus and not let family ties, personal wealth or possessions, or work or leisure activities 
interfere. God always surprises us. The first reading calls us to remember that we cannot know God’s intentions and should use the gift 
of wisdom to spend time discerning our paths in life. A surprise comes in the second reading where Paul appeals to Philemon to take 
back his runaway slave, not just as a slave but as a brother in Christ. Paul is challenging the practice of slavery which was common at 
that time throughout the Roman Empire. 
The people of God are continually tempted to accommodate and assimilate the values of society. However, compassion replaces 
ambition among them; equality supersedes competition and achievement. Jesus reverses assumptions and expectations and 
encourages his followers to be a gift to the world. The search for meaning and purpose in our lives is continuous, but serving others 
helps us to be the fullest versions of ourselves. Our attachment to possessions and comfort zones is challenged by our growing 
relationship with Jesus. 
We have plenty of inspirational Christians in our world. Yeb Saño has stepped off the career ladder to raise awareness and prompt 
action on the climate crisis, which is so devastating to poor communities in the Philippines and elsewhere. Christians are heavily 
involved in tackling human trafficking, which is an ongoing form of slavery in our world, undermining human dignity. In Britain some 
religious orders offer safe houses for women freed from this modern slave trade. Many find it life-affirming to volunteer at food banks 
and at projects offering overnight accommodation and an evening meal to people who are homeless. Others are involved in peace 
education with young people, helping them to build a better world for the common good. We all have to make choices between the call 
of the Lord and the pull of family, possessions and worldly values, which can sometimes block God’s invitation and grace. How far are 
we able to let go of our old securities? In what new ways can we follow and serve to build God’s kingdom? 

The Living Word 

© Liturgia Liturgy Brisbane 2019 

We Celebrate  
S o c i a l  J u s t i c e  S u n d a y   

On 29 September, 2019. 
The Australian Bishop’s Social Justice Statement is titled:  
“Making it Real: Genuine human encounter in our digital world.” 
It shares Pope Francis’ challenge to us to ‘boldly become 
citizens of the digital world.’ It points out that we are called 
not just to be inhabitants of this world, but active citizens 
shaping it. 
For further details about the Social Justice Statement, visit 
the Office for social Justice website 
(www.socialjustice.catholic.org.au) or call (02) 8306 3499.  
Follow us on Facebook: @socialjusticeACBC or Twitter: 
@Justice Catholic 

 
Thank you to all 
who donated so 
generously to the 
Priests 
Retirement 

Foundation. Envelopes can still be found on pews if you would 
like to contribute to this appeal to help support our retired 
priests. 

St Joan of Arc School 

Trivia Night 

When: Friday 13 September 2019 starting at 6.30pm sharp 

Where: St Joan of Arc School Hall 

 88 Dalhousie Street, Haberfield 

Why: Socialising, community spirit & some friendly competition 
Cost: $20 per person 
RSVP: by Friday 6/9/2019 [cash to school office or   
 EFT: Friend of Arc Association BSB 062-178 ACC 1014 5823] 
Need more info? contact Lillian on 0414 820 819 or 
     email lillian.tornatore@gmail.com 

STAND FOR LIFE RALLY 
This is our last chance to have a huge public gathering to oppose the 
extreme abortion bill that is being rushed through NSW Parliament. 
Join religious leaders, politicians, pro-life advocates and everyone 
who stands for women and children for a rally on  
Sunday, 15 September 2019 at 2.30pm in Hyde Park, Sydney.  
More information www.stand4.life  
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In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  

without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 

on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 

or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDINGS - September 2019 
  And the two shall become one 

 

Nicholas Sardisco & Juliana Merlo 

Shane Scaltrito &Maryanne Kuryo 

 

13 18 19 

Have you changed your name, 
address, or phone number?  
If you have a WWCC don’t forget 
to update your details at  
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au  

BAPTISMS - September 2019 
We welcome these children into God’s family  

and our parish community 
 

Xavier Bartolillo, Marlo Bartolillo, Remy Schmitt,                       

Noah Dal Broi, Leo La Rocca,                                                      

Azalea-Jade Mustafa, Orlando Grippa  

The Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation for St Joan of Arc Parish young people: 

 
CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL  

 
First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 at 7pm 
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 17th September, 2019 7pm  
Commitment Masses: 21st & 22nd September, 2019 

 
CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 
 
First Communion: Sunday, 24th November, 2019 at 10.30am. 
Information Night: Tuesday 15th October, 2019 at 7pm 
Commitment Masses:  19th & 20th October, 2019 

 
(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date - 

Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at 
gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register) 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased:  Maria Angilletta, Pat Blake, Orazio Di 

Stefano, Bruno Orsatti, Ivan Portelli, Domenica Punturiero, 

Primo Vaccher, Teresina Bordignon, Fred Pace, Titta Melia, 

Elizabeth Ziegler, Maria Gullo, Angela Gaitanos, Chris Boyd, 

Antonio Di Gori, Pasquale Sacchetti, Giuseppe Scardilli, 

Andreana Marchese, Giuseppe Aversa, Antonio Raiti 
 

Rest in Peace:   Tindiglia & Brancatisano families, Gaspare 

D’onofrio, Tonino Di Giantomaso, Rosaria Di Bella, Giuseppina 

Macagni, Provvidenza Spataro, Olimpia & Domenico Spadaro, 

Antonio Cardillo, George & Miriam Parkhill, Alan Smithers, 

Joyce Tolhurst, Monica Christiansen, Salvatore Orsini, Antonio 

Gorga, Anne Brennan, Marco Angeloni, Tony Attard, Vincenzo 

Barca, Francesco Barca, Saverio Scarfone, Pietro Banno, 

Dominic & Catherine Sidoti, Vincenzo Barca, Francesco Barca, 

Madge Dorman, Emma Power, Sergio Volpato, Danilo Daniel, 

Michael & Mary Kayrooz, Jack McEnally, Dominic Banno, 

John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, 

Lattari & Aversa families,  John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino 

Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 

members of our community:  Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, 

Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,  Aitken Family, Liz 

Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline 

Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, 

Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 
 
 

 

 

Social Committee Social Committee   
Upcoming events  
  
  
Sunday 22 September – Year 1 Family Mass at 9am followed by 
morning tea. 
 
Sunday 13th October  - Parish morning tea after 9am mass 
 
Saturday 26th October  - 10.30am Mass of Anointing followed 
by morning tea. 
 
Saturday 2nd November - Kindergarten Family Mass at 5pm 
followed by supper in the Mother Theresa Courtyard 
 
Sunday 17th November  - 9am Memorial Mass followed by 
morning tea 
 
Events will be in the Mother Teresa Courtyard. 
  
If you can please bring a plate of food to share. 

Next week: 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Scripture Readings: 
First Reading:   Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14 
Second Reading:  1 Timothy 1:12-17 
Gospel:   Luke 15:1-32 
 
ROSTERS  
Scripture Readers:  
Saturday Vigil:  Marea Dorman, Greg Hill 
Sunday 9.00am: Kate Svoboda, Hannah Svoboda 
Sunday 6.00pm: Vicki Smith, Sue Smith 
                                                                                                                                               
Ministers of Communion:  
Saturday Vigil:          Enrica Bova, Judith Molloy 
   Maria Del Vecchio, Majella Hill 
Sunday 9.00am:         Imelda Bottero, Carmel McKeough 
   Yvonne Molloy, Chris Molloy 
Sunday 6.00pm:          Josie Banno, Carmelina De Francesco 
 
Children’s Liturgy: 
Sunday 9.00am         Anna-Maria Stephens 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We invite you to share in the Sacraments of: 

EUCHARIST: 
Weekend   Saturday evening ……….………….…………...5.00pm 
                    Italian Mass:…………….…………...………….....6.15pm 
         Sunday : ..…………………………….9.00am & 6.00pm 
Weekdays:  Tuesday  (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of  

                          anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)….7.30pm 
  Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am 
  Friday ….…………………………………….……...…9.15am 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  9am  Sunday Mass in school term 
 

RECONCILIATION 
  Saturday   ……………………………..4:30pm—4.50pm 
 

BAPTISM  SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month  at 
  11am. 
 

MARRIAGE Arrangements for a wedding must be made at 
least four months in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage 
Course is encouraged. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to 
those in need.  The Eucharist will also be brought to those who 
are ill or housebound upon request. Please notify the 
Presbytery if members of your family or other parishioners are 
in need of the Eucharist. 
 

St Joan of Arc School    Principal: Des Fox 
       Office Phone 9798 9780 
 

St Vincent’s Care Services Haberfield  
(formerly St Joan of Arc Villa)  Enquiries: 1800 778 767 

If you are a volunteer for a ministry 
which involves working with or 
being in contact with children and 
have not yet applied for a Working 
with Children Check then you will 
need to do so.  Apply at 
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au  

‘Fear not because God is with you.” 
Padre Pio 

FEAST DAYS 
 
Friday 13th September 

St John Chrysostom 
 
Saturday 14th September 

The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
 

 You are invited to pray the Rosary 3 times after 
Wednesday 9am mass for Our  Lady, Mary 
Mother and Queen to the Eternal Father to help 
stop the abortion bill being enacted. 
This will be an ongoing event every Wednesday 
until the issue has been resolved. 

Discovering Global Mission 
How can our skills create better opportunities for disadvantaged 
people? Communities in  Timor Leste, PNG, Samoa,  Kiribati and 
Kenya seek volunteers to assist their development. These assign-
ments are not quick fixes.   
Find out how teacher  Andrew Tham mentored both students and 
educators in Rubya, Tanzania, and how  sharing your skills can 
immerse you in a world of deep cultural discovery. 
Qualified medIcs, teachers, tradies, business and admins are al-
ways required.   
Palms Meet and Greet: 
Saturday September 21st @ 2pm  
John Street Cafe 
Dooleys Catholic Club 
11-17 Church St, LIDCOMBE 
Can’t commit long-term? Try a 2-week Encounter Tour:  
www.palms.org.au/encounters 

Could you provide short-term help for long-term memories? 

We urgently need compassionate people                                   
to provide short-term foster care.  

To learn more, come to our information night:  
WHEN:   7pm Saturday 28th September 2019 
                 (after 6pm Mass) 
WHERE: St Patrick’s Summer Hill Parish Hall  
       5 Drynan Street, Summer Hill 
CALL:     13 18 19 to secure your place, or 
EMAIL:    connect@familyspirit.org 

Feast of  

Padre Pio  

Mass 11.00am  
Sunday 15th September  
St Joan of Arc Church 

Celebrant: Fr Fady 

Ignite Conference 

 

Revelation 21:5 

 

The Ignite Conference is one of Australia's most powerful 
Catholic youth and family conferences. For the first time 

this October 3-6, Ignite Conference will be held in 

Sydney. The conference draws together a network of 
high schoolers, young adults, ministry leaders, families, 

teachers, priests and religious from around the country, 
sending them out with a passion for mission and 

authentic faith in Jesus. 
  
Students from all Sydney Catholic Schools are offered a 
50% discount and special packages for families are 

available as well. For more information, 

visit www.sydneycatholicyouth.org/ignite19/ or 
contact the team at Sydney Catholic Youth on  

(02) 9307 8152 or info@sydneycatholicyouth.org  

M AR CH  FO R  L IF E  P I LG R IM AG E  
January 2020 

Bishop Richard Umbers Invites you to join him for the March for Life 
Pilgrimage, from Mexico to Washington and culminating in New York. 
This pilgrimage is an opportunity to grow closer in relationship with Our 
Lord and witness first-hand the life-giving movement of the prolife 
mission. Be truly uplifted by journeying through the Marian Shrine of 
Guadalupe in Mexico, participate in the March for Life in Washington 
D.C., and serve alongside the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal and 
the Sisters of Life in New York.  
For more information, visit  
http://www.harvestjourneys.com/pilgrimages/our-pilgrimages/pv7420 or 
call 02) 9307 8152 or email chris.lee@sydneycatholic.org  

https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fthinkific-import.s3.amazonaws.com%2F98518%2FoHCyiwuzQIub80CbdpAp_pio%2520500x280.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholic.org%2Fsaints%2Fsaint.php%3Fsaint_id%3D311&docid=igSjkdkbe_OKfM&tbnid=XoNqNQ6d0

