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25th August 2019   YEAR C                            21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 66:18-21  
 
The Lord says this: I am coming to gather the nations of 
every language. They shall come to witness my glory. I will 
give them a sign and send some of their survivors to the 
nations: to Tarshish, Put, Lud, Moshech, Rosh, Tubal, and 
Javan, to the distant islands that have never heard of me or 
seen my glory. They will proclaim my glory to the nations. As 
an offering to the Lord they will bring all your brothers, on 
horses, in chariots, in litters, on mules, on dromedaries, from 
all the nations to my holy mountain in Jerusalem, says the 
Lord, like Israelites bringing oblations in clean vessels to the 
Temple of the Lord. And of some of them I will make priests 
and Levites, says the Lord. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 116  
 
R. Go out to all the world 
and tell the Good News. 
 
O praise the Lord, all you nations, 
acclaim him all you peoples! R. 
 
Strong is his love for us; 
he is faithful for ever. R. 
 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13  
 
Have you forgotten that encouraging text in which you are 
addressed as sons? My son, when the Lord corrects you, do 
not treat it lightly; but do not get discouraged when he 
reprimands you. For the Lord trains the ones that he loves 
and he punishes all those that he acknowledges as his sons. 
Suffering is part of your training; God is treating you as his 
sons. Has there ever been any son whose father did not train 
him? Of course, any punishment is most painful at the time, 
and far from pleasant; but later, in those on whom it has been 
used, it bears fruit in peace and goodness. So hold up your 
limp arms and steady your trembling knees and smooth out 
the path you tread; then the injured limb will not be 
wrenched, it will grow strong again. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation John 14:6  
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord; 
no one comes to the Father, except through me. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to  
Luke13:22-30  
 
Through towns and villages Jesus went teaching, making his 
way to Jerusalem. Someone said to him, 'Sir, will there be 
only a few saved?' He said to them, 'Try your best to enter by 
the narrow door, because, I tell you, many will try to enter and 
will not succeed. 
'Once the master of the house has got up and locked the 
door, you may find yourself knocking on the door, saying, 
"Lord, open to us" but he will 
answer, "I do not know where you 
come from." Then you will find 
yourself saying, "We once ate and 
drank in your company; you taught 
in our streets" but he will reply, "I do 
not know where you come from. 
Away from me, all you wicked 
men!" 
'Then there will be weeping and 
grinding of teeth, when you see Abraham and Isaac and 
Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, and 
yourselves turned outside. And men from the east and west, 
from north and south, will come to take their places at the 
feast in the kingdom of God. 
'Yes, there are those now last who will be first, and those now 
first who will be last.' 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney 
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you 
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and 
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also 
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a 
legal obligation to report crimes to the police. 

EUCHARISTIC FAST. 
Those who receive holy communion are to abstain for one hour 
beforehand from all food and drink with the exception of water 
and medicine. This does not apply to the elderly, the sick and 
those who care for them, or to priests celebrating a second or 
third Mass on a given day. 
 
It is most strongly recommended that the faithful receive holy 
communion in the course of a Eucharistic celebration 

CCL 918-919 

Reflection 
 

“Will there be only a few saved?” 
 

Occasionally you hear of certain people committing offences but not being prosecuted. They park where parking is not allowed, 
wherever they like, whenever they like. They may exceed the speed limit, get stopped by the police and politely saluted. In 2017 in 
Germany, a driver killed a cyclist by opening the door of his vehicle directly into the cyclist’s path without checking to see if the road 
was clear. He was not prosecuted. The people in question are diplomats, and they have diplomatic immunity. 
The human heart is an optimistic organ, and deep down many of us are disposed to think that we have a kind of diplomatic immunity 
as far as God is concerned, which somehow allows us to sin—even if this doesn’t apply to other people. We often think we have a 
good excuse and maybe imagine God as a genial magistrate who will say, “Don’t worry about it.” We understand that rules are 
important: God gave us the Ten Commandments; but ‘the rules don’t really apply to me”, we tell ourselves—although we may be 
very quick to criticise and condemn others who break them. A priest was once caught speeding. Quite truthfully he explained that he 
was running late for a funeral he was conducting. Instead of accepting this as a good reason, the officer replied, “I think the dead 
gentleman will wait a few more minutes for you, sir.” 
In today’s Gospel Jesus was asked whether only a few would be saved, but he didn’t give a straight answer to the question. He 
suggested that we should not speculate about others, but rather look to ourselves: “Try your best to enter by the narrow door , 
because, I tell you, many will try to enter and will not succeed.” 
When reading the Gospels it is helpful to know the context in which the words were originally spoken. Here we have Jesus speaking 
to first-century Jews, people absolutely confident that being Jewish meant they were saved. One Jewish rabbi at the time of Jesus 
was so full of assurance that he wrote, “To have one’s abode in Palestine is to be certain of eternal life.” Another said, “No 
circumcised man will ever see hell.” Against such complacency, Jesus warned that they might see Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and all 
the prophets in the kingdom of heaven, but find themselves turned away. And in their place would come others from the east, west, 
north and south. This meant Gentiles, no Jews, coming into heaven, which would have been a shock to the devout Jews, even 
though it had been prophesied by Isaiah in today’s first reading, “I am coming to gather the nations of every language.” 
Now, if we are to take on board for ourselves what Jesus was teaching to the Jewish people, we must not assume our membership 
of the Catholic Church is an automatic passport to heaven. For there are some Christians who believe they are saved, no matter 
how they live. Far from being harsh, Jesus is teaching about the wonderful kindness and mercy of God. “There’s a wideness in 
God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea.” There are going to be innumerable people from east, west, north and south coming into 
the kingdom of heaven. We may think about members of our own families and friends; people of different faiths and traditions. While 
the Church has the obligation to evangelise everyone, those who with a sincere heart are moved by grace, following their 
conscience, despite not knowing the Gospel, may achieve eternal salvation. 
How, then, are we saved? We don’t have to be saints to enter the kingdom of God. We are not to be alarmed as though there was  a 
certain standard to be attained. We will get there by following Jesus, by walking in his footsteps, trying our best to walk with him, as 
he put it, “by the narrow door”; trusting him to forgive us when we fail, being penitent and persevering in our faith. What gets us to 
heaven is God’s loving mercy, and this same mercy is what stops us taking our salvation for granted, as though it doesn’t mat ter 
what we do or how we behave. Our Lady can be our model and example. She was on tiptoe, not the tiptoe of fear that asks, “Sha ll I 
be saved?” but the tiptoe of someone eager to love and to do God’s will. 
 

The Living Word 

© Liturgia Liturgy Brisbane 2019 

RACHEL'S VINEYARD MINISTRIES  
Healing After Abortion Retreat 25-27 October 2019 

Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries Sydney offers regular healing retreats for 
those who have experienced an abortion. The retreat offers a sanctuary in 
which to renew, rebuild and redeem hearts broken by abortion in a safe, 
supportive, confidential and nonjudgmental environment.  
www.rachelsvineyard.org.au or call confidential voicemail 0400 092 555 or 
email info@rachelsvineyard.org.au.  
Next retreat 25-27 October 2019. 

. 
‘It is not just about migrants: it is about 
charity. Through works of charity we 
demonstrate our faith. And the highest 
form of charity is that shown to those 
unable to reciprocate and even thank us.’  
 

Pope Francis, Message for  

World Day of Migrants and Refugees, 2019  
 

Migrant and Refugee Sunday  
25th August, 2019 

Jesus  
was a Refugee 

www.lostsheep.com.au 

FREE DOWNLOAD 

Story & Resources 

https://migrants-refugees.va/ 

MORE INFORMATION 

Social Committee Social Committee   
FASHION PARADE FUNDRAISERFASHION PARADE FUNDRAISER 

 
Our winter fashion parade took 
place on 10 August 2019 and 
raised $625 towards the costs of 
running our parish.  Over 50 
parishioners and friends attended.  
Thanks to all who made the 
afternoon a success. 
 
We’ve booked a summer fashion 
parade for 22 February 2020 so 
please save the date. 

The lovely models (l to r): 
Rita, Tracey, Bridget, Maria & 
Antonia  
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In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  

without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 

on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 

or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDDINGS - August 2019 
  And the two shall become one 

 

Alessandro Di Donato & Danielle Demarinis-Ulloa 

Christopher Popovic & Francesca D'Onofrio 

 

13 18 19 

Have you changed your name, 
address, or phone number?  
If you have a WWCC don’t forget 
to update your details at  
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au  

BAPTISMS - August, 2019 
We welcome these children into God’s family  

and our parish community 
 

Selene La Rocca  

The Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation for St Joan of Arc Parish young people: 

 
CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL  

 

First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 at 7pm 
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 17th September, 2019 7pm  
Commitment Masses: 21st & 22nd September, 2019 
 
First Communion: Sunday 25 August, 2019  at 10.30am 

 

CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL 
 

First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 4th September, 2019 at 7pm 
 
First Communion: Sunday, 24th November, 2019 at 10.30am. 
Information Night: Tuesday 15th October, 2019 at 7pm 
Commitment Masses:  19th & 20th October, 2019 

 
(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date - 

Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at 
gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register) 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased:  Maria Angilletta, Pat Blake, Orazio Di 

Stefano, Bruno Orsatti, Ivan Portelli, Domenica Punturiero, 

Primo Vaccher, Teresina Bordignon, Fred Pace, Titta Melia, 

Elizabeth Ziegler, Maria Gullo, Angela Gaitanos, Chris Boyd, 

Antonio Di Gori, Pasquale Sacchetti, Giuseppe Scardilli, 

Andreana Marchese, Giuseppe Aversa, Antonio Raiti 
 

Rest in Peace:   Tindiglia & Brancatisano families, Gaspare 

D’onofrio, Tonino Di Giantomaso, Rosaria Di Bella, Giuseppina 

Macagni, Provvidenza Spataro, Olimpia & Domenico Spadaro, 

Antonio Cardillo, George & Miriam Parkhill, Alan Smithers, 

Joyce Tolhurst, Monica Christiansen, Salvatore Orsini, Antonio 

Gorga, Anne Brennan, Marco Angeloni, Tony Attard, Vincenzo 

Barca, Francesco Barca, Saverio Scarfone, Pietro Banno, 

Dominic & Catherine Sidoti, Vincenzo Barca, Francesco Barca, 

Madge Dorman, Emma Power, Sergio Volpato, Danilo Daniel, 

Michael & Mary Kayrooz, Jack McEnally, Dominic Banno, 

John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, 

Lattari & Aversa families,  John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino 

Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 

In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 

members of our community:  Carmel McNally, Neville Hill, 

Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,  Aitken Family, Liz 

Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline 

Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, 

Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 
 
 

 

 

Social Committee Social Committee   
 
 
Upcoming events  
  
Sunday 8 September – Parish morning tea after 9am Mass 
  
Sunday 22 September – Year 1 Family Mass at 9am followed by 
morning tea. 
 
Both events will be in the Mother Teresa Courtyard. 
  
If you can please bring a plate of food to share. 
  
Next Social Committee Meeting -  Wednesday 4 September 
2019 at 7.30pm in the presbytery. You are welcome to join us. 

Next week: 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Scripture Readings: 
First Reading:   Ecclesiasticus 3:17-20, 28-29 
Second Reading:  Hebrews 12:18-19, 22-24 
Gospel:   Luke 14:1, 7-14 
 
ROSTERS  
Scripture Readers:  
Saturday Vigil:  Annamaria Carey, Maria Del Vecchio 
Sunday 9.00am: Margaret Cassidy, Peter Etcell 
Sunday 6.00pm: Nunzio Arena, Carmelina De Francesco 
                                                                                                                                               
Ministers of Communion:  
Saturday Vigil:          Rita Raco, Judith Molloy 
   Helen Clarke, Alex Mediati 
Sunday 9.00am:         Romina De Grazia, Peter Doyle 
   Yvonne Molloy, Chris Molloy 
Sunday 6.00pm:          Loredana Bianco, Lucy Denley 
 
Children’s Liturgy: 
Sunday 9.00am         Paola Laurenzi 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
We invite you to share in the Sacraments of: 

EUCHARIST: 
Weekend   Saturday evening ……….………….…………...5.00pm 
                    Italian Mass:…………….…………...………….....6.15pm 
         Sunday : ..…………………………….9.00am & 6.00pm 
Weekdays:  Tuesday  (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of  

                          anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)….7.30pm 
  Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am 
  Friday ….…………………………………….……...…9.15am 
 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY  9am  Sunday Mass in school term 
 

RECONCILIATION 
  Saturday   ……………………………..4:30pm—4.50pm 
 

BAPTISM  SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month  at 
  11am. 
 

MARRIAGE Arrangements for a wedding must be made at 
least four months in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage 
Course is encouraged. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to 
those in need.  The Eucharist will also be brought to those who 
are ill or housebound upon request. Please notify the 
Presbytery if members of your family or other parishioners are 
in need of the Eucharist. 
 

St Joan of Arc School    Principal: Des Fox 
       Office Phone 9798 9780 
 

St Vincent’s Care Services Haberfield  
(formerly St Joan of Arc Villa)  Enquiries: 1800 778 767 

If you are a volunteer for a ministry 
which involves working with or 
being in contact with children and 
have not yet applied for a Working 
with Children Check then you will 
need to do so.  Apply at 
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au  

FEAST DAYS 
 
Tuesday 27th August 

St Monica 
 
Wednesday 28th August 

St Augustine 
 
Thursday 29th August 

The Passion of St John the Baptist  

 You are invited to pray the Rosary 3 times after 
Wednesday 9am mass for Our  Lady, Mary 
Mother and Queen to the Eternal Father to help 
stop the abortion bill being enacted. 
This will be an ongoing event every Wednesday 
until the issue has been resolved. 

Discovering Global Mission 
How can our skills create better opportunities for disadvantaged 
people? Communities in  Timor Leste, PNG, Samoa,  Kiribati and 
Kenya seek volunteers to assist their development. These assign-
ments are not quick fixes.   
Find out how teacher  Andrew Tham mentored both students and 
educators in Rubya, Tanzania, and how  sharing your skills can 
immerse you in a world of deep cultural discovery. 
Qualified medIcs, teachers, tradies, business and admins are al-
ways required.   
Palms Meet and Greet: 
Saturday September 21st @ 2pm  
John Street Cafe 
Dooleys Catholic Club 
11-17 Church St, LIDCOMBE 
Can’t commit long-term? Try a 2-week Encounter Tour:  
www.palms.org.au/encounters 

24 of our young people from St Joan of Arc 
School will celebrate their first Eucharist this 
Sunday 25th August, 2019 at 10.30am. 
Many thanks to all who have prepared them 
for this great sacrament:                            
Jacky Guardascione (REC) and                  
teachers from St Joan of Arc School. 

 
Let us pray for those who are to receive First Holy Communion. 

ECUMENISM IN AUSTRALIA, YESTERDAY AND TODAY 
 

The Commission for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations 
in the Archdiocese of Sydney invites you to a special 

lecture reflecting on Pope John Paul II’s Ecumenical 
Encyclical, Ut Unum Sint (That They May Be One). 

We will discuss the Encyclical, its call to action and ask 
ourselves how far have we come and how far have we 

still to go. 
 
Speakers:  Fr Gerard Kelly, Catholic Institute of Sydney 
Mr Thomas Westenberg, Commission for Ecumenical and 

Interfaith Relations, Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney 

Location: The Peter Cosgrove Centre, Level 18, The 
Tenison Woods House, 8-20 Napier Street, MacKillop 

Campus, Australian Catholic University, North Sydney 
Date: Thursday 29 August 2019 

Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm 
 
Bookings essential for catering purposes: 
www.trybooking.com/book/event?eid=536172& 

Refreshments provided  

Trauma affects us all differently 
If you have been affected by trauma either recently or in the 
past, our counsellors have specialist experience working 
through loss. Call CCareline on 13 18 19 to be connected to our 
free counselling service today. 

https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check

