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Welcome to

Reflection

“I have come to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were blazing already!”
Fire can evoke a happy image of cosy winter evenings; the smell of autumn bonfires; or of summer nights under the stars, toasting
marshmallows on the embers of a campfire. There is something about staring into the flames that induces a mellow mood of trusting
companionship. Around a fire we share our stories and draw closer. Firelight can make contemplatives of us all.
Yet the news of devastating wildfires in recent years have awakened us to the terrifying reality of fire’s destructive force. It is easy enough
to start a fire, but not always possible to contain it. In periods of prolonged dry weather, the careless lighting of a barbecue may wreak
havoc. Wildfires consume not only vast tracts of forest but people’s homes and farms as well, not to mention the habitat of countless
creatures. We see images on the news of roads blocked by carloads of panic-stricken families; of lines of firefighters in terrifying
temperatures; of scorched, blackened, treeless landscapes. Even with sophisticated fire-fighting equipment, a wildfire may prove
inextinguishable for weeks.
To ancient Jews, fire symbolised the unapproachable purity of god. The book of Exodus describes the billowing of smoke as God
descended to Mount Sinai. No one dared approach for fear of being vaporised in its consuming heat. Yet holiness also held an irresistible
attraction. God encourage Moses to approach, and not for the first time. God had already spoken to him form a burning bush in the
wilderness, and instructed him to remove his shoes, for he was standing on holy ground. That is the effect on anyone who draws nearer
to God: transformation. The encounter with pure goodness is likely to make us better, humbler people. And just as Moses’ bush blazed
but was no consumed, so we too, may burn with God’s own holy presence and survive unharmed: for God does not desire to destroy, but
to beckon us closer. The experience of holiness, it seems, is only intolerable to those who harden themselves against it s purifying effect.
In today’s Gospel we hear how Jesus said, “I have come to bring fire.” he wished it were already blazing across the earth. This was not
intended to terrify: Jesus had come neither to judge nor to destroy, but to save. His vision was of a holier way of life spreading like wildfire
across the earth. He believed that God was beginning to intervene in this world in a new and unstoppable way. Jesus did not say, “Stand
clear,” but “Come to me.” And all who did, however sinful, found themselves forgiven and cleansed in his holy presence. John the Baptist
had foretold that the Christ would come to baptise with fire. So it was that at Pentecost, “tongues” of fire came to rest upon the heads of
his followers. It was not, as John had anticipated, an avenging fire. God’s desire was to purify all peoples in an outpouring of God’s own
Holy Spirit, the burning ardour of pure love.
Imagine the whole world enveloped in God’s own divine life, with cruelty and meanness melting away in its heat. Imagine sparks of joy
and generosity igniting friendship between neighbours. The two disciples on the road to Emmaus exclaimed that their hearts burned within
them. It is possible for every heart to feel like that: burning with love for God; with compassion for those who suffer; with indignation at
injustice.
There is a saying attributed to Jesus by the early Christian scholar Origen which does not appear in the Bible: “Whoever is near me is
near the fire.” That may not sound very comfortable. Not everyone wants to smoulder with selfless love. Some may even shrink back in
terror. Jesus is certainly a disquieting presence, as he himself acknowledges in today’s Gospel. Indeed, following the path of discipleship
carries the risk of upsetting those people around us who find our honesty and integrity too challenging. We might even meet with scorn
within our own families, as Jesus warns.
In the presence of pure goodness, it seems, no one can remain indifferent. Jesus did not set out to divide families, nor to be a destructive
force, yet the fire of purifying love that he set ablaze across the world obliges people to make a choice: either to allow their lives to be
changed or to resist God’s sanctifying presence. Let our choice be to step forward into the divine life God so longs to share with us.

The Living Word

MEMORIAL MASS FOR THE UNBORN
St Marys Cathedral Sydney 28 August
Please attend the Memorial Mass for the Unborn at St
Marys Cathedral to commemorate the lives lost to abortion
in NSW and in solidarity with bereaved mothers, fathers,
siblings and grandparents. Please come along and
particpate through your prayerful support and presence.
Date: Wednesday 28 August 2019
Venue: St Marys Cathedral Sydney
Time: 7.00pm
Enquiries: steven.buhagiar@sydneycatholic.org or
0415600290

.
‘It is not just about migrants: it is about
charity. Through works of charity we
demonstrate our faith. And the highest
form of charity is that shown to those
unable to reciprocate and even thank us.’
Pope Francis, Message for
World Day of Migrants and Refugees, 2019

PUTTING RUNGS ON THE LADDER
TRI-DIOCESAN GATHERING
A Dinner Reflecting on the Australian Catholic
Social Justice Statement 2018-2019
‘A Place to Call Home: Making a Home for Everyone in our Land’

Migrant and Refugee Sunday
25th August, 2019
THURSDAY 29TH AUGUST 2019
6.00pm [for 6.30pm] - 9.00pm
Parramatta Cathedral Hall
Marist Place Parramatta
RSVP 23rd August 2019
Louise 02 8838 3462
Pina 02 8379 1627
Ruth 02 9307 8462

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a
legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

St Joan of Arc Parish
Haberfield
Parish Priest: Fr Phillip Zadro
Presbytery Office: 97 Dalhousie St Haberfield NSW 2045
P: 02 9798 6657 E: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au W: www.stjoanofarc.org.au
Parish Secretary: Tuesday – Wednesday 9.30am—2.30pm
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A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10
The king's leading men spoke to the king. 'Let Jeremiah be
put to death: he is unquestionably disheartening the
remaining soldiers in the city, and all the people too, by
talking like this. The fellow does not have the welfare of this
people at heart so much as its ruin.' 'He is in your hands as
you know,' King Zedekiah answered 'for the king is powerless
against you.' So they took Jeremiah and threw him into the
well of Prince Malchiah in the Court of the Guard, letting him
down with ropes. There was no water in the well, only mud,
and into the mud Jeremiah sank.
Ebed-melech came out from the palace and spoke to the
king. 'My lord king,' he said, 'these men have done a wicked
thing by treating the prophet Jeremiah like this: they have
thrown him into the well where he will die.' At this the king
gave Ebed-melech the Cushite the following order: 'Take
three men with you from here and pull the prophet Jeremiah
out of the well before he dies.'
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Responsorial Psalm Ps 39:2-4, 18
R. Lord, come to my aid!
I waited, I waited for the Lord
and he stooped down to me;
he heard my cry. R.
He drew me from the deadly pit,
from the miry clay.
He set my feet upon a rock
and made my footsteps firm. R.
He put a new song into my mouth,
praise of our God.
Many shall see and fear
and shall trust in the Lord. R.
As for me, wretched and poor,
the Lord thinks of me.
You are my rescuer, my help,
O God, do not delay! R.

18th August 2019

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 12:1-4
With so many witnesses in a great cloud on every side of us,
we too, then, should throw off everything that hinders us,
especially the sin that clings so easily, and keep running
steadily in the race we have started. Let us not lose sight of
Jesus, who leads us in our faith and brings it to perfection: for
the sake of the joy which was still in the future, he endured
the cross, disregarding the shamefulness of it, and from now
on has taken his place at the right of God's throne. Think of
the way he stood such opposition from sinners and then you
will not give up for want of courage. In the fight against sin,
you have not yet had to keep fighting to the point of death.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation John 10:27
Alleluia, alleluia!
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord;
I know them, and they follow me.
Alleluia!
A reading from the holy Gospel according to
Luke 12:49-53
Jesus said to his disciples: 'I have come to bring fire to the
earth, and how I wish it were blazing already! There is a
baptism I must still receive, and how great is my distress till it
is over!
'Do you suppose that I am here to bring peace on earth? No,
I tell you, but rather division. For from now on a household of
five will be divided: three against two and two against three;
the father divided against the son, son against father, mother
against daughter, daughter against mother, mother-in-law
against daughter-in-law, daughter-in-law against mother-inlaw.'
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION for Australia and New Zealand
are 15 August (Assumption) and 25 December (Christmas).
The importance of a day in the liturgical calendar is determined by
its rank (solemnity, feast, memorial): a Holy Day is simply a
solemnity celebrated like a Sunday, that is, with obligation.
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FEAST DAYS

Tuesday 20th August
St Bernard
Wednesday 21st August
St Pius X
Thursday 22nd August
The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday 24th August
St Bartholomew
BAPTISMS - August, 2019
We welcome these children into God’s family
and our parish community

Selene La Rocca
WEDDINGS - August 2019
And the two shall become one

Alessandro Di Donato & Danielle Demarinis-Ulloa
Christopher Popovic & Francesca D'Onofrio
Stand for Life Rally against proposed Abortion Laws
The NSW Parliament is about to legislate for abortion on
demand till birth, one of the most extreme abortion laws in the
world. The Bill was pushed through the Legislative Assembly
and will be debated in the Legislative Council from Tuesday, 20
August.
Join us in peaceful protest against this radical proposed
legislation.
DATE: Tuesday 20 August.
WHERE: Martin Place (Macquarie Street side)
TIME: 6pm until 9pm (including vigil outside NSW Parliament)
Under this Bill:
- Children can be aborted for any reason right up till the final
moments of a pregnancy;
- Amendments to protect children who survive botched
abortions attempts were defeated;
- There are no safeguards to prevent targeted abortion based
on gender or disability;
- Doctors and medical staff are compelled to participate (by
referral) in the taking of an innocent life.
This Bill was ambushed on Parliament, with no consultation, in
an attempt to curb community backlash. This is our last
opportunity to fight against this extremist Bill.
18 of our young people from St Joan of Arc
School will celebrate their first Eucharist this
Sunday 18th August, 2019 at 10.30am.
Many thanks to all who have prepared them
for this great sacrament:
Jacky Guardascione (REC) and
teachers from St Joan of Arc School.
Let us pray for those who are to receive First Holy Communion.

Page 2

Help protect human life
from conception until death in NSW!
Dear Friend
Earlier this week, the Reproductive Health Care Reform
Bill 2019 (Bill) passed the NSW Lower House.
It will now proceed to the NSW Upper House for a vote
and, if passed, it will make abortion legal up until birth
in NSW, for any reason, as long as two doctors agree if
the baby is more than 22 weeks’ old.
The Bill has been rushed through Parliament, but there
is still time for your voice to be heard in this debate.
We must act immediately to try and stop this Bill.
Please sign this petition [in the church foyer] to ask
Members of the Upper House to vote against this Bill,
and to be provided with other opportunities to protect
life from conception until natural death in NSW.
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Next week: 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Scripture Readings:
First Reading:
Isaiah 66:18-21
Second Reading:
Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13
Gospel:
Luke 13:22-30
ROSTERS
Scripture Readers:
Saturday Vigil:
Greg Hill, Judith Molloy
Sunday 9.00am:
Peter Etcell, Lyn Regan
Sunday 6.00pm:
Anna-Maria Stephens, Lucy Denley
Ministers of Communion:
Saturday Vigil:
Majella Hill, Anna Attard
Maria Del Vecchio, Enrica Bova
Sunday 9.00am:
Rhonda Albani, Imelda Bottero
Antonietta Catanzariti, Maria Calabrese
Sunday 6.00pm:
Rita Raco, Josie Banno
Children’s Liturgy:
Sunday 9.00am
Emma Mauceri

The petition needs to be acted upon as soon as
possible.

[Please note that the parish will forward the petition to the
relevant authority]
FIVE DOCK SCHOOLS
(this includes Haberfield)
Future schooling consultation
As part of Sydney Catholic Schools (SCS) commitment to the provision of the very best Catholic education for students, we are beginning a process of consultation about future schooling opportunities.
Each parishioner is invited to contribute to the process of planning for
the future needs of our students across the Inner Western Region.
The first phase of the consultation is a survey. The survey can be
accessed on https://tinyurl.com/y5z9qqdo .
A combined Parish Workshop for the parishes of the Five Dock Area
will be held at All Hallows Primary school, Five Dock on Wednesday 21 August (7:00pm – 9:00pm). Everyone is invited to attend.
Parishioners can also register online at
https://tinyurl.com/y5z9qqdo .

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Earlier this year I invited different people and groups in the Parish to
put together a team that would work on the formation of a Pastoral
Council for St Joan of Arc Parish.
That team has completed its work and a Pastoral Council will have
its initial meeting on 27 August. This initial meeting will be about the
meaning and purpose of a Pastoral Council and begin to set an
agenda for regular meetings that will follow.
Membership will be made up of six representatives of active Parish
groups with the Parish Priest. It will also include the Principal (or
representative) of St Joan of Arc School, a representative from
Friends of Arc and a representative of the Marist Sisters who have a
community in the Parish. Particular individuals may be invited to join
the Council if the needs of the Parish make it important to do so.
There will be more to say about all this, and you will be kept
informed. For now please pray the Holy Spirit’s guidance on the
beginning Council.
Fr Phil.
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The Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion
and Confirmation for St Joan of Arc Parish young people:
CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL
First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 at 7pm
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 17th September, 2019 7pm
Commitment Masses: 21st & 22nd September, 2019
First Communion: Sunday 18 and 25 August, 2019 at 10.30am
CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL

First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 4th September, 2019 at 7pm
Commitment Masses: 3rd & 4th August, 2019
First Communion: Sunday, 24th November, 2019 at 10.30am.
Information Night: Tuesday 15th October, 2019 at 7pm
Commitment Masses: 19th & 20th October, 2019
(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at
gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register)

13 18 19

We invite you to share in the Sacraments of:
EUCHARIST:
Weekend
Saturday evening ……….………….…………...5.00pm
Italian Mass:…………….…………...………….....6.15pm
Sunday : ..…………………………….9.00am & 6.00pm
Weekdays: Tuesday (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of
anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)….7.30pm
Wednesday, Thursday …………....…..………9.00am
Friday ….…………………………………….……...…9.15am
CHILDREN’S LITURGY

9am Sunday Mass in school term

RECONCILIATION
Saturday ……………………………..4:30pm—4.50pm
BAPTISM

SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the month at
11am.

MARRIAGE Arrangements for a wedding must be made at
least four months in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage
Course is encouraged.
ANOINTING OF THE SICK
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to
those in need. The Eucharist will also be brought to those who
are ill or housebound upon request. Please notify the
Presbytery if members of your family or other parishioners are
in need of the Eucharist.
St Joan of Arc School

Principal: Des Fox
Office Phone 9798 9780

St Vincent’s Care Services Haberfield
(formerly St Joan of Arc Villa)
Enquiries: 1800 778 767
Have you changed your name,
address, or phone number?
If you have a WWCC don’t forget
to update your details at
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au

If you are a volunteer for a ministry
which involves working with or
being in contact with children and
have not yet applied for a Working
with Children Check then you will
need to do so. Apply at
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au
LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
Recently Deceased: Pat Blake, Orazio Di Stefano, Bruno
Orsatti, Ivan Portelli, Domenica Punturiero, Primo Vaccher,
Teresina Bordignon, Fred Pace, Titta Melia, Elizabeth Ziegler,
Maria Gullo, Angela Gaitanos, Chris Boyd, Antonio Di Gori,
Pasquale Sacchetti, Giuseppe Scardilli, Andreana Marchese,
Giuseppe Aversa, Antonio Raiti, Giovanni Cassino
Rest in Peace:
Rosaria Di Bella, Giuseppina Macagni,
Provvidenza Spataro, Olimpia & Domenico Spadaro, Antonio
Cardillo, George & Miriam Parkhill, Alan Smithers, Joyce
Tolhurst, Monica Christiansen, Salvatore Orsini, Antonio
Gorga, Anne Brennan, Marco Angeloni, Tony Attard, Vincenzo
Barca, Francesco Barca, Saverio Scarfone, Pietro Banno,
Dominic & Catherine Sidoti, Vincenzo Barca, Francesco Barca,
Madge Dorman, Emma Power, Sergio Volpato, Danilo Daniel,
Michael & Mary Kayrooz, Sr Mary John Kayrooz, SR M
Domenica Bordignon, Jack McEnally, Dominic Banno, John &
Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, Lattari &
Aversa families,
John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino
Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill
members of our community: Carmel McNally, Neville Hill,
Anna Attard, Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau, Aitken Family, Liz
Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline
Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc,
Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro
In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657

