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Reflection
“Who appointed me your judge, or the arbitrator of your claims?”

Etiquette gets everywhere, or breaches of etiquette do. Some of its expressions appear quaint to us today, especially if they
are no longer in common use. Do you remember when people always turned up on time for appointments? Once it was the
done thing. And there was a time when people would never discuss money, at least not in public. Dining etiquette is of great
importance in many cultures. In the Middle East, the etiquette of the meal is very important—and it was perhaps even more so
in biblical times. That's what made Judas’ dining with Jesus and then betraying him so soon afterwards so shocking to those at
table—apart from the horror of the betrayal itself.

A further example of etiquette in a biblical context was that family business—especially disputes—should never be discussed
in front of guests or strangers. Martha, as we heard a couple of weeks ago, forgets this custom when she asks Jesus to tell her
sister to give a hand with the housework. The same mistake is made by the man in the crowd today who shouts out to Jesus,
who is passing by at that time: “Master, tell my brother to give me a share of our inheritance.” Jesus’ reply indicates he is not
impressed by the request: family business again being discussed in public.

This apparently isolated incident turns out to be anything but, Jesus is journeying towards Jerusalem. It is a journey that is
described over ten full chapters of the Gospel. At one point, while he was still active in Galilee, Jesus made a life-changing
decision. It is described in a simple phrase in Luke’s Gospel: “Now as the time drew near for him to be taken up to heaven,
[Jesus] resolutely took the road for Jerusalem.” Literally, in the biblical Greek, he set his face towards Jerusalem. He has made
the decision to journey toward his own death. Everything that Jesus says and does from now until he reaches Jerusalem is
connected with the journey and, of course, its destination.

The man’s lack of etiquette pales into insignificance compared with the importance of Jesus’ mission. Leaving bad manners
aside, the man from the crowd is obsessed with himself and what he perceives to be his. At the same time, Jesus, the Son of
Man, is utterly focused on giving his very self for the sake of humanity. The man from the crowd is small-minded, selfish and
insular. Now he is asking a favour from the one who gives his life as a ransom for all— the ultimate action of selflessness and
generosity. Jesus gives him a parable on which to reflect. All parables provoke questions, rather than supplying answers. The
man must identify what questions the parable presents to him. Is he like a man who, having taken in a huge harvest, wants so
much to celebrate the present that he invest nothing in the future? It's a future he soon finds he doesn’t have, since his life
ends that very night.

This is one of many places in the Gospel where Jesus urges people to decide where their priorities lie. Elsewhere, he says,
“Set your hearts on [God’s] kingdom first... and all these other things will be given you as well”, and “where your treasure is,
there will your heart be also”.

Here’s a test to discover where your heart is set. Make a list. It does not have to be written down—you can do it in your head.
List what are the most important things, or people, or achievements in your life. If you can put them in order, well and good, but
that is not of prime importance. Who or what you list is, of course, indicative of the person your are. When you have made your
list, think about it. Was God on your list? Was the kingdom of heaven? If not, you might want to revise it.

It's a pity we don’t hear what happened to the man desperate to get his hands on his share of the inheritance. It would be nice
to think that he became a disciple and abandoned his pursuit of wealth. It would also be nice to think that he and his brother
were reconciled and laid aside arguments about money. Perhaps, in the words with which Jesus concludes today’s Gospel, he
saw the importance of “making himself rich in the sight of God”. It would be good if we could do likewise.
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Feast of
MARY, MOTHER AND
QUEEN
THIS SUNDAY,

Please welcome our guest speaker:

Mark Phillips 4TH AUGUST, 2019
11.00am Mass in Italian
FR PHILLIP & FR FADY

12noon Resary

Refreshments to be served in the
Mother Teresa courtyard after Rosary

A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone you
know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9390 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also
want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has a
il legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

A reading from the book of Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23

Vanity of vanities, the Preacher says. Vanity of vanities. All is
vanity!

For so it is that a man who has laboured wisely, skilfully and
successfully must leave what is his own to someone who has
not toiled for it at all. This, too, is vanity and great injustice; for
what does he gain for all the toil and strain that he has
undergone under the sun? What of all his laborious days, his
cares of office, his restless nights? This, too, is vanity.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 89:3-6, 12-14, 17
R. In every age, O Lord, you have been our refuge.

You turn men back into dust

and say: 'Go back, sons of men.'

To your eyes a thousand years

are like yesterday, come and gone,
no more than a watch in the night. R.

You sweep men away like a dream,

like grass which springs up in the morning.
In the morning it springs up and flowers:
by evening it withers and fades. R.

Make us know the shortness of our life
that we may gain wisdom of heart.
Lord, relent! Is your anger for ever?
Show pity to your servants. R.

In the morning, fill us with your love;

we shall exult and rejoice all our days.
Let the favour of the Lord be upon us:
give success to the work of our hands. R.

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Colossians 3:1-5, 9-
11

Since you have been brought back to true life with Christ, you
must look for the things that are in heaven, where Christ is,
sitting at God's right hand. Let your thoughts be on heavenly
things, not on the things that are on the earth, because you
have died, and now the life you have is hidden with Christ in
God. But when Christ is revealed - and he is your life - you too
will be revealed in all your glory with him.

That is why you must kill everything in you that belongs only to
earthly life: fornication, impurity, guilty passion, evil desires and

especially greed, which is the same thing as worshipping a
false god; and never tell each other lies. You have stripped off
your old behaviour with your old self, and you have put on a
new self which will progress towards true knowledge the more
it is renewed in the image of its creator; and, in that image
there is no room for distinction between Greek and Jew,
between the circumcised or the uncircumcised, or between
barbarian and Scythian, slave and free man. There is only
Christ: he is everything and he is in everything.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 5:3

Alleluia, alleluia!

Happy the poor in spirit;

the kingdom of heaven is theirs!
Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 12:13-21

A man in the crowd said to. Jesus, 'Master, tell my brother to
give me a share of our inheritance.' 'My friend," he replied ‘'who
appointed me your judge, or the arbitrator of your claims?' Then
he said to them, 'Watch, and be on your guard against avarice
of any kind, for a man's life is not made secure by what he
owns, even when he has more than he needs.’

Then he told them a parable:
‘There was once a rich man who,
having a good harvest from his
land, thought to himself, "What am
[ to, do? | have not enough room
to store my crops." Then he said,
"This is what | will do: I will pull
down my barns and build bigger
ones, and store all my grain and
my goods in them, and | will say,
to my soul: 'My soul, you have plenty of good things laid by for
many years to come; take things easy, eat, drink, have a good
time." But God said to him, "Fool! This very night the demand
will be made for your soul; and this hoard of yours, whose will it
be then?" So it is when a man stores up treasure for himself in
place of making himself rich in the sight of God.'

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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FEAST DAYS
Tuesday 6th August
The Transfiguration of the Lord
Thursday 8th August
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop
Saturday 10th August
St Lawrence

BAPTISMS - August, 2019
We welcome these children into God’s family
and our parish community

Selene La Rocco

WEDDINGS - August 2019
And the two shall become one

Alessandro Di Donato & Danielle Demarinis-Ulloa
Christopher Popovic & Francesca D'Onofrio

TRIBUNAL OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

Outreaching to all of those who have experienced a marriage break-
down and question the validity of their first marriage as understood by

the Church.
Inquiries: 9307 8300 or email: admin@sydneytribunal.org.au

PIETY STALL
GIFTS FOR CHILDREN & ADULTS

a variety of books available —
topics include stories of the saints;
The Commandments; The Seven Sacraments;

Statues; Rosary Beads; Holy Cards.
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Ignite Conference

Sydney
\ October 3-6
The Ignite Conference is
> one of Australia's most

. powerful Catholic youth and
& family conferences. For the
first time ever this October
3-6, Ignite Conference will be held in Sydney. The
conference draws together a network of high
schoolers, young adults, ministry leaders, families,
teachers, priests and religious from around the
country, sending them out with a passion for
mission and authentic faith in Jesus. Students
from all Sydney Catholic Schools are offered a
50% discount and special packages for families are
available as well.
For more information,
visit www.sydneycatholicyouth.org/ignite19/
contact the team at Sydney Catholic Youth on
(02) 9307 8152 or  info@sydneycatholicyouth.org

or

PLENARY COUNCIL UPDATE

The Sydney Plenary Council Working Group 1 T Izl
thanks all who participated in the hundreds of L R
listening and dialogues sessions, those who FienaryCounci2020 =%
took the time to prepare individual

submissions; parish ambassadors, parish priests and clergy and other
leaders within schools and the wider community who promoted,
facilitated, guided, encouraged and supported the first phase of the
journey towards the Plenary Council 2020. Our voices were part of an
extraordinary response across Australia. More than 222,000 people
participated in listening and dialogue encounters and contributed
17,457 submissions during the first stage of preparation for the
Australian Plenary Council.

What did we say?

The six national themes that emerged from sharing our stories and
hope for the future of the Church in Australia have been released with
snapshot reports that provide a sample of the responses. For the
themes and reports, visit: https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/

What next?

We are now moving into the second phase of the Plenary Council
process — Listening and Discernment. Our voices will continue to be
integral in the formation of the Plenary Council agenda through a
process of communal discernment of the national themes that can be
undertaken within parishes and other groups. In the coming weeks
there will be more on how you and a parish group can become
involved.

A New Resource — Baptism as the Catalyst for Life

As part of our journey towards Plenary Council 2020, we invite groups
within the parish community to come together to pray and discern
living out our baptismal calling as contemporary Australians. The
Baptism as the Catalyst Life resource can be drawn on to guide and
support leaders and groups within parishes.

Visit:
https://www.sydneycatholic.org/abasiplenarcouncit2020/
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invites you to a fundraising
Winter Fashion Parade

Comejoin us!

Grab a bargain!

NEXT SATURDAY 10TH AUGUST, 2019 AT 1PM
in St Joan of Arc School Hall
88 Dalhousie Street, Haberfield

Tickets $10: available from the Piety Stall
& Church Foyer after weekend masses
Tealcoffee and
light refreshments provided

For further information—
Carmel McKeough 0407 455 526 or
Grace Mediati 0452 513 017

Fashionsby &6 Rai nbow Fashi gn
Accessories will also be available for purchase
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Next week: 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Scripture Readings:

First Reading: Wisdom 18:6-9

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19

Gospel: Luke 12:32-48

ROSTERS

Scripture Readers:

Saturday Vigil: Vicki Smith, Sue Smith
Sunday 9.00am: Rhonda Albani, Don Bastone
Sunday 6.00pm: Maria Greenaway, Mina Nohra

Ministers of Communion:

Saturday Vigil: Rita Raco, Anna Attard
Maria Del Vecchio, Maria Wheeler
Sunday 9.00am: Grace Mediati, Beatrice Bastone
Peter Doyle, Tracey Baxter
Sunday 6.00pm: Carmel McKeough, Loredana Bianco
Children’s Liturgy:
Sunday 9.00am Alison Coyne
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The Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion
and Confirmation for St Joan of Arc Parish young people:

CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL

First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 at 7pm
Parent Meetinuesday 17th September, 2019 7pm
Commitment Massist & 22nd September, 2019

First Communion: Sunday 18 and 25 August, 2019 at 10.30am

CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL

First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 4th September, 2019 at 7pm
Commitment Mass8ést & 4th August, 2019

First Communion: Sunday, 24th November, 2019 at 10.30am.
Information Nighaesday 15th October, 2019 at 7pm
Commitment Massé8th & 20th October, 2019

(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date -
Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at
gregh200@yahoo.confoamore information and to register)

‘If God can work through me, he can work through anyone.’

Francis of Asgis

If you are a volunteer for a ministry
which mvolves working with or
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Récently Deceased: Pat Blake, Orazio Di Stefano, Bruno
KOYs8RP Ivdh I Pdrtelli, Domenica Punturiero, Primo Vaccher,
C'Pépegﬁrﬁ) BoviRskon! Fred Pace, Titta Melia, Elizabeth Ziegler,

in Gylgy _ugda¢GaitgngsnGhris Boyd, Antonio Di Gori,
Pasquale Sacchetti, Giuseppe Scardilli, Andreana Marchese,
Giuseppe Aversa, Antonio Raiti, Giovanni Cassino

Rest _in _Peace: Olimpia & Domenico Spadaro, Antonio
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Have you changed your name,
address, or phone number?

If you have a WWCC don’t forget
to update your details at
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au

the working
with children

check X

Ashing, Annelise Buda, Giovanni Luci,
Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco, Tony Sulfaro

Stephan Ferenc,

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657
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https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
https://www.sydneycatholicyouth.org/ignite19/
mailto:info@sydneycatholicyouth.org

