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Reflection
“The Father and | are one.”

In New Zealand the sheep still outnumber the people by a ratio of about seven to one. There is a wonderful story told of a
newly ordained bishop in that country who set off to visit some of the remote rural areas of his diocese. Confronted with an
assembly of young children, he was confident that he was on to a winner by asking how many of their families kept sheep.
Almost all the children put up their hands and so he launched into an explanation of his role as a shepherd, following in the
footsteps of Jesus, the good shepherd going in search of the one lost sheep and leaving the other ninety-nine until he found it.
Then he made his fatal mistake; he said to the children: “| am sure your parents would do the same if one of your sheep went
missing.” Immediately one little boy responded and told the bishop in no uncertain terms that his dad would certainly not, having
more of the little so-and-sos to look after than he could cope with as it was. Instead of being flustered and wondering how to
respond, the bishop might have turned this unexpected response to his advantage, explaining to the children that Jesus was
always stretching our imagination and telling stories that require us to think differently from the way we naturally tend to.

Of course, Jesus is inviting us to see ourselves as his sheep and reminding us that each of us is utterly precious. Matthew and
Luke tell us the story of the “lost sheep”, but it is John who takes up the image of Jesus as the good shepherd and explores its
meaning throughout the tenth chapter of his Gospel. Today’s short extract completes his explanation, but it is worth noting that
this is all part of a long and threatening exchange which Jesus is having with those who will not accept his message. Jesus is
explaining that he has come from a loving and merciful Father and that those who accept his message and follow him will
belong to him and to his Father for all eternity.

In the book of Revelation—the Apocalypse—John tells us that “a huge number, impossible to count, of people from every
nation, race, tribe and language” are assembled in heaven, having come through persecution and “washed their robes white
again in the blood of the Lamb”. Not only is Jesus the good shepherd, he is also the Lamb who was sacrificed so that we might
be saved. Of supreme importance is the reminder from Jesus: “The Father and | are one.” Jesus will reinforce this message in
the Last Supper discourse that follows in John’s Gospel. Remember, when Phillip asks to see the Father, Jesus reiterates the
message and then goes on to pray that we may all be one as well.

Traditionally this fourth Sunday of Easter—"Good Shepherd Sunday” - is set aside as a day of prayer for vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. In every age the family of the Church is in need of those willing to dedicate their entire lives to
shepherding the flock, but in today’s Church we are also becoming more and more conscious of the fact that every disciple of
Jesus, by virtue of baptism, is called to share in the ministry of shepherding, caring for and healing those in need. Once we
commit ourselves to the Lord we recognise that we are the brothers and sisters of Jesus, children of the Father, members of
Christ's body. We all have a vocation, a calling from God, and in many parts of the world it is important that we stress the
importance of this, because where the number of ordained ministers is in decline, the Christian community will flourish only if all
are using their gifts to ensure that we remain vibrant and united in the Lord.

History teaches us that there have been many times when the Church has had to wait patiently and be attentive to the
promptings of God’s Spirit. Now is the time to beg once more for those gifts of wisdom and understanding so that we may
discern the way forward and ensure that someone is there to bring back those who have strayed and tend the wounds of those
who are broken.

The Living Word
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ST JOAN OF ARC FEAST DAY 30 May 2019 & celebration of our parish

Dear Parishioners

There will be a special Mass on Thursday, 30 May 2019 at 7.00pm to celebrate the
feast day of St Joan of Arc and the contribution of all our ministers and volunteers in the
parish.

St Joan of Arc showed great strength, courage and resilience in her short life.
Throughout her difficulties she was sustained by her faith in God. As a parish we can be inspired by the
example of our patron saint in these challenging times.

Our parish can only exist with the support of you the members of the parish and all those who undertake
a ministry role. This special Mass is my opportunity as your parish priest to thank everyone who
contributes to the life and vitality of the parish by giving their time, talents and gifts. This includes:

Readers Cantors Music Ministry Acolytes Lenten Groups
Altar servers Altar Society ~ Childrens’ Liturgy Piety Stall Legion of Mary
Rosary Group Ministers of Holy Communion St Vincent de Paul Society

Catechists in local schools and the Sacramental Program
Church cleaning & maintenance Plenary Council Group members
Money collectors & counters Liturgy Committee

Italian Community
Social Committee

Our Mass will be followed by supper in the Mother Teresa Courtyard.
| trust you can celebrate Mass with me on 30 May and | look forward to continuing to work with you to
build a stronger and more vibrant parish.

Fr Phil

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 13:14, 43-52

Paul and Barnabas carried on from Perga till they reached Antioch
in Pisidia. Here they went to the synagogue on the sabbath and
took their seats.

When the meeting broke up, many Jews and devout converts
joined Paul and Barnabas, and in their talks with them Paul and
Barnabas urged them to remain faithful to the grace God has given
them.

The next sabbath almost the whole town assembled to hear the
word of God. When they saw the crowds, the Jews, prompted by
jealousy, used blasphemies and contradicted everything Paul said.
Then Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly. "We had to proclaim the
word of God to you first, but since you have rejected it, since you
do not think yourselves worthy of eternal life, we must turn to the
pagans. For this is what the Lord commanded us to do when he
said:

| have made you a light for the nations,

so that my salvation may reach the ends of the earth.'

It made the pagans very happy to hear this and they thanked the
Lord for his message; all who were destined for eternal life became
believers. Thus the word of the Lord spread through the whole
countryside.

But the Jews worked upon some of the devout women of the upper
classes and the leading men of the city and persuaded them to turn
against Paul and Barnabas and expel them from their territory. So
they shook the dust from their feet in defiance and went off to
Iconium; but the disciples were filled with joy and the Holy Spirit.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm Ps 99:1-3, 5
R. We are his people, the sheep of his flock.

Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
Come before him, singing for joy. R.

Know that he, the Lord, is God.
He made us, we belong to him,
we are his people, the sheep of his flock. R.

Indeed, how good is the Lord,
eternal his merciful love.
He is faithful from age to age. R.

A reading from the book of the Apocalypse 7:9, 14-17

I, John, saw a huge number, impossible to count, of people from
every nation, race, tribe and language; they were standing in front
of the throne and in front of the Lamb, dressed in white robes and
holding palms in their hands. One of the elders said to me, These

are the people who have been through the great persecution, and
because they have washed their robes white again in the blood of
the Lamb, they now stand in front of God's throne and serve him
day and night in his sanctuary; and the One who sits on the throne
will spread his tent over them. They will never hunger or thirst
again; neither the sun nor scorching wind will ever plague them,
because the Lamb who is at the throne will be their shepherd and
will lead them to springs of living water; and God will wipe away all
tears from their eyes.'

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation John 10:14

Alleluia, alleluia!

I am the good shepherd, says the Lord;
I know my sheep, and mine know me.
Alleluia!

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 10:27-30

Jesus said:
‘The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice;
| know them and they follow me.

| give them eternal life;

they will never be lost

and no one will ever steal them from
me.

The Father who gave them to me is
greater than anyone,

and no one can steal from the Father.
The Father and | are one.'

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

The Month of May. Within the cycle of a year, the church unfolds
the whole of the mystery of Christ, from his incarnation and birth
until his ascension, the day of Pentecost, and the expectation of
blessed hope and of the Lord’s return...

In celebrating this annual cycle of Christ's mysteries, the Church
honours with special love Mary, the Mother of God, who is
joined by an inseparable bond to the saving work of her son. In
her the Church holds up and admires the most excellent effect of
the redemption and joyfully contemplates, as in a flawless image,
that which the Church itself desires and hopes wholly to be.

SC 102, 103
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FEAST DAYS
Tuesday 14th May
St Matthias

BAPTISMS - May, 2019
We welcome these children into God’s family
and our parish community
Allegra Marrama, Remi Rinaudo,
Giuseppe Sultana, Sofia D’Albora , Loretta Gullotta

WEDDINGS - May 2019
And the two shall become one

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

Vigil 5.00pm: For deceased Mothers
9.00am: For the people of the
Parish
(Pro Popolo)
6.00pm: For Mothers
Grandmothers

Great-Grandmothers

Next week: Fifth Sunday of Easter

Scripture Readings:
First Reading:
Second Reading:

Acts 14:21-27
Apocalypse 21:1-5
John 13:31-35

Scripture Readers:
Saturday Vigil:
Sunday 9.00am:
Sunday 6.00pm:

Enrica Bova, Greg Hill
Kate Svoboda, Hannah Svoboda
Vicki Smith, Sue Smith

Ministers of Communion:
Saturday Vigil: Rita Raco, Cathy Carrozza

Anna Attard, Majella Hill

Sunday 9.00am: Yvonne Molloy, Rhonda Albani

Carlos Bullon & Natalie Sufferini
Domenic Leva & Stephanie Audino

Federal Election 2019

- Sydney Archdiocese

SociAL COMMITTEE UPDATE ?
b e il

Thursday, 30 May 2019—Feast of St Joan of Arc
Mass at 7.00pm followed by supper in the Mother Teresa
Courtyard — see notice on back page from Fr Phil

Sunday 16 June 2019 — Year 4 Family Mass at 9am followed by

For the first time, The Archdiocese invited political parfiesrning tea in the Mother Teresa Courtyard

to provide responses to a series of questions about tié
stance on some of the most critical issues at stake af| 1
weekendds el ection. The
education and care for the vulnerable. Their respons¢s
form the basis of the Federal Election Guide availabl
the foyer today.

- Australian Cathol i c Bl

The bishops call for respect in public debate, share etp,glg

social teaching and detail some key issues to reflg

% Egrday 22 June 2019 - Healing Mass and Anointing of the

at10 am followedb mornm tea in the church foyer.
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If you are able to we ask if you could please bring a plate to

fhese events.

Next Social Committee Meeting

. Th(?&SociaI Committee meets first Wednesday of the month.

Qnﬁg Wednesday, 5th June at 7.30pm in the
Bytery.
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ct on You are welcome to join us.

before you vote. oPol it é ers\}Vaﬂtedservi ce of peace:
by the Catholic bishops of Australia for the 2019 ¢4 F:ere are two Healing Masses planned for the remainder of

el ectiond wawcathmle.orfl.au n d

he year — 22 June and 26 October. We have a number of
par|sh|oners who would like to get to the Healing Mass but
need transport to do so. If you would like to volunteer to
bring one of our unwell and mostly housebound parishioners
to a Healing Mass could you please contact Sue in the parish
office and provide your details.

Carmel McKeough, Pina Furlan
Sunday 6.00pm: Josie Banno, Carmelina De Francesco
Children’s Liturgy:

Sunday 9.00am Paola Laurenzi

The Sacraments of First Reconciliation, First Holy Communion
and Confirmation for St Joan of Arc Parish young people:

CHILDREN ATTENDING ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL

First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 6th November, 2019 at 7pm
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 17th September, 2019 7pm
Commitment Masses: 21st & 22nd September, 2019

First Communion: Sunday 18 and 25 August, 2019 at 10.30am
Parent Meeting: Tuesday 18 June 7pm
Commitment Masses: 22nd & 23rd June, 2019

Confirmation: Saturday, 25th May, 2019 at 5pm
Reflection Night: Tuesday 21st May, 2019 at 7pm
CHILDREN ATTENDING SCHOOLS OTHER THAN ST JOAN OF ARC SCHOOL

First Reconciliation: Wednesday, 4th September, 2019 at 7pm
Information Night: Tuesday 30th July, 2019 at 7pm

First Communion: Sunday, 24th November, 2019 at 10.30am.
Information Night: Tuesday 15th October, 2019 at 7pm

Confirmation: Sunday, 26th May, 2019 at 11am
Reflection Night: Tuesday 21st May, 2019 at 7pm

(Preparation classes start Sundays 4 weeks before sacrament date -
Please contact Greg Hill, our Sacramental co-ordinator at
gregh200@yahoo.com.au for more information and to register)
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Thank you to all who donated so generously.
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You are still able to support this appeal by using

the special envelopes on pews, or visiting the

CWF website to donate securely by credit card
(please remember to includ
nominated parish as this helps us too).
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Tribunal of the Catholic Church
Reaching out to all who have experienced a marriage
breakdown and question the validity of their first marriage as
understaad Ryhe Cherthd 6 as  y o
Enquiries: Ph (02) 6239 9813; Email: trlbunal@cg org.au
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To find out more, phone 1800 753 959 or email
cwf@sydneycatholic.org

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible.

The work of CWFbd6s benefiti
our Christian values of mercy, social justice and

o |

The Australian Christian Meditation Community (NSW)
Christian Meditation with Children and Young People

One day workshop—l 8 May 9am—4pm See Notlce board for more
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compassion (visit www.cwf.org.au to find our
more), giving your gift the power to change lives
for the better.
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A message from the Archdiocese of Sydney
Child sexual abuse is a crime. The appropriate people to deal with crimes are the police. If you, or anyone
you know have been abused, please contact the police. Alternatively, you can contact the Safeguarding and
Ministerial Integrity Office at (02) 9.90 5810 or safeguardingenquiries@sydneycatholic.org. You may also

a legal obligation to report crimes to the police.

want to speak to your Parish Priest who will be able to provide support and guidance. The Archdiocese has

Have you changed your name,
address, or phone number?

If you have a WWCC don’t forget
to update your details at
www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au

the working
with children

check X
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NRed¥ntly Deceased: Angela Gaitanos, Chris Boyd, Antonio Di

0 PPAsqubileY Sacchetti, Giuseppe Scardilli, Andreana

D ‘P/Ig}eﬁé's%q)@’hﬂeprAversa Antonio Raiti, Giovanni Cassino,

Vangra Fyagee, £mseppeiDoty; Salvatore D’Arro, Alberto
Savelli, Francesca De Ceglie, Claudio Bossi, Bartolomeo Nitti,

Cathy Musumeci, Maria Fresta, Mark Dolahenty, Bruna

|4 Aﬂll&f&Xdl Dominic Banno

M Pallmlﬁa Dettorre, Rina & Angelo Martinello,

Sebastiano Mannino, Annibale Pagura, Celeste D’Arro, Jack
NoEyally, Nagzy dhregs,SMishgelRIGndwallj Nell Putland,
Bbrbara g Moydéate, y(@oSanni  {{assino, t SNigstra  Pitronaci,
Francesco De Grazia, Vin Putland, Michael Papponetti,
Concetta Cardillo, Nicola Lattari, Marco Angeloni, Giorgio
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Frgglacomo Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory.

2[\nIhEV()ur love and concern please pray for the following ill
qdm'en{bé'rs of our community: Anna Attard, Rosa Santos,
HlighaSINA) SAitRn Family, Liz Smith, Pat Rankine, Jerry
NAndre] Dohna TNedley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise Buda,
Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Buda, Mario Bianco,
Tony Sulfaro

In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin
without the permission of the persons themselves or their next of kin. Please specify
on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin
or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657
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https://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/child-safe-organisations/working-with-children-check
mailto:tribunal@cg.org.au
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