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3rd February 2019   YEAR C                            4TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

A reading from the prophet Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 
 
In the days of Josiah, the word of the Lord was addressed to me, 
saying, 
'Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; 
before you came to birth I consecrated you; 
I have appointed you as prophet to the nations. 
So now brace yourself for action. 
Stand up and tell them 
all I command you. 
Do not be dismayed at their presence, 
or in their presence I will make you dismayed. 
I, for my part, today will make you 
into a fortified city, 
a pillar of iron, 
and a wall of bronze 
to confront all this land: 
the kings of Judah, its princes, 
its priests and the country people. 
They will fight against you 
but shall not overcome you, 
for I am with you to deliver you - 
it is the Lord who speaks.' 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 70:1-6, 15, 17 
 
R. I will sing of your salvation. 
 
In you, O Lord, I take refuge; 
let me never be put to shame. 
in your justice rescue me, free me: 
pay heed to me and save me. R. 
 
Be a rock where I can take refuge, 
a mighty stronghold to save me; 
for you are my rock, my stronghold. 
Free me from the hand of the wicked. R. 
 
It is you, O Lord, who are my hope, 
my trust, O Lord, since my youth. 
On you I have leaned from my birth, 
from my mother's womb you have been my help. R. 
 
My lips will tell of your justice 
and day by day of your help. 
O God, you have taught me from my youth 
and I proclaim your wonders still. R. 
 
A reading from the first letter of  
St Paul to the Corinthians 12:31 - 13:13 
 
Be ambitious for the higher gifts. And I am going to show you a way that 
is better than any of them. 
If I have all the eloquence of men or of angels, but speak without love, I 
am simply a gong booming or a cymbal clashing. If I have the gift of 
prophecy, understanding all the mysteries there are, and knowing 
everything, and if I have faith in all its fullness, to move mountains, but 

without love, then I am nothing at all. If I give away all that I possess, 
piece by piece, and if I even let them take my body to burn it, but am 
without love, it will do me no good whatever. 
Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous; love is never 
boastful or conceited; it is never rude or selfish; it does not take offence, 
and is not resentful. Love takes no pleasure in other people's sins but 
delights in the truth; it is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, and 
to endure whatever comes. 
Love does not come to an end. But if there are gifts of prophecy, the 
time will come when they must fail; or the gift of languages, it will not 
continue for ever; and knowledge - for this, too, the time will come when 
it must fail. For our knowledge is imperfect and our prophesying is 
imperfect; but once perfection comes, all imperfect things will disappear. 
When I was a child, I used to talk like a child, and think like a child, and 
argue like a child, but now I am a man, all childish ways are put behind 
me. Now we are seeing a dim reflection in a mirror; but then we shall be 
seeing face to face. The knowledge that I have now is imperfect; but 
then I shall know as fully as I am known. 
In short, there are three things that last: faith, hope and love; and the 
greatest of these is love. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation Luke 4:18 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor 
and freedom to prisoners. 
Alleluia! 
 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke 4:21-30 
 
Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, 'This text 
is being fulfilled today even as you listen.' And he 
won the approval of all, and they were astonished 
by the gracious words that came from his lips. 
They said, 'This is Joseph's son surely?' But he 
replied, 'No doubt you will quote me the saying, 
"Physician, heal yourself" and tell me, "We have heard all that 
happened in Capernaum, do the same here in your own countryside."' 
And he went on, 'I tell you solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his 
own country. 
'There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, in Elijah's day, 
when heaven remained shut for three years and six months and a great 
famine raged throughout the land, but Elijah was not sent to any one of 
these: he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a Sidonian town. And in 
the prophet Elisha's time there were many lepers in Israel, but none of 
these was cured, except the Syrian, Naaman.' 
When they head this everyone in the synagogue was enraged. They 
sprang to their feet and hustled him out of the town; and they took him 
up to the brow of the hill their town was built on, intending to throw him 
down the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and walked away. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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   It’s not too late to have your say … 

We had nearly 40 parishioners join us for the SJA Community Food & Fellowship Plenary Information 
Evening on Friday 16 November and answer these questions: 

What brought you here tonight? 
What is your story as a Catholic? 
What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 
What is on your mind that you would like raised in future discussions? 

Issues raised with the (number) of parishioners mentioning in brackets were: 

The role of the laity (5)     Role of Women in the Church (5)  
Involving the youth (4)     A more compassionate Church (4) 
The Plenary Council structure (3)   Bringing back the non-practicing  (3)   Liturgy & Sacraments (3) 
Education (2)   Reverence of the past (2)     A modern, forward looking church (2) 
Transparency of Church Governance     Our “Common Home” – Pope Francis in “Laudato Si” 
Who can be ordained? 

Join a small group meeting with other parishioners to explore some of these issues or raise additional ones – sign up 
sheets for each group time are in the church foyer by St Patrick’s statue. 

        10.00 am Tuesday 5 February 2019 

        7.30 pm Wednesday 13 February 2019 

7.30 pm Thursday 14 February 2019 

each small group can make a submission to the Plenary Council based on issues discussed 

Visit the Plenary Council website at https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au and make your individual submission by 6 
March 2019 

Send your feedback to your parish Plenary Council Committee via Sue at: admin@stjoanofarc.org.au 

  

 
 
 

 

LENTEN PROGRAM 2019 

During Lent each year Parish Lenten Groups meet once a week for five or 

six weeks in parishioners’ homes to reflect on and discuss a Lenten 

Program prepared by either the Wollongong Diocese or Brisbane 

Archdiocese and based on the Gospels of the Sundays in Lent.  This year 

the Wollongong Program for 2019 is entitled “Trust” 

and the Brisbane program is entitled “Compassion”.   

Information is available on the internet about each 

program.  There is a sign-on sheet in the church 

foyer for anyone considering joining or forming a 

group to let us know who might be interested so 

that we can order resources – a book for each 

participant and CDs which accompany the chosen 

program.   We will need to order these this week. Participation in a group 

gives opportunities not only 

to understand more about 

our faith and prepare for 

Easter but also social 

benefits in getting to know 

other parishioners better. 

MULTICULTURAL MASS 2019 

Celebrating Interculturality 
 

Where: St Mary’s Cathedral  
When: 2pm on Sunday 17th February, 2019. 
Celebrant: His Grace, Archbishop Fisher.  

 

ALL WELCOME 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM –  
what does it all mean  

and how will it affect my family? 
How will the new proposed bill effect your children 
and grandchildren? 
What impact will it have on educating our children in 
Catholic schools? 
What can you do to protect your religious freedom? 
 
Listen to Monica Doumit speak about where this is 
heading & what we can do about it. 
 
Date:            Sunday 17 February 2019  
Time:            4.00pm—5.00pm 
Where:         All Hallows’ Catholic Church 
                     2 Halley Street, Five Dock 
 
Child minding by Children’s Liturgy members will be 
available. 
As Catholics we have a responsibility to act now and 
protect our religious freedom.  
Don’t miss this important event. 

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/
mailto:admin@stjoanofarc.org.au
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In keeping with the Privacy Act names cannot be published in our Parish Bulletin  

without the permission of the persons themselves or  their next of kin. Please specify 

on your Mass Envelope your intention to include the person’s name in this Bulletin 

or contact the Parish Office on 9798 6657 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We invite you to share in the Sacraments of: 
 
EUCHARIST: 
Saturday   Vigil: ……………………………………..5.00pm 
                   Italian Mass:……………………………....6.15pm 
Sunday       Mass: ..………………………..9.00am & 6.00pm 
Tuesday     (Preferred day and time for 1 month & 1 year of  

                         anniversary of death Masses - must be booked)…....7.30pm 
Wednesday, Thursday ………………………………9.00am 
Friday  …………………………………………9.15am 
 
RECONCILIATION 
Saturday       4:30pm—4.50pm 
 
BAPTISM 
Celebrated on the SECOND and FOURTH Sunday of the 
month at 12noon. 
 
MARRIAGE 
Arrangements for a wedding must be made at least four months 
in advance. Attendance at a Pre-Marriage Course is encouraged. 
 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
We are pleased to administer the Sacrament of the Sick to those 
in need.  The Eucharist will also be brought to those who are ill 
or housebound upon request. Please notify the Presbytery if 
members of your family or other parishioners are in need of the 
Eucharist. 
 
CHILDREN’S LITURGY 
During 9am Mass Sundays during school term 
 
St Joan of Arc School 
Principal: Des Fox 
Office Phone 9798 9780 
 
St Joan of Arc Villa 
Acting Manager: Rodney Jilet 
Office Phone: 9799 8753 

 

 

 

Parish and School Partnership 
 

In 2018, the Archdiocese of Sydney and 

Sydney Catholic Schools Office published 

“A Framework for Shared Mission” to 

present the ongoing relationship between 

Parish and School. The document 

recognises that the life of a Parish is made 

up of many elements; that a Parish School is one 

such element and a Regional High School within the 

Parish is another. Catholic schools support and 

collaborate in the work of the Church particularly in 

the local Parishes. 

For this collaboration to be effective, Parish and 

School are called to a partnership or shared mission 

marked by hope and joy and by mutual respect, 

dialogue, formation and shared leadership.  

 

In accordance of this spirit please note 
 
SSUNDAYUNDAY  33RDRD  FFEBRUARYEBRUARY, , 9.00am Mass – welcome and 

blessing for Mr Desmond Fox, the new Principal 

appointed to St Joan of Arc School from this year. 
 

FEAST DAYS 
 
Tuesday 5th February 
 
St Agatha 
 
Wednesday 6th February 
 
St Paul Miki and companions 
 

The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney Safeguarding Office 
  

If you or a person close to you has been 
abused by someone working or 
ministering within the Archdiocese of 
Sydney we invite you to contact us. We 
will listen to you respectfully, offer 
support and discuss the options you 
have available to you. Please contact 
the Safeguarding and Ministerial 
Integrity Office on ph 02 9390 5812.  

Reflection 
 

“No prophet is ever accepted in his own county.” 
 

At the end of 2017, Pope Francis made a historic, though 
politically very sensitive, visit to Myanmar, formerly known as 
Burma—a country that for years was ruled by the military but 
which is making slow steps towards becoming a full democracy. 
During his visit, Pope Francis was criticised by some for not 
mentioning by name the Rohingya people—the Muslim minority 
which has suffered so much in recent times. 
On his arrival in Bangladesh immediately afterwards, Pope 
Francis met with representatives of the hundreds of thousands of 
Rohingya who had fled Myanmar and who now live in refugee 
camps in Bangladesh. Pope Francis apologised to them, saying: 
“In the name of everyone, of those who persecute you, those 
who hurt you, and especially of the world’s indifference, I ask for 
your forgiveness. Forgive us.” In a very striking phrase he said: 
“The presence of God today is also called Rohingya.” 
Recognising the presence or the voice of God is often something 
we human beings struggle with. Perhaps even more difficult is 
daring to speak in God’s name, whether speaking God’s truth to 
power or simply to our contemporaries. When God commissions 
the prophet Jeremiah as “prophet to the nations”, God promises 
to equip him with the strength and courage he will need to 
withstand the inevitable opposition: “They will fight against you 
but shall not overcome you, for I am with you to deliver you.” 
In the Gospel, Jesus’ authority to speak in God’s name is 
challenged. An initial favourable response gives way to hostility 
as the people realise that they know this man Jesus and have 
watched him grow up. How can this son of an ordinary carpenter 
dare to speak in God’s name? Jesus’ neighbours were unable to 
see the good—to see the God—at work in him. They couldn’t 
see past their own prejudices. Ultimately, they couldn’t see the 
presence of God in the ordinary humanity of Christ. The lens 
through which they viewed him was warped in such a way that 
they were blind to the divine and saw only the mundane.  
St Paul offers us a different lens through which to see the world: 
love. Being a prophet, an eloquent preacher, a person of great 
knowledge or of great faith—even being a miracle worker or a 
martyr—is of no avail unless love is the touchstone of our lives. 
Love is to be the source from which our actions spring, the lens 
through which we see the world, the means by which we interact 
with the world and the goal towards which are lives are heading. 
We do not have a description of what Jesus looked like. But Paul 
gives us something much more important: a description of the 
kind of person Jesus was and continues to be. If we replace the 
word “love” in Paul’s hymn with the name “Jesus”, we get a 
powerful description of Christ—the core of his being: he is 
always patient and kind, not jealous or self-obsessed, never 
boastful or conceited, rude or selfish, always delighting in the 
truth, always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope and to endure 
whatever comes. 
By our baptism, we, like Jeremiah, were consecrated and 
appointed as prophets to the people of our own time. It is a 
challenging vocation. Inevitably, in our broken and messy world, 
God’s voice is hard to recognise and God’s presence often 
resisted—not just by the people to whom we are sent, but we 
ourselves can easily fail to recognise God’s voice and, 
consciously or not, be blind to God’s presence. God calls us to 
be more than simply “a gong booming or a cymbal clashing”. For 
us to be genuine prophets—true witnesses to the presence of 
God in our world today—then the person of Jesus, love made 
flesh, must be the foundation stone on which to build our lives, 
the lens through which to view the world and the guiding star 
which leads us on our journey through life. 
A challenging exercise would be to replace the word “love” in 
Paul’s hymn with our own personal Christian name so that we 
can see the path that we are called to walk: to be patient and 
kind, not conceited or self-centred, never resentful but always 
ready to excuse, to trust, to hope and to endure whatever comes. 
Love does not come to an end—it is the one sure way to eternal 
life. 

The Living Word 
 

LORD, WE PRAY WELCOME HOME THOSE WHO  HAVE  DIED 
 

Recently Deceased:   Bartolomeo Nitti, Cathy Musumeci, Maria 

Fresta, Mark Dolahenty, Bruna Alibrandi, Dominic Banno, 

Giuseppe Cozzubbo, Caterina Ciancio, Joseph Ventura, Maria-

Gaetanna Giorgio, Dr John Robilliard, Joyce Tolhurst,  Gaetano 

Defina, Victor Kasalo, Maria Catania, Anna Di Maio 
 
Rest in Peace:    Shirley McInerney, Domenico & Olimpia 

Spadaro, Francesca Ricciardi,  Luigino De Domeneghi, 

Giovanni Tama, Frances Bot, Glorie Kelly, Giuseppe Iorfino, 

Ted & Val Constant, Ornella Deluchi, Gildo D’Amici, Mario 

Scardilli, Sarina Tringali, Lucia & Erminio Coruzzi, Carmen 

Muscat, Carmela Cini, Sabatina Giunta, Ingazio Pendino, 

Carmela Ruberto, Angelo Ruberto, Franco La Manna,  

Immacolata Angilletta, Francesco Angilletta, Cosmo Angilletta, 

Rocco Calautti, Lucrezia Calautti, Saveria De Grazia, Wanda 
Angelucci, Rachel Swanson, Guiseppina Magani, Pina Zaia, 

John & Kathleen Huie, Lucy The, Jim Tuite, Sarina Torrisi, 

Lattari & Aversa families,  John & Moya Phillips, Mons Dino 

Fragiacomo, Fr Frank Furfaro & All Souls in Purgatory. 
 
In your love and concern please pray for the following ill 

members of our community:  Nicholas Hanania, Anna Attard, 

Rosa Santos, Elisha Lau,  Aitken Family, Liz Smith, Pat 

Rankine, Jerry Andre, Donna Neeley, Adeline Ashing, Annelise 

Buda, Giovanni Luci, Stephan Ferenc, Giancarlo Budda, Mario 

Bianco, Tony Sulfaro 
 
 

 

 

ROSTER for   
5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
Scripture Readings for next week: 
First Reading:   Isaiah 6:1-8 
Second Reading:  1Corinthians 15:1-11 
Gospel:   Luke 5:1-11 
 
Scripture Readers for next week:  
Saturday Vigil:  Joanna Albani, Marea Dorman 
Sunday 9.00am: Rhonda Albani, Don Bastone 
Sunday 6.00pm: Maria Greenaway, Mina Nohra 
                                                                                                                                               
Ministers of Communion for next week:  
Saturday Vigil:          Enrica Bova, Anna Attard  
   Maria Del Vecchio, Alex Mediati 
Sunday 9.00am:         Grace Mediati, Beatrice Bastone 
   Trish Bjorenak, Rita Piras 
Sunday 6.00pm:         Carmel McKeough, Grace Cardillo 
 
Children’s Liturgy for next week: 
Sunday 9.00am         Anna-Maria Stephens 

BAPTISMS - February, 2019 
We welcome these children into God’s family  

and our parish community 

 

Emma Mirabile, Christian Pereira, Dante Trochei,                          

Xavier Gonzalez, Victoria Ritorni 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

Parishioners are invited to the Ethical Sourcing Expo as part of the St 
Bakhita’s Day at St Mary’s Cathedral College Hall. 
 
"As a mother of a large family, I have always tried to shop by looking 
for the best dollar value. Now, knowing more about the exploitation of 
many workers, I want to make sure that the products I purchase are 
made under ethical working conditions. Viewing my purchases as a 
faith decision is now more important than simply getting something 
cheaply." 
 
We can all make a difference to end slavery by changing to ethical 
brands for everyday consumer items such as tea, coffee, chocolate 
and sugar.  
Parishioners will be able to meet the producers and sample ethical tea 
and coffee at the Expo. All welcome to this free event, goodie bag, 
morning tea and lunch provided. 
 
Register your RSVP online: 
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/st-bakhitas-day-ethical-sourcing-expo
-tickets-54391584694 
The Catholic Archdiocese of Sydney Anti-Slavery Task Force is 
sponsoring this event. 
 
For more information please contact  
Alison Rahill 9307 8464 or email: alison.rahill@sydneycatholic.org  

Saint Josephine Bakhita 
1869-1947 

Patron of Sudan 
Day of Prayer for Victims 

Of Modern Slavery and 
Human Trafficking 

Friday 8 February 2019 

COMING EVENTSCOMING EVENTS  
 
Wednesday 6th February 
 
9.00am Communion Service only (No Mass) 
 
Friday 8th February 
 
9.15am School Mass.  

     All Welcome.  


